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Genesis Genesis 1

Genesis

Chapter 1

How God Created the Universe and Everything in It

UThis is how everything} began: God created the heavens and the earth. 2t first after that,} the earth did not
have {its present} form, and there was nothing {living} on it. It was {totally} dark, there was deep water

{everywhere}, and God's Spirit was moving above the water. 3Then God said, “I command light to start shining!”
And {immediately} light started shining. God observed that the light {was} excellent. Then he divided the light

from the darkness {so that each had its own time}. >He named the light Daytime, and the darkness he named
Nighttime. Then evening came, and {later} morning came, {and that was} {the end of} the first day.

6Then God said, “I command there to be a large space in the middle of the water, so that it divides the water into
two separate places.” “That is how God made a large space and used it to divide the water that {was} below the

space from the water that {was} above it. Everything happened {exactly} as he commanded, 8and he named the
space Sky. Then evening came, and {later} morning came, {and that was} {the end of} the second day.

9Then God said, “I command the water {that is} below the sky to come together in one place so that there is dry

ground.” And that is {exactly} what happened. %Then God named the ground that had dried off Land, and he
named the water which had gathered together Ocean. And he observed that {what he had made was} excellent.

MThen God said, “I command the land to produce {green} plants all over the earth, {including} {all types of} plants
that produce seeds {and} {all types of} fruit trees that produce their own type of fruit with seeds inside.” And that is

{exactly} what happened. '2The land started producing {green} plants, {including} {all types of} plants that produce
their own type of seeds and {all types of} trees that produce their own type of fruit with seeds inside. God observed

that {what he had made was} excellent. 13Then evening came, and {later} morning came, {and that was} {the end
of} the third day.

14Then God said, “I command there to be sources of light in the sky that divide the day{time} from the night{time}.
They must also mark when important things happen, and {they must} show when seasons, days and years begin
{and end}. 1>They must function as lights in the sky that shine {light} on the earth.” And that is {exactly} what
happened. 1®That is how God made the two bright lights, the brighter light to shine during the day{time}, and the
weaker light to shine during the night{time}. {That is} also {when he made} the stars. 7He put those lights in the
sky to shine light on the earth, '8to shine during the day{time} or during the night{time}, and to divide the light

from the darkness. God observed that {what he had made was} excellent. 1°Then evening came, and {later}
morning came, {and that was} {the end of} the fourth day.

20Then God said, “I command there to be large groups of {water} animals that live everywhere in the water. I also
command there to be birds that fly in the sky above the earth.” 2'That is how God made the huge sea animals and
all {the other} {types of} animals that live all over the place in the water, {each} having its own type of young. {That
is} also {how he made} all {the different types of} birds, {each} having its own type of young. God observed that
{what he had made was} excellent. 22Then he blessed them {all} by saying {to them}, “You {water animals} must
have many young so that you increase {greatly} {in number} and live all over the place in the ocean. {You} birds
must {also} increase {greatly} {in number} all over the earth.” 23Then evening came, and {later} morning came,
{and that was} {the end of} the fifth day.

24Then God said, “I command the land to produce {all types of} animals, {each} having its own type of young,
{including} domestic animals, {all types of} animals that crawl and {all} the {other types of} wild animals, {each}
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Genesis Genesis 2

having its own type of young.” And that is {exactly} what happened. 2°That is how God made {all the different types
of} wild animals, {each} having its own type of young, and {all} the domestic animals, {each} having its own type of
young, and all {different types of} animals that crawl on the ground, {each} having its own type of young. God
observed that {what he had made was} excellent.

26Then God said {to himself}, “{Now} we should make human beings to be like us and act like us, and let us put
them in charge of the fish in the ocean, the birds in the sky, the domestic animals, and the entire earth, including

all the animals that live on the earth.” 27So God created human beings to be like himself. {Yes,} he made them to be
like himself. He {also} created them {to be} male or female.

28Then God blessed them by saying to them, “Have many children so that you {and your descendants} increase
{greatly} {in number} and live all over the earth and take control of it. You are in charge of the fish in the ocean, the

birds in the sky, and all the animals that live on the land.” 29Then he {also} said {to them}, “Listen, I am {now} giving
to you {for food} all {the different types of} plants that produce seeds and grow anywhere on the earth, as well as

all the {different types of} trees that {produce} fruit with seeds inside it. {All of} them are yours to eat from. 301 the
same way, {I give} every {type of} green plant for food to all the {wild} animals {that live} on the earth, and all the
birds {that fly} in the sky, and all the {other} animals {that live} on the land and breathe {air}.” And that is how it
was.

31Then God looked at everything that he had made, and he observed that it was {all} very excellent. Then evening
came, and {later} morning came, {and that was} {the end of} the sixth day.

Chapter 2

That is how God finished {creating} the heavens and the earth, including all the many things that are in them. 2By

the seventh day he had finished the work he had been doing, so he rested on that day from all that work. 3Then
God established the seventh day {as a day} to bless {people}, by setting it apart as a special time {to rest and
worship him}. {He did that} because on that day he no longer did the work that he had been doing, creating
{everything}.

How Yahweh Created the First Man and First Woman

4What follows tells {more details about} the history of what {God} did when he created the heavens and the earth:

During the time {when} Yahweh {who is} God made the earth and the heavens, 5{f0r a while} there were not yet
any bushes {growing} in the fields on the earth, and there were not any {other} plants that had sprouted yet. {That
was} because God had not {yet} sent rain to water the earth, and human beings did not exist {yet} to cultivate the

ground. 8{During that time} mist kept seeping up from the earth and supplied water to the entire surface of the

ground. 7Then Yahweh {who is} God {took} {some} dirt from the ground {and} formed a man {out of it}. Then he
blew his breath into the man’s nostrils to make him live, so that the man became alive.

8Now Yahweh God had planted a {large} garden in {the region of} Eden, {which was} in the east, and that is where

he put the man whom he had formed. °{There} Yahweh had caused all {types of} trees to grow from the ground
that are beautiful to look at and {that grow fruit that is} good to eat. In the middle of the garden was the tree
whose fruit makes people live {forever}, as well as the tree whose fruit enables people to know {what is} good and
{what is} evil.

19There was a river flowing through {the region of} Eden that provided water for the garden. From there the river
divided into four {smaller} rivers. MThe first {river} {was} the Pishon {River}, which flowed around through the
entire region of Havilah, {a place} where {there was} {much} gold. 1211 fact, the gold from that region {was} {very}
pure. A {type of} fragrant resin and {valuable} onyx gemstones {were} {also} in that region. 13The second river

{was} the Gihon {River}, which flowed around through the entire region of Cush. 14The third river {was} the Tigris
{River}, which flowed east of {the region of} Assyria, and the fourth river {was} the Euphrates {River}.
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Genesis Genesis 3

15After Yahweh God put the man in Eden Garden to cultivate it and take care of it, '®he commanded him, “You may

eat as much {fruit} as you want {to eat} from any tree in the garden, except I forbid you to eat {any fruit} from the
tree whose fruit enables people to know {what is} good and {what is} evil. If you eat {fruit} from that tree, on that
{same} day you will definitely die.”

18Then Yahweh {who is} God said, “{It is} not good {for} the man to live by himself. {So} I will create a suitable

companion to help him.” 19Now {previously,} Yahweh had used {dirt} from the ground to form all {the different
types of} wild animals and all {the different types of} birds {that fly} in the sky. So he brought {them all} to the man
to hear what he would name them. Whatever name the man gave to each {kind of} animal, that {became} the

name for that kind of animal. 2%The man gave names to all the {different kinds of} livestock and to {all} the
{different kinds of} birds {that fly} in the sky, and to all the {different kinds of} wild animals, but none of them was a
suitable companion to help him.

2150 Yahweh God caused the man to sleep deeply. Then while the man was asleep, God took a rib {out of the man’s
body} and filled in the place where it had been with flesh {and healed it}. 22N ext Yahweh God made a woman from

the rib which he had taken out of the man{’s body}, and he took her to the man. 23{When the man saw her,} he
exclaimed,

“Finally! Here is someone {like me}
who has bones and flesh from me!
I will call her ‘woman,’

because {it was} from {the body of} a man {that} {God} took her.”

24Bacause of that, {when a man gets married,} he must leave {the home of} his father and mother, and he must
unite with his wife, so that they become completely united.

25{During that time} the man and his wife did not wear any clothes, but {yet} they were not ashamed {about it}.

Chapter 3

Adam and Eve Sin against Yahweh, and He Judges Them

TNow the snake was the craftiest of all the animals that Yahweh God had created. {One day} he asked the woman,
“Did God really command you to not eat {fruit} from any of the trees in the garden?” 2The woman answered him,
“{No,} {God said that} we may eat fruit from {any of} the tree{s} in the garden, 3except fruit from the tree that is in
the center of the garden. He commanded {us} to not eat that fruit or even touch it, because if we do, we will die!”

4But the snake said to the woman, “{That is not true.} You will not die. 5Actua|ly, God knows that as soon as you eat
{fruit} from that tree, you will understand new things, so that you will know {what is} right and {what is} wrong just

like God does.” ®The woman saw that the tree{s fruit} {looked} good to eat and that the tree {itself} was {very}
beautiful. She also wanted {to eat} the fruit so that it would make her wise. So she picked some of the fruit {off the
tree} and ate it. She also gave {some of the fruit} to her husband, {who was} {there} with her, and he ate {it} {too}.

7Suddenly they both understood new things, and they realized that their bodies {were} bare. So they sewed {some}
fig {tree} leaves together and made clothes for themselves {to cover their nakedness}.

8(Late that afternoon,} during the cool time of the day, the man and his wife heard Yahweh God's voice as he
walked in the garden, but they hid from him behind some tree{s} in the garden. 950 Yahweh God called {out} to the
man, “{Adam,} where are you?" 1°The man replied, “I heard the sound of you {walking} in the garden, but I was
afraid because I was naked, so I hid {from you}.” "'Then Yahweh God asked, “Who told you that you were naked?
Did you {disobey me and} eat {fruit} from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12The man replied, “The
woman whom you put here {to be} with me, she {is the one who} gave me some of that fruit, so I ate {it}.” 3Then
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Yahweh God asked the woman, “What did you do?” The woman replied, “The snake tricked me, so I ate {some of
the fruit:.” "So Yahweh God said to the snake, “Because you did that,

I am cursing you more {severely} than all the livestock

and all the animals in the fields!

{As a result,} you must crawl {along the ground} on your belly,

and you will eat dust {with your food}

for as long as you live.

15Besides that, I will cause you and your descendants to be enemies
with the woman and her descendants.

{In fact,} her descendant will crush your head,

and you will bite his heel.”

16:Then} God said to the woman,

“T will greatly increase how much you suffer when you bear children,
{yes,} you will suffer {much pain} when you give birth.

But you will {still} desire {to be with} your husband,

and he will dominate you.”

17Then God said to Adam, “You did what your wife said and ate {fruit} from the tree that I commanded you not to
eat {any fruit} from.

Because of what you did, I have cursed the ground.

{As a result,} for as long as you live,

you will have to work {very} hard and suffer {to grow enough food} to eat.
181n fact, thorn plants and thistle plants {and other weeds} will grow from the ground
{and make it difficult} for you to grow {enough} crops in your fields for food.
19you will have to {work hard and} sweat a lot

in order to {produce} {enough} food to eat,

until you {die and} again become dirt,

which I created you from.

Yes, {I created} you out of dirt,

so dirt is what you will become again {after you die}.”

20Then Adam named his wife Eve, {which means “living,"} because she would be the mother of everyone who

would ever live. 2'Then Yahweh God made {some} clothes out of {animal} skins for Adam and his wife, and he put
the clothes on them.
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22Then Yahweh God said {to himself}, “Look! The man {and his wife} have become like one of us, so that they know
{what is} good and {what is} evil. So now we must do something so that they do not also pick and eat {fruit} from
the tree that gives people {eternal} life, which will make them live forever!” 2Then Yahweh God expelled the man
{and his wife} from Eden Garden to work the ground which he had made them from. 24After he expelled them, he
stationed to the east {side} of the garden {some} {powerful} cherubim {angels} and a burning sword that was
swinging around in all directions to keep everyone away from the path to the tree whose fruit makes people live
{forever}.

Chapter 4

Cain Kills Abel — the First Murder

1Then Adam had {marital} relations with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to {a son they
named} Cain, {which means “obtained.”} {They named him that} because she said, “Yahweh has enabled me to

obtain a son!” 2Then Eve also gave birth to Cain's brother {whom they named} Abel. {When they grew up,} Abel
became a shepherd, and Cain became a {crop} farmer. 3As time went by, one day Cain gave some of the crops {that

he had grown} in his fields to Yahweh as a gift {to honor him}. 4abel also gave {a gift} {to Yahweh}, {but what he
gave was} some of the firstborn animals from his flock{s}, including some of their best parts. Yahweh was pleased

with Abel and his gift. >However, he was not pleased with Cain or his gift. So Cain became extremely angry, and he

frowned. Then Yahweh asked him, “Why are you so angry? And why are you frowning? ”If you do {what is} right, I
will accept {you} {and your offering}. But if you do not do {what is} right, then sin {is like a fierce animal that} is
waiting outside your door {to attack you}. It wants {to control} you, but you must control it {so that you do not
sin}.”

8Byt {after that,} Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let's go out to the field {to work} {together}.” So {they went out} to
the field, and while they were there, Cain attacked his brother and murdered him.

9L ater Yahweh asked Cain, “Where {is} your brother Abel?” Cain responded, “I don't know {where he is}. Is it my job
to take care of my brother?” 10Then Yahweh said {to him}, “You have done a terrible thing! I see your brother’s
blood on the ground, and I must punish you {for killing him}! 11So from now on I am cursing you {so that you will
not be able to grow food} from the ground, which is where your brother’s blood spilled out when you murdered

him. ?Whenever you {try to} farm the ground, it will no longer produce good crops for you. {From now on,} you
will be an outcast who wanders around on the earth {without a permanent home}.”

13Cain replied to Yahweh, “You are punishing me more {severely} than I can endure. Look, you have now
banished me from {farming} the ground, and I will be far away from you. I will be a homeless fugitive on the earth,

so that whoever sees me will kill me!” 15Yahweh replied to him, “So then, {I will warn everyone that} I will take
vengeance on whoever kills you {and punish him} seven times more {severely} {than I am punishing you}!” Then he

put a mark on Cain to warn everyone who met him not to kill him. 1®Then Cain left Yahweh's presence and lived in
the region of Nod, {which means “wandering,"} {which was} east of {the region of} Eden.

Cain’'s Descendants

17Then Cain had {marital} relations with his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to {a son they named}

Enoch. {At that time} Cain was building a city, so he named the city after his son Enoch. "®When Enoch {grew up,}
he had {a son named} Irad. Then Irad had {a son named} Mehujael. Then Mehujael had {a son named} Methushael.
Then Methushael had {a son named} Lamech.

1%wWhen Lamech {grew up,} he married two wives. His first wife’s name was Adah, and his other wife’s name was
Zillah. 29Adah gave birth to {a son named} Jabal. He {grew up and} became the first of {all} those who live {in} tents
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and raise livestock {for a living}. 2'His brother’s name was Jubal. He became the first of all {those} who play harps
and flutes.

221 amech’s other wife} Zillah also gave birth to {a son named} Tubal Cain. He {was the first of all those who} make
all {kinds} of tools {and other things} out of bronze and iron. Tubal Cain had a sister {whose name was} Naamah.

23{0ne day,} Lamech bragged to his {two} wives,

“Adah and Zillah, listen to what I have to say.

My wives, listen to this:

I killed a young man for wounding me!

In fact, {I killed} that man {just} because he bruised me.
24God will avenge Cain seven times,

but {I,} Lamech {avenge myself} 77 times!”

People Start to Worship God Using His Name Yahweh

25Then Adam had {marital} relations with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son, and she named him Seth,
{which means “given.”} {She named him that} because {when he was born,} {she had said}, “God has given me

another child to replace Abel, whom Cain killed.” 2656th also had a son, and he named him Enosh.

During that time people began to worship {God} by using His name Yahweh.

Chapter 5

The Descendants from Adam to Noah

THere {is} the {family} record of Adam and his descendants: On the day when God created human beings, he made

them to be like himself. 2He {also} created them {to be} male and female, and on the {same} day that he created
them, he blessed them and named them “human beings.”

3When Adam was 130 years old, he had {a son} who was like him in many ways, and he named him Seth. 4After

Seth'’s birth, Adam lived {another} 800 years. He {also} had {other} sons as well as daughters. 550 Adam lived a total
of 930 years, and {then} he died.

SWhen Seth was 105 years old, he had {a son named} Enosh. 7After Enosh's birth, Seth lived {another} 807 years.
He {also} had {other} sons as well as daughters. 850 Seth lived a total of 912 years, and {then} he died.

9When Enosh was ninety years old, he had {a son named} Kenan. 10After Kenan'’s birth, Enosh lived {another} 815
years. He {also} had {other} sons as well as daughters. 150 Enosh lived a total of 905 years, and {then} he died.

12When Kenan was seventy years old, he had {a son named} Mahalalel. '3After Mahalalel’s birth, Kenan lived

{another} 840 years. He {also} had {other} sons as well as daughters. 1450 Kenan lived a total of 910 years, and
{then} he died.

15When Mahalalel was sixty-five years old, he had {a son named} Jared. 16AfterJared’s birth, Mahalalel lived
{another} 830 years. He {also} had {other} sons as well as daughters. 1750 Mahalalel lived a total of 895 years, and
{then} he died.
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18When Jared was 162 years old, he had {a son named} Enoch. 1°After Enoch’s birth, Jared lived {another} 800
years. He {also} had {other} sons as well as daughters. 2°SoJared lived a total of 962 years, and {then} he died.

21When Enoch was sixty-five years old, he had {a son named} Methuselah. 22After Methuselah’s birth, Enoch lived
{in a close relationship} with God for {another} 300 years. He {also} had {other} sons as well as daughters. 2350

Enoch lived a total of 365 years. 24Then while he was {still} living {in a close relationship} with God, {suddenly} he
was no longer {on earth}, because God had taken him away {to be with him}.

25\When Methuselah was 187 years old, he had {a son named} Lamech. 26After Lamech’s birth, Methuselah lived

{another} 782 years. He {also} had {other} sons as well as daughters. 2750 Methuselah lived a total of 969 years,
and {then} he died.

28\When Lamech was 182 years old, he had a son, 293nd he named him Noah {which means “rest,”} {because} he
said, “This {son} will give us rest from the difficult work that we have to do because Yahweh has cursed the

ground.” 30After Noah's birth, Lamech lived {another} 595 years. He {also} had {other} sons as well as daughters.
3150 Lamech lived a total of 777 years, {and} then he died.

32pfter Noah was 500 years old, he had {sons whose names were} Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Chapter 6
God Destroys the World with a Flood

People on the Earth Become More and More Evil

TNow it happened that people began to multiply {in number} all over the earth, and they were having daughters.
2fWhen those girls grew up,} the sons of God saw that they {were} beautiful, so they chose any {of them} that they

wanted and married them. 3Then Yahweh said {to himself}, “My Spirit will not put up with human beings forever,
because they {are} very corrupt. I will give them 120 years {to repent}.”

4{People called} the Nephilim lived on the earth during that time and also later on. {That happened} when the sons
of God had relations with the daughters of human beings, and those women gave birth to children for them. Their
children were {the Nephilim, who were} the famous mighty men who lived long ago.

SYahweh saw that the people on the earth had become very evil, and that everything they thought about and
desired {was} completely evil all the time. ®As a result, he regretted that he had made them {to live} on the earth,
and he felt very sad. 7So he said {to himself}, “I will completely destroy from the earth {all} the people whom I
created. {In fact}, {I will destroy} {not only} {all} the people, but also {all} the animals, including the creatures that

crawl {on the ground} and the birds {that fly} in the sky, because I regret that I {ever} made them.” 8But Yahweh
was pleased with Noah.

Noah Prepares for the Flood

9Here is {more of} the history about Noah and his descendants: Noah {was} a man who did what was right. Out of
all the people living at that time, he was the only one {whom God considered} blameless, {and} he lived in a close

relationship with God. 10Eventually Noah had {his} three sons, {whose names were} Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

M Now {the people on} the earth had become wicked according to God's standards, and all over the earth they were
doing violent things. '2God saw how wicked {everyone on} the earth had become, because all the people on the

earth were {continually} behaving in evil ways. 13S0 he said to Noah, “I am going to destroy all people, because all
over the earth they are doing violent things. In fact, I am going to destroy them and {everything else on} the earth

1171774



Genesis Genesis 7

{too}. "{Therefore} {you must} build a {very} large boat for yourself {and your family} out of the best wood {for
building boats}. Build rooms inside the boat, and seal it inside and outside with tar {to keep water out}. 15You must

make the boat like this: It {must be} 140 meters long, twenty-three meters wide, and fourteen meters high. 16\ jake
a half-meter high opening between the top of the walls of the ark and its roof {all the way arounds}, {to let light and

air in}. Put a door in the side of the boat, and build three levels {on the inside}. VListen {carefully} to me: I am
going to bring a flood over the {whole} earth, which will destroy all the creatures under the sky that breathe {air}.

{As a result,} every {living} thing that {is} on land will die! 18yt I will make a {special} agreement between me and

you, so you must get on board the boat, and {take} your wife, your sons, and your sons’ wives with you. 1?You must
also take into the boat two of every {kind of} living creature, including every {kind of} animal, so that they stay alive

with you. Each pair must include {one} male and {one} female. 2%Pairs of every kind of bird and every kind of
animal, including every kind of creature that moves on the ground, will come to you so that you keep them alive {in

the boat}. 2'You must {also} gather all the different kinds of food that people and animals eat and store it {on the

boat} with you, so that there will be {enough} food for you {and your family} and for {all} the animals.” 2254, {that is
what} Noah did; he did everything exactly as God had commanded him {to do}.

Chapter 7

Yahweh Sends the Flood

1Then {after they had finished building the boat,} Yahweh commanded Noah, “You and your entire family must go
into the boat, because I know {that} you {are} {the only one} among the people living today {who is} living rightly

according to my standards. 2Take with you seven male and female pairs of every {kind of} pure animal, and {one}
male and female pair of {every kind of} impure animal. 3Also {take} seven male and female pairs of {every kind of}

bird {that flies} in the sky, so that {later} their offspring will live all over the earth. 4rvou must do that,} because
seven days from today I will make it rain {continuously} {all} over the earth {for} forty days and nights. In that way, I

will completely destroy from the earth every living creature that I have made.” 5Then Noah did everything {exactly}
as Yahweh had commanded him {to do}.

SNoah was 600 years old when the flood covered the earth. 7{That is when} he and his wife, and his sons and their
wives went together into the boat so that they would not die in the flood. 8{Also,} {every kind of} pure animal and

{every kind of} impure animal and {every kind of} bird, {including} every {kind of creature} that lives on land, 9came
in pairs to Noah {and went} into the boat. {They were} male and female {pairs}, which was exactly what God had
commanded him {to take along}.

1056 it happened {that} when the seven days {that God had spoken about} had passed, water started to flood the

earth. ""When Noah was 600 years old, on the seventeenth day of the second month {of the year}, on that {very}
day all the springs in the deep ocean started pouring out water. {God also caused} the water in the sky to start

pouring down, as if he had opened {huge} floodgates {in the sky}, 1250 that it rained {continuously} {all} over the
earth {for} forty days and nights.

13¢50 it was that} on the same day {that the flood started}, Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, along with

his wife and his sons’ three wives {all} entered the boat. ¥They had with them every kind of living creature,
including every kind of livestock and every {other} kind of creature that lives on the land, and every kind of bird

{and} everything {else} that flies. 15pairs of every {kind of} living thing that breathes {air} came to Noah {and went}

into the boat. '®The animals that went into {the boat} {were} male and female {pairs} from every {kind of} living
thing, which was exactly what God had commanded Noah {to take along}. Then {after they were all inside,} Yahweh
closed the door {of the boat} behind them.

17(For} forty days {and forty nights} the flood kept getting deeper and deeper {all} over the earth, and as the water
rose, it lifted up the boat so that it floated {on the water} above the ground. 1850 the floodwaters continued to rise
and get much deeper {all} over the earth, while the boat floated {safely} on the water. 19Eventually the water
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became so deep on the earth that {even} all the highest mountains everywhere under the sky were under water.
2001, fact,} the water rose {at least} seven meters above {the tops of} the {highest} mountains, so that they were

{completely} under water. 21Then all the creatures that lived on land died. {That} included {all} the birds, the
livestock, and the {other} living creatures, including every {kind of} creature that lived in large groups on the earth,

as well as all the people. 22Every living creature that breathed air and {lived} on dry land died. 23That is how
Yahweh completely destroyed all the living creatures that {were} on the earth, including {all} people and livestock
and {all the other} creatures that lived {on the land} and also the birds {that flew} in the sky. Yes, he completely
destroyed everything {that lived} on the earth, so that the only ones who were still alive were Noah and his family
and the animals that were with them in the boat.

God Causes the Flood to Go Away

24{Deep} water continued to cover the {entire} world {for} 150 days.

Chapter 8

1But God never forgot Noah {and his family} and all the animals, both wild and tame, that {were} with them in the
boat. So he caused a wind to blow over {the water that was covering} the earth, so that the water {started to} go
down. 2{He also caused} the springs in the deep {ocean} to stop {gushing out water}, and {he caused} the water to
stop pouring from the sky, so that it stopped raining. 3Then the water steadily went down from {the surface of} the
land. After the 150 days {had passed}, the water had gone down 450 {much} that on the seventeenth day of the

seventh month {of the year}, the boat came to rest on {one of} the mountains in the Ararat {mountain range}. 5The
floodwaters continued to go down until on the first {day} of the tenth month {of the year}, the peaks of the
{surrounding} mountains became visible {above the water}.

Safter forty {more} days {had passed}, Noah opened a window in the boat that he had made, 7and he released a
raven, which kept flying back and forth until the water had dried up {more} from the land. 8Vleanwhile Noah {also}
released a dove from the boat to find out if the water had gone down from the land. 9But water was {still} covering
the entire earth, so the dove did not find anywhere to land and rest. Then it returned to Noah in the boat, and
Noah reached out, caught it, and brought it {back} into the boat. 1Noah waited seven more days, then he released
the dove from the boat again. MThat evening the dove returned to him, and he saw that {it had} a fresh green olive

{tree} leaf in its beak! That is how Noah realized that the water had gone down {further} from the land. 12Then he
waited seven more days and he released the dove {again}, but {this time} it did not come back to him again.

1350 it was, when {Noah was} 601 years old, on the first {day} of the first month {of the year}, the water had
{almost} dried up from the land. So Noah took off {part of} the roof of the boat and looked {around}, and he saw

that {much of} the land's surface was {almost} dry. 14Then by the twenty-seventh day of the second month {of the
year}, the land had dried off.

15Then God commanded Noah, 1¢“Come out of the boat, together with your wife, your sons, and your sons’ wives.

17Bring out all the animals that {are} with you, all of them, including the birds, tame animals, and every {other}
animal that moves on land. Then they can live all over the earth; {yes,} they will have many young and increase {in

number} {all} over the earth.” 1855 Noah came out {of the boat}, along with his wife and his sons and their wives.

194l the animals, {including} all the animals that crawl and all the birds {and} everything {else} that lives on land,
{also} came out of the boat in groups of their own kind.

Yahweh Makes a Covenant with Mankind and All Other Living Things

20Then Noah made an altar {out of large stones} {to offer sacrifices} to Yahweh. Next he chose {some} of every
{kind of} animal and bird that is acceptable to sacrifice, and he {killed them and} burned {their bodies} on the altar

as an offering {to Yahweh} {to worship him}. 21yahweh smelled the aroma {of the offerings} and was pleased, and
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he thought to himself, “Never again will I curse the ground because of mankind{'s sins}, {even} though everything
they desire and think about {is} evil from the time they are children. And never again will I destroy all living
{creatures} the way I {just} did.

22)s long as the earth {still} exists,

{each year} there will always be a season to plant seeds and a season to harvest {crops},
as well as cold weather and hot weather,

summer and winter,

and day and night.”

Chapter 9

1Then God caused Noah and his sons to prosper by saying to them, “Have many children so that you {and your

descendants} will become numerous and live all over the earth. 2Every living creature on the earth will be afraid
and terrified of you, including every bird {that flies} in the sky, {along} with every creature that moves on land, and

all the fish in the ocean. I have put them {all} under your authority. 3{From now on} every creature that is alive and
moves is yours {to eat} as food. In the same way that {I provided you} green plants {for food}, {now} I provide you
everything {for food}. #However, you must never eat meat that still has its blood {in it}, which made it live. >Also, I
definitely require that anyone who murders someone must die. {In fact,} if any animal {kills a human being}, I
require that it must die. {That is also true} for human beings: If anyone {murders} another person, I require that he
must die.

5{That's right,} you must put to death
anyone who murders a human being,
because God made human beings

to be like himself.

7“Now {as for} you, have many children so that you {and your descendants} will become numerous. Spread out all
over the earth and become numerous everywhere.”

8Then God said to Noah and his sons, %Listen {carefully} to me: I am making my agreement with you and your

descendants. 19{t is} also with all the living creatures that {are} with you, including the birds, the livestock, and all
the {other} living creatures on the earth {that are} with you. {That includes} all {those} that came out of the ark and

all the living creatures {that will ever live} on the earth. "My agreement that I'm establishing with you is that never
again will all living things die from a flood. “That's right, never again will {I use} a flood to destroy {everything on}
the earth.”

12Then God continued, “This {is} how I will show {everyone} that I have made this agreement with you and with all

the living creatures that {are} with you, as well as with all the people and animals that will ever live: 131 will put my
rainbow among the clouds {in the sky} to remind {everyone} that I have made this agreement with {every creature

that lives on} the earth. 'So whenever I cause clouds to form {in the sky} above the earth and a rainbow appears
in the clouds, 13then I will not forget {to keep} my agreement that I have established with you and all living

creatures of every kind. {I promise} that I will never again use a flood to destroy all living creatures. 16Yes,
whenever a rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and keep {my} permanent agreement which I have
established with all people and all animals that {live} on the earth.”

7Then God {concluded} by saying to Noah, “A rainbow {is} what I will use to remind {everyone} that I have made
this agreement with all the people and animals that {live} on the earth.”
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Noah and His Three Sons After the Flood

18Noah’s sons who came out of the boat {after the flood} were Shem, Ham, and Japheth; it was Ham who {was}
Canaan’s father. 1°It was the descendants of Noah's three sons who populated the entire earth {again}.

20pfter a while, Noah, who was a farmer, planted {some} grape vines {and made wine from the grapes}. 2'Then

{one day} he drank {too much of} the wine, so that he became drunk and was {lying} naked inside his tent. 22Ham,
{who was} Canaan'’s father, saw that his father was naked, and he went outside and told his two brothers {about it}.

23However, Shem and Japheth took a robe, and held it {between them} at shoulder level and walked backward {into
the tent} and covered their father’s naked body {with it}. {As they did that,} they kept their faces turned away {from
him} so that they would not see him naked.

241 ater Noah woke up from being drunk, and he found out that his youngest son {Ham} had dishonored him. 23S0
he exclaimed {about him},

“I {ask God to} curse {Ham's son} Canaan!

Canaan will be the lowest servant for his relatives.”

26Then Noah said,

“Praise Yahweh, {who is} the God {who takes care} of Shem!
May God cause Canaan to be Shem's servant.

271 {also} ask God to give Japheth much {land}

and enable him to live together {in peace} with Shem.

May God {also} cause Canaan to be Japheth’s servant.”

28From {the time that} the flood {began}, Noah lived {another} 350 years, 2so that he lived a total of 950 years
before he died.

Chapter 10

The Descendants of Noah's Sons

This is the record of {the names of} Noah's sons Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and the descendants they had after the
flood {was over}.

Japheth's Descendants

2japheth’s sons {were} Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.

3Gomer’s sons {were} Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah.

4Javan’s sons {were} Elishah and Tarshish, {and he was the ancestor of} the Kittites and the Dodanites.

SFrom Japheth's {descendants} came the people groups who lived {in regions} near the {Mediterranean} Sea. They

moved to different places {and settled} in their {own} territories, and each {group} spoke its own language. They
each had their {own} families, which {grew and} became their own people groups.
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Ham's Descendants
6Ham'’s sons {were} Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan.

7Cush’s sons {were} Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabtecah. And Raamah’s sons {were} Sheba and Dedan.

8Cush {also} had {a son named} Nimrod, who was the first {person} on earth to be a powerful {ruler}. 9He was
{also} a great hunter whom Yahweh blessed. That is why people say {about other great men}, “{That man is} like

Nimrod, a great hunter whom Yahweh blessed.” 10Nimrod started ruling as king {over} {the cities of} Babel, Erech,
Akkad, and Calneh, {which were} {all} {located} in the region of Shinar. MErom there he went to {the region of}

Assyria, where he built {the cities of} Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, 123nd Resen, {which is located} between {the
cities of} Nineveh and the great city of Calah.

13Mizraim was the ancestor of the Ludites, Anamites, Lehabites, Naphtuhites, "Pathrusites, Casluhites, and
Caphtorites. The Philistines descended from the Casluhites.

15Canaan had Sidon {who was} his firstborn {son}. {He was} also {the ancestor of} the Hittites, ®Jebusites,
Amorites, Girgashites, 17Hivites, Arkites, Sinites, 18Arvadites, Zemarites, and Hamathites. Later, those families {that

descended} from Canaan spread out, '?so that the territory where they lived reached from {the city of} Sidon {in

the north}, all the way {south} toward {the city of} Gerar to {the city of} Gaza, {then} as far {east} as {the cities of}
Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, all the way to {the city of} Lasha.

20Those {people} {were} Ham’'s descendants and each one had his own family. Each family {grew and} became its
own people group that spoke its own language and lived in its own territory.

Shem'’s Descendants

215hem also had {some} sons. He {was} the ancestor of all the descendants of Eber, and his older brother was
Japheth. 22Shem's sons {were} Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram.

23Aram's sons {were} Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash.

24Arpachshad had {a son named} Shelah, then Shelah had {a son named} Eber. 25Then Eber had two sons. The
name of the first {one} {was} Peleg, {which means “division,”} because during his lifetime {the people on} the earth
divided {into separate groups} {and spread out everywhere}. Peleg's {younger} brother’s name {was} Joktan.
26)pktan had {sons named} Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 2’Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 220bal, Abimael,
Sheba, 2S’Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. Those {were} all Joktan’s sons. 30The region where they {and their descendants}
lived reached from {the city of} Mesha {in the west} all the way to {the city of} Sephar, {which is in} the hill country
in the east.

31Those {people} {are} Shem's descendants and each one had his own family. Each family {grew and} became its
own people group that spoke its own language and lived in its own territory.

32(Ally those family groups descended from Noah's sons. Each family group had its own descendants and became

its own people group. In fact, after the flood {all} the people groups on the earth descended from them and spread
out everywhere.

Chapter 11

The Tower of Babel

TNow {at first,} all {the people on} the earth spoke the same language, so that everyone understood each other. 2ps
time passed, they moved from the eastern {regions} and {eventually} came to a wide, flat valley in the region of
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Shinar and stayed there. 3Then they urged each other, “Come on, let us {work together and} make bricks {from
clay} and put them in fire to make them hard.” They used bricks {to build with} instead of stone, and they used tar

{between the bricks} instead of mortar. 4Then they urged {each other}, “Come on, we should {work together and}
build a city for us {to live in} that has a {very} tall building that reaches high into the sky. {That way} we will become
famous, and we will not separate from each other {and live} all over the earth.”

3But {one day} Yahweh came down {from heaven} and looked at the city and the {very} tall building that the people
were building. 8Then he said, “Look, they are one people {group}, and they all speak the same language. This {is}
{only} the beginning of what they can do {together}. Soon they will be able to do anything they plan to do. 7{So} we
must go down there {now} and mix up their language so that they are not able to understand what they say to
each other.” 8In that way, Yahweh caused the people to leave from there and live in different places all over the

world, so that they had to stop building the city {and the tall building}. ®That is why the name of the city is Babel,
{which means “mixed up,"”} because that is where Yahweh mixed up the language that everyone on the earth
shared, and {in that way} he made them spread out from there all over the earth.

The History about Abraham 11:10-25:18

Shem'’s Descendants down to Abram
10This is the record of Shem’s descendants:

Two years after the flood {began}, when Shem was 100 years old, he had {a son named} Arpachshad. Mafter
Arpachshad was born, Shem lived {another} 500 years. He {also} had {other} sons, as well as daughters.

12When Arpachshad was thirty-five years old, he had {a son named} Shelah. '3After Shelah was born, Arpachshad
lived {another} 403 years. He {also} had {other} sons, as well as daughters.

14When Shelah was thirty years old, he had {a son named} Eber. 15After Eber was born, Shelah lived {another} 403
years. He {also} had {other} sons, as well as daughters.

16When Eber was thirty-four years old, he had {a son named} Peleg. 17After Peleg was born, Eber lived {another}
430 years. He {also} had {other} sons, as well as daughters.

18When Peleg was thirty years old, he had {a son named} Reu. 1°After Reu was born, Peleg lived {another} 209
years. He {also} had {other} sons, as well as daughters.

20\\hen Reu was thirty-two years old, he had {a son named} Serug. 2 After Serug was born, Reu lived {another} 207
years. He {also} had {other} sons, as well as daughters.

22\\hen Serug was thirty years old, he had {a son named} Nahor. 23After Nahor was born, Serug lived {another} 200
years. He {also} had {other} sons, as well as daughters.

24When Nahor was twenty-nine years old, he had {a son named} Terah. 2°After Terah was born, Nahor lived
{another} 119 years. He {also} had {other} sons, as well as daughters.

26After Terah was seventy years old, he had {sons whose names were} Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

Terah's Children, including Abram

27Here is the history about Terah and his descendants: Terah's sons were Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran had a
son {whose name was} Lot. 2While his father was still alive, Haran died in the land where he was born, in {the city
of} Ur where the Chaldean people lived. 22Meanwhile Abram and Nahor each married a wife. Abram’s wife was
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named Sarai, and Nahor's wife was Milcah. Milcah and {her sister} Iscah were the daughters of {Nahor's brother}
Haran. 39But Sarai was not able to become pregnant, {so} she did not have any children.

31Then {one day,} Terah gathered his son Abram and his grandson Lot, {who was} Haran’s son, and his daughter-in-
law Sarai, who was Abram'’s wife, and they {all} left from {the city of} Ur where the Chaldean people lived to travel

to the region of Canaan. But when they arrived at {the city of} Haran, they decided to live there {instead}. 32Then
{many years later,} when Terah was 205 years old, he died {there} in {the city of} Haran.

Chapter 12

God Tells Abram to Move to Canaan

1{One day} Yahweh commanded Abram, “You must move away from your homeland and your relatives, including
your father’s family, {and move} to the land that I will guide you to.

21 will make you {and your descendants} become an important people group,
and I will cause you {all} to prosper.
I will make you well-known,

and you {and your descendants} will bless {many people}.

31 will bless everyone who blesses you,
but I will curse anyone who curses you.
I will use you {and your descendants}

to bless all the people on the earth.”

450 Abram left {the city of Haran} exactly as Yahweh had commanded him {to do}, and {his nephew} Lot went with

him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left from there. 5He took {with him} his wife Sarai and his nephew
Lot and everything that they owned, including servants {and everything else} they had acquired in {the city of}

Haran, and they {all} started traveling to the region of Canaan. When they arrived there, 8they traveled through
that region as far as the city of Shechem, to Moreh’s oak tree. At that time the Canaanites were {still living} in that

land, 7but Yahweh came to Abram and said {to him}, “I will give this land to your descendants.” So Abram built an
altar {out of large stones} in that place {and burned sacrifices on it} to worship Yahweh, because Yahweh had
appeared to him {there}.

8From {the city of} Shechem, Abram {and his family} moved {south} to the hill country that was east of {the town
of} Bethel. They set up their tents between Bethel to the west and {the town of} Ai to the east. There Abram built
another altar {and burned sacrifices on it} to worship Yahweh, and he addressed Yahweh by {his} name as he

worshiped him. °Then Abram {and his family} moved from place to place {southward} until they reached the Negev
{Desert}.

Abram and Sarai Go to {the Country of} Egypt {to Escape a Famine}

10Now there was a serious food shortage in that region, that was so severe that Abram {and his family} {left there
and} went down to {the country of} Egypt to live for a while. 1just before they arrived in Egypt, Abram said to his
wife Sarai, “Please listen {to me}: you {are} a very beautiful woman. ?When the people in Egypt see you {with me},
they will say that you are my wife. Then they will kill me and let you live {so that they can take you}. 3{So} please
tell people {that} you {are} my sister so that they will treat me well because of you and let me live.”
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14That is {exactly} what happened: When Abram {and his family} arrived in {the country of} Egypt, the people there
noticed that Sarai was {truly} very beautiful. 1>When some officers under Pharaoh {the king of Egypt} noticed her,
they highly recommended her to him. So he had them bring her to his palace {to be one of his wives}. 1®The king
thought that Abram was Sarai's brother, so he treated him well. He gave him many sheep and cattle, as well as men
and women servants, male and female donkeys, and camels.

7Byt since {King} Pharaoh had taken Abram'’s wife Sarai, Yahweh afflicted the king and his family {with} severe
illnesses. 1850 the king summoned Abram {before him} and said {to him}, “You have treated me very badly! You
should have told me that Sarai {is} your wife! 1?You should not have said that she {is} your sister, so that I ended up

taking her to be my wife! So now, here is your wife. Take {her} and leave {my country}!” 2°Then {King} Pharaoh
ordered {some of} his soldiers to make sure that Abram left, so they forced him to leave {the country}, along with
his wife and everything that he owned.

Chapter 13

Abram and Lot Go Separate Ways

150 Abram left {the country of} Egypt {and traveled} {back} to the Negev {Desert}. {He took} with him his wife and
everything that they owned, and also {his nephew} Lot. 2{By that time} Abram {had become} very rich, so that he

owned {many} livestock and {much} silver and gold. 3From the Negev {Desert} he {and his family} traveled from
place to place {northward} {until they came} to {the town of} Bethel, to the place where he had lived in tents

before, between {the towns of} Bethel and Ai. 4{That was} the {same} place where he had previously built an altar.
There {again} he {sacrificed animals on the altar and} worshiped Yahweh by name.

SLot was traveling with {his uncle} Abram, and he {and his family} also owned many sheep and cattle, as well as

{many} tents. ®In fact, there was not enough land to have enough food and water for both families {and their
animals} if they lived in the same area. They each owned so many servants and animals that it was not possible for

them to {all} live near each other. 7As a result, the men who took care of Abram’s livestock and the men who took
care of Lot's livestock started to argue with each other. Besides that, the Canaanites and the Perizzites were {also}
living in that land at that time.

8Finally {one day} Abram said to Lot, “Please, since we {are} close relatives, we need to do something so that you

and I and our herdsmen will not argue. 900k, the entire land is available to you {to choose from}. Please {choose
where you want to live, and} let's live in separate places. If {you choose} {the land to} the left {of here}, then I will
take {the land to} the right. Or if {you choose} {the land to} the right {of here}, then I will take {the land to} the left.”

10| ot looked {all} around and he noticed that the entire Jordan {River} Valley, all the way to {the town of} Zoar, had
plenty of water. {It was lush and green} like the garden that Yahweh had planted or like the country of Egypt. {That
is what it was like} before Yahweh destroyed {the cities of} Sodom and Gomorrah {which were also in that valley}.

150 Lot chose the entire Jordan {River} Valley for himself. Then he {left Abram and} moved to the east {to live

there}. That is how Abram and Lot ended up living in different places. 2Abram stayed {where he was} in the region
of Canaan, while Lot lived {in another part of the region} among the cities in the {Jordan River} valley and

{eventually} moved his tents to {the city of} Sodom {and stayed there}. 3Byt the people {who lived} in {the city of}
Sodom {were} extremely wicked and were {always} sinning against Yahweh.

God Promises to Give Abram {the Land of} Canaan and Many Descendants

14after Lot had left Abram, Yahweh said to Abram, “Look {all} around you from the place where you {live}. Look
north, south, east, and west. '3All the land that you see I will give to you and your descendants {to own} forever.

161N fact, I will give you so many descendants that they will be as {numerous as} the {specks of} dust on the earth.
No one will be able to count how many descendants you have, just as no one can count how many {specks of} dust
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there are. 17{So now,} start walking through the land {in all directions}. Go throughout the entire land {and look it
over}, because I am giving it {all} to you.” 18Then Abram {obeyed Yahweh and} moved his tents and settled near the
oak trees {on the land} owned by {a man named} Mamre, near {the city of} Hebron. There he built an altar {out of
stones} {and burned sacrifices on it} to {thank and} worship Yahweh.

Chapter 14

Abram Rescues Lot from Four Kings

1During that time Amraphel was the king over {the land of} Shinar, Arioch was the king over {the city of} Ellasar,
Chedorlaomer was the king over {the land of} Elam, and Tidal was the king over the Goyim {people}. 2Those {four}
kings {joined forces and} went to war against {five other kings, including} Bera {who was} the king over {the city of}
Sodom, Birsha {who was} the king over {the city of} Gomorrah, Shinab {who was} the king over {the city of} Admah,
Shemeber {who was} the king over {the city of} Zeboyim, and the king over {the town of} Bela, which {is also called}
Zoar. 3Those {five kings} all united their armies {as allies} {and fought against the four kings} in the Siddim Valley,
where the Salt Sea {is now}.

4{For} twelve years the five kings had paid tribute to {King} Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they started to
rebel {against him}. 5Then during the fourteenth year {King} Chedorlaomer and the {three} kings who {were} his
allies {united their armies and} went {to war} {against all their enemies}. {First} they defeated the Rephaites in {the
city of} Ashteroth-Karnaim, then the Zuzites in {the city of} Ham, the Emites in {the city of} Shaveh-Kiriathaim, %and
the Horites {who lived} in the Seir Mountains {all the ways} to {the city of} El Paran, which {is located} near the
desert. ’Next those {four} kings {and their armies} turned around and went to {the city of} En Mishpat, which {is
also called} Kadesh. They conquered the entire territory where the Amalekites lived, as well as the Amorites, who
lived in {the city of} Hazezon Tamar.

8Then the king over {the city of} Sodom, the king over {the city of} Gomorrah, the king over {the city of} Admah, the
king over {the city of} Zeboyim, and the king over {the town of} Bela, which {is also called} Zoar, marched out {with
their armies} into the Siddim Valley and got ready to fight 2against Chedorlaomer {who was} the king over {the
land of} Elam, Tidal {who was} the king over the Goyim, Amraphel {who was} the king over {the land of} Shinar, and
Arioch {who was} the king over {the kingdom of} Ellasar. {Then} the four kings attacked the five {kings} {and started
defeating them}.

19Now there were many tar pits in the Siddim Valley. As the kings over {the cities of} Sodom and Gomorrah {and
their soldiers} were running away {from the battle}, some {of their soldiers} died there {in the tar pits}. Those who
escaped ran away to the mountains {to hide}. ""Then the four kings seized all the {people's} belongings in {the
cities of} Sodom and Gomorrah, including all their food, and carried it away. '2They also carried off Abram’s
nephew Lot and his belongings, since he was living in {the city of} Sodom.

13But someone {from Sodom} escaped {from the battle} and went to Abram the Hebrew and reported {to him}
{what had happened}. {At that time} Abram was {still} living near the oak trees that were owned by Mamre the
Amorite, {who was} the brother of Eshcol and Aner. Those {three} men had made a pact with Abram {to be his
allies}. "When Abram heard that {the four kings} had captured his nephew {Lot}, he called together 318 of his
servants who had been born in his household and were skilled warriors. Then {together with his allies} they chased
after {the four kings and their armies} all the way to {the town of} Dan. 15There during the night Abram and his
men divided {into groups}, {surprise} attacked the {four} kings {and their soldiers}, and defeated them. Then they
chased them as far as {the town of} Hobah, which {is located} north of {the city of} Damascus. 16A5 a result, Abram
recovered all the {people’s} belongings {that the four kings had taken}. He also rescued his nephew Lot and his
belongings, as well as the women and {all} the other people {whom the kings had captured}.

20/1774



Genesis Genesis 15
Melchizedek Blesses Abram

17 After Abram defeated {King} Chedorlaomer and the {other} {three} kings who were Chedorlaomer’s allies, he
started to return {home}. When he reached the Shaveh Valley, which {is also called} the King's Valley, the king over
{the city of} Sodom came there and welcomed him. 18)\jelchizedek {who was} the king over {the city of} Salem {also
came there, and he} brought food and wine {for Abram and his men to eat and drink}. {King} Melchizedek {was
also} a priest who served the God who is greater {than all other gods}. 1950 he blessed Abram by saying {to him},

“May the greatest God, who owns heaven and earth, bless you.

20praise the greatest God,

because he enabled you to defeat your enemies!”

Then Abram gave {King} Melchizedek ten percent of everything {that he had recovered in the battle}. 2'After that,
the king over {the city of} Sodom said to Abram, “{Please} return to me the people {whom you rescued}, but keep

for yourself {their} belongings {that you recovered}.” 22But Abram replied to him, “{I will not keep anything,
because} I have raised my hand {and sworn} to Yahweh, {who is} the greatest God {and} the One who owns heaven

and earth, 23{that} I will not {accept} anything that is yours {or your people’s}, not even a {piece of} string or the

strap from a sandal. That way you can never say that you {were the one who} made me rich. 24{So} I {will} only
{keep} what my warriors ate and the part {of the plunder} that Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre deserve for being my
allies. {Please} let them have their part {of the plunder}.”

Chapter 15

God Makes a Covenant with Abram

1after that, Yahweh said to Abram in a vision,
“Abram, do not be afraid.

I will protect you,

{and} I will give you a very great reward.” 2But Abram said {to him}, “Yahweh my Master, even if you reward me
greatly, {that will not benefit me}, since I still have no children. So {when I die,} the one who will inherit all that I
have {is} {my servant} Eliezer {who is} {a foreigner} from {the city of} Damascus.” 3Then Abram continued, “That's
right, you have not given me any children, so that now {when I die}, {one of} my household servants will inherit
everything I own!” 4But immediately Yahweh said to Abram, “{No,} your servant {Eliezer} will not inherit your
property, rather it will be your very own {biological} son who will inherit it.” 5Then Yahweh took Abram outside {his
tent} and said {to him}, “Look {up} at the {night} sky and count how many stars there are, if {in fact} you are able to
count them {all}.” {While Abram was looking at the stars,} Yahweh said to him, “That is how many descendants you
will have.”

6Abram trusted Yahweh, and because of that, Yahweh considered him to be righteous. “Then Yahweh said to him,
“T am Yahweh who brought you {here} from {the city of} Ur that the Chaldeans rule, to give this land to you to own.”

8But Abram asked {him}, “Yahweh my Master, how can I be sure that this land will be mine?” 9Yahweh replied,
“Bring me a heifer, a female goat and a male sheep, each of which is three years old, as well as a dove and a young

pigeon.” 10506 {the next day} Abram brought all those {animals} to Yahweh {and killed them}. Then he cut the
animals’ bodies in half lengthwise and placed each half a short space across from the other half {in two rows},

except for the birds, which he did not cut in half. MThen {some} vultures flew down {and landed} on the {animal}
bodies {to eat them}, but Abram chased them away.
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12| ater as the sun was going down, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and suddenly, it became completely dark, and he

became terrified. 13Then Yahweh said to him, “I want you to know that your descendants will live as foreigners in a
country that is not their own. They will serve the people {of that country} {as slaves}, and those people will treat

them cruelly for 400 years. “But I will punish those people whom they serve. After that, your descendants will
leave {that country} and take many possessions with them. 5As for you, after you have lived a good long life, you

will die peacefully and join your ancestors {who have died before you}. 1®Then four generations later, your
descendants will return here {to live}, because that is when the Amorites will have sinned as much as I will allow
{before I take away their land and give it to your descendants}.

7When the sun had set, it became {very} dark. Then suddenly a {clay} pot {appeared} {that was full} of burning
coals and had smoke coming from it, and also a blazing torch, and they {both} went between the {animal} halves.

18At that time Yahweh made a {special} agreement with Abram and said, “I am giving your descendants this land,
{which extends} from Egypt's river {in the south} to the great Euphrates River {in the north}. 19¢That includes} {the

land which belongs to} the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 2%the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 2'the
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”

Chapter 16

Abram and {Sarai's Servant} Hagar Have {a Son Named} Ishmael

TNow Abram'’s wife Sarai had {still} not given birth {to any children} for him, but she owned an Egyptian servant

woman whose name was Hagar. 250 she told Abram, “Please listen {to this}: {As you know,} Yahweh has not allowed
me to have {any} children, {so} please have {marital} relations with my servant woman {Hagar} {so that} maybe I

can have a family through her {children}.” Abram agreed to do what Sarai requested. 3So Abram’s wife Sarai gave
her Egyptian servant Hagar to her husband Abram to be his {second} wife. {This happened} after Abram {and
Sarai} had lived in the region of Canaan for ten years.

4Then Abram had {marital} relations with Hagar, and she became pregnant. But when she realized that she was

pregnant, she started to disrespect her mistress {Sarai}. >°So Sarai complained to Abram, “It is your fault that I am
suffering! I gave my servant to you {to sleep with}, but now that she realizes that she is pregnant, she disrespects

me! I ask Yahweh to judge whether it is you or I who is responsible {for this}!" 6Abram replied to her, “Listen, you
are in charge of your servant. Do with her what{ever} you think is best.” Then Sarai treated Hagar so harshly that
she ran away {from home to get away} from her.

7Then one of Yahweh's angels came to Hagar by a spring of water in the desert. It was the spring by the road to
{the city of} Shur. 8And the angel asked {her}, “Hagar, who serves Sarai, where are you coming from, and where are

you headed?” She answered {him}, “I am running away from my mistress Sarai.” °But Yahweh's angel told her, “Go
back {home} to your mistress and {humbly} obey her {as her servant}.”

19Then the angel added, “I {Yahweh} will give you so many descendants that no one will be able to count them all,
because there will be so many of them.”

MThen the angel {also} told her,

“Listen, {as you know,} you are pregnant.

You will have a son,

and you are to name him Ishmael, {which means “God listens,"}

because Yahweh listened to you when you were suffering {and has helped you}.
12{When Ishmael grows up,} he will be {proud and free} {like} a wild donkey.
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He will fight against everyone,
and everyone will fight against him.
In fact, he will {even} be hostile

toward all his relatives.”

13after Yahweh spoke to Hagar, she called him El Roi, {which means “the God who sees.”} {She named him that,}

because she had exclaimed {to herself}, “I just now saw the back of {God who} sees me!” MThat is why the name of
that well is Beer Lahai Roi, {which means “Well of the Living One, who sees me."} It is {still} there between {the
cities of} Kadesh and Bered.

15Then Hagar {returned home and} gave birth to a son for Abram, and Abram named his son Ishmael. 1®Abram
{was} 86 years old when Hagar had Ishmael for him.

Chapter 17

More Details about God’s Agreement with Abram, including Circumcision

tvears} later, when Abram was ninety-nine years old, Yahweh came to him and told him, “I {am} God {who is} all-

powerful. Live in a way that pleases me so that you will be blameless. 1 will establish my agreement with you, and I
will increase {the number of} your descendants so that they are very numerous.”

3{When} Abram {heard that, he} bowed with his face to the ground {before God} {to show respect}, and God
continued speaking to him, #“Listen, this is what I will do to fulfill my agreement with you: I will make you the
ancestor of many people groups. 5So your name will no longer be Abram. Rather, {from now on} it will be Abraham,
because you will be the ancestor of many people groups. ®Yes, I will give you many, many descendants, so that you

will become {the ancestor of many} people groups. In fact, some of your descendants will be kings. 7I will establish
my agreement with you and {all} your descendants {who live} after you for {all} generations to come. It will be an

agreement that never ends, that I will be your God and {the God} of {all} your descendants. 8 will also give to you
and your descendants this land where you have been living as a foreigner, {yes,} the entire region of Canaan. They
will own it forever, and I will be their God.”

9Then God continued, “Now as for your part {in this agreement}, you must obey me. {That applies to} you as well as
{all} your descendants for {all} generations to come. 1%This is {what I require in} my agreement with you and your
descendants, which you {all} must obey: You must circumcise all males {who live} among you. 1Yes, you must
circumcise the foreskins of {all the males among} you, and that {custom} will remind {you all} that {I made} this
agreement with you. 12For all {future} generations you must circumcise {every} baby boy who is eight days old, {as
well as} all {other} males among your people. {That includes} males from your own family as well as those who
{are} not your descendants but {are servants whom you} bought from foreigners. 13{Yes,} you must definitely
circumcise {all of} them, {regardless of whether} they are sons from your own family or servants whom you have
bought. That is how you must mark my agreement on your bodies to show that it is an agreement that never ends.
41N fact, if any man refuses to let you circumcise him, you must {send him away and} not allow him to associate
with my people, {because} he has disobeyed {what I require in} my agreement.”

15God {also} told Abraham, “{As for} your wife Sarai, do not call her Sarai {anymore}. Rather, {from now on} her

name will be Sarah. 161 will bless her, and I will definitely enable her to bear a son for you. In fact, I will bless her so
that she will {have many descendants that will} become {many} people groups, and some of her descendants will
{even} be kings {who rule} over people groups.”

17swhen} Abraham {heard that, he} bowed with his face to the ground {before God} {to respect him}, but he
laughed {silently} and thought to himself, “How can a hundred-year-old man {like me} father a child? And how can
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Sarah who is ninety years old {still} have a baby?” '8So Abraham said to God, “Please let Ishmael be the one whom

you bless {as my heir}!" 19God replied, “Yes, but {it is} your wife Sarah {who} will give birth to a son for you. You
must name him Isaac. He {is the one} I will establish my agreement with, as a permanent agreement {that I will
also keep} with {all} his descendants {who live} after him.

2041 310 heard what you asked me to do for Ishmael. {So} this is what I will do: I will {also} bless him, and I will give
him many children and greatly increase {the number of} his descendants. {In fact,} he will be the father of twelve

{sons who become} {powerful} leaders, and I will make him {the ancestor of} a large people group. 2'But I will

establish my agreement with {your son} Isaac. Sarah will give birth to him at this time next year.” 22After he had
finished talking to Abraham, God left him and ascended {to heaven}.

23Then Abraham gathered his son Ishmael and all the {other} males who were born in his household and all {his
male servants} whom he had bought, {yes,} every male in his household. Then on that same day he circumcised
them, exactly as God had commanded him {to do}. 24Abraham {was} 99 years old when he was circumcised, 253nd
his son Ishmael was thirteen years old when {Abraham} circumcised him. 26(50 it was,} on that same day {both}

Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised. 27And all the {other} males in Abraham'’s household, {including}
those {who had been} born in his household as well as those {whom he had} bought {as servants} from foreigners,
were also circumcised.

Chapter 18

Yahweh Promises to Abraham and Sarah That They Will Have a Son

Then {one day} Yahweh appeared {again} to Abraham at the oak trees on Mamre’s land, while he was sitting {at}
the entrance of his tent during the hottest part of the day. 2Abraham looked up and saw that there were three men
standing a short distance away. As soon as he saw {them}, he {jumped up and} hurried {to them} to greet them.

Then he bowed {before them} {with his face} to the ground {to show respect}, 3and he said {to them?}, “Sirs, if you
consider me worthy {to be your host}, please do not leave here without letting me serve you {as my guests}.

4please let me bring {you} some water, so that you {all} can wash {the dust off} your feet, and then rest under {the

shade of} this tree. 3Since you are here with me, let me {also} bring some food {for you} {to eat}. That way you can
regain your strength before you continue on your way.” They replied {to him}, “Okay, do what you have proposed.”

650 Abraham quickly went to Sarah inside their tent and told her, “Quickly {get} three batches of our best flour and
bake {some} bread.” 7Then he ran {outside} to his herd {of cattle} and chose one of his best calves that would be

good to eat. Then he took it to one of his servants, and the servant quickly butchered it and cooked it. 8Then
Abraham brought {some} yogurt and milk and the meat that his servant had prepared, and he put it {all} before his
{three} guests {to eat}. Then he stood nearby them {where they were sitting} under the tree {and served them}
while they ate.

9Then {one of} the men asked Abraham, “Where {is} your wife Sarah?” Abraham answered, “{She is} there in the
tent.” 1%Then the man said {to Abraham?}, “I will definitely come back {here} to visit you at this time next year. When
I do, your wife Sarah will have a {baby} son.” Now Sarah was listening inside the entrance of the tent, which was
behind the man. "'She and Abraham were {already} very old, so that Sarah was {far} past the age that she could
have children. 2So she laughed to herself {in disbelief} and said {to herself}, “It doesn’'t seem possible that I could
experience the pleasure {of having a child} now that I am too old {to conceive}. Besides that, my husband is {also}
{very} old!” 13But Yahweh asked Abraham, “Sarah should not have laughed and said {to herself} that she is too old
to have a child! 14Nothing is too difficult for Yahweh {to do}! At the time that I have set, I will return to you {here}.

{Yes, I will come} at this time next year, and Sarah will {already} have a son.” 15When Sarah heard that,} she was
afraid, so she lied {to him} and said, “I did not laugh.” But Yahweh replied, “That is not true. You did laugh.”
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Abraham Tries to Save the People of Sodom from Being Destroyed by Yahweh

16{When they had finished eating,} the {three} men got up {to leave} and started walking down toward {the city of}
Sodom. Abraham escorted them {for a while} to see them on their way. 17Then Yahweh thought {to himself},
“Should I keep secret from Abraham what I am about to do {to the city of Sodom}? 18After all, he {and his
descendants} will definitely become a great and powerful people group, and through them I will bless all the
people groups in the world. 1°In fact, I have chosen him so that he will train his children and his descendants, so
that they will live the way I want them to live and do what is right and treat people justly. Therefore I will do for him
everything I have promised him {that I will do}.”

2050 Yahweh said {to Abraham}, “I have heard that {the people of} {the cities of} Sodom and Gomorrah have
become very evil, and they are sinning very terribly. 2'I must go down {to those cities} now to determine whether
{or not} they are guilty of everything that I have heard against them. If {they are} not {guilty}, {then} I will know {it}
{and I will not punish them}.”

22Then the {other two} men left and continued walking toward {the city of} Sodom, while Abraham remained
{there} with Yahweh. 23Then Abraham stepped closer {to Yahweh} and asked {him}, “Certainly you will not destroy
righteous {people} {along} with wicked {people}, will you? 2*What {will you do} if there are fifty righteous {people}
{living} in the city {of Sodom}? Will you really {still} destroy {all the people in} the city rather than let them all live
because of the fifty righteous {people} who live there? 2>Certainly you would never do such a thing as kill righteous
{people} {together} with evil {people}, so that you are treating them both the same way! Certainly you would never
do such a thing! As the Judge over everyone on the earth, certainly you will treat people justly.” 26Yahweh replied
{to him}, “If there are fifty righteous {people} {living} in the city of Sodom, then I will spare the whole city {and
everyone who lives there} because of them.”

27Then Abraham spoke up {again} and asked {Yahweh}, “My Lord, please excuse me for speaking to you so boldly,
even though I am {as insignificant as} dirt and ashes {compared to you}. 28¢But} what {will you do} if there are only
forty-five righteous {people} {in the city} instead of fifty? Will you destroy the whole city {and everyone in it} if there
are five people too few {who are righteous}?” Yahweh answered, “I will not destroy the city if there are forty-five
{righteous people} {living} there.”

29Then Abraham spoke again to Yahweh and asked, “What {will you do} if there are {only} forty {righteous people}
in the city? {Will you destroy it then?}’ Yahweh answered, “I will not destroy {the city}, in order to save the forty
{righteous people}.”

30Then Abraham pleaded {with him}, “My Lord, please do not be angry {with me}, but let me ask {you} {another
question}: What {will you do} if there are {only} thirty {righteous people} {living} there?” He replied, “I will not
destroy {the city} if there are thirty {righteous people} there.”

31Then Abraham asked {him}, “My Lord, please excuse me for speaking to you so boldly. What {will you do} if there
are {only} twenty {righteous people} {living} in the city?” Yahweh replied, “I will not destroy the city, in order to save
the twenty {righteous people}.”

32Then Abraham said, “My Lord, please do not be angry {with me}, but let me ask {you} just one more thing: What
{will you do} if there are {only} ten {righteous people} in the city?" Yahweh answered {him}, “I will not destroy {the

city}, in order to save the ten {righteous people}.” 33When Yahweh had finished talking with Abraham, he left {him},
and Abraham returned home.
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Chapter 19

Yahweh Destroys Sodom and Gomorrah

1That evening the two angels arrived at {the city of} Sodom, while Lot was sitting at the gate of the city. When Lot
saw them, he stood up and greeted them and {then} bowed {before them} with {his} face to the ground {to show

respect}. 2Then he said {to them}, “Sirs, please listen {to this}: Please come to my house so that I can serve you and
you can lodge for the night {there}. {That way} too {you can} wash {the dust off} your feet. Then {tomorrow
morning} you can get up early and continue traveling.” But the two angels replied, “Thank you, but we will {just}

stay in the public square tonight.” 3However Lot continued to urgently invite them until they {finally agreed and}
went with him to his house. Then Lot prepared a big meal for them, including {some} flat bread, and they {sat
down and} ate {the meal}.

4But} {after supper,} before they could lie down {to sleep}, {all} the men in the city of Sodom surrounded Lot's

house, including men of all ages. {In fact,} all the people from every part {of the city were there}. 5Then they
shouted to Lot, “Where {are} the {two} men who came to lodge with you tonight? Bring them outside to us so that

we can have relations with them!” 8But Lot went outside near the doorway {to talk} to them, and he closed the door
{of the house} behind him. 7Then he pleaded {with them}, “I beg you, my friends, do not do such an evil thing!

8 isten {to this} please: My two daughters have never had {marital} relations with a man. Allow me to bring them
out to you {instead} so that you can do with them whatever you want. But do not harm these men, because they

are my guests and I am responsible for their safety.” 9But the men of Sodom shouted {at him}, “Get out of our
way!” Then they complained {to each other}, “This guy came {here} as a foreigner, and now he thinks that he can
judge {us}!” {Then they shouted at Lot,} “We will do worse things to you than {we do} to your {two} guests!” Then

they started shoving hard against Lot and surged forward to break through the door {of his house}. 19But Lot's
{two} guests {opened the door}, reached outside and {quickly} pulled him {back} into the house with them and
closed the door. ""Then those two men {who were angels} caused the men who {were at} the door of the house to
be blind, including every last one of them, so that they exhausted themselves {groping around} trying to find the
door.

12Then the {two} angels asked Lot, “Do you have any other relatives here in Sodom? {If you have} sons-in-law or
sons or daughters or any {other} members of your family here, {then} {quickly} get them away from this city,

Bpecause we are about to destroy it. Yahweh has heard that the people of this city are guilty of serious sins, so he

has sent us to destroy the city.” So Lot went to his {future} sons-in-law who were engaged to his daughters, and
he warned them, “Hurry up {and} leave this city, because Yahweh is about to destroy it!” But his sons-in-law
thought that he was joking, {so they ignored him}.

13Early the next morning, the {two} angels urged Lot, “Hurry up {and} take your wife and your two daughters {out

of the city} so that you will not die when {God} punishes {the people of} the city.” 1®Lot hesitated, but Yahweh was
being merciful to him, so the {two} men took hold of Lot’s hand and the hands of his wife and two daughters and

led them out of the city. 17As {soon as} the angels had taken them outside {the city}, one of them said {to Lot}, “Run
away from here as fast as you can! Do not look behind you, and do not delay in the valley for any reason! Go

quickly to the hill country, or else you will die!” '®But Lot replied to them, “I beg you, sirs, do not {make us do that}.
9L isten {to me} please: You have treated me well even though I am unimportant, and you have been very kind to
me and saved my life. But I am not able to run {all the way} to the mountains before the disaster occurs and kills

me. 20{So} listen {to this} please: That town up ahead {is} near {enough} to run to {in time}, and it {is} {just} a small

{town}. Please let us run there, {and do not destroy it}. {After all,} it is very small. Then we can stay alive.” 21The
angel replied to Lot, “Alright, I will allow you to go to the {small} town that you're talking about, and I will not

destroy it. 22{But} hurry up {now and} run there, because I cannot destroy anything until you get there.” Since Lot
said the town was small, the name of the town is Zoar {which means “small"}.

23The sun was rising over the land as Lot {and his family} reached {the town of} Zoar. 24Then Yahweh caused fire
and burning rocks to fall like {heavy} rain from the sky on {the cities of} Sodom and Gomorrah. 251n that way, he
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{completely} destroyed those {two} cities and the rest of the valley, including everyone who lived in the cities and

{all} the plants in the area. 26But Lot's wife, {who was} {walking} behind him, glanced back {at the city}, and
{immediately} she turned into a statue of {solid} salt {rock}.

27Early that same morning, Abraham got up and returned to the place where he had stood with Yahweh {the
previous day}. 28He |ooked down at {the cities of} Sodom and Gomorrah and all {the rest of} the valley. There in
front of him, he saw that {lots of thick} smoke was billowing up over the land like smoke from a {huge} fire. 29When
God destroyed the cities in the valley, he did not forget Abraham {or his request}. So he saved Lot from the
catastrophe that he had sent to {completely} destroy the cities where Lot had been living.

Lot’'s Descendants from His Daughters

30After that, Lot was afraid to stay in {the town of} Zoar, so he and his two daughters moved from there to the
mountains, where they lived in a cave. 3'Then {one day} {his} older {daughter} said to {his} younger {daughter},
“Our father is elderly, and there are not any men around here to marry us, which {is} the custom {that people have}
everywhere else in the world. 32{So} come on, we should get our father drunk on wine. Then we can have {sexual}

relations with him so that we can continue our family line with him.” 33So that night Lot’s daughters got their father
drunk on wine. Then the older {daughter} went {to him} and had relations with him. But {he was so drunk that} he
was not {even} aware that she got in bed {with him} or that she left.

34The next day {Lot's} older {daughter} said to {his} younger {daughter}, “Listen, last night I had {sexual} relations
with our father. Tonight we should get him drunk on wine again. Then you {also} should go {and} have relations

with him so that we can continue our family line with him.” 35S0 that night Lot's daughters got their father drunk
on wine again. Then the younger {daughter} went {to him} and had relations with him. And {once again} {he was
so drunk that} he was not aware that she got in bed {with him} or that she left.

361n that way, both of Lot's daughters became pregnant from {having relations with} their father. 3’Later his older
{daughter} gave birth to a son, and she named him Moab, {which means “from my father."} He {became} the

ancestor of the Moabite people {who are still living} today. 38Lot’s younger {daughter} also gave birth to a son, and
she named him Ben-Ammi, {which means “son of my people.”} He {became} the ancestor of the Ammonite people
{who are still living} today.

Chapter 20

King Abimelech Takes Sarah to Be His Wife

TMeanwhile Abraham {and his family} left from the place where they were living {and moved south} to the Negev
{Desert} area. There they lived between {the cities of} Kadesh and Shur, and they stayed for a while in {the city of}

Gerar. 2{While they were there,} Abraham told {people} that his wife Sarah {was} his sister. So {one day} Abimelech,
{who was} the king of Gerar, had {some of his servants} bring Sarah {to his home} {to be his wife}. 3But that night
God appeared to {King} Abimelech in a dream and warned him, “Listen, you are about to die because the woman
whom you have taken {to be your wife} is {already} married to someone else!” 4However Abimelech had not {yet}
slept with Sarah, so he asked {God}, “Lord, will you kill {me and} my people even if {we are} innocent? 5Abraham
himself told me that Sarah was his sister. And she herself also said that he was her brother. {So} I took her {to be
my wife} with a pure conscience, and I did not know that I was doing anything wrong!” éGod replied to him in the
dream, “Yes, I realize that {it was} with a pure conscience that you took Sarah {to be your wife}. In fact, I {am the
one who} kept you from sinning against me. That is why I did not let you sleep with her. ’Now then, you must give
Abraham's wife back {to him}. He is a spokesman {for me}, so he will ask me to be merciful to you, so that you will
not die. However, if you refuse to give Sarah back {to him}, you can be sure that you and all your people will
definitely die!”
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8Early the next morning {King} Abimelech got up and called together all of his officials. He told them everything

that had happened, and they were very afraid {that God would punish them}. ®Then the king summoned Abraham
and scolded him {by saying}, “You have treated us very badly! I never did anything wrong to you, and yet you have
caused me and the people whom I rule to be guilty of sinning terribly! You have wronged me in ways that should

never be done {to anyone}!” 1%inally, {King} Abimelech asked him, “What motivated you to do what you did?"
M Abraham answered {him}, “{I did it,} because I thought that there was certainly no one in this city who revered
God, so {I was afraid} they would kill me to get my wife {for themselves}. 12geasides that, Sarah actually {is} my half-

sister. We have the same father, but different mothers, and {after we grew up,} we got married. ¢yearsy later
when God told me to leave my father’s family, I asked her to do me a favor and tell people wherever we go thatI
{am} her brother.”

14Then {King} Abimelech brought {many} sheep and cattle and male and female servants {to Abraham} and gave
{them all} to him. He {also} gave Abraham’s wife Sarah back to him. 15Then {King} Abimelech said {to him}, “Look,

my land {is} available to you. Live {wherever} you decide {is} best.” 16Then he {turned} to Sarah {and} said, “Listen, I
have given 1, 000 {pieces of} silver to your brother. 'm doing this so that everyone knows you did nothing wrong,

and to compensate you for everything {that has happened to you}.” 17Then Abraham asked God {to be merciful to
the king}. So God healed {King} Abimelech, as well as his wife and his female servants, and they were able to have

children {again}. "®{Previously} Yahweh had kept all the women in Abimelech’s household from conceiving because
he had taken Abraham'’s wife Sarah.

Chapter 21

Isaac’s Birth and Circumcision

Then Yahweh blessed Sarah {just} as he had said {he would}. Yes, he did for her {exactly} what he had promised
{to do}. 2So Sarah became pregnant and at the time {God had} appointed, she gave birth to a son for Abraham
when he was old, just as God had promised him {that she would}. 3Then Abraham named his son Isaac, {the son}

whom Sarah had given birth to. 4Also, when Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, which was exactly
what God had commanded him {to do}.

5Abraham {was} 100 years old when his son Isaac was born. 6/When he was born,} Sarah exclaimed, “God has

made me laugh {for joy}! Everyone who hears {about this} will laugh {for joy} with me!” 7She also exclaimed, “No
one would have {even thought of} telling Abraham {that} I would have children. Yet I have given birth to a son {for
him} when he is old!”

Sarah Has Abraham Send Hagar and Ishmael Away

8Isaac grew as a child and reached the age when his mother stopped nursing him. When that happened, Abraham
held a big feast {to celebrate}. 9But {during the feast} Sarah noticed that {Ishmael,} the son of {her} Egyptian

{handmaid} Hagar and Abraham, was making fun of {Isaac}. 1050 she {was angry and} told Abraham, “Get rid of
that servant woman and her son! Her son must never share {any part of} what my son Isaac inherits {from you}!"

MAbraham was very upset about that, because {Ishmael} was {also} his son {and he cared about him too}. 12t
God told him, “Do not be upset about the boy or your servant woman. {Rather} listen to everything Sarah tells you
{to do}, {and do it,} because Isaac is the one who will be the ancestor of your descendants {whom I promised to

you}. 13But I will also make your servant woman’s son become {the ancestor of} a {large} people group, because he
is your son.”

14Early the next morning Abraham got up, brought {some} food and a leather container {full} of water to Hagar
{and} put them on her back. Then he sent her off with the boy, and they left and wandered {around} in the desert

near {the city of} Beersheba. 5wWhen they had finished {all} the water in the container, she left her son under {the
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shade of} a bush. 16She thought {to herself}, “I cannot {bear to} watch my son die.” So she went {away from him}
and sat down by herself, about as far away as someone can shoot an arrow. Then she started crying loudly.

17God {also} heard the boy crying, so one of his angels called to Hagar from heaven and said, “What is the matter,

Hagar? Do not be afraid. God has heard the boy crying over there {and will take care of him}. 8{So} go help the boy
to get up, and take care of him, because I {Yahweh} will make him become {the ancestor of} a large people group.”

19Then God enabled Hagar to see a water well. So she went over {to the well}, filled her {water} container {with}
water, and gave her son some water to drink.

20As the boy grew up, God was with him {and helped him}. He lived in the {Paran} Desert and learned to hunt
skillfully with a bow {and arrows}. 2lwhile he was there, his mother found a wife for him {who was} from the
country of Egypt.

King Abimelech Makes a Treaty with Abraham

22\jeanwhile, one day {King} Abimelech {came} with his army captain Phicol to Abraham {and} said to him, “{I have

noticed that} God {is} with you {and helps you} in everything that you do. 22Now then, {please} vow to me here in
God's presence that you will never {again} deceive me or my children or my descendants. {Instead,} just as I have
treated you kindly, {vow that} you will {also} be kind to me and {my people in} this country where you are living.”

24pbraham replied {to him}, “I vow {that I will do those things}.”

25Then Abraham {also} confronted {King} Abimelech about a water well that Abimelech'’s servants had taken

control of {from Abraham’s servants}. 26But Abimelech responded, “I have no idea who did that. Besides that, you
did not tell me {about it} {before}, and so today is the first that I have heard about it.”

27Then Abraham gave {some of his} sheep and cattle to Abimelech, and he and Abimelech made a {peace} treaty
{with one another}. 28Ahraham {also} separated seven female lambs from the rest of the flock. 2955 Abimelech

asked him, “Why did you separate those seven lambs {from the rest of the flock}?” 3%Abraham replied, “Because I
want you to accept them from me, to show {everyone} that you agree with me that I dug this well {and it belongs

to me}.” 31{Abimelech accepted the lambs,} so Abraham named that place Beersheba, {which means “Well of the
Seven” or “Well of the Vow,"} because that's where they both vowed {to live at peace with one another}.

32pfter Abraham and {King} Abimelech made their {peace} treaty at Beersheba, Abimelech and his army captain
Phicol left {from there} and went back to {their homes in} the Philistines’ territory {that Abimelech ruled over}.

33Then Abraham planted an {evergreen} tree {named} tamarisk at {the place called} Beersheba, and there he

worshiped Yahweh, {who is} the God who lives forever. 34after that, Abraham lived {there} in the Philistines’
territory for many years.

Chapter 22

God Tests Abraham's Trust in Him

1Sometime later God {decided to} test Abraham. So he called to him, “Abraham!” Abraham replied, “Yes, {Lord}?"

2Then God commanded {him}, “Take your son {with you}, {yes,} your only son Isaac whom you love, and travel
{with him} to the region of Moriah. There you are to burn him up {on an altar} as a sacrifice {to me}, on one of the
mountains that I will show to you.”

350 the next morning Abraham got up early and put a {pack} saddle on his donkey {to get it ready} {for the trip}.
Then he got his son Isaac and two of his servants, and they chopped {some} {fire}wood that they would use to
burn the sacrifice {and loaded it on the donkey}. Then they started traveling to the place that God had told

Abraham {to go to}. 4Three days later Abraham looked {ahead} and in the distance he could see the mountain
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{where they were headed}. >Then he told his servants, “You {two} stay here with the donkey, while my son and I go
{to the mountain} over there and worship {God}. Then we will come back to you.”

6Then Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering {off the donkey} and loaded {it} on his son Isaac{’s shoulder}
{to carry}. He {himself} carried a fire {pot} {with hot coals in it} and a knife {to kill the sacrifice}. Then the two of
them walked on together. 7iAs they walked,} Isaac said to Abraham, “Father?” Abraham replied, “Yes, my son?” Then
Isaac asked {him}, “I see {that we have} the fire {coals} and the {fire}wood, but where {is} the lamb that {we} will

burn as a sacrifice {to God}?” 8Abraham answered {him}, “My son, God himself will provide a lamb for us to burn as
a sacrifice {to him}.” Then they continued walking together {toward the mountain}.

9When they reached the place that God had told him {to go to}, Abraham built a {stone} altar there and put the
wood {on top of it}. Then he tied his son Isaac{’s arms and legs} {with rope} and laid him on top of the wood on the

altar. 1°Then he picked up the knife {in order} to kill his son. 1"But one of Yahweh's angels called to him from

heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” And he replied, “Yes, {Lord}?" 12Then the angel told {him}, “Do not harm your son or
do anything {else} to him. Now I know that you revere me, since you {obeyed me and} did not refuse to sacrifice
your son to me, {even though he is} your only son.”

13Then Abraham looked around and there behind {him} he saw a ram that had its horns stuck in a bush. So he
{released Isaac,} went {over to the ram} and untangled it. {Then he killed it} and burned it {on the altar} as a

sacrifice {to God} in place of his son. That is why Abraham named that place Yahweh-Yireh, {which means
“Yahweh will provide"}. {Even} today people {still} say, “On Yahweh’'s mountain he will provide what you need.”

15Then Yahweh's angel called to Abraham from heaven again. '®He said, “This is what Yahweh declares {to you}:
‘With myself {as my own witness}, I vow {to you} that since you have obeyed me and did not hold back your son

{from me}, {yes,} your only son, "I will abundantly bless you. In fact, I will give you so many descendants {that they
will be} {as numerous} as the stars in the sky and {as numerous} as the {grains of} sand on the seashore. They will

defeat their enemies and rule over them. "¥Through your descendants {I} will bless all the people groups on the
earth. {I will do that} because you obeyed me."”

19After that, Abraham returned {with Isaac} to his {two} servants. Then together they {all} traveled {back} {home}
to {the city of} Beersheba, and Abraham {and his family} stayed there.

Abraham's Brother Nahor's Twelve Sons

2055 metime later someone told Abraham, “I have news {for you}: Your brother Nahor and {his wife} Milcah also
have {some} sons, 21The oldest son {is} Uz, {the second is} Buz, and {the third is} Kemuel, {who is} the father of
Aram. ?%({They also have sons named} Kesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.” 22Bethuel had {a daughter

named} Rebekah. Those {are} the eight {sons} {that} Milcah had for Abraham'’s brother Nahor. 24Besides that,
Nahor and his servant-wife Reumah also had {some sons, including} Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah.

Chapter 23

Sarah Dies and Abraham Buys Some Land to Bury Her Body

1Sarah lived to be 127 years old. That is how old she was 2when she died in {the city of} Kiriath Arba, which is {now
called} Hebron, in the region of Canaan. Abraham went {to her} and cried and mourned for her. 3Later he stood up

from {mourning} beside her and {went} to {the leaders of} the Hittites {at the city gates} and said to them, dups
you know,} I {am} a foreigner who is living among you {so I do not own any property here}. {Please} sell me some

of your land so I have a place to bury {the body of} my wife who has died.” >{The leaders of} the Hittites responded
to Abraham, ®“Sir, {please} listen to what we propose: You are a powerful man {living} among us. {So} {you may}
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bury {the body of} your wife who has died in {any} one of our best burial sites. All of us are willing for you to use
{any of} our burial sites to bury her.”

7Abraham stood up and bowed {in respect} in front of {the leaders of} the Hittites, who owned the land {in the
area}. 8Then he said to them, “If you are willing {for me} to bury my deceased {wife} {here}, {please} help me by

asking Ephron the son of Zohar °to sell me his cave that is at the edge of his field in the Machpelah {area}. Ask him
to sell it to me for its full price, with {all of} you {here} to witness {the sale}. That way I will have a place where I can
bury {my wife who has died}.” 10N ow Ephron the Hittite was sitting {there at the meeting} among the {other} Hittite
leaders, so he replied to Abraham as the {other} leaders listened, including everyone who had gathered {there} at
the city gate. He said, "“That's not necessary, sir. {Please} accept this offer: I {hereby} give you the {entire} field,
including the cave that {is} in it. I am giving it to you {now} as the leaders of my people watch. {You may} bury your
deceased {wife} {there}.”

12Then Abraham bowed {again} before the leaders who owned the land {in the area}. 13ps they listened, he said to
Ephron, “Rather {than that}, since you are willing {to let me have the field}, please accept my offer. I want to pay
{you} the {full} price for the field. {Please} let me buy it from you, so that {it will be mine and} I can bury {my wife}
there who has died.” "Ephron responded to Abraham, 13Sir, {please} listen to me. The land {is worth} 400 shekels
of silver. {However} since you and I are friends, there is no need for that. {Go ahead and} bury your deceased {wife}

{there}.” 'Abraham agreed with Ephron’s price, and he paid Ephron the {amount of} silver that he had suggested
while {the rest of} the Hittites listened. {Abraham weighed the} 400 shekels of silver using the standard weights
that sellers used {at that time}.

1759 Ephron sold his field {to Abraham}, including the cave that {was} in the field, as well as all the trees that {were}

inside its boundaries. The field was in the Machpelah {area} near {the city of} Mamre. {Ephron sold that field} 189
Abraham, and it became his property while the Hittites watched, including everyone who had gathered at the city

gate. 19after that, Aoraham put {the body of} his wife Sarah in the cave in that field in the Machpelah {area} east of

{the city of} Mamre, that is, Hebron, in the region of Canaan. 205, {that is how} that field, including the cave that
{was} in the field, was {officially} sold to Abraham by the Hittites, so that he had a place where he could bury {his
wife who had died}.

Chapter 24

Abraham Finds a Wife for Isaac

1Abraham had lived a long time and was {now} {very} old, and Yahweh had blessed him in every way. 2(0ne day}
Abraham said to his chief household servant, who managed his entire estate for him, “Please put your hand under

my thigh {to show that you will do what I ask}. 3l want you to vow {to me}, with Yahweh the God who rules the
heavens and the earth as your witness, that you will not arrange for my son {Isaac} to marry {any of} the Canaanite

women who live around us here. 4Rather, you must go to the country where I grew up, to my relatives {who live
there}, and find a wife for him {from there}.”

5But {Abraham’s} servant asked him, “What {should I do} if the {young} woman {I find} refuses to come {back} with
me to this land {to live}? Do you want me to take your son back {there} to your home country {to marry her} {and

live there}?” 6Abraham answered him, “{No,} be sure that you never take my son back there {to live}, 7{because}
Yahweh, the God who rules the heavens, brought me {here} from my father’s household and from the land where
{the rest of} my relatives live, and he vowed to me that he will give this land to my descendants. He will send one of
his angels ahead of you {to help you}, so that you will find a woman from my home land for my son {to marry}.

8Byt if the woman {you find} refuses to come back {here} with you, then you will be free from {keeping} this vow
that you are making to me {now}. But {no matter what happens,} never take my son back to my home country!”

950 {Abraham’s} servant put his hand under his master’s thigh and vowed to him that he would do what Abraham
had requested him to do. 1®Then he got ten of his master’s camels ready {for the trip}, and after he loaded them
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with all kinds of valuable things from his master {to use as gifts}, he left {with some other servants} and made the

{long} trip to {the region of} Aram Naharaim, to the city where Nahor lived. Mawhen they arrived there,} Abraham's
servant had the camels kneel down {to rest} outside the city near the well {that was there}. It was evening time,
when the {young} women {of the city} were starting to come out {to the well} to draw water.

12Then Abraham's servant prayed, “{Dear} Yahweh, {who is} the God {who takes care} of my master Abraham,
please help me succeed today and {in that way} be kind to my master. 13As you see, I am standing by this well, and

young women from the city are coming {here} to draw water. 14{Please} make it happen {that} when I say to one of
the young women, ‘Please lower your jug so that I can have a drink,’ she will say {to me}, ‘Have a drink and I will
also draw water for your camels.’ {Then I will know that} she {is the one} you have chosen to be the wife of Isaac
who serves you, and that you have been kind to my master.”

15Before Abraham'’s servant had {even} finished praying, he saw {a young woman named} Rebekah coming out {of
the city} carrying a water jug on her shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel, {who was} the son of Milcah and

Abraham'’s brother Nahor. 18She was a very beautiful unmarried young woman, who had never had {marital}
relations with a man. She walked down to the well, filled her jug {with water} and came {back} up {carrying it on
her shoulder}.

17Then {Abraham'’s} servant ran to meet her and said {to her}, “Please let me have a little water to drink from your
jug.” 8She replied, “{Please} have a drink, sir” Then she quickly lowered her jug {from her shoulder} to her hands
and let him drink {some water} {from it}. 19After that, she said {to him}, “I will also draw water for your camels until

they have had enough to drink.” 2°Then she quickly emptied {the rest of the water from} her jug into the {animal
drinking} trough {that was there} and ran back {and forth} to the well to draw {more water}, until she had drawn

{enough} for all of the camels. 21\eanwhile {Abraham’s} servant silently watched Rebekah {and waited} to find out
whether or not Yahweh had made him successful on his journey {to find a wife for Isaac}.

22Finally, when the camels had finished drinking, the servant {gave Rebekah} a gold nose ring that weighed one
beka, and two gold bracelets for her wrists that weighed ten shekels {each}. 23Then he asked {her}, “Please tell me
who your father {is}. {Also,} is there room at his house for me and my men to spend the night {there}?” 24Rebekah
answered him, “My father {is} Bethuel, {and he is} one of Nahor and Milcah’s sons.” 25Then she added, “We have
plenty of both straw and {other} feed {at our house} {for the camels to eat}, {and there is} also {enough} room {for
you all} to stay {there} tonight.” 26Then the servant bowed to the ground and worshiped Yahweh, 2’by saying,
“Praise Yahweh, the God {who takes care} of my master Abraham! He has never stopped being kind and faithful to
my master, and he has guided me on {my} journey {here} {to} the home of my master’s relatives!”

28Then Rebekah hurried {home} and told her mother’s family about what had happened. 2°Rebekah had a brother
whose name {was} Laban, and he rushed out to the well where Abraham’s servant was. 3%As soon as Laban had
seen the nose ring {that his sister was wearing} and the bracelets on her arms and had heard her announce what
the servant had said to her, he went {out} to meet him. He found him standing with {his} camels at the well. 3'Then
Laban said {to him}, “Come {with me}, you whom Yahweh has blessed. There is no need for you to stand out here. I
have gotten our house ready {for you and your men to stay with us} and {there is also} a place for {your} camels {to
stay}.”

3254 Abraham'’s servant went home {with Laban}. {When they arrived there,} Laban unloaded the camels, and he
gave straw and {other} feed to them {to eat}. {He} also {gave} water {to the servant} and the men who {were} with

him to wash their feet. 33Then {Laban's family} served them a meal to eat, but the servant said {to them}, “Before I
can eat, I need to tell {you} why I am here.” Laban responded {to him}, “{Please} tell {us} {what you have to say}.”

3450 the servant told {them}, “I am Abraham's servant. 3%Yahweh has abundantly blessed my master, so that he has
become wealthy. Yahweh has given him {many} sheep and cattle, {much} silver and gold, {many} male and female

servants, and {many} camels and donkeys. 3®Besides that, my master’s wife Sarah gave birth to a son for him when

she was old, and my master has given him everything that he owns. 37{Before I came here,} my master made me
vow {to do something for him}. He said, ‘You must not arrange for my son {Isaac} to marry {any of} the Canaanite
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women whose land we have been living in. 38Rather, go to my father’s family, to my {own} relatives, and find a wife
for my son {from among them}.' 3950 [ asked my master, ‘What {should I do} if the {young} woman {I find} refuses

to come {back} {here} with me? 4°He answered me, 'Yahweh whom I serve will send one of his angels with you. He
will make you succeed on your journey, so that you will find a wife for my son from {among} my relatives,

{someone} from my father’s family. 1At that time you will be free from {keeping} the vow {you are making} to me:
If you find a wife for Isaac but my family refuses to let her go with you, then you will be free from {keeping} your
vow to me.’

424Then today when I came to {your city's} well, I prayed, {Dear} Yahweh, {who is} the God {who takes care} of my
master Abraham, if you are willing, please give me success on this journey that I have made. 43As you see, I am
standing {here} near {this} well. {Please} make it happen {that} when a young woman comes out {of the city} to
draw water and I ask her, “Please let me drink a little water from your jug,” 44if she replies, “{Yes,} have a drink and I
will also draw water for your camels,” {then} {let} her {be} the woman whom {you} Yahweh have chosen to be the
wife of my master’s son.’

45«Before I had {even} finished praying quietly, suddenly I saw Rebekah coming out {of the city} carrying her
{empty} {water} jug on her shoulder. She walked down to the well and filled her jug with water, so I asked her, ‘May

I please have a drink {of water}?' 46She quickly lowered her jug from her {shoulder} and said, ‘Have a drink, and I
will also draw water for your camels.’ So I took a drink {from her jug}, and she also gave water to my camels.

47Then I asked her, ‘Who {is} your father?’ She answered, ‘My father is Bethuel, {who is} one of Nahor and Milcah's

sons.’ After that I gave her a nose ring and bracelets to wear. 8Then I bowed {to the ground} and worshiped and
praised Yahweh, the God {who takes care} of my master Abraham, because he guided me right where I should go

to find the granddaughter of my master’s brother {to be the wife} for my master’s son. 4°So now, {please} tell me
whether or not you are willing to be kind and faithful to my master {by letting her come with me}, so thatI can
decide what to do {next}.”

50Then Laban and Bethuel answered {Abraham'’s servant}, “{It is clear that} Yahweh has made {all} this happen, {so}
it is not our place to tell you anything different. 5100k, here {is} Rebekah. Take {her with you} and return {home}
so that she can marry your master’s son as Yahweh has guided.” >When Abraham's servant heard what they said,

he bowed to the ground {and thanked} Yahweh. 53Then he took out {expensive gifts, including} silver and gold
jewelry, and {also} {beautiful} clothing, and gave {them} to Rebekah. He {also} gave {valuable} gifts to her brother
and mother.

34Then Abraham's servant and his men ate {supper} and slept {there} that night. {Early} the next morning after
everyone got up, Abraham's servant said {to Rebekah'’s family}, “{Please} let me return {home} {now} to my master.”

55But Rebekah's brother and her mother replied, “{Please} let the young woman stay {here} with us {for another}
ten days or so. Then you can go and take her {with you}.” 56But the servant said to them, “{Please} do not delay me.

Now that Yahweh has made my journey successful, let me go so that I can return to my master.” 57So they replied,
“Let’s call Rebekah and ask her what she wants to do.”

5850 they called for her and asked her, “Do you want to go {now} with this man?” She answered {them}, “{Yes,} I will
go {now}.” 5950 they {agreed to} send their sister Rebekah and her {personal} servant {who had helped raise her},
with Abraham’s servant and his companions. 8®They blessed Rebekah by saying to her,

“Sister, we pray that God will give you
countless thousands {of descendants},

and that he will help them conquer
{all} their enemies and rule over them!” ®1After Rebekah and her servants {who were going with her} packed their

things, they got up on the camels {they were going to ride} and went with Abraham'’s servant. So {Abraham'’s}
servant took Rebekah {with him} and started the journey {back} {home}.
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62\1eanwhile Isaac returned {home} from visiting {the place called} Beer Lahai Roi. {At that time} he was living in
the Negev {Wilderness}. 83{One day} as it was becoming evening, he went to the field to pray. {As he was praying,}
he looked up and suddenly he saw {in the distance} {some} camels coming {toward him}. 64Rebekah {also} looked

up and saw Isaac. Immediately she got down from the camel {that she was riding}, 653nd asked {Abraham’s}
servant, “Who is that man in the field who is walking {this way} to greet us?” The servant answered {her}, “He {is}
my master {Isaac}.” So she covered her face with a veil {to show modesty}.

56Then the servant told Isaac everything that he had done {on the journey}. ’Then Isaac took Rebekah into the
tent where his mother Sarah had lived, and he married her, so that she became his wife. Isaac loved her, and he
was happy again after {mourning for} his mother {who had died}.

Chapter 25

Abraham and Keturah’s Descendants

Then Abraham got married again, and his wife’s name {was} Keturah. 25he had sons with him {whom they named}
Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 3{Her son} Jokshan had {sons named} Sheba and Dedan.

Dedan’s descendants became {people groups named} the Asshurites, Letushites, and Leummites. 4{Keturah’s son}
Midian had sons {named} Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All of those {were} Keturah’'s descendants
{whom she had with Abrahamj}.

SAbraham gave everything that he owned to Isaac. ®He also gave {valuable} gifts to the sons that his servant wives
had {with him}, but after that he made them move away to the east country {so that they would live} far away from
his son Isaac.

Abraham Dies and Is Buried

7Abraham lived to be 175 years old. 8Then he took his last breath and died at a very old age. After he had lived a

long and satisfying life, he joined his ancestors {who had already died}. °His sons Isaac and Ishmael put his body in
the cave of Machpelah {which was} in the field that had belonged to Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, east of

{the city of} Mamre. 10¢That is} the {same} field that Abraham had bought from the Hittites. That is {the cave}

where his sons buried his body next to {the body of} his wife Sarah {whom he had buried there before}. Mafter
Abraham died, God blessed his son Isaac, who lived near {the well} Beer Lahai Roi.

Ishmael’'s Descendants

12\What follows {is} a record of the descendants of Abraham’s son Ishmael, the son Abraham had with Sarah’s
Egyptian slave woman Hagar. '3Here is {a list of} the names of Ishmael's sons, {given} in the order that they were
born: His oldest {son} {was} Nebaioth, followed by Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, *Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 1°Hadad,
Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedermah. 16Those were Ishmael's {twelve} sons, who became the leaders of twelve
tribes that were named after them, and each tribe lived in its {own} towns and villages. 171shmael lived a total of

137 years. Then he took his last breath and died, and he joined his ancestors {who had died before him}. 18His
descendants lived {throughout the area that extended} from {the region of} Havilah to {the wilderness of} Shur
that {is} east of {the country of} Egypt as you head {from there} to {the city of} Asshur. They lived as enemies
against all their relatives.

The Birth of Isaac’s Twin Sons Jacob and Esau

194ere {is} {more of} the history about Abraham'’s son Isaac and his descendants: {After} Abraham had Isaac,
20153ac {grew up and} married Rebekah when he was forty years old. {She was} a daughter of Bethuel, {who was}
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an Aramean from {the region of} Paddan Aram, and her brother was Laban {who was also} an Aramean. 21However
{for many years} Rebekah was not able to become pregnant, so Isaac prayed that Yahweh would give her children.

Yahweh did what Isaac prayed for, so that she became pregnant {with twins}. 22t the {two} babies wrestled with
each other inside her, so she asked, “Why is this happening to me?” Then she asked Yahweh about it. 23Yahweh
answered her,

“{The ancestors of} two {future} people groups {are} inside you.
They will be enemies {starting now} even before they are born.
One of them will be more powerful than the other,

so that the older {son’'s descendants} will serve the younger {son’s descendants}.”

24| ater when it was time {for Rebekah} to give birth, sure enough, {there were} twin boys inside her! 25The first
{one} who was born was completely covered with thick red hair. So his parents named him Esau, {which means

“hairy."y 26Next his brother was born, with his hand grabbing on {tightly} to Esau’s heel. So they named him Jacob,
{which means “heel-grabber.”} Isaac {was} sixty years old when Esau and Jacob were born.

Esau Sells His Rights as the Firstborn Son to Jacob

27\When the boys grew up, Esau became a skilled hunter and he enjoyed {being} in the open country, but Jacob had

a quiet personality and {preferred} to work at home. 28[saac’s favorite son was Esau, because he liked to eat the
meat of wild animals {that Esau hunted}, whereas Rebekah’s favorite son was Jacob.

29{0ne day} when Jacob was making {some} soup, Esau came home from {hunting out in} the open country and he
{felt} weak {and hungry}. 3%So Esau requested from Jacob, “Please let me have some of that very red soup because
I {feel} weak {and hungry}!” That is why Esau’s nickname was Edom, {which means “red.”} 3'But Jacob replied, “First
trade your rights as the oldest son to me {for the soup,} {then I will give you some}.” 32Esau responded, “Look, I am

about to die {from hunger}! So my birthright is of no use to me {right now}.” 3:"’Jacob insisted, “{First} make a vow to
me today {before God} {that your rights are now mine}!" So Esau vowed to Jacob that he had traded his rights as

the oldest son to him {for the soup}. 34Then Jacob gave Esau {some of} the lentil soup with {some} bread, and Esau
{quickly} ate the meal and left. In that way, Esau treated his birthright {carelessly} as if it had no value.

Chapter 26

God Establishes His Covenant with Isaac

"Now there was {another} severe food shortage in the region. {This was} a different shortage from the one that
had happened {years} before, while Abraham was still alive. So Isaac {and his family} went to {the city of} Gerar to
{ask for help from} King Abimelech, who ruled over the Philistines. 2Then Yahweh appeared to Isaac and
commanded {him}, “Do not go to {the country of} Egypt, {rather} stay in this land where I tell you {to live}. 3Live {as
a foreigner} in this region, and I will stay with you and prosper you. In fact, I will give all the {surrounding} regions

to you and your descendants, and I will continue {to keep} the vow that I made to your father Abraham #that I will
make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky. I will also give them all these regions. In fact, through

your descendants {I} will bless all the people groups on the earth. 3{I will do all that} because Abraham obeyed me
and did everything that I ever commanded {him} {to do}.”

Isaac Lies about His Wife Rebekah to the Philistines

6Then Isaac {did what God said and} settled {with his family} in {the city of} Gerar. "Now Rebekah {was} very
beautiful, so the men in that city started asking {Isaac} about her. Isaac was afraid they might kill him in order to
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have her, so he {lied and} told {them} she {was} his sister. 8{One day} after Isaac had lived there a long time, the
Philistines’ King Abimelech looked down from a window {of his palace} and saw to his surprise that Isaac was

showing affection to his wife Rebekah. 950 Abimelech summoned Isaac and scolded {him}, “It is obvious that
Rebekah {is} actually your wife! So why did you tell us that she {is} your sister?” Isaac answered him, “{I said that}

because I thought someone might kill me in order to have her {as a wife}.” 10Then Abimelech scolded {him}
{further}, “You have treated us very badly! Sooner or later, one of my men could have slept with your wife, and you

would have caused us to be guilty {of adultery}!” 1"Then {King} Abimelech warned all {his} people, “I will definitely
execute anyone who harms Isaac or his wife!”

Isaac Has Conflict with the Philistines over His Wells

121saac planted crops in that area, and that year he gathered {a huge harvest that was} a hundred times {more
than what he had planted}. Yahweh continued to bless him, 13so that he became richer and richer until he was
extremely wealthy. He owned many sheep and cattle and {he also owned} many servants. As a result, the

Philistines were jealous of Isaac. '3So they filled up with dirt all the wells that the servants of his father Abraham
had dug while he was {still} alive.

16Then {King} Abimelech said to Isaac, “{Please} move away from us, because you are so powerful {that you are a
threat} to us.” 7So Isaac moved from {the city of} Gerar and pitched his tents in the Gerar Valley and stayed there

{for a while}. '®Then Isaac {had his servants} dig the dirt out of the wells that Abraham'’s servants had dug and
{that} the Philistines had {just} filled {with dirt}. He gave the wells the same names that his father had given them.

19Next Isaac’s servants dug {at a new place} in the valley and discovered a source of fresh water there. 2°But the
herdsmen from {the city of} Gerar argued with Isaac's herdsmen and said, “That well is ours!” So Isaac named the

well Esek, {which means “argument,”} because they argued with him {about it}. 21Then Isaac’s servants dug
another well, but Gerar's herdsmen argued {with them} about that one too, so Isaac named it Sitnah, {which

means “hostility."} 22Then Isaac {and his family} moved from there and he {had his servants} dig a third well. {This
time} Gerar's herdsmen did not argue about it, so he named it Rehoboth, {which means “space,”} because he said,
“Finally Yahweh has provided space for us, so that we will prosper in the land.”

23From there Isaac {and his family} went south to {the city of} Beersheba. 24That night Yahweh appeared to him
and said {to him}, “I {am} the God whom your father Abraham serves. Do not be afraid, because I {will always be}
with you. I will bless you and make your descendants numerous, just as {I promised} to Abraham, who serves me.”

2550 Isaac built an altar there {at Beersheba} and worshiped Yahweh by name. He also set up his tents there, and
his servants started digging {another} well there {too}.

26Then {King} Abimelech went to Isaac from {the city of} Gerar with his adviser Ahuzzath and his army commander
Phicol. ?’Isaac asked them, “Why have you come to me, {especially} since you have been hostile toward me and

forced me to move away from you?” 28They answered {him}, “It is very obvious to us that Yahweh is with you {and
blessing you}, and we decided that we should make a vow with you {to live in peace with one another}. So {please}

let us make a {peace} treaty with you, >?that you will never harm us, just as we never harmed you, but only treated
you well and sent you away in peace. {As a result,} Yahweh has now blessed you.” 3%Then Isaac prepared a feast,

and they {all} ate and drank {together}. 31Early the next morning they got up and made vows to one another {that
they would keep their treaty}. Then Isaac said goodbye to them, and they went home from him in peace.

32That {same} day Isaac’s servants came to inform him about the well that they had been digging and announced,

“We have struck water!” 3350 Isaac named the well Shebah, {which means “vow.”} That is why {even} today the
name of that city {is} still Beersheba, {which means “well of the vow."}
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Esau’s Foreign Wives

34when Esau was forty years old, he married {two} Hittite women: Judith, whose father was Beeri, and Basemath,

whose father was Elon. 33Isaac and Rebekah were very distressed that their son had married foreign women
{rather than a woman from their own religion and people group}.

Chapter 27

Jacob Steals Esau’s Blessing from Their Father Isaac

10ne day when Isaac was an old man and he could no longer see, he sent for his older son Esau and said to him,
“My son.” Esau answered him, “Yes, {sir}?" 2Then Isaac told {him}, “Please listen {closely}: T am an old man {now}
{and} I do not know when I will die. 3So then, get your bow and arrows, go out in the open country and hunt

{some} deer {meat} for me. #4Next {use the meat to} cook a delicious meal for me the way that I like it, and bring it
to me to eat so that I can bless you before I die.”

SRebekah overheard what Isaac said to his son Esau. So after Esau had gone out to the open country to hunt, ®she

said to her son Jacob, “Listen, I {just} overheard your father tell your brother Esau to get him {some} deer {meat}
and {use it to} cook a delicious meal for him to eat. Then before he dies, he wants to bless Esau with Yahweh as his

witness. 8So then, my son, listen to me and do what I tell you {to do}. 9Please go {out} to our flock {of goats} and
get for me two of the best young goats. I will {use the meat from them to} cook a delicious meal for your father,

{just} the way that he likes it. "°Then you can take the meal to your father to eat, so that he will bless you before he
dies.”

MBut Jacob responded to his mother, “As you know, my brother Esau has hairy skin, but I have smooth skin. 12What
if my father feels my skin? He will {recognize me and} realize that I am trying to deceive him. Then he will curse me

instead of blessing me.” '3But his mother replied, “{If that happens,} may God curse me instead of you, my son.
Just listen to me, and go get {two goats} for me!” 14SoJacob went {to the flock} and selected {two goats} and took
{them} to her. Then she cooked a delicious meal the way that his father liked it. 5She also got her older son Esau’s

finest clothes that she had in the house and had her younger son Jacob put them on. 1®And she used the goat
skins to cover Jacob’s arms and the part of his neck that had no hair {on it}.

17Then she handed the delicious meal to Jacob, including some bread that she had baked. '®He took the meal to

his father and said, “Father.” His father answered, “Yes? Which of my sons {are} you?” 19Jacob replied to his father, "I
am Esau, your oldest son. I have done what you requested me {to do}. {So now} please sit up and eat some of the

deer {meat} that I have cooked {for you}, so that you can bless me.” 20B,t Isaac asked him, “How were you able to
find {the deer} so quickly, my son?” Jacob answered, “Yahweh, {who is} the God who takes care of you, helped me
to succeed.”

21Then Isaac said to him, “My son, please come here so that I can feel you and make sure that you are really my
son Esau.” 22SoJacob stepped closer to his father Isaac, and his father felt him and thought {to himself}, “{Hmm,}
his voice {sounds like} Jacob’s voice, but {his} arms {feel like} Esau’s arms."” 2350 Isaac was not able to identify who
Jacob was because his arms felt hairy like his brother Esau’s. Isaac was about to bless Jacob, 24put {first} {he

wanted to be completely sure, so} he asked {him}, “Are you really my son Esau?” Jacob answered, “{Yes,} I am.” 250
Isaac said {to him}, “Serve me {the meal} so that I can eat some of your deer meat and bless you.” Then Jacob
served {the meal} to his father and he ate {it}. Jacob also served him wine and he drank {it}.

26Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Come here and kiss me, my son.” 27So Jacob went over {to his father} and kissed him
{on the cheeks}. {As he did that,} his father recognized the fragrance of Esau’s clothes, so he blessed him and said,

“Ahh, my son, you smell {wonderful}
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like the fragrance of a field
that Yahweh has caused to flourish!
281 ask God to provide you {and your descendants} {plenty of} rain from the sky {for your crops and animals}
and riches from the earth,

including abundant harvests and {much} wine.

291 also ask God to cause nations to serve

and honor you {and your descendants}.

You will rule over your brother’s descendants,

and they will {submit to you and} bow down to you.
Whoever curses you {God} will curse,

but whoever blesses you {he} will bless.”

Esau Gets “Blessed” Too by His Father Isaac

30As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and right after Jacob had left his father’s presence, Jacob’s brother
Esau returned {home} from hunting. 31Then he too cooked a delicious meal, and he took {it} to his father {Isaac}
and said to him, “Father, {please} sit up and eat some of your son’s deer meat so that you can bless me.” 32But his

father asked him, “Which son {are} you?” Esau answered, “I {am} your oldest son Esau.” 33Then Isaac {became so
upset that his body} shook very violently, and he asked {Esau}, “Who {was} it then that hunted deer meat and
brought a meal to me? I finished eating it just before you came, and I blessed him. So God will definitely bless him.”

34When Esau heard what his father said, he shouted out with a very loud and distressed shout and begged his
father, “{Please} bless me too, father!” 33But his father responded, “Your brother came {to me} and tricked {me} and

stole the blessing that I was planning to give you.” 36Then Esau exclaimed, “The name Jacob fits him exactly,
because he has tricked me like this two times {now}! {First} he stole my rights as the oldest son, and now look
{what he has done}: he has stolen my blessing!”

Then Esau begged {his father}, “Is there still a way you can {ask God to} bless me?” 37Isaac answered, “Listen, I
have {already} appointed Jacob to be your master. In fact, I have asked {God to make it so} that you and all your
descendants will serve him {and his descendants}. Besides that, I have {also} blessed him with {abundant} harvests

and wine. So then, there is no way left for me to bless you, my son!” 3But Esau continued to beg his father {and
say}, “Father, isn't there {just} one more way that you can bless {me}? {Please} bless me too, father!” Then Esau

started crying loudly. 3°Finally his father said to him,

“Listen, you {and your descendants} will live

in a place where the land is not good {for farming}

and where there is not much rain.

40you {and your descendants} will have to fight battles to stay alive,
and you will serve your brother {and his descendants}.

But when you rebel {against them},

you will get free from their control over you.”
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Jacob Flees from Esau

#After that Esau held a grudge against Jacob because their father had blessed him. So Esau thought to himself,

“Soon my father will die; then after we {bury him and} mourn for him, I will kill my brother Jacob.” 42t Rebekah
heard about what her oldest son Esau was planning, so she sent for her youngest son Jacob and told him, “Listen,

your brother Esau is planning to take revenge on you and kill you. 43So then, my son, listen to me: Hurry {and}
escape to {the city of} Haran to my brother Laban! 44Live with him for a short time until your brother is no longer

angry {with you}. #°When he is not angry with you anymore and he forgets what you did to him, I will send word
that it is safe for you to come {back home} from there. I do not want to lose both of you {on} the same day!”

46Then Rebekah complained to Isaac, “My life is {very} miserable because of our Hittite daughters-in-law {whom
Esau married}! If Jacob were to {also} marry a local Hittite woman like that, I would not want to keep on living!”

Chapter 28

150 Isaac summoned Jacob, blessed him and told him, “You must not marry a Canaanite woman. 2{Instead} you
must go right away to {the region of} Paddan Aram, to the home of your mother’s father, Bethuel, and marry one

of your uncle Laban's daughters. 31 pray that God, {who is} all-powerful, will bless you and give you many children

and increase {the number of} your descendants, so that you become {the ancestor of} many people groups. 4I
{also} pray that he will bless you and your descendants the same way that he blessed Abraham, so that you will

own this land where you have been living as a foreigner, {the same land} which God gave to him.” >Then Isaac sent
Jacob {on his way}, so Jacob started traveling to Laban{’s house which was} in {the region of} Paddan Aram. {Laban
was} the son of Bethuel the Aramean and {also} the brother of Rebekah, {who was} Jacob and Esau’'s mother.

Esau Marries Another Wife

5Now Esau had seen Isaac bless Jacob and send him to {the region of} Paddan Aram to marry a woman from there.
As Isaac was blessing him, {Esau heard} him tell Jacob to not marry a Canaanite woman. 7{Esau also saw that}
Jacob obeyed their father and mother and started traveling to Paddan Aram. That is when Esau realized that his
father Isaac did not approve of {his sons marrying} Canaanite women. 2So in addition to the {two} wives he already

had, Esau went to {the family of} Abraham’s son Ishmael and married Ishmael's daughter Mahalath, whose brother
was Nebaioth.

Jacob Dreams about a Stairway to Heaven

10{After}Jacob left from {his family’s home} {in the city of} Beersheba, he started traveling to {the city of} Haran.
M {That evening} he reached a {good} place {to sleep}, so he stopped there {for the night} because the sun had set.

He chose {one} of the stones that was there and used it as a pillow. Then he lay down and went to sleep. ?While he
was dreaming, he saw a stairway. The bottom of the stairway was on the ground and its top reached up to heaven,

and he saw God's angels going up and coming down on the stairway. 13And there standing at the top {of the
stairway} was Yahweh, and he said {to Jacob}, “I {am} Yahweh, the God whom your ancestors Abraham and Isaac

serve. I will give you and your descendants this land that you are lying on. They will be {as numerous} as the dust
{specks} on the ground, so that they live throughout this land in every direction. Because of you and your

descendants, I will bless all the families in the world. ">Remember that I {will always be} with you. I will protect you
wherever you go, and I will lead you back to this land. In fact, I will never leave you and I will do everything that I
have promised you {that I will do}.”

16suddenly Jacob woke up from his dream and exclaimed {to himself}, “Yahweh definitely lives in this place, but I

did not know {it} {before now}!” 17He was afraid, so he {also} exclaimed, “This is a terrifying place! This can only be
God’s house! It {must be} the entrance to heaven!”
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18Early the next morning Jacob got up, took the stone that he had used as a pillow and set it up {on its end} to
mark the place {where God had appeared to him}. Then he poured {some} {olive} oil on top of the stone {to

dedicate the place to God}. 19He named that place Bethel, {which means “house of God."} Previously the name of
that town had been Luz.

20Then Jacob made a vow {to God} and said, “God, if {you} will stay with me and protect me as I travel on this
journey and if you provide me food to eat and clothes to wear, 2'so that I return safely to my father’s home, then

Yahweh, {you} will be the God whom I serve. 22This stone that I have set up will be your house and mark the place
{that you appeared to me}, and I will give back to you a tenth of everything that you give to me.”

Chapter 29

Jacob Meets Rachel and Laban in the City of Haran

Then Jacob left {Bethel} and continued traveling {until he came} to the land in the east where various people

groups lived. 2tWhen he arrived there,} he looked {around}, and he saw a well in an {open} field. There were three
flocks of sheep lying near the well {waiting for water}. That was the well that flocks drank water from, but there

was a {heavy,} large stone covering the top of the well. 3{Every day} shepherds would bring all the flocks {of sheep}
there. They would {work together to} remove the stone from the top of the well and draw water for the sheep.
Then they would put the stone back over the top of the well.

4Jacob asked the shepherds, “My friends, where do you live?” They replied, “We {are} from {the city of} Haran.” 5So

Jacob asked them, “Do you know Laban, Nahor’s grandson?” They answered, “{Yes,} we do.” 6SoJacob asked, “Is he
doing well?” They answered {him}, “{Yes,} {he is} well. In fact, here comes his daughter Rachel {now}, bringing {his}

sheep.” 7Then Jacob urged {them}, “Look, the sun is still bright, and {it is} too early to gather the flocks {for the

night}. {You ought to} draw water for them and take {them} back out {to the fields} to graze {some more}.” 8But
they replied, “We can't {do that} until all the shepherds are here with their flocks. Then {together} we will move the
stone away from the top of the well and draw water for the sheep.”

9WhiIeJacob was still talking with the shepherds, Rachel arrived {at the well} with her father {Laban}'s sheep; it was

her job to take care of them. 1°As soon as Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of his uncle Laban with her father’s
sheep, he walked over {to the well}, removed the stone that covered it, and drew water for his uncle’s sheep.

MThen he kissed Rachel {on her cheek} and {he was so happy that} he started crying. '2Then he told her that he
{was} her father’s nephew, the son of {her aunt} Rebekah. So she ran home and told her father {the news}.

13When Laban heard about his sister’s son Jacob, he ran {out} to greet him. Then he hugged him and kissed him
{on the cheeks} and took him to his house. Then Jacob told Laban {about himself and} everything that had

happened, 1and Laban exclaimed to him, “There is no doubt that you {are} a close relative of my family!"”

Jacob Works for Laban to Marry Rachel and Leah

After Jacob had stayed with Laban {and worked for him} {for} an entire month, 15| aban said to him, “{Just} because
you are my nephew, {that does not mean that} you should {have to} work for me for free! Tell me what you want

me to pay you.” 16N ow Laban had two daughters: The name of the older {one} {was} Leah, and the younger {one}

was Rachel. 7Leah had pretty eyes, but Rachel was extremely beautiful in every way. '8Jacob was in love with
Rachel, so he said {to Laban}, “I will work seven years for you if you will let me marry your younger daughter

Rachel.” 1®Laban replied, “{I agree to your terms.} I would {much} rather give her to you {to marry} than give her to

someone else. {So} stay here {and work for me}.” 2"SoJacob worked seven years {for Laban} so that he could marry
Rachel, but he loved her so {much} that to him the time seemed {to pass quickly} like {only} a few days.
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210When the seven years were over,} Jacob said to Laban, “{Please} let me marry {your daughter} {Rachel} {now} so
that I can live with her {as} my wife, because I have finished my {seven} years {of work} {for you}.” 2254 Laban
invited all the local people and held a {wedding} feast. 23gyt that evening Laban {tricked Jacob and} brought his

daughter Leah {to Jacob’s tent} {instead of Rachel}, so that he had marital relations with her. 24 aban also gave his
female servant Zilpah to Leah {to be} {her} {personal} servant.

25But the next morning Jacob was shocked to see that it was Leah {he had married}! So he complained to Laban,
“You have treated me very badly! {You know that} Rachel is the one I served you for! So why did you trick me?”

26| aban replied, “It is not our custom here for the younger {daughter} to marry before the older {daughter}

{marries}. 27{So then,} {keep Leah as your wife and} finish this week of celebrating your marriage to her. Then our
family will also give you {my} younger daughter {to marry} if you will work for me for another seven years.”

2850 Jacob {agreed with Laban and} did what he said: he finished celebrating his marriage to Leah that week. Then
Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to marry. 2°Laban {also} gave his servant Bilhah to Rachel to be her servant.

3(’Thenjacob had marital relations with Rachel, and he loved her more than {he loved} Leah. Then he {started}
working for Laban for seven more years.

Jacob’s Children

31Now Yahweh knew that Jacob did not love Leah, so he made it possible for her to have children, but Rachel was

not able to conceive. 32Then Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Reuben, {which
means “See, a son!"} because she exclaimed, “Now that Yahweh has seen that I am suffering {and helped me},
surely my husband will love me!”

33Then Leah became pregnant again and gave birth to {another} son. She exclaimed, “Since Yahweh heard that my
husband does not love me, he has given me this child also.” So she named him Simeon, {which means “he hears.”}

34Then Leah became pregnant {yet} again and gave birth to another son, and she exclaimed, “Now finally my
husband will want to be with me because I have given him three sons!” That is why his name was Levi, {which
means “be with."}

350nce again Leah became pregnant and gave birth to another son, and she exclaimed, “Now I will praise Yahweh!”
That is why she named him Judah, {which means “praise.”} Then Leah stopped having children {for a while}.

Chapter 30

TMeanwhile {when} Rachel realized that she was not able to bear {any} {children} for Jacob, she was jealous of her
sister, and she demanded of Jacob, “Help me have children, or else I want to die!” 2Jacob became very angry with
Rachel and responded, “I am not God! He is the one who has prevented you from having children!” 3Then Rachel
told {him}, “You can have my servant woman Bilhah {as a wife}. Have {marital} relations with her so that she will
have children for me, so that I too can have a family.” 4So Rachel gave Jacob her servant Bilhah to be {another} wife
{for him}, and Jacob had {marital} relations with her.

5Then Bilhah became pregnant and had a son for Jacob, ®and Rachel exclaimed, “God has judged in my favor! Yes
indeed, he has answered my prayer and given me a son!” That is why she named the baby Dan, {which means “he
judged in my favor.}

7Then Rachel's servant Bilhah became pregnant again and had a second son for Jacob. 8Then Rachel exclaimed, “I
have had a difficult contest with my sister, and {now} I have defeated her!” Then she named that son Naphtali,
{which means “my contest.”}
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INow when Leah realized that she had stopped having children, she brought her servant Zilpah {to Jacob} and gave

her to him to be {another} wife {for him}. 1°Then Zilpah had a son for Jacob, Mand Leah exclaimed, “I am so
fortunate!” So she named him Gad, {which means “fortunate.”}

12Then Leah's servant Zilpah had a second son for Jacob, 13and Leah exclaimed, “{God} has truly blessed me! Now
{other} women will know that {God} has blessed me.” So she named that son Asher, {which means “blessed.”}

14Then {one day} during the season when people were harvesting wheat, Leah’s son Reuben went out in a field and
found {some} fertility plants, and he gave them to his mother. {When Rachel found out about the plants,} she

begged Leah, “Please give me some of the fertility plants that your son found.” 15But Leah replied to her, “{No!} It
was {bad} enough that you stole my husband {from me}! And {now} you even want to take my son’s fertility plants!”
Rachel replied, “Alright then, Jacob can sleep with you tonight if you will give me your son’s fertility plants.”

16That evening when Jacob came {home} from {working in} the field, Leah went out to greet him and told {him},
“You must sleep with me {tonight}, because I have traded my son’s fertility plants for time with you.” So Jacob spent
that night with Leah. "7God answered {the prayers of} Leah, so that she became pregnant and had a fifth son for

Jacob. 18Then she said, “God has rewarded me for giving my servant to my husband {as a wife}.” So she named that
son Issachar, {which means “reward."}

19Then Leah became pregnant again and had a sixth son for Jacob. 2%Then she said, “God has given me a valuable
gift, {so that} now my husband will honor me because I have had six sons for him.” So she named their son
Zebulun, {which means “honor."}

211Sometime} after that, Leah had a daughter and named her Dinah.

22God had not forgotten Rachel, so he answered her {prayers} and made it possible for her to have children.
23Then she became pregnant and had a son, and she exclaimed, “God has made it so that I am no longer

ashamed!” 24She named her son Joseph, {which means “may he give another,”} {because} she said, “I pray that
Yahweh will give me another son.”

Jacob Becomes Very Rich Working for Laban

25After Rachel had Joseph, Jacob requested of Laban, “{Please} allow me to leave {here}, so that I can return to my

{own} home in my {own} country. 26Let me take my wives and my children, whom I have earned by working for
you, so that I can leave {with them}. You yourself know how {well} I have worked for you.”

27yt Laban responded to him, “Please be kind to me {and stay}, {because} I have found out from observing signs
that Yahweh has blessed me because you {are here with me}.” 26Then he added, “Tell me what you want your pay
to be, and that is what I will pay you.” 2%Jacob replied to him, “You yourself know how {hard} I have worked for you

and how {well} your animals have prospered under my care. 3®The few that you owned before I came have
multiplied dramatically. Yes, Yahweh has blessed you because of me. But now, I need to also provide for my {own}
family!”

3150 Laban asked {him}, “What can I pay you {to persuade you} {to stay here}?" Jacob answered, “Do not pay me
anything. Just do this {one} thing for me, and I will continue taking care of your flock{s}: 32Let me look through all
your flock{s} today and separate out from them all the lambs that are speckled, spotted or dark-colored, and {all}
the young goats that are spotted or speckled. They will be my pay. 33That way {too}, in the future it will be easy {for
you} to know whether {or not} I am being honest whenever you check the animals you have paid me. {If you see
that I have} any {sheep or} goats that are not speckled or spotted or any lambs {that are not} dark-colored, {you
will know that} I stole them {from you}."

34 aban replied, “I agree, let's do exactly as you have suggested.” 33But that {same} day, Laban separated {from his
flocks} {all} the he-goats that had stripes or spots, and all the she-goats that had speckles or spots, all that {had
any} white {marks} on them, together with all the dark-colored lambs. Then he told his sons to take care of {them},
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363nd he {and his sons} took {those animals} a three-day walking-distance away from Jacob. Meanwhile Jacob
continued taking care of the rest of Laban’s flock{s}.

37Then Jacob cut {some} branches from poplar {trees}, almond {trees}, and chestnut {trees}, and made white
streaks on them {by peeling off long strips of bark}, which exposed the white {wood} that was inside the branches.

38Then he put those {streaked} branches in all the drinking troughs that the flock{s} would come to drink from, so
that the flock{s} would see the branches. {That way, whenever} the animals that were ready to mate came {to the

troughs} to drink, 3°they would see the branches as they were mating. As a result, they would have {young that

were} striped or speckled or spotted. 4°Then Jacob separated those young animals {from Laban'’s flocks} {to form
new flocks for himself}, and he put {the rest of} the flock{s} with the striped and dark-colored {animals} in Laban’s
flock{s} {so that they would mate and have young that were striped or dark-colored}. In that way, {over time} he
created separate flocks {of sheep and goats} for himself that he kept separate from Laban’s flock{s}.

AWhenever the stronger female animals were ready to mate, Jacob put the {streaked} branches in the {drinking}
troughs in front of those animals so that they would see the branches as they were mating. 42But whenever the
weaker female animals {were ready to mate}, Jacob did not put {the branches} {in the troughs}. In that way, {the

young from} the weaker {animals} were Laban’s and {the young from} the stronger {animals} were Jacob's. 4354
Jacob became extremely wealthy. He owned large flock{s} {of sheep and goats}, and {many} male and female
servants and {many} camels and donkeys.

Chapter 31

Jacob and His Family Flee from Laban

Then {one day} Jacob heard that Laban's sons were {complaining and} saying, “Jacob has taken {for himself}
everything that our father owned. In fact, he has gotten all his riches by taking {the animals} that were our
father’s!” 2Jacob also noticed that Laban no longer acted friendly toward him the way he did in the past. 3Then
Yahweh told Jacob, “Return to your ancestors’ homeland, where your relatives live, and I will stay with you {and
help you}."

450 Jacob sent a message to Rachel and Leah that they should meet him at the field {where he was with} his
flock{s} {of sheep and goats}. 5(When they arrived,} he said to them, “I have noticed that your father no longer acts
friendly toward me the way he did in the past, but the God whom my father serves has stayed with me {and has
helped me}. ®You {both} know how I have worked for your father as hard as I could, ’but he has cheated me by
changing what he pays me ten times. However, God has not permitted him to hurt me. 8{For example,} every time
that he told {me} that the speckled {animals} would be my pay, all {the female animals in} the flock{s} gave birth to
speckled {young}. But whenever he {changed his mind and} told {me} that the striped animals would be my pay,
then they all gave birth to streaked {young}. °In that way, God has taken your father’s animals {from him} and has
given {them} to me.

10“One time during the season when the flock{s} {of sheep and goats} were mating, I had a dream. {In the dream} I
looked around and was surprised to see that the {only} male goats {and sheep} that were mating with the female
goats {and sheep} {were} striped, speckled, or blotched. 1Then an angel from God called to me in the dream,
‘lacob! and I answered, ‘Yes, {Lord}? 12Then he said {to me}, ‘Look around and notice {that} all the male goats {and
sheep} that are mating with the female goats {and sheep} {are} striped, speckled, or blotched. {I have caused that
to happen,} because I have noticed all {the wrong things} that Laban has been doing to you. '3I am the God {who
appeared to you} at {the town of} Bethel, where you poured oil on top of a memorial stone {to dedicate the place
to me}, {and} where you made an oath to me. {So} then, get ready {and} leave this land {immediately}, and go back
to your home land."”

14Then Rachel and Leah responded to Jacob, “We will not inherit anything from our father {when he dies}! "It is
obvious that he treats us like strangers {and not family}. For example, he sold us {to you}, and then he spent all the
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money that should have been ours. 18In fact, all the wealth that God has taken from our father {rightfully}
{belongs} to us and our children. So then, {you should} do everything that God has told you {to do}.”

1750 Jacob {quickly} got ready {for the journey} and helped his wives and his children {get up} onto some camels.

18Then he {started} herding {the camels and} all his {other} animals toward the region of Canaan where his father
Isaac lived. {He took with him} all his possessions that he had accumulated, {including} all the livestock that he had
acquired {while living} in {the region of} Paddan Aram.

19Now {before that,} Laban {the Aramean?} had gone away {for several days} to shear his sheep. {While her father
was gone,} Rachel {entered his tent and} stole his idols {that he worshiped}. 20At the same time, Jacob {also}

deceived Laban by fleeing {secretly} without telling him that he was leaving. 21So {in that way} Jacob ran away {with
his family} and {took} everything that they owned. They quickly crossed the {Euphrates} River and headed toward
the hill country of Gilead.

Laban Chases After Jacob and His Family

22Three days later someone informed Laban that Jacob had run away. 23So Laban took {some of} his relatives with
him and chased after Jacob {and his family} for seven days until they overtook him in the hill country of Gilead.

24t that night God appeared to Laban in a dream and warned him, “Be sure that you do not threaten Jacob in any
way.”

25{By the time that} Laban caught up with Jacob, Jacob had {already} set up his tents in the hill country {of Gilead},

so Laban and his relatives {also} set up camp there {at a place nearby}. 26Then {the next day} Laban {met with
Jacob and} complained to him, “Look what you have done! You have deceived me and dragged away my daughters

like prisoners of war! 27You should not have deceived me and secretly run away! You should have told me {you
were leaving}! {If I had known,} we could have {held a feast and} sung joyful songs {and danced} together, with

tambourines and lyres playing, before sending you {on your way}. 28You did not {even} let me kiss my daughters
and my grandchildren {before they left}! What you have done is foolish! 2°I have the power to harm {all of} you, but

last night {in a dream} the God whom your father serves warned me not to threaten you in any way. 3°Now then, {I
understand that} you left because you were so homesick to return to your father's family, {but} why did you steal
my gods?”

3Y3cob answered Laban, “{We left secretly} because I was afraid. I thought that {if I told you we were leaving,} you

might take your {two} daughters from me {by force}. 3>{However we did not take your gods. In fact,} if you find
your gods with anyone {here}, that person will die {for stealing them}! {So} while our relatives are watching, {go
ahead and} search {all} my belongings for yourself. {If you find} anything that is yours, take it.” {When Jacob said
that,} he did not know that Rachel {was the one who} had stolen the idols.

3350 Laban started searching in Jacob’s tent. Then {he searched} through Leah'’s tent and through the two servant
women'’s tent, but he did not find {anything} {that belonged to him}. Next after he left those tents, he went into

Rachel’s tent. 3*Now Rachel had hidden the idols inside {her} camel saddlebag, and she was sitting on them. So

although Laban searched through everything {else} in the tent, he could not find them. 33{As he was searching,}
Rachel said to him, “Sir, {please} do not be upset that I am not able to get up to greet you, because it's that time of
the month {when I feel weak}.” {That is also why} he could not find {his} idols when he searched {her tent}.

36Then Jacob became {very} angry {at Laban} and confronted him by saying to him, “Tell me my crime! Tell me what

sin I have done {against you} that gives you the right to chase after me! 3’Now that you have searched through all
my things, did you find anything {that anyone took} from your household? {If so,} put {it} here in front of our
relatives, so that they can decide which one of us is right!

384Eor twenty years I {have worked} for you! {During all that time} your sheep and your goats had no trouble

bearing young, and I have never {killed and} eaten {any} animals from your flocks. 3%Whenever wild animals killed
{any of} your animals, I never brought {the dead animal} to you {to prove I was innocent}. {Rather,} I replaced them
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at my own expense. {Besides that,} you required me to pay for {any} animals {that anyone ever} stole {at any time
of} day or night. 4%That was my situation! During the days, I suffered from the hot sun, and during the nights it was
so cold that I could not sleep. M1t was like} that for me {during the entire} twenty years that I was with you. I
worked for you for fourteen years in order to marry your two daughters, and {I worked} {another} six years to earn

flocks {of animals} from you, even though you changed my pay ten times. 4?If God, whom my ancestors Abraham
and Isaac serve and revere, had not been with me {to take care of me}, there is no doubt that I would now be
leaving {here} with {absolutely} nothing. {But} God knows how {much} you have mistreated me and how hard I
have worked {for you}, so last night he rebuked {you}.”

Jacob and Laban Establish a Peace Treaty with Each Other

43Then Laban responded to Jacob, “These women {are} my daughters, and their children {are} my grandchildren,
and these flock{s} {are} {also} mine. In fact, all that you see {here} is mine! But there is nothing I can do today to

keep my daughters or their children near me {any longer}! #4So then, you and I should make a {peace} treaty {with
each other}, and there should be something to remind us {to keep that treaty}.” 43So Jacob picked out a {large}

stone and set it up {on its end} {as} a monument {to mark the place where they made their treaty}. 46Then he told
his relatives, “Gather {some more} stones.” So they {all} gathered stones and put them in a {large} pile. Then

everyone ate {a meal together} there next to the pile {of stones}. #’Laban gave the pile the {Aramaic} name Jegar
Sahadutha, {which means “pile that reminds,”} while Jacob gave it the {Hebrew} name Galeed, {which has the same

meaning}. 48| aban said {to him}, “{Starting} today this pile {of stones} will remind you and me {about our peace

treaty}.” That is why the name of that place is Galeed. 4°{Another name for the place is} Mizpah, {which means
“watchtower,"} because Laban said {to Jacob}, “May Yahweh watch both of us {to make sure that we keep our

treaty} while we are apart from each other. 3%If you treat my daughters badly, or if you marry {other} wives besides
them, remember {that} {even if} no one {else} is watching us, God is {always} watching both of us {to hold us
accountable}.”

51Then Laban {also} said to Jacob, “Here is this pile {of stones}, and here is this monument which we stood up

between us {to remind us about our peace treaty}. 52Thijs pile {of stones} and this monument {both} remind us that
I must never go past this pile {to attack you}, and that you must never go past this pile and this monument to

attack me. 53May {your grandfather} Abraham'’s God and {my grandfather} Nahor’'s gods, {which were also} their
father {Terah}'s gods, judge between us {and punish us if we break this agreement}!” But Jacob made a vow by the

God whom his father Isaac revered {that he would keep their treaty}, >*and he burned {the body of} an animal {on
an altar} as a sacrifice {to God} on the mountain. Then he invited his relatives to eat a meal {together} {there}. So
they {all} ate the meal {together} and spent the night there.

S5Early the next morning Laban got up and kissed his grandchildren and his daughters {goodbye} {on the cheeks}
and asked God to bless them. Then he {and his men} left {from there} and returned home.

Chapter 32

Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau

TMeanwhile Jacob continued on his journey {toward home} {with his family}, and {some} angels from God met him.

2When Jacob saw the angels, he exclaimed, “This is God's army!” So he named that place Mahanaim, {which means
“two armies."}

3Then Jacob sent {some} messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau {who was living} in the region of Seir, {which
was also called} the country of Edom. 4{Before they left,} he ordered them, “This {is what} you must tell my master
Esau: ‘I, your servant Jacob, want you to know that I have been staying with {our uncle} Laban all this time. 3I {now}
own {many} cattle, donkeys, and flocks, as well as {many} male and female servants. I have sent this message to
{you,} sir, hoping that you will be kind {to me} {when I arrive}."”
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6{After the messengers delivered Jacob's message,} they returned to Jacob and reported {to him}, “We went {and
spoke} to your brother Esau. Now he is on his way {here} to meet you, but {there are} {also} 400 men {coming} with

him!” 7{When Jacob heard that,} he was very frightened and worried. So he put {all} the people {and animals} that
were with him into two {large} groups, including {his family, his servants and} {all} his flocks {of sheep and goats},

herds {of cattle} and camels. 8{He did that} because he thought, “If Esau {and his men} come and attack one group,
then the other group might {be able to} escape.”

9Then he prayed, “{Dear} Yahweh, the God whom my grandfather Abraham and my father Isaac served, you told

me to go back to my country where my relatives live, and that you would cause me to prosper. 1% am not worthy of
how kind and faithful you have always been to {me} as I have served you. When I {first} crossed this Jordan {River},
all that I owned was my walking stick, but now my family and belongings are enough to form two {large} groups.

1please rescue me {now} from my brother Esau, because I am afraid that he {and his men} will come and attack

me {as well as} {these} mothers and {our} children! 12But you promised me that you would greatly prosper me, and
that you would make my descendants {as numerous} as {the grains of} sand on the seashore, which are so
numerous that no one can count them all.”

13Then Jacob spent the night there, and {during that time} he selected many of his animals to give to his brother

Esau, {including} 200 female goats and twenty male goats, 200 female sheep and twenty male sheep, 1thirty
mother camels with their colts, forty cows and ten bulls, {and} twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys.

16jacob put his servants in charge of the animals, with each kind {of animal} in a separate group. Then he ordered
his servants, “Go ahead of me, {one group at a time,} and keep {some} distance between each group {of animals}.”

17He {also} ordered the servant in charge of the first group {of animals}, “When my brother Esau meets you and
asks you, ‘Who is your master, and where are you headed? And who do these {animals} belong to {that you are

driving} ahead of you?' 8then you are to tell {him}, ‘Esau, sir, these {animals} belong to Jacob who {humbly} serves
you. He has sent them to you as a gift. In fact, he is following us {here}."”

91 the same way, Jacob ordered the servants who were in charge of the second and third groups {of animals},
and all {the servants} who were in charge of the {other} groups, “When you meet Esau, tell him the same thing

{that I told the first servant}. 2%Especially be sure to tell {him} that his servant Jacob is following you {there}.” {Jacob
did all that,} because he thought that if he sent the gifts {of animals} ahead of himself {to Esau}, then Esau would
stop being angry at him. He was hoping that when Esau saw the gifts, he would {forgive him and} welcome him

when they met in person. 21SoJacob’s servants {went} ahead of Jacob with the {animal} gifts {for Esau}, while Jacob
{and his family} stayed {behind} in the camp that night.

Jacob Wrestles with God, Who Names Him Israel

227 ater} that {same} night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two servant wives and his eleven sons across a
shallow place in the Jabbok {Stream}. 231After} he had taken them across the stream, he {went back and} had his
servants take {all} his {animals and other} belongings across {the stream} {too}. 24ThenJacob was {there} by

himself {for a while}, and a man {came and} fought with him until daybreak. 25\When the man realized that he was
not able to defeat Jacob, he struck him on his hip, so that it went out of place as they fought with each other.

26Then the man said {to him}, “Let go of me, because it is daybreak!” But Jacob replied, “{No!} I will not let go of you
until you {first} bless me!” 2750 the man asked him, “What {is} your name?” He answered, “{My name is} Jacob.”

28Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but {rather it will be} Israel, {which means “he who
wrestles with God,"} because you have wrestled with God and with people, and you have won.”

29Then Jacob asked {the man} to tell him his name. But he replied, “There is no need for you to ask {me} what my

name is!” Then the man blessed Jacob there. 3°SoJacob named the place Peniel, {which means “God's face,"}
because {he exclaimed}, “I saw God's face {here}, but {yet} he allowed me to live!"
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31The sun was shining as Jacob left Penuel {and returned to his family}. He was limping {as he walked} because of

his hip {injury}. 32That is why even today the people of Israel do not eat meat that comes from an {animal’s} hip
joint, because that is the place on Jacob’s hip that God struck {and injured}.

Chapter 33

Jacob Reunites with Esau and Settles in {the City of} Shechem

Then Jacob looked and saw {in the distance} that Esau was coming {toward him}, and with him {were} 400 men! So
Jacob {quickly} divided up {his} children among Leah, Rachel and {his} two servant wives. 2e put his servant wives
and their children first {in line}, then Leah with her children behind them, and Rachel with {her son} Joseph last.

3ThenJacob himself went ahead of them {all} {toward his brother}. As he got closer to him, he bowed {with his
face} to the ground seven times {to show respect}.

4But Esau ran to greet Jacob and hugged him. He held him tightly and kissed him {on the cheeks}, as they {both}
cried {for joy}. 5Then Esau looked ahead and noticed the women and children {who were there}, so he asked
{Jacob}, “Who {are} these {people}? {Do they belong} to you?" Jacob answered {him}, “{They are} {the wives and}
the children whom God has kindly given to me, sir.” 5Then the {two} servant wives with their children came

forward, and they {all} bowed {to the ground} {in front of Esau} {to show respect}. 7Next Leah and her children also
came forward and bowed {to the ground}. Then last {of all}, Joseph and {his mother} Rachel came forward, and
they {also} bowed {to the ground}.

8Then Esau asked {Jacob}, “Why did you send all those herds {of animals} that I encountered?” Jacob answered
{him}, “{They are gifts for you} so that you will be kind to me, sir.” ®But Esau replied, “My brother, I {already} have
enough {animals}, {so} keep them for yourself.” 1°ButJacob insisted, “Please do not refuse {my gifts}. {Rather} if
you want to be kind to me, then {please} accept these gifts from me. After all, for me to see your face is like seeing
God's face, especially since you have welcomed me {so kindly}. 1{So} please accept my gift {of animals} that I sent
to you, because God has been kind to me, so that I have all {that I need}.” Jacob kept insisting {that Esau accept the
animals from him} until {finally} he accepted {them}.

12Then Esau suggested {to Jacob}, “Let’s start traveling {home}, and I will accompany you.” 13But Jacob replied to
him, “Sir, as you know, {my} children {are} fragile, and I need {to be careful with} {all} the sheep and cattle that are

nursing {their young}. If I force the animals to go too far {for} {even} one day, all of them will die. 14450 then,} sir,
please go on {home} ahead of me, sir. I will travel along slowly at a safe pace for the animals and the children that
are with me, until we reach you in {the region of} Seir.”

1550 Esau responded, “{Okay, then} please let me leave with you some of my men {to escort you}.” But Jacob
replied, “There is no need {for you} to do that. {Just} please {continue to} be kind to me, sir." 1650 that {same} day

Esau {and his men} started on their way back {home} to {the land of} Seir. 17\Meanwhile, {instead of going to Seir}
Jacob {and his family} traveled to {the town of} Succoth. There he {and his men} built houses for himself {and his
family}, and they built {some} shelters for his animals. That is why the name of that place is Succoth, {which means
“shelters."}

18After that,} Jacob {and his family} continued their journey {home} from Paddan Aram, until they arrived safely at

the city of Shechem in the region of Canaan. Then they set up their tents {in a field} near that city. '?{While he was
there,} he bought the land where he had set up his tents for a hundred pieces {of silver} from the descendants of

Hamor, {who was} the father of Shechem. 20Jacob {also} built an altar {out of stones} on that land, and he named it
El Elohe Israel, {which means “God is the God of Israel."}
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Chapter 34

Shechem Rapes Dinah, and Jacob’s Sons Take Revenge

Then {one day} Dinah, {who was} the daughter of Jacob and Leah, went out to visit with {some of} the local
women. 2The chief of that region was a Hivite named Hamor. His son Shechem saw {how beautiful} Dinah was, so
he grabbed {hold of} her and raped her. 3shechem admired Jacob’s daughter Dinah so much that he fell in love

with her and spoke sweetly to her {to try to woo her}. 4Then Shechem said to his father Hamor, “Negotiate {things}
for me so that I can marry this girl.”

SWhen Jacob found out that Shechem had dishonored his daughter Dinah, his sons were {still} {out} in the fields
taking care of his animals, so he didn't say anything {about it} until they returned {home}. SMeanwhile, {Shechem

and} his father Hamor went to talk to Jacob. 7Soon Jacob's sons returned {home} from the fields. When they heard
{what had happeneds}, they were shocked and extremely angry that Shechem had dishonored {the people of} Israel

by raping Jacob’s daughter. No one should ever do such a {horrible} thing! 8But Hamor urged Jacob and his sons,

“My son Shechem deeply loves your daughter {and sister}. {So} please allow him to marry her. °{In fact,} let’s allow
marriage between our two people groups, {so that} your daughters can marry our {young men} and your {young

men} can marry our daughters. 1%ou can live among us. The land is available for you {to choose what you want};
live {in it} {wherever you want}. You can {also} trade {freely} here, and you can buy {your own} {land}.”

MThen Shechem said to Dinah's father and brothers, “{Please} be kind to me {and let me marry her}. Then I will pay

{you} whatever you request from me {for her}. 1256t the bride-price and {marriage} gifts {that I must pay} {for her}
as high as you want, and I will pay {you} whatever you ask from me. {Just please} give the young woman to me to
marry.”

3Byt since Shechem had dishonored their sister Dinah, Jacob’s sons replied to him and his father Hamor in a
deceitful way. ¥They said to them, “It would not be acceptable for us to let our sister marry a man {like you} who is
not circumcised, because that would dishonor our family! '>The only way that we can agree with your proposal {is}
if {first} you {and your people} become like us by circumcising all of your males. 18{If you do that,} then we will
allow your {young} men to marry our daughters, and {we will allow} your daughters to marry our {young men}. We

will {also} live among you {in this land}, so that we become one people group. 7However if you refuse to agree
with our requirement that you circumcise {your people}, then we will take our sister and move {somewhere else}.”

18What Jacob's sons said seemed good to Hamor and his son Shechem. 19So right away Shechem, who was the
most respected member in his family, started to do what they required, because he was thrilled with Jacob’s

daughter. 2%In fact, he and his father Hamor went {straight} to their city entrance {for a town meeting}, and they
told the elders of their city {about Jacob and his sons}, 21“These people are friendly toward us, so {let's} allow them
to live in {our} land and trade {freely} here. After all, there is more than enough space in the land for them {too}.
{Besides that,} {then} our {young} men can marry their daughters, and their {young} men can marry our
daughters. 22There is just one thing: They will only agree to live among us and become one people group {with us}

if we circumcise all our males so that we are like them. 23{But if we do that,} {all} their property, {including} their
livestock and all their {other} animals will belong to us! {So} let's just agree to do what they require so that they will
live among us!”

2411 {the men} who were leaders of the city agreed with Hamor and his son Shechem, so they circumcised every
male in the city, including themselves.

25Three days later, when the men of {the city of} Shechem were {all} {still} sore {from being circumcised}, two of
Jacob's sons, Simeon and Levi, {who were} Dinah's brothers, took their swords and attacked the city, with no one

opposing them. They killed all the men {there} 26with their swords, including Hamor and his son Shechem. Then

they got Dinah from Shechem'’s house and left {the city}. 27{Next} {all} Jacob’s sons went {into the city} and took
everything valuable from the dead bodies and from {the rest of} the city. {They did that,} because {that was where}
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Shechem had dishonored their sister. 2They plundered whatever was in the city and in the {surrounding} fields,

including the people’s flocks {of sheep and goats}, their herds {of cattle} and their donkeys. 2°They carried away all
the valuable things the people of Shechem had owned, including everything that was in their houses. They also
captured their women and children.

30_ ater Jacob scolded Simeon and Levi {by saying}, “You have brought me {serious} trouble by causing the
Canaanites and Perizzites who live in this land to hate us!” I {only} have a few men {to defend us}, so if they {all}

join {forces} against us and attack us, they will destroy us and {the rest of} our family!” 3'But Simeon and Levi
responded, “Shechem should not have treated our sister like a whore!”

Chapter 35

God Blesses Jacob at {the Town of} Bethel

Then God commanded Jacob, “Leave here and move to {the town of} Bethel. Build an altar there {and offer
sacrifices on it} to worship {me as} the God who appeared to you {there} when you were running away from your

brother Esau.” 2So Jacob told his family and everyone else who {was} with him, “Get rid of the idols you have that

other people groups worship. Also wash and make yourselves clean and put on clean clothes. 3Then we will leave
here and move to {the town of} Bethel. There we will build an altar and worship God because he helped me during
the time when I was in trouble. He has {always} been with us {and taken care of us} everywhere that we have

gone.” 4So they gave Jacob all their idols and {all} their earrings. Then Jacob buried all those things at the base of
the oak tree that {was} near {the city of} Shechem.

5Then Jacob and everyone with him left that place, and God caused {the people in} the surrounding towns to be
terrified, so that they did not attack Jacob’s family. ®He and his family {continued traveling} in the region of Canaan,

and they arrived at {the town of} Luz, which {also has the name} Bethel. 7Therejacob built an altar, and he named
the place El Bethel, {which means “the God of Bethel,”} because that is where God had {first} appeared to him
when he was running away from his brother.

8While they were there,} Deborah died. She was the servant that had helped raise {Jacob’s mother} Rebekah
{when she was young}. Jacob buried her body at the base of an oak tree, {in the valley} near {the town of} Bethel.
So he named the place Allon Bacuth, {which means “oak tree of mourning.”}

9Now that Jacob had returned from {the region of} Paddan Aram, God appeared to him {at Bethel} again. {There}

God blessed him '%and said to him, “{Although} your name {has been} Jacob, that will no longer be your name.
Rather, you will have the name Israel!” So {once again} God gave Jacob the name Israel.

MThen God {also} said to Jacob, “I am Almighty God. Have many children so that you {and your descendants}
become {very} numerous. Your descendants will become many people groups, and some of your descendants will

be kings. 12{Besides that,} the land that I gave to Abraham and Isaac I {also} give to you and your descendants
{who live} after you.” Bafter God finished talking to Jacob, he left him there and went up {to heaven}.

14Then Jacob stood a {large} stone up {on its end} at the place where God had talked to him, to mark the place {as
special}. Then he poured some wine and some {olive} oil on the stone marker {to thank God and dedicate the place

to him}. "3Since God had talked to Jacob at that place, Jacob named it Bethel, {which means “God's house."}

Rachel Dies Giving Birth to Benjamin

16| ater Jacob and his family moved on from Bethel and headed for {the town of} Ephrath. While they were still

some distance from there, {his wife} Rachel went into labor, but she was experiencing great difficulty. "’Then when
her labor pain was at its worst, {the baby was born and} the woman who was helping her deliver exclaimed to her,

“Do not despair! You {now} have another son!” 18But Rachel was dying, and as her spirit was leaving her body, she
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named her baby Benoni {which means “son of my sorrow"}. But {later,} his father {Jacob} changed his name to
Benjamin, {which means “son of my right hand.”}

19after Rachel died, they buried her body beside the road to {the town of} Ephrath, which {also has the name}

Bethlehem. 2°Jacob stood a stone up {on its end} on her grave {to mark where it was}. {In fact,} that {same} stone
still marks Rachel’s grave today.

Jacob’s Twelve Sons

21Then Israel {and his family} moved on {from there} and set up their tents on the south side of the tower of Eder.

22\\hile they were living in that area, {Israel's son} Reuben committed adultery with his father’s servant-wife Bilhah,
and Israel found out {about it}.

{With the birth of Benjamin,} Jacob {now} had {a total of} twelve sons. 23The sons {he had} with Leah {were}
Reuben, {who was} his oldest {child}, then Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun. 24The sons {he had} with
Rachel {were} Joseph and Benjamin. 25The sons {he had} with Rachel's servant Bilhah {were} Dan and Naphtali.

26And the sons {he had} with Leah’s servant Zilpah were Gad and Asher. {All} those {are} the sons Jacob had
{starting from the time that he lived} in {the region of} Paddan Aram.

Isaac Dies

27Then Jacob went {home} to his father Isaac {in the city of} Mamre, which {also has the name} Kiriath Arba or
Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac {and their families} had lived for a while {as foreigners}. 28[saac lived to be 180

years old. 29Then, after living a long, full life, he took his last breath and died, and he joined his ancestors {who had
died before him}. Then his sons Esau and Jacob buried his body.

Chapter 36

Esau’'s Descendants

THere {is} a record about the descendants of Esau, whose {name} was {also} Edom. 2Esau had married {two}
Canaanite women. {Their names were} Adah, {who was} the daughter of a Hittite {man} named Elon, and

Oholibamah, whose father was Anah and whose grandfather was a Hivite named Zibeon. 3{Esau also married}
Basemath, {who was} Ishmael's daughter and Nebaioth's sister.

4Adah had {a son} with Esau {whom they named} Eliphaz, while Basemath had {a son named} Reuel. 50holibamah
had {sons named} Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. {All} those {were} Esau’s sons whom he and his wives had {while they
lived} in the region of Canaan.

6_ater Esau moved away from his brother Jacob. He took {with him} his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all the
{other} members of his household, as well as his livestock and all {the rest of} his animals and all the {other}

belongings that he had gotten in the region of Canaan. 7The reason {he moved away} is that he and Jacob {both}
owned so many animals that they could not live together {in the same area}. The land where they were staying was

{just} not big enough to support them {both} because they had so many livestock. 8That is how Esau {and his
family} ended up living in the Seir Mountains. {That is the record about} Esau, that {is}, Edom.

9Here {is} a {more detailed} record of the descendants of Esau, {who was} the ancestor of the Edomites {who live}
in the Seir Mountains. 1%Two of} Esau's sons {were} Eliphaz, whom he had with his wife Adah, and Reuel, whom he
had with his wife Basemath. 11EIiphaz {and his wife} had sons {they named} Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and

Kenaz. 12EIiphaz and his servant-wife Timna had {a son they named} Amalek. Eliphaz's sons {were} {all} grandsons
of {Esau and} his wife Adah.
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13Reuel’s sons {were} Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. They were the grandsons of {Esau and} his wife
Basemath.

14Esau and his wife Oholibamah had sons {whom they nameds} Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. {Oholibamah was} the
daughter of Anah and the granddaughter of Zibeon.

15Here {is} {a record of} the descendants of Esau {who became} clan leaders: The sons of his firstborn {son} Eliphaz

{who became} clan leaders {were} Teman, Omar, Zepho, Kenaz, 16Korah, Gatam, and Amalek. They {were} the clan
leaders {who descended} from Eliphaz {and lived} in the land of Edom. They {were} {all} grandsons of Adah {and
Esau}.

17The sons of Esau’s son Reuel {who became} clan leaders {were} Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. They
{were} the clan leaders {who descended} from Reuel {and lived} in the land of Edom. They {were} {all} grandsons of
{Esau and} his wife Basemath.

18The sons of Esau’s wife Oholibamah {who became} clan leaders were Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. They {were} the
clan leaders {who descended} from {Esau and} his wife Oholibamah, {who was} Anah’s daughter.

19¢Al1} those {clan leaders} {were} the descendants of Esau, that {is}, Edom, and each one led his own family group.

Seir's Descendants

20Here is {a record of} the descendants of Seir the Horite who were {also} living in that land: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon,

Anah, 2'Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. They were the descendants of Seir {who became} clan leaders over the Horites in
the land of Edom.

22| gtan’s sons were Hori and Hemam, and his sister {was} Timna.
235hobal's sons {were} Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho and Onam.

247iheon’s sons {were} Aiah and Anah. This {is} {the same} Anah who discovered some hot springs while he was
{out} in the desert grazing his father’s donkeys. 25Anah’s children {were} {his son} Dishon and his daughter
Oholibamah. 26Dishon’s sons {were} Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Keran.

27Ezer's sons {were} Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan.
28pishan’s sons {were} Uz and Aran.

29The Horites {who became} clan leaders {were} Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 3%Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. Those
{were} the Horite clan leaders. They led their own family groups {and lived} in the land of Seir.

The Rulers over the Land of Edom

31Here {is} {a record of} the kings who ruled over {the people of} the land of Edom before the Israelites had their
own king. 32Be|a, {who was} the son of Beor, was the {first} king to rule over {the people of} {the land of} Edom.
The name of his hometown {that he ruled from} {was} Dinhabah. 33When {King} Bela died, Jobab, {who was} the
son of Zerah, replaced him as king {and ruled} from {his hometown of} Bozrah. 34When {King} Jobab died, Husham

replaced him as king {and ruled} from {his hometown, which was in} the land where the Temanites lived. 35When
{King} Husham died, Hadad, {who was} the son of Bedad, replaced him as king. {King Hadad is the one} who
defeated the Midianites {in battle} in the land of Moab. The name of his hometown {that he ruled from} {was}

Avith. 38When {King} Hadad died, Samlah replaced him as king {and ruled} from {his hometown of} Masrekah.
37When {King} Samlah died, Shaul replaced him as king {and ruled} from {his hometown of} Rehoboth beside the
{Euphrates} River. 38When {King} Shaul died, Baal-Hanan, {who was} the son of Acbor, replaced him as king. 3%When
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{King} Baal-Hanan died, Hadar replaced him as king, and the name of his hometown {that he ruled from} {was}
Pau. His wife's name {was} Mehetabel, {who was} the daughter of Matred {and} the granddaughter of Me-Zahab.

40here {are} the names of {more of} the clan leaders {who descended} from Esau; {each clan leader led} his own
family group and ruled his own region that was named after him: Timna, Alvan, Jetheth, #10holibamah, Elah, Pinon,

42kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, 43Magdiel, {and} Iram. {All of} those {were} clan leaders over the Edomites; they {all} led
their own settlements in the land that they controlled. This {concludes the record about} Esau, {who was} the
ancestor of {all} the Edomites.

Chapter 37

Joseph's Dreams Anger His Brothers

1Jacob continued to live in the region of Canaan where his father {Isaac} had lived for a while {as a foreigner}.

2Here is {more of} the record about Jacob and his family: {One day} {his} seventeen-year-old son Joseph was taking
care of the {family’s} flocks {of sheep and goats}. Joseph was helping his brothers {who were} the sons of his
father’s {servant} wives Bilhah and Zilpah, and he told their father about the bad things they were doing.

3Now Israel, {that is, Jacob,} loved Joseph more than any of his other sons because he was born to him when he

was old. So he made a {special} robe for Joseph that had many colors. When Joseph's brothers realized that their
father loved Joseph more than the rest of them, they hated him so much that they would not talk to him in a
friendly manner.

3{One night} Joseph had a dream, and he told his brothers about it. That made them hate him even more {than

before}. 8{This is what} he told them, “Please listen to this dream that I had: 7{In it} I saw us {working} out in a field
{cutting and} tying bundles {of grain stalks}. Then suddenly the bundle that I had made stood up straight. Then I
saw that the bundles you had made stood around {my bundle} and bowed down to my bundle {to show respect}.”

8His brothers responded to him, “Do you really expect to be our king? You will never rule over us!” So they hated
him even more {intensely} {than they did before} because of what he had said {to them} about his dreams.

9Then Joseph had another dream that he {also} told to his brothers. He said, “Listen, I {just} had another dream,
and {in it} I saw that the sun, the moon, and eleven stars bowed down {to the ground} before me {to show

respect}.” 1‘)LaterJoseph told {the same dream} to {both} his father and his brothers, but his father scolded him by
saying, “That {is} a strange dream that you had! Do you really expect your mother and me and your brothers to

bow down before you?” 11So Joseph's brothers were jealous of him, but his father continued to think about what it
all could mean.

Joseph's Brothers Sell Him as a Slave and He Is Taken to {the Country of} Egypt

125ometime after that, Joseph's brothers took their father’'s flock{s} {of sheep and goats} to graze {in the fields}

near {the city of} Shechem. 13Then {one day} Israel said to Joseph, “As you know, your brothers are tending {our
flocks} near {the city of} Shechem. Get ready so that I can send you to them.” Joseph responded, “I'm ready {to go}.”

14Then Israel told him, “Please go and check on how your brothers and the flock{s} are doing. Then report back to
me {what you find out}.” So Israel sent him {on his way} from {their home in} the valley near {the city of} Hebron,

and Joseph traveled to {the city of} Shechem. '{When he arrived there,} a man saw him searching around in the
{nearby} fields and asked him, “What are you looking for?” '®He replied, “I am looking for my brothers. Can you tell

me where they are tending {their flocks}?” 17The man answered, “They were here and then left, but I overheard
them say that they were going to {the town of} Dothan.”

So Joseph followed his brothers and caught up with them near {the town of} Dothan. '®But they saw him while he
was still some distance away, and before he reached them, they made plans to kill him. 1?They said to each other
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{about him}, “Look, here comes that expert dreamer! 2°Come on, let’s kill him and throw his body into one of the
pits {here}. Then we can tell {people} that a vicious animal ate him up, and we will watch if his dreams come true!”

21Byt Reuben heard {their plan}, so he {tried to} rescue Joseph from them by urging them, “We should not kill him.”

22Then he continued, “You must not take his life. {Instead} put him into this pit {here} in the desert, but you must
not harm him.” Reuben was planning to rescue Joseph from them and take him back {home} to their father.

23\When Joseph reached his brothers, they {took hold of him and} ripped off the colorful robe that he was wearing.
24Then they grabbed him and put him into the pit. The pit {was} empty and {completely} dry inside.

25Then {some of} Joseph's brothers sat down to eat a meal. {While they were eating,} they looked around and
noticed {that} a {large} group of Ishmaelite {traders} was traveling {toward them} from {the region of} Gilead. Their
camels were loaded with {expensive} spices, healing salve, and incense {that} they were taking down to {the

country of} Egypt {to sell there}. 2650 Judah urged to his brothers, “We will not gain anything by killing our brother

and trying to hide it! 27Instead,} come on, let’s sell him to those Ishmaelite {traders} {over there} so that we will
not be guilty of harming him. After all, he {is} a member of our family, our own brother.” Judah’s brothers agreed

{with him}. 28So when the Midianite {(that is, Ishmaelite)} traders came by {them}, {some of} Joseph’s brothers
pulled Joseph up out of the pit and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty {pieces of} silver. Then the Ishmaelites
took him to {the country of} Egypt.

23| ater Reuben came back to the pit, and he was shocked to see that Joseph was not there! So he tore his clothes
{to show distress}. 30Then he went to his brothers and exclaimed {to them}, “Joseph is gone! Now I do not know
what to do!” 3150 Joseph's brothers killed a young goat and dipped Joseph's robe in the {goat's} blood.

32Then they had someone take the colorful robe back to their father and say {to him} {for them}, “We found this
{robe}. Please look at it {to see} whether or not it is your son’s.” 33Jacob recognized the robe and exclaimed, “{This
is} my son {Joseph}'s robe! Clearly a fierce animal has torn him to bits and eaten him up!” 3#Then Jacob tore his

clothes {in grief}, put on mourning clothes, and for many days he mourned that his son had died. 33All Jacob's sons
and daughters came {to him} {and tried} to console him, but he did not let them comfort him. Instead he said {to
them}, “{No,} I will continue to mourn {for my son} until I {die and} go down to be with him in the afterworld.” So
Joseph's father continued to mourn for him.

36Meanwhile, in {the country of} Egypt, the Midianite {traders} sold Joseph to Potiphar, {who was} an officer under
Pharaoh {the king of Egypt}; {he was} the captain over the {palace} guards.

Chapter 38

Judah and His Daughter-in-law Tamar

1About that time, Judah left his brothers and went down to {the town of} Adullam and stayed near {the home of} a
man from there whose name {was} Hirah. 2{While he was living} there, he met a Canaanite woman whose father
{was} Shua, and he married her. Then he had {marital} relations with her, 3and she became pregnant. When she
gave birth, she had a son, whom Judah named Er. 4Then Judah's wife became pregnant again and gave birth to

{another} son, and she named him Onan. 5Then she {became pregnant} yet again and gave birth to another son,
and she named him Shelah. When she gave birth to Shelah, Judah was at {the town of} Kezib.

SWhen Judah’s oldest son Er {grew up}, Judah arranged for him to marry a woman whose name {was} Tamar. 7But
Er did things that Yahweh considered to be evil, so Yahweh caused him to die.

8After that, Judah told {his son} Onan, “Marry your brother’s widow {Tamar} {according to our custom} so that you
fulfill your obligation to her {as her brother-in-law} and have children {with her} for your {deceased} brother.”
9However Onan knew that the children {they would have together} would not belong to him. So whenever he had
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{marital} relations with Tamar, he wasted {his semen} on the ground to keep her from {getting pregnant and}
having {any} children for his brother. 1%ahweh considered what Onan did to be evil, so he caused him to die too.

MThen Judah told his daughter-in-law Tamar, “{Go and} live at your father’s house, and do not marry again until my
son Shelah is old enough {to marry you}.” {Actually Judah did not want Shelah to marry Tamar} because he was
afraid {that if he did,} he would also die like his brothers had. So Tamar went {home} to her father’s house and
stayed there.

12after a long time, Judah's wife, the daughter of Shua, died. After Judah finished mourning {for her}, {one day} he
{decided to} go to {the town of} Timnah {to work} with {the men} who were shearing his sheep {there}. He and his
friend Hirah, {who was} from {the town of} Adullam, {started traveling there together}. 13\eanwhile someone told
Tamar, “Listen, your father-in-law {Judah} is on his way to {the town of} Timnah to shear his sheep.” 1450 she
changed from her clothes that showed she was a widow and covered her face with a {thin} headscarf and dressed
herself {like a prostitute}. Then {she went} toward {the town of} Timnah and sat down near the gateway of {the
town of} Enaim, which {was} along the way. {She did that} because she had noticed that Shelah was now old
enough {to marry}, but Judah had not given her to him to marry {as he was supposed to do}.

15{AsJudah was traveling to Timnah,} he saw Tamar {beside the road}, but since she had veiled her face {with a
scarf}, {he could not see who she was, and} he assumed that she was a prostitute. 1650 he went over to where she
was {sitting} beside the road and said {to her}, “Let me have sex with you.” {He did that} because he did not
recognize that she was his daughter-in-law {Tamar}. So she asked {him}, “What will you pay me so that you can
have sex with me?” 7He answered {her}, “I will send {you} a young goat from my flock.” She replied, “{I will agree,}
if you will give {me} something {valuable} {of yours} to keep until you deliver {the goat to me}.” 18SoJudah asked,
“What do you want me to leave with you?” She answered {him}, “{Leave me} your name seal with its cord {that you
have around your neck}, and your walking stick that you are holding.” So he gave {those things} to her. Then he
had {sexual} relations with her, and she became pregnant from him. 9after that, Tamar left {Judah} and returned
{home}. Then she took off her scarf and put on her clothes that showed she was a widow.

2°MeanwhiIeJudah sent a young goat with his friend {Hirah}, {who was} from {the town of} Adullam, to reclaim his
things from the prostitute {whom he had given them to}. But {when Hirah looked for her} he was not able to find
her. 2150 he asked {some} men {who lived} near the place where she had been, “Where {is} the temple prostitute
who was {sitting} beside the road near {the town of} Enaim?” But they answered {him}, “There has never been a
temple prostitute around here.” 22So Hirah returned to Judah and told {him}, “I was not able to find the prostitute.
In fact, the men who live near that town claim {that} there has never been a temple prostitute around there.”
23Then Judah said, “{Stop looking for her and} let her keep {my things} for herself. Otherwise everyone will make
fun of us. Besides that, I {did try to} send this goat {to her}, but you were not able to find her.”

24ppout three months later, someone told Judah, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar has acted like a prostitute. In fact,
look, {she is} {now} pregnant from doing that!” Judah responded {angrily}, “Take her outside {the town} and burn
her {to death}!" 25{So they went to get her, but} as they were taking her out {of the town}, she sent {a messenger}
to her father-in-law {along with his things} and told the messenger to say, “The man who owns these things is the
one who got me pregnant. Please identify {the man} who owns this name seal with its cord and this walking stick.”
26udah recognized {his things} and confessed, “Tamar is right, and I am wrong, because I refused to have my son
Shelah marry her {as I was supposed to}!" {So they released Tamar,} and {after that} Judah never had {sexual}
relations with her again.

27Months later, when Tamar was ready to give birth, they realized that {there were} twins inside her! 22While she
was in labor, {one of them} stuck out {his} hand. So the midwife {who was there} tied a {bright} red string around
his wrist and said, “This {baby} was born first.” 2?But then the baby pulled his hand back inside, and suddenly his
brother was born {first} {instead}. So the midwife exclaimed {to the baby}, “What a dramatic way for you to burst
out!” That is why he was named Perez, {which means “break out.”} 30after that, his brother, who {had} the {bright}
red string on his wrist, came out. So he was named Zerah, {which means “brightness."}
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Chapter 39

Potiphar’s Wife Tries to Seduce Joseph

TNow {as you know,} {some} Ishmaelite traders had taken Joseph down to {the country of} Egypt, and an Egyptian
{named} Potiphar had bought him {as a servant} from them. Potiphar {was} {one of} {King} Pharaoh’s officers, the

captain over the king’s {personal} guards. 2As Joseph worked in his Egyptian owner’s house, Yahweh was with him
{and helped him}, so that he succeeded in everything he did. 3His owner realized that Yahweh {was} with him and

was helping him to succeed in everything that he did. 4So Potiphar was pleased with Joseph and made him his
personal servant. He also put him in charge of managing his household and taking care of everything {else} {that}

he owned. From the time {that} Joseph's Egyptian owner did that, Yahweh blessed the household of that Egyptian
{man} for Joseph'’s sake. He blessed everything that belonged to him, {including} {everything} in {his} home and in

{his} fields. ®In fact, after Joseph's owner put him in charge of everything that he owned, he did not {need to}
concern himself with anything {in his household} except for {personal matters like} {deciding} what {kind of} food
{he wanted} to eat.

Joseph was well-built and good-looking. 7So after a while, his owner’s wife started looking at him {with desire} and

told {him}, “Come to bed with me!” 8ButJoseph refused and said to her, “Listen, because of me, my owner does not
{have to} concern himself with anything that {is} in {his} house. In fact, he has put me in charge of everything that
he owns, %{so that} he has no one in his household who has more authority than I do. He has given me freedom
with everything {in his household}, except you, {of course,} because you {are} his wife. So there is no way I would

{ever} sin against God by doing such an evil thing!” '°Day after day Potiphar’s wife kept pressuring Joseph to go to
bed with her, but he refused her requests and stayed away from her.

MThen one day Joseph went to {his owner’s} house {as usual} to do his work, but no other menservants from the

household were there. 1250 Potiphar's wife {saw her chance and} grabbed {hold of} Joseph by his robe {and}
demanded, “Come to bed with me!” But {immediately} he fled and left his robe in her hands as he ran outdoors.

13As soon as she saw that Joseph had run outdoors and left his robe {behind} in her hands, "she summoned the
{other} menservants from her household. Then {when they arrived,} she exclaimed to them, “Look, my husband
brought {this} Hebrew servant {here} among us to make fools of us! He came here to rape me, but I screamed
loudly {for help}! "*Then as soon as he heard me scream like that, he left his robe with me and ran outdoors!”

1650 potiphar’s wife kept Joseph’s robe with her until {her husband,} Joseph’s owner, returned home. "7Then she
told him the same story. She said, “The Hebrew servant whom you brought among us came here to make a fool of

me! 18But as soon as I screamed loudly, he left his robe with me and ran outdoors!” When Joseph’s owner heard

what his wife said his servant had done to her, he became very angry. 2%So he {had soldiers} arrest Joseph and put
him in the prison where they kept people who had committed crimes against the king.

Joseph remained there in prison, 2'but Yahweh was with him and was kind to him and caused the prison warden to

be pleased with him, {so that he treated him well}. 22So {before long} the warden put Joseph in charge of all the
{other} prisoners who {were} in that prison, so that he {was the one who} managed everything that they did there.

23The warden did not {need to} pay attention to anything at all that Joseph was in charge of, because Yahweh was
with Joseph and enabled him to succeed at everything he did.

Chapter 40

The Head Wine-server’'s and Head Baker’'s Dreams

1Sometime after that, the {head} wine-server and the {head} baker disobeyed their master, {who was} {Pharaoh,}
the king of Egypt. 2As a result, {King} Pharaoh was furious with those two officers. 350 he {had his soldiers arrest

them and} put them in prison at the captain over the guards' house, in the same prison where Joseph was. 4{There}
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the captain over the guards appointed Joseph to {take care of} them, so he served them, and they remained in
prison {for} some time.

50ne night the king of Egypt’s wine server and baker each had a dream while they were in prison. Each {one's}
dream had its own meaning. ®The next morning, when Joseph came to {serve} them, he noticed that they looked

sad. 7So he asked them, “Why do you look {so} unhappy today?” 8They answered him, “We {each} had a dream {last
night}, but there is no one {here} who can tell {us} what our dreams mean.” Joseph replied, “God is the {only} one
who gives someone the ability to interpret {the meaning of dreams}. Please tell me {what you dreamed}.”

9Then the head wine-server told Joseph what was in his dream. He said, “While I was dreaming, I saw a vine in front
of me "%that had three branches. Soon buds started forming {on the branches}. {Then} {the buds} became flowers,

{and the flowers} became bunches of ripe grapes. 1"Next I was holding {King} Pharaoh’s cup, and I picked grapes
{from the vine} and squeezed juice from them into the cup. Then I handed the cup to Pharaoh {and he drank from
it}.”

12j0seph said to him, “This {is} what your dream means: The three branches {represent} three days. '3In three days
{King} Pharaoh will summon you and give you back your job, so that you will {again} serve wine to him, as you

used to do when you were his wine-server. "When {you are out of prison and} everything is going well for you,
please remember that I was {here} with you, and please be kind to me and mention my situation to {King} Pharaoh

so that he releases me from this prison. 1*People brought me {here} by force from the land where {my people,} the
Hebrews, live. Even here {in Egypt} I have done nothing {wrong} to deserve being in a dungeon.”

16\When the head baker heard the positive meaning that Joseph gave {for the first dream}, he told him, “I also {had

a dream}, and while I was dreaming, I saw three bread baskets {stacked} on my head. 7In the top basket {there
were} many {kinds} of bread and cakes for {King} Pharaoh {to eat}, but {some} birds were gobbling them {up} from
the basket.”

18)0seph said {to him}, “This {is} what your dream means: The three baskets {represent} three days. 1°In three days
{King} Pharaoh will {have his soldiers} chop off your head and impale your body on a {sharp} pole, where vultures
will eat {all} your flesh off your bones.”

20Then sure enough, three days later {it was} {King} Pharaoh’s birthday, and he invited all his officers to attend a
banquet. {During the banquet,} he {had soldiers} bring {his} head wine-server and head baker {to the banquet} in

front of {all} his {other} officers. 21Then he returned the head wine-server to his {former} work, so that he {again}

served wine to him. 22But he {had his soldiers execute} the head baker {and} impale {his body on a pole}.
{Everything happened} exactly the way Joseph had explained {their dreams} to them.

23However the head wine-server {completely} forgot about Joseph and did not remember {to tell Pharaoh about}

him.

Chapter 41

Joseph Explains the Meaning of Pharaoh’s Dreams

Two whole years later, {King} Pharaoh had a dream. {In the dream} he saw himself standing beside the {Nile}
River. 2Ssuddenly, seven healthy-looking, fat cows walked up out of the river and started eating the tall grass {beside
the river}. 3Next he saw that seven sickly-looking, scrawny cows walked up out of the river and stood next to the

{first} cows on the river bank. 4Then the sickly-looking, scrawny cows devoured the seven healthy-looking, fat cows.
{Just} then Pharaoh woke up.

5Then he went {back} to sleep and had a second {dream}. {This time} he saw seven plump, well-formed heads of
grain growing on the same plant. ®suddenly, seven small heads of grain that the {hot} desert wind had dried out
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started growing {on the same plant} beside the first heads. ’Next, the small heads of grain gobbled up the seven
big, well-formed heads. At that point, Pharaoh woke up and realized that {he had been} dreaming.

8The next morning Pharaoh was upset {about the dreams}, so he had {servants} summon all the sorcerers and
{other} scholars in {the country of} Egypt. {When they arrived,} he told them what he had dreamed, but none of

them was able to explain to him {what} the dreams {meant}. 9Then the head wine-server said to Pharaoh, “{Sir}
today I remember {the time} when I offended {you}. 1(’{Some time ago,} {King} Pharaoh, you were angry with your
officials, {including} me and the head baker, and you put us in prison at the captain of the guards’ house. 1{While

we were there,} one night we {each} had a dream, {and} each of our dreams had a different meaning. 12There was
a young Hebrew man with us {who was} a servant for the captain over the guards. After we told him {our dreams},

he explained them to us. He told us what each of our dreams meant. '3And sure enough, everything happened
exactly the way he had explained {the dreams} to us: you returned me to my {former} work {as your wine-server},
and you {had your soldiers} execute the baker.”

14/When Pharaoh heard that,} {immediately} he had {servants} summon Joseph. So they went right away and got
him out of the prison. Then after he shaved {his head and face} and changed into appropriate clothing, he went

before Pharaoh. 13Then Pharaoh said to him, “I had a dream, but no one has been able to explain {to me} what it
means. But someone told me about you, {that} when you hear a dream, {you are able} to explain what it means.”

16Joseph replied to him, “{Sir,} I do not have that ability {on my own}, {but} God will explain {your dream} so that
{you,} {King} Pharaoh, will have peace {in your heart}.”

1750 Pharaoh told Joseph, “As I was dreaming, I saw myself standing beside the {Nile} River. 18Then suddenly, seven
fat, healthy-looking cows walked up out of the river {onto the bank} and started eating the tall grass {that was
there}. 19Suddenly seven other cows walked up {out of the river} behind the first cows; {they were} in terrible
condition, very sickly-looking and scrawny. {In fact,} I have never seen such awful-looking {cows} anywhere in the

land of Egypt! 2°Then the scrawny, sickly cows devoured the seven fat ones. 2'But {even} after they had swallowed
them, no one would {ever} know that they had devoured them, because they {still} looked just as terrible as before.
That's when I woke up.

224Then I {went back to sleep and} had {another} dream. {This time} I saw that there were seven big, well-formed
heads of grain growing on the same plant. 22Then suddenly, seven small heads of grain sprouted {on the same

plant} next to the first heads. {These had} wilted because the {hot} desert wind had dried them out. 24Then the
small heads of grain gobbled up the seven well-formed ones. I told {my dreams} to {my} sorcerers, but none of
them could explain to me {what the dreams meant}.”

25Then Joseph told {King} Pharaoh, “{Your Majesty,} {both of} your dreams mean the same thing. {Through them,}
God is revealing to you what he is going to do. 26The seven healthy cows {represent} seven years, and the seven

well-formed heads of grain {represent} {the same} seven years. {Both} dreams mean the same thing. 27The seven
scrawny and sickly cows that walked up {out of the river} behind the first cows {represent} {a different} seven
years, and {so do} the seven small heads of grain that the desert wind had dried out. {They both mean that} there

will be a famine that lasts seven years. 28{King} Pharaoh, that {is} what I was talking about {when I told} you {that}
God is revealing to you what he is going to do. 2Listen, {first} there will be seven years when people will have more

than enough food {to eat} throughout the entire country of Egypt. 3°But after that, there will be a famine that lasts
seven years. As a result, the people in Egypt will forget what it was like in their country during all the years when
they had more than enough {food} {to eat}, because the famine will devastate the country {so that many people

will starve}. 31That's right, people will completely forget about the years when there was plenty of food, because

the famine {that comes} after that {will be} so severe. 32The fact that you, {King} Pharaoh, had two {different}
dreams that mean the same thing shows that God has decided what he is going to do, and he will make it happen
soon.

33450 now, {your Majesty,} I recommend that you look for a man {who is} intelligent and knows what to do, and put
him in charge over the country of Egypt. 34Sir, you should {also} appoint {regional} administrators in charge of the
country, and {have them} collect one-fifth of {the crops that people harvest throughout} the country during the
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seven years when harvests are plentiful. 3*Have them collect all that {surplus} grain during the prosperous years
ahead {when there will be plenty of food}. Using your authority, {King} Pharaoh, have them stockpile {that} grain
{in storehouses} in the cities and {have soldiers} guard it, so that there will be food {for the people}. 36That food
should stay in storage for {the people of} the country {to eat} during the famine that will last seven years in the
country of Egypt, so that they will not starve to death because of the severe lack of food.”

Joseph Becomes the Governor over the Country of Egypt and Stores Up Food

37What Joseph proposed seemed like a good plan to Pharach and all his officials. 3So Pharaoh exclaimed to them,
“{Certainly} we cannot find anyone else more qualified than this man whom God's Spirit guides!” 3®Then he said to
Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, no one {else} is {as} intelligent as you {are} or knows what to do
{in this situation}. 4%{So} I am putting you in charge of my household {and my kingdom}, so that all the people in
my country must obey whatever you command. Only I who am king will have higher authority than you.” #'Then
Pharaoh said, “Listen, I hereby put you in charge of the whole country of Egypt.” #2Then he took off his {official}
identification ring and put it on Joseph's finger {to show that he had appointed him}. He {also} gave Joseph
{expensive} linen clothes to wear and put a chain {made} of gold around his neck. 3Then Pharaoh had Joseph ride
{around} in the chariot that showed he was the second highest ruler in the country. {As he rode,} messengers
{walked} {in the road} ahead of him calling out {to everyone}, “Make way!” In that way, Pharaoh {officially}
appointed Joseph to be in charge of the whole country of Egypt.

#pharaoh {also} told Joseph, “I, Pharaoh, {hereby command} that throughout the whole country of Eqypt,
everyone must only do what you tell them to do!” #*Then Pharaoh gave Joseph the {Egyptian} name Zaphenath-
Paneah, {which means “the one who explains/reveals secrets,”} and he gave him {a woman named} Asenath to be
{his} wife. {She was} the daughter of Potiphera, {who was} a priest {at the temple} in {the city of} On. Then Joseph
{started his duties and} traveled throughout the country of Egypt.

46j0seph {was} thirty years old when he {started} serving Pharaoh, the king over Egypt. {After Pharaoh appointed
him,} Joseph left him and traveled throughout the whole country of Egypt {doing his work}. 4’During the seven
years when food was plentiful, the land produced huge amounts of grain. 48So Joseph {had his helpers} collect all
the {surplus} grain {that people harvested} during {those} seven years in the country of Egypt, and he {had them}
stockpile {that} grain in the cities. In each city he {had them} store the grain {that people harvested} from the
surrounding fields. 4°In that way, Joseph stockpiled so much grain that it was as {plentiful as} the {grains of} sand
on the seashore. {In fact,} it was so plentiful that he stopped keeping records {of it} because it was too much to
keep track of.

30Before the {seven} famine years started, Joseph had two sons with {his wife} Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera,
{who was} a priest in {the city of} On. 51Joseph named {his} oldest {son} Manasseh, {which means “forget,”} {and he
explained,} “{It is} because God has helped me to forget {about} all my troubles and about {how much I have
missed} my father and the rest of my family {back home}.” >>And he named {his} second son Ephraim, {which
means “twice prosperous,”} {and he explained,} “{It is} because God has helped me to prosper in the country where
I have suffered {so much}.”

33Finally the seven years were over when food was plentiful in the country of Egypt. #Then the seven years began
when there was a severe lack of food, which is exactly what Joseph had predicted {would happen}. The famine
spread to every country, but throughout the whole country of Egypt there was {still} food {in the storehouses}.
35When everyone in Egypt became very hungry {because of the famine}, they begged {King} Pharaoh for food. So
he commanded them, “Go ask Joseph {for help}, {and} do whatever he commands you {to do}.” 56Since the severe
food shortage was affecting the whole country, Joseph {had his helpers} open up all the storehouses {full of grain},
and he started selling {the grain} to the people of Egypt. Then the famine became worse {and worse} throughout
the country of Egypt. 37In fact, {people from} all over the world started coming to Egypt to buy {grain} from Joseph,
because the food shortage was {so} terrible throughout the whole world.
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Chapter 42

Joseph's Brothers Come to Egypt to Buy Grain

TMeanwhile {back in the region of Canaan}, {when} Jacob heard that there was grain {for sale} in {the country of}

Egypt, he told his sons, “Do not just {stand around} doing nothing! 2Listen {to this}! I heard that there is grain {for
sale} in {the country of} Egypt. {So} go down there and buy {some} for us {and our families} {to eat}, so that we can

stay alive and not starve to death.” 3So Joseph’s ten {older} brothers {left home and} traveled down to Egypt to buy

{some} grain {there}. #But Jacob did not allow Joseph’s {younger} brother Benjamin to go {to Egypt} with {the rest
of} his brothers, because Jacob was afraid that something bad might happen to him.

SIsrael's sons arrived {in Egypt} along with {many} other people who were coming {there} to buy {food}, because
the severe food shortage was {also} {affecting everyone} in the region of Canaan. 6{Since}Joseph {was} the
administrator over the country {of Egypt}, he {was} the one selling {grain} to people {who came to him} from all
over the country. So Joseph's brothers {also} went before him {like everyone else} and bowed down {with} {their}
faces to the ground {to show him respect}. "When Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he pretended
that he did not {know} {them}. In fact, he spoke to them sternly and asked them, “What country are you from?”
They answered {him}, “{Sir,} {we are} from the region of Canaan to buy {some} grain.” 8AIthough Joseph recognized
his brothers, they did not realize who he was.

9Then Joseph remembered what he had dreamed about his brothers {long ago}, so he accused them, “You are
secretly gathering information {about our country}! You came {here} to find out where {our} country is weak!”
108yt his brothers replied to him, “Sir, we are not {spies}. Rather, {we are} humble men {who} have come {here}
{only} to buy {some} grain. e {are} all brothers who have the same father. We {are} humble, trustworthy men,
not spies.”

12ButJoseph accused them, “{That is} not {true}! You have definitely come {here} to find out where {our} country is
weak!” '3But they replied {to him}, “Sir, {there were} twelve of us brothers. We {are} sons of the same father {who
lives} in the region of Canaan. {Our} youngest {brother} {is} with our father right now, but {our other} brother has
died.”

14But Joseph accused them, “What I told you is true! You are spying {on our country}! 1>{So now,} this is how I will
verify whether {or not} you {told me the truth}: As certain as {King} Pharaoh lives, {I swear that} you will {definitely}
never leave Egypt until your youngest brother is here. 1{So} one of you must go {back home} and bring your
{youngest} brother back {here}. {The rest of} you must stay here in prison. That way I can verify {whether} you told
me the truth. But if you are lying, as certain as {King} Pharaoh lives, {that means} you really are spying {on our
country}!” Then Joseph {had his soldiers} lock up his brothers in prison {for} three days.

18Three days later, Joseph said to them, “I am a man who reveres God. So if you do what I say, {I will let} you live.
19Since you {claim to be} trustworthy men, I will make {just} one of you brothers stay where you have been, in
prison. {The rest of} you {may} go {and} carry food back {home} {for} your hungry families. 20pt you {must} bring
your youngest brother {back} {here} to me. That way I will know that you are telling the truth, and I will let you
live.” So Joseph's brothers {agreed to} do what he said.

21while they were still standing there,} they said to each other, “Surely what we did to our brother {Joseph} {long
ago} was {very} wrong. We saw how he was suffering when he begged us {not to harm him}, but we refused to
listen {to him}. That is why we are suffering now.” 22Reuben scolded them by saying, “I told you {that} you should
not do anything bad to him! But you refused to listen {to me}, and now look, God is holding us responsible for
causing him to die!” 23joseph’s brothers did not realize that he {could} understand {what they were saying to each
other}, because he had been speaking to them using a translator {as if he did not know their language}. 24{When
Joseph heard what they were saying,} he turned his back to them and started crying. Then {after he recovered,} he
turned back around and spoke to them {again}. Then he chose Simeon from {among} them and {had his soldiers}
bind him {with chains} while they watched.
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25Then Joseph told {his servants} to fill his brothers’ sacks {with} grain. {He} also {told them} to {secretly} putin
each brother’s sack the money {they had paid for the grain} and to provide them {with} food to eat on their trip
{home}. After Joseph did that for his brothers, 26his brothers loaded their {sacks of} grain onto their donkeys’
{backs} and started traveling {home}.

27| ater, {when they stopped} at a place to stay for the night, one {of them} opened his sack to get {some} grain to

feed his donkey. There in the top of his sack he saw the money that he had used {to buy grain}! 250 he exclaimed
to the others, “Somebody has returned my money {to me}! Here it is in my sack!” {When they saw it,} they were
{completely} shocked, and they shook {with fear}. They asked each other, “Why is God doing this to us?”

29:When} they reached {their home in} the region of Canaan where their father Jacob was, they told him everything
they had experienced. They said, 3%“The man who governs the country {of Egypt} spoke to us sternly and accused

us of spying {on} {their} country! 31But we told him, ‘We {are} trustworthy {men}; not spies. 32{There were} twelve
of us brothers, {and} {we are} the sons of the same father. One {of our brothers} has died, and the youngest
{brother} {is} {at home} with our father right now in the region of Canaan.’

334yt the man who governs the country told us, ‘This is how I will know if you {are} trustworthy {men}: You must

leave one of you {here} with me, and {the rest of you} go {home} with {food for} your starving families. 34yt bring
your youngest brother {back} {here} to me. Then I will know that you {are} trustworthy {men} and not spies. {Then}
I will return your brother to you {from prison}, and you can travel around my country {and trade} {freely}.'”

35Then Joseph's brothers started emptying their sacks {of grain}, and there inside each man’s sack was his bag of
money {that he had paid for the grain}! {When} they and their father {Jacob} saw the {money} bags, they were

terrified. 36Then their father exclaimed to them, “You have caused me {terrible} loss! Joseph is gone! Simeon is
gone! And {now} you {want to} take Benjamin {away} {from me} {too}! Everything is going terribly for me!”

37Reuben replied, “{Father,} let me be responsible for {taking} Benjamin {down to Egypt}. If I fail to bring him {back}

to you {safely}, you can {punish me by} killing my two sons.” 38But his father replied, “{No,} I will not let my son
{Benjamin} go down {to Egypt} with you. His brother is dead, so he is the only son {I have} left {from his mother}.
So if anything bad happened to him on {your} journey, you would cause me, your elderly father, to grieve so badly
that I would {die and} go down to the afterworld!”

Chapter 43

Joseph's Brothers, including Benjamin, Return to the Country of Egypt

1The famine {continued to be} severe in the region {of Canaan}. 250 when Jacob and his family finished eating {all}
the grain that his sons had brought from {the country of} Egypt, he said to them, “Go back {to Egypt} {and} buy
some {more} grain for us {and our families}.” 3But {his son} Judah replied to him, “The governor {there} sternly
warned us that we cannot go to him {again} {to buy grain} if our {youngest} brother {is} not with us. 4Sorif you
will allow our {youngest} brother to go with us, {then} we can go {to Egypt} and buy {more} grain for you.
SHowever if you refuse to let him go {with us}, we cannot go {there}, because the governor warned us that we
cannot go to him {again} if our {youngest} brother {is} not with us.”

5Then {their father} Israel asked {them}, “Why did you cause trouble for me by telling the governor that you have a
younger brother?” "They answered {him}, “The governor asked {us} many questions about ourselves and about our
family. He asked {us} if our father was still alive and if we had {another} brother. We {just} answered his questions
honestly. There is no way we could have known that he would require us to take our brother down {there} {to
him}!”

8Then Judah urged his father Israel {about Benjamin}, “Entrust the young man to me {to take care of} so that we
can go immediately {to Egypt} {to buy grain}. Then all of us, including our children, can survive and not starve to
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death. °I personally promise to keep him safe. You can hold me responsible for him, {so that} if I do not bring him
{back} to you safely, I will be guilty of this sin against you for the rest of my life. 1%In any case,} if we had not
waited {this long}, we could have made two {round} trips {there and back} by now.” MThen their father Israel said
to them, “Since that is how it must be, then do this: Put {some} of the best things from {our} land in your sacks, and
take {them} to the governor {as} gifts. {Include} some healing salve, some honey, {some} spices and incense, {and}
{some} pistachio nuts and almonds. 12¢Al50} take with you twice {as much} money {as you took the first time},
because you must take back the money that someone gave back {to you} in your sacks. Maybe they did that by
mistake. 1350 {now,} take your {youngest} brother and immediately go back to the governor. 141 pray that God
{who is} all-powerful will cause him to treat you kindly so that he will let your other brother and Benjamin come
{back} {home} with you. But {if not, and} if I {must} lose them and grieve {for them}, {then} I {will} grieve.”

15Then the brothers packed those gifts {in their sacks} along with twice as much money {as the grain would cost}.
Then they {took} Benjamin {with them} and quickly traveled down to {the country of} Egypt and went directly to
Joseph. 1®When Joseph saw Benjamin with his {other} brothers, he commanded his head house-servant, “Escort
these men to {my} house. Then butcher a calf and prepare {a feast}, because {I want} them to eat with me {today}
at noon.”

17The servant did exactly what Joseph {had} told {him to do} and escorted the brothers to Joseph's house. 18But
when the brothers {saw} that he had taken them to Joseph's house, they were afraid, and they said {to each other},
“He has taken us here because of {our} money that someone gave back to us in our sacks {on} {our} first trip
{here}. {He intends} to {have his soldiers} attack us and overpower us and make us {his} servants, along with our
donkeys!”

19Then they approached Joseph's head house-servant {outside} the door to {his} house to speak to him. 205nd said,
“Excuse Us, sir, one time before this, we traveled all the way down {here} {to Egypt} to buy {some} grain. 2'But {on
our way home,} when we arrived at the place where we lodged for the night, we opened our sacks. There in the top
of each of our sacks {was} the money {we had paid to you} {for the grain}! The money was all there! So we brought
it {all} back with us {to give to you}. 22\\/e have {also} brought more money with us so that we can buy {some more}
grain {now}. We have no idea who put the money in our sacks.” 22But Joseph’s servant replied {to them}, “It is all
right, {so} do not worry {about it}. The God whom you and your father serve must have put the money in your
sacks, {because} I {definitely} received your money {that you paid for the grain}.” Then Joseph’s servant brought
Simeon out {of prison} to his brothers.

24Then Joseph's servant brought the brothers into Joseph’s house and provided {them} with water to wash {the

road dust off} their feet. He also fed their donkeys. 25{Meanwhile,} Joseph’s brothers got {their} gifts ready to give
to Joseph when he came home at noon, because they had heard that they were going to eat a meal {with him}
there.

26\When Joseph came home, his brothers {gave} to him the gifts that they had brought with them into the house,
and they bowed down before him {with their faces} to the ground {to show respect}. 2’Then Joseph asked them
how they were doing, and he asked {them}, “Is your elderly father well whom you mentioned {to me}? Is he still
living?” 28They answered {him}, “{Yes sir} our father, who highly respects you, is still alive and well.” Then they
bowed {their heads} and bowed down {to the ground} {again}.

29ThenJoseph looked around and saw his brother Benjamin, who had the same mother that he had, and he said
{to them}, “So this must be your youngest brother whom you told me about.” Then he said {to Benjamin}, “I pray

that God will be kind to you, young man.” 3%Suddenly Joseph rushed out {of the room} because he felt
overwhelmed with emotions about his brother and was about to cry. So he went to his bedroom, where he cried
{privately}.

31after he had gotten control of his emotions {and stopped crying}, he washed {the tears off} his face and came

back out {of his room}. Then he commanded {his servants}, “Serve the food {to us}.” 3250 they served {food} to
Joseph at his own table, and his brothers at their own table, and the Egyptians who were eating with him at their
own table. Egyptians do not eat at the same table as Hebrew people, because Egyptians consider it unacceptable
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{to do that}. 3:"Joseph’s brothers were sitting {at a table} facing his table in the order of their ages, from the oldest

to the youngest. {When they noticed that,} they were amazed {and stared} at one another. 34Then Joseph {had his
servants} serve food to his brothers from his table, but he {had them} serve Benjamin five times more {food} than
{they} served to any of the rest {of his brothers}. Then his brothers feasted and drank {wine} freely with him.

Chapter 44

Joseph Tests His Brothers

1Later Joseph ordered his head house-servant, “Fill the men’s {grain} bags with as much grain as they can take

{with them}, and in the top of their bags, put the money that each {of them} paid {for the grain}. 2Also put my silver
cup in the top of the youngest {one}'s bag, along with the money that he paid for the grain.” So the servant did
exactly what Joseph had ordered {him to do}.

3Early the next morning, {Joseph} sent the brothers {on their way}, along with their donkeys. 4{But} they had not
gone very far out of the city when he ordered his head servant, “Hurry {and} pursue those men. When you catch up

with them, ask them, ‘Why have you treated {my master} so badly {after he was} so good {to you}? >The cup {you
stole} is {the cup} that my master drinks from. He {also} uses it to find out secret things! What you have done is
{very} wrong!"”

6Then the servant {left, and when he} caught up with the men, he repeated to them what Joseph had told him {to
say}. ’But they replied, “Sir, why do you say such things? {We assure you,} sir, {that} we would never do anything

like that! 8Remember that we returned to you the money that we discovered in our {grain} bags {last time}. {We
brought it} {all the way} from {our home in} the region of Canaan! So we would never steal silver {things} or gold

{things} {or anything else} from your master’s house! °{In fact,} sir, if you find that one of us does have the cup,
then {you may} execute that person, and {the rest of} us, sir, will become your slaves.”

19)0seph’s servant replied {to them}, “Okay then, I will do as you suggest {except for this}: The one whom I find with
my master’s cup {is the only one who} will become my slave. {The rest of} you will be innocent {and free to go}.”

150 each of the brothers quickly took his {grain} bag {off his donkey} and put it on the ground, and each of them
opened his {own} bag. 12Then Joseph's servant searched {their bags}. He started with the oldest {brother} and

continued until he came to the youngest {brother}, and {there} he found the cup in Benjamin’s bag! '3In response
{to that}, the brothers tore their clothes {in distress}. Then each {of them} put his bag {back} on his {own} donkey,
and they {all} {turned around and} went back to the city.

14When Judah and his brothers arrived at Joseph's house, Joseph was there {waiting for them}. So they prostrated

themselves on the ground before him {to show respect}. °Then Joseph exclaimed to them, “What you have done is
terrible! You should have known that someone in my position knows how to discover the secret things {that people

do}!” 16Judah replied {to him}, “Sir, there is nothing {convincing} that we can say {to you}. There is no way that we
can explain {this}. There is no way we can prove {to you} that we are innocent. God is punishing us for our {past}
sin. {So now,} sir, we are {all} here to be your slaves, including {the one} whom {your house-servant} found with

your cup {in his bag}.” 17ButJoseph told {them}, “{No,} I would never {even} consider doing such a thing! {Rather}
{only} the man whom {my servant} found with my cup {in his bag} will be my slave. {The rest of} you are free to go
{back} home to your father.”

Judah Begs Joseph to Set Benjamin Free

18Then Judah approached Joseph and said {to him}, “Please, sir,  humbly ask you to let me speak freely to you.
Please do not be angry with me, {especially} since you {are} as {powerful as} {King} Pharaoh {himself}. 19gjy,

{previously} you asked us if our father was {still} alive and if we had {any other} brothers. 20And we told you, sir,
{that} we have an elderly father and {also} a younger brother who was born when our father was {already} old.
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That brother’s mother only had one other son, who is now dead. So our father {especially} loves our youngest
brother.

21“Then you told us, sir, to bring our youngest brother {here} to you, so that you could see him for yourself. 22But
we told you, sir, that the young man should not leave his father {and come here}, because if he did, his father

would die {from anxiety}. 23But then, sir, you told us {that} unless our youngest brother came with us, we could
never see you again.

244wWhen we returned {home} to our father, who highly respects you, we reported to him what you told {us}.

25{Months} later our father told {us}, ‘Go back {to Egypt} {and} buy some {more} grain for us.’ 26But we replied {to
him}, ‘We cannot go {there} unless our youngest brother is with us. Then we can go. The governor {who sells grain

there} will not allow us to see him {again} if our youngest brother is not with us. 2’Then our father said to us, ‘As
you know, my wife {Rachel} and I {only} had two {sons} together. 280ne {of her sons} left here {one day}, and I have

not seen him since then. I am sure that {a wild animal} must have {killed him and} torn him apart. 2950 if you also
take her other son {away} from me, and anything harms him, you will cause me, your gray-haired father, so much
grief that I will {die and} go down to the afterworld.

30450 now, {sir} if we go {home} to our father without his youngest son, since our father’s life depends on his son’s
life, 31if he sees that his son is gone, he will die! {Yes,} we will cause our gray-haired father so much grief that he

will {die and} go to the afterworld! 32Besides that, sir, I promised my father that I would return his son to him
safely. I told {him} that if I did not bring his son {back} to him, I would be guilty of sinning against him forever.

33450 then, sir, I beg you to let me stay {here} and be your slave in place of our youngest {brother}, and let him go

back {home} with his {other} brothers. 34There is no way I can go back to my father if his youngest {son} is not with
me! I could not bear to see how terribly my father would suffer!”

Chapter 45

Joseph Reveals Who He Is to His Brothers

1{When Joseph heard that,} he could no {longer} keep himself from crying in front of all his servants, so he shouted
{to them}, “All of you leave my presence!” {Immediately the servants left the room,} so that no one else was with

Joseph when he told his brothers who he was. 2But he started crying so loudly that {many} Egyptians heard {him},

including Pharaoh's family. 3Then he exclaimed to his brothers {in their language}, “I {am} {your brother} Joseph! Is
my father still alive?” But Joseph's brothers could not reply to him, because they felt very afraid to be standing in
front of him.

4SoJoseph said to them, “Please come here next to me.” After they went closer {to him}, he said {to them}, “I {really

am} your brother Joseph, whom you sold {to be a slave} in {the country of} Egypt. >But now, do not be upset or
angry with yourselves for selling me, because {it was actually} God {who} sent me {here} before you came, to save

{many people’s} lives. SFor two years {nows} {there has been} a famine throughout this region, and for another five

years {it will be so severe that} no one will {be able to} plant {seeds} or harvest {crops}. That is why God sent me
{here} before you came, to save your lives in this amazing way so that you will survive and have descendants on

the earth. 8So then, you {were} not {the ones} {who} caused me to come here, but {rather} {it was} God {who sent
me}. He has {also} made me {like a} father to {King} Pharaoh, so that I am the one in charge of his entire
household and {also} the governor over the entire country of Egypt.

9“Hurry back to our father and tell him that his son Joseph has sent him this message: ‘God has appointed me
governor over the entire {country of} Egypt. {So} {please} come down {here} {to live} near me, {and} do not delay.

10you can live in Goshen Province. That way you will live close to me with your children and your grandchildren,
along with your flocks {of sheep and goats}, your herds {of cattle} and everything {else} that you own. "'I will take
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care of you there, since the famine will last five {more} years. {Please come} so that {the famine} will not cause you
and your family to lose everything you own {and die}."’

12(Then Joseph said to his brothers,} “Look! {All of} you, including my brother Benjamin, {can} see that {it really is}

me, {Joseph,} who is talking to you. 1350 {go and} tell our father all {about} how powerful I am in Egypt and {about}
everything {else} that you have seen {here}. Then quickly bring him down here {to me}.”

14Then Joseph hugged his brother Benjamin {tightly} and cried {for joy}, and Benjamin {also} cried as he hugged

Joseph. 5Then Joseph kissed all his brothers {on their cheeks} as he continued to cry {for joy}. After {he did} that,
his brothers started talking with him.

16\hen Pharaoh’s household heard the news that Joseph's brothers had come {there}, Pharaoh and {all} his
servants were happy. 17So Pharaoh told Joseph, “Give your brothers this message {from me}: ‘Load your donkeys

{with grain} and go quickly {back} to Canaan. "®Then bring your father and your families {back} {here} to me. I will
give you the best {area} in the country of Egypt {to live in}, so that you will live well with the best of everything in
the country.’

19{Then Pharaoh said to Joseph,} “I also want you {to tell them} to take {some of} {my} wagons with them from the
country of Egypt for their wives and {young} children {to travel in}. Then {tell them} to bring their father {back}

{here to live}. 2°They should not worry about {leaving some of} their belongings {behind}, because the best
{things} in all the country of Egypt {will be} theirs.”

2150 Israel's sons {agreed to} do that. Then Joseph gave them wagons {to use} as {King} Pharaoh had commanded,
and he supplied them with food to eat as they traveled {home}. 22He {also} gave a {new} set of clothes to each one

of his brothers, but to Benjamin he gave five {new} sets of clothes and 300 {pieces} of silver {moneys}. 23He also
gave {them} the following gifts to give to his father: ten male donkeys that were carrying {some of} the best
{things} from Egypt, and ten female donkeys that were carrying grain, bread, and {other} food for him {and his

family} to eat as they traveled {to Egypt}. 24Then Joseph sent his brothers off {on their way home}. As they were
leaving, he told them, “Do not argue {with each other} on the way.”

25Then Joseph's brothers left Egypt and traveled {home} to their father Jacob in the region of Canaan. 26{When they
arrived,} they announced to him, “Joseph {is} still alive! In fact, he {is} the governor over the entire country of

Egypt!” {When their father heard that news,} he was stunned {and silent}, because he could not believe them. 27gyt
{after} they told him everything that Joseph had said to them, and {after} he saw the wagons that Joseph had sent

to carry him {and his family} {to Egypt}, he recovered {from the shock}. 28Then he exclaimed {to them}, “{That's}
enough! {It must be true!} My son Joseph really is alive! I must go {now} and see him {again} before I die.”

Chapter 46

Jacob and His Family Move to {the Country of} Egypt

150 Israel {and his family} started traveling {toward Egypt} with all their belongings. When they reached {the city
of} Beersheba, he offered some of his animals {on an altar} {there} as sacrifices to God, whom his father Isaac had

worshiped. 2During the night God called to Israel in a vision, “Jacob! Jacob!” Jacob replied, “Yes, {Lord}?" 3Then God
said {to him}, “I {am} God, the God whom your father worshiped. Don’t be afraid of moving down to {the country
of} Egypt, because I will make your descendants {multiply and} become a large people group {while they live}

there. 41 will personally go with you down to Egypt {and take care of you there}. Later I will definitely bring your
descendants {back} {here to Canaan}. When you die, Joseph will be with you.”

S5After that, Jacob left {the city of} Beersheba, and his sons took him and their wives and children in the wagons

that {King} Pharaoh had provided for them to ride in {to Egypt}. 5They {also} brought {with them} their livestock
and their {other} belongings that they had gotten in the region of Canaan. Then Jacob and all of his descendants
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arrived in Egypt. 7He brought his entire {extended} family with him to Egypt, {including} his sons and daughters,
{and} his grandsons and granddaughters.

8Here is a list of the names of Israel's descendants who came {with him} to Egypt, {that is, the names of} Jacob’s
descendants: Reuben, {who was} his oldest {son}, 9and Reuben’s sons, {who were} Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and
Carmi. 1°{Simeon and} Simeon'’s sons, {who were} Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar, and Shaul, who had a
Canaanite mother. "Y{Levi and} Levi's sons, {who were} Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 12{Judah and} Judah’s sons,
{who were} Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah; actually, Er and Onan had {already} died in the region of Canaan.
Perez's sons were Hezron and Hamul. 13{Issachar and} Issachar’s sons, {who were} Tola, Puvah, Job, and Shimron.
14r7ebulun and} Zebulun's sons, {who were} Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. 15Those {were} the sons {and grandsons}
whom Jacob and {his wife} Leah had together in {the region of} Paddan Aram. {They} also {had} a daughter
{named} Dinah. The total number of those descendants {was} thirty-three.

16{Jacob’s other descendants who came with him included} {his son Gad and} Gad's sons, {who were} Ziphion,
Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli. 17¢He also took} {his son Asher and?} Asher’s sons, {who were} Imnah,

Ishvah, Ishvi, and Beriah, and their sister Serah. Beriah's sons {were} Heber and Malkiel. 8Those {were} the
children {and grandchildren} {that Jacob had} with Zilpah, {who was the servant woman} that Laban had given to
his daughter Leah. {Those descendants that} Zilpah and Jacob had together {totaled} sixteen persons.

19The sons that Jacob had with his wife Rachel {were} Joseph and Benjamin. 2%Joseph’s {sons} who were born in
{the country of} Egypt {were} Manasseh and Ephraim. Their mother was {Joseph’s wife} Asenath, the daughter of

Potiphera, {who was} the priest at {the city of} On. 21Benjamin’s sons {were} Bela, Beker, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman,

Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and Ard. 22Thpse {were} the sons {and grandsons} whom Jacob and {his wife} Rachel
had together, a total of fourteen descendants.

23{0ther descendants who came with Jacob included:} {his son Dan and} Dan’s son Hushim. 24{Naphtali and}

Naphtali's sons, {who were} Jahziel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem. 25Those {were all} the sons {and grandsons} that Jacob
had with Bilhah, {the servant woman} whom Laban had given to his daughter Rachel. The total number of those
descendants {was} seven.

26)ltogether Jacob had sixty-six blood relatives who went with him to Egypt. That {number} does not include {his

wives or} his sons’ wives. 27{If you include} {Jacob, Joseph, and} Joseph's two sons, who were born in Egypt, {then}
there was a total of seventy members of Jacob’s family in Egypt.

Jacob Reunites with His Son Joseph and Meets {King} Pharaoh

28{When they reached Egypt,} Jacob had Judah go to Joseph ahead of them to get directions {from him} to Goshen
{Province}. After that, Jacob’s family traveled to Goshen. 2°Then Joseph got his chariot ready and went to Goshen to
meet his father Israel. {There} Joseph greeted his father and hugged him {tightly} and cried {for joy} on his
shoulder {for} a long time. 30Then Israel exclaimed to Joseph, “Now when I die {I will be at peace}, because I have
seen you in person {and know} that you are still alive!”

31Then Joseph announced to his brothers and {the rest of} his father’s family, “I will go to {King} Pharaoh and
inform him, ‘My brothers and {the rest of} my father’s family have traveled {here} from the region of Canaan to live
near me. 32The men {of my family} raise sheep {and goats}. In fact, they raise {all kinds of} livestock {for a living},
and they have brought {with them} {all} their sheep {and goats} and cattle, and everything {else} that they own.’
3350 then, when the king summons you and asks {you} what your occupation is, 3*you should tell {him}, ‘Sir, ever
since the time we were young until now, we have been raising livestock, {which is} the same occupation that our
ancestors had.’ That way {he will allow} you to live {separately} in Goshen Province, {especially} since Egyptians
despise everyone who raises sheep.”
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1SoJoseph went to {King} Pharaoh and informed {him}, “My father and my brothers {and their families} have come
{to Egypt} from the region of Canaan and {are} now in Goshen Province. {They brought with them} their sheep,

{goats,} cattle, and everything {else} that they own.” 2Then Joseph brought five of his brothers before Pharaoh and
introduced them {to him}. 3Then Pharaoh asked them, “What {is} your occupation?” They answered him, “Your

Majesty, we raise sheep {for a living}, just like our ancestors did.” 4They {also} said to him, “We have come {here} to
live for a while in {your} country. The famine is so severe In the region of Canaan {where we come from} that there
is not enough grass {in the fields} for our flocks. So then, sir, please let us live in Goshen Province.”

3Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “{Now that} your father and brothers have come {to live} near you, ®you may choose
any part of the land of Egypt {for them to live in}. {In fact,} they may live in the best land {in the country}, in Goshen
Province. And if you know that some of them are especially talented {at raising livestock}, then put them in charge
of raising my livestock {also}.”

Then Joseph took his father Jacob and introduced him to {King} Pharaoh, and Jacob {asked God to} bless Pharaoh.
8Then Pharaoh asked Jacob, “{Sir,} how old are you now?” 9Jacob answered him, “I have been living {in this world}
for 130 years. My life has been short, with many hardships. In fact, I have not lived {nearly} as long as my ancestors
did during their time on earth.” 1°Thenjacob {again} {asked God to} bless Pharaoh and left him.

M After that, Joseph did what Pharaoh had told him {to do}: He helped his father and brothers settle in the country
of Egypt. He gave them the choicest property {in Egypt}, which was in {Goshen Province, also known as} Rameses
Province. 12Joseph {also} provided his father and brothers and all {the rest of} his father’s family {with} as much
food as {each family} needed to feed {all} the people in their family.

How Joseph Ruled Egypt During the Rest of the Famine

13Now {after a while,} the famine became so severe in the entire world that there was very little food {available}
{anywhere}. {The people of} the country of Egypt and the region of Canaan were suffering badly because they did
not have enough to eat. "So they bought grain from Joseph until there was no more money left in the country of
Egypt or the region of Canaan. Joseph {had his servants} take the money to Pharaoh’s palace. 1*When {the people
in} Egypt and Canaan had spent all their money, {people from} all over Egypt went to Joseph and begged {him},
“{Sir} we have no more money! Please give us food so that we do not starve to death!” '8joseph responded, “Since
your money is gone, bring {me} your livestock to pay for the food that I will give you.” 7So the people brought
their livestock to Joseph. They gave him {their} horses, sheep, goats, cattle, and donkeys to pay for the food that he
gave them. In that way Joseph supplied the people with food that year, {and they gave him} all their livestock {to
pay} for it.

18After that year was over, the people went to Joseph {again} in the following year and pleaded with him, “Sir, as
you know, {our} money is gone and {all} {our} livestock {belong} to you. The only way we can pay you {for food} is
to give you our farmland and work for you, sir. °Please do not {just} watch us die or let our land {become
wasteland}. {Instead,} {please} take us and our land {in exchange} for food. Then we will be {King} Pharaoh'’s slaves,
and our land {will also be his}. {Please} give {us} seeds {to plant} so that we can stay alive and not {starve} to death,
and {so that} the land will not become a desert!”

2050 Joseph {agreed and} acquired all the land in {the country of} Egypt for Pharaoh. All the Egyptians sold their
fields {to him} {in exchange for food}, because the food shortage was {so} severe. In that way, {all} the land

became Pharaoh’s {property}. 21joseph {also} relocated the people to the cities throughout the entire {country of}

Egypt. 22The only land that he did not buy was the priests’ {land}, because they regularly received a certain amount
{of food} from Pharaoh, and they had enough to eat from what he gave to them. That is why they did not {need to}
sell their land {to buy food}.
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23Next Joseph announced to the {Egyptian} people, “Listen, now that you and your farmland belong to {King}
Pharaoh, here {are} {some} seeds for you so that you can plant {them in} the fields. 24Then every harvest season,
you must give him one-fifth {of the crops you harvest}. The rest {of what you harvest} will be yours {to use} to plant
{in} the fields and as food for you and your families, including your children.” 2°The people replied {to him}, “You
have saved our lives! Please {continue to} be kind to us, sir, and we will {agree to} be {King} Pharaoh’s servants.”

2650 Joseph made a law {that required} {people to give} to Pharaoh one-fifth {of all the crops they harvested} from
the fields in Egypt. {That law} is still {in effect} today. The priests' land was the only {land} {in Egypt} that did not
belong to Pharaoh.

Jacob Asks His Son Joseph to Bury His Body in the Land of Canaan

27Now {Jacob, whose other name was} Israel, was living {with his family} in Goshen Province in the country of
Egypt, and they acquired {many possessions} there. They had many children and became very numerous. 28{After}

Jacob had lived in the country of Egypt {for} seventeen years, he was 147 years old. 22{When} it was almost time for
him to die, he summoned his son Joseph and urged him, “Please do this favor for me: Put your hand under my leg,
and {promise me that} {after I die,} you will be kind and faithful to me. Please {promise that} you will not bury my

body {here} in {the country of} Egypt. 3%Rather, after I die and join my ancestors {who have died}, take my body out
of Egypt {to the region of Canaan} and bury it in the same burial place where their bodies are.” Joseph promised

{him}, “I will do what you requested.” 31But his father insisted, “Vow to me {before God} {that you will do it}." So
Joseph vowed {that he would do it}. Then {his father} Israel bowed {down} {to worship God} beside {his} bed.

Chapter 48

Jacob Blesses Joseph’s Sons Ephraim and Manasseh

1{Some time} after those things happened, {someone} told Joseph, “Listen, your father is sick.” So Joseph {went to

visit his father and} took his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim with him. 2{\When they got there,} someone informed
Jacob, “Look, your son Joseph has come to visit you.” {Immediately} Israel exerted himself and sat up at {the head

of} {his} bed {and they greeted each other}. 3Then Jacob told Joseph, “God {who is} all-powerful appeared to me

{long ago} in the region of Canaan at {the town of} Luz. He blessed me {there} *by saying to me, ‘Listen, I will give
you many descendants who will increase {in number} and become many people groups. I will {also} give this land
to your descendants to own forever.’”

3{Then Jacob said to Joseph,} “Now then, your two sons Ephraim and Manasseh, who were born to you {here} in the

country of Egypt before I joined you here, {I will treat as} my sons, just like my sons Reuben and Simeon. °If you
have any more children, they will be yours, {so that} what they inherit {from me} will be some of what their

brothers {Ephraim and Manasseh} inherit {from me}. 7T {am doing this because} as our family was returning
{home} from {the region of} Paddan {Aram}, {your mother} Rachel died beside me in the region of Canaan while
we were still traveling and some distance away from {the town of} Ephrath. {As you know,} I buried her body there
by the road that goes to Ephrath, which {now has the name} Bethlehem.”

8Then Israel noticed Joseph's {two} sons and asked {him}, “Who {are} these {young men}?” 9Joseph answered him,
“These {are} my sons whom God gave to me here {in Egypt}.” Then Israel said {to Joseph}, “Please bring them

{closer} to me so that I can {ask God to} bless them.” 1Now Israel was almost blind because of old age, {so that} he
could not see {very clearly}. So Joseph took his sons {closer} to his father, and his father kissed them {on the

cheeks} and hugged them. 1Then Israel exclaimed to Joseph, “I never thought I would see you {again}, but {now}

look, God has even let me meet your children!” '2Then Joseph had his sons move away from beside his father’s
knees, and he bowed {before his father} and touched the ground with his forehead {to show him respect}.

13Then he brought his sons close to his father {again}. He had Ephraim stand in front of Israel's left {side}, and he
had Manasseh stand in front of Israel's right {side}. 14yt Israel {intentionally} reached out his right hand and put
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{it} on Ephraim’s head, even though Ephraim {was} {Joseph’s} younger {son}. Then he crossed his arms and {put}

his left hand on Manasseh's head, {even} though Manasseh {was} {Joseph's} oldest {son}. 15Then Israel blessed
Joseph {and his sons} by saying,

“I pray that the God whom my ancestors Abraham and Isaac served {will bless your sons}.

He is the God who has taken care of me my entire life.

16{He is also} the Angel who saved me {continually} from every harm.

I pray that he will cause {these} young men to prosper {greatly},

so that my family line and the family line of my ancestors Abraham and Isaac will continue through them

and so that they will have many descendants on the earth.”

17:When} Joseph noticed that his father had put his right hand on Ephraim’s head, he thought it was a mistake. So

he took hold of his father’s hand {in order} to move it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. 18Then he said to
his father, “That is the wrong son, Father. The other {one} {is} {my} oldest son. {So} {you need to} have your right

hand on his head.” 1But his father would not {move his hands} and replied, “I know {it}, my son, I know {whatIam
doing}. {In fact,} your oldest son will also be a great man, and he will become {the ancestor of} a people group.
However, his younger brother will be {even} greater than he {will be}, and his {younger} brother’s descendants will

become many people groups.” 2950 Israel blessed Ephraim and Manasseh that day by saying {to them},
“{The people of} Israel will use your names when they bless {people} and say,
‘May God prosper you like {he prospered} Ephraim and Manasseh.””

In that way, Israel made Ephraim greater than Manasseh.

2after that, Israel {turned} to Joseph {and} said {to him}, “As you can see, I am about to die, but God will {always}
be with you and your brothers {and all your descendants} {to help you}. He will also take you back to the land that

{he gave} to your ancestors. 22Besides that, {as part of your inheritance from me,} I {hereby} give you {the city of}
Shechem, {which} I captured from the Amorite{s} when I defeated them in battle. This is more {land} thanI am
giving to your brothers.”

Chapter 49

Jacob’s Last Words to His Twelve Sons

Then Jacob summoned {all} his sons. He said {to them}, “Come together {here}, so that I can tell you what will
happen to you {and your descendants} in the years ahead.

2My sons, gather around {me,} {your father} Jacob, and listen {to me}.

{L} your father Israel, have something {important} to tell you.

3“Reuben, you {are} my oldest {son},
{the result of} my strength and the first child I had as a young man.

{You had} high status and great authority {in our family}.

4‘However} {you are} unstable like {rushing} water, {so} you will no longer have your important status {in our
family},
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because you got {into} my bed {with my concubine}

{and} dishonored me! You {actually} climbed {into} my couch!

3“Simeon and Levi, {you are} partners.

You use your swords to do violent things {together}.

51 will never participate with you when you plan {evil} things!

I refuse to make {evil} plans with you,

because you became angry and murdered {many} people,

and {just} to entertain yourselves you crippled {some} cattle.

"May God curse you for being so fiercely angry

and malicious!

I {ask God to} scatter you {and your descendants} among {the descendants of} Jacob.

That's right, I {ask him to} scatter you throughout {the land of} Israel.

8”Judah, your brothers {and their descendants} will {highly} praise you {and your descendants}.

You will conquer your enemies.

{Then} my {other} sons will prostrate themselves before you {and your descendants} {in respect}.

9Judah, my son, {you are} {powerful} {like} a young lion

that has returned {to its den} after {killing} {its} prey.

It stretches out {and} lies down {to sleep}.

No one dares to disturb that lion.

19udah, there will always be one of your descendants ruling as king.
In fact, your descendants will rule

until the {highest} king comes

and the peoples {of the earth} obey him.

Genesis 49

Myou {and your descendants} will {be so wealthy that you could} tie your donkey{s} to {your} {grape}vine{s} {to eat

the valuable fruit}.

{It will not matter if} your donkeys’ colts eat {your} best {grapevine} branch{es}.
{You wiill still have so much wine from other vines

that} you could {even} use it like water to wash your clothes.

12tvour} eyes {will be} bright from {drinking} {abundant} wine,

and {your} teeth {will be} white from {drinking} {abundant} milk.
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1347ebulun, {you} {and your descendants} will live near the coast,
where there will be a {safe} harbor for ships.

Your territory {will extend} as far {north} as {the city of} Sidon.

1441ssachar, {you} {and your descendants} {will be} {like} a sturdy donkey
{that is} resting {on the ground} between two loads.

15you will have a good place to rest,

in a land that is pleasant,

but you will work hard and carry {heavy loads}.

You will have to work {very} hard {for others} as slaves.

164Dan, you {and your descendants} will rule your {own} people group
and have equal status with {the rest of} the tribes of Israel.

17you will be {like} a poisonous snake

{lying} beside a road

that strikes the feet of {its enemy’s} horse,

so that {it rears up and} the enemy falls off backward {to the ground}.”

18{Then Jacob paused and exclaimed,} “Yahweh, I am looking expectantly to you to save {me}!"

19(Then he continued,} “{As for you,} Gad, a group of robbers will attack you {and your descendants},

but you will chase them {and defeat them}.

204psher, {you} {and your descendants} will {be wealthy and} eat the best food.

In fact, you will produce delicious foods {that are fit} for kings {to eat}.

Genesis 49

21“Naphtali, {you} {and your descendants} {will be} {swift} {like} a deer that is free to run wherever it wants.

You will {also} speak eloquently.

22“_]
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{that is growing} next to a stream {of water},
{with} branches {full of fruit} that hang over a {nearby} wall.
23enemy warriors will {fiercely} attack you {and your descendants}
and shoot {arrows} {at you} and try to destroy you.
24yt the Mighty {God} whom I worship will keep you strong
and help you use your weapons well {as you fight back}.
He takes care of {his people} the way a shepherd takes care of his sheep.
{He is} {like} a rock {fortress} who protects Israel {and his descendants}.
25 That strength/power comes} from the God {who has always taken care} of {me,} your father.
He is the all-powerful {God} who will help you {and your descendants}
and bless you {all} {with} rain from above
and water from deep in the ground.
He will {also} bless {you} with many children {and much livestock}.
26:God} has blessed me more
than he blessed my ancestors.
{He has blessed me with riches that are} greater than the riches {that come} from the ancient mountains.
I pray that {God} will abundantly bless {you too,} Joseph,

as the one he chose to set apart {and honor} above your brothers.

27"Benjamin {you and your descendants} {will be} {like} a fierce wolf.
You will always defeat your enemies

and take their possessions and wealth.”

28Those {twelve sons} {are} {the ancestors of} the twelve tribes that descended from Israel, and those {were} the
blessings that their father spoke to them. He blessed each one of them with blessings that were appropriate for
them {and their descendants}.

Jacob Dies and Is Buried

29Then Jacob instructed his sons by saying to them, “I am about to {die and} join my ancestors {who have already
died}. Bury my body next to their {bodies} inside the cave that {is} in the field that Ephron the Hittite used to own.
30That cave and field are in the Machpelah {area} that is near {the city of} Mamre in the region of Canaan. {That is
the cave} that {my grandfather} Abraham bought, along with the field, from Ephron the Hittite, in order to have a
place to bury {his dead relatives}. 31That is where {the bodies of} Abraham and his wife Sarah are buried, {and}
where {the bodies of} Isaac and his wife Rebekah are buried, and that is where I buried {the body of} {my wife}
Leah. 32{Abraham} bought that field and cave from the Hittites.” 33When Jacob had finished giving those
instructions to his sons, he {lay down and} pulled his feet {up} into {his} bed. Then he took his last breath {and
died} and joined his ancestors {who had died before him}.
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Chapter 50

1ThenJoseph hugged his father {in sorrow}, and he cried over him and kissed him {goodbye} {on the cheek}. 2Then

he ordered his doctors who served him to prepare his father{'s body} for burial. So they did that. 3The process took
forty days, which is how long it {normally} takes to prepare a body. The people in Egypt mourned for Israel {for}
seventy days.

4After that time of mourning Israel’s death, Joseph said to Pharaoh's officials, “Please do this favor for me: please
take a message to {King} Pharaoh {for me} and tell {him} 5that when my father was about to die, he had me vow to
him that I would bury his body in the region of Canaan, in a tomb that he had prepared for himself there. So {ask
the king to} please let me go {to Canaan} and bury my father{'s body} {there}. After that, I will come back {here}.”
6{When Pharaoh heard Joseph’s message,} he replied, “{Tell Joseph that} he may go {to Canaan} and bury his
father{'s body} just as his father made him vow {that he would do}.”

7So Joseph started the trip {to Canaan} to bury his father{’s body}, and all Pharaoh’s officials escorted him,
{including} the important leaders from Pharaoh’s court and all the {other} important leaders in the country of

Egypt. 8All of Joseph’s family also {went with him,} including his brothers and {the rest of} his father’s family. They

only left {behind} their children and their livestock in Goshen Province. 9{Many} soldiers also escorted Joseph,
{including} those {who were} riding chariots and those {who were} riding horses, so that the {entire} group was
very large.

10They traveled to the other side of the Jordan {River} and stopped at a {grain} threshing place owned by {a man
named} Atad. There Joseph {and the others} mourned for his father very loudly and sorrowfully for seven days.

When the Canaanites who lived in the area saw them mourning {like that} at Atad’s threshing place, they
exclaimed {to each other}, “{Wow!} Those people from Egypt are mourning {very} sorrowfully {for someone who
died}!” That is why the name of that place on the other side of the Jordan {River} is Abel Mizraim, {which means
“Egyptians’ mourning place."}

12jacob's sons did {everything} for him just as he had instructed them {to do}: '*They took his body to the region of
Canaan and buried it in the cave {that is} in the field in the Machpelah {area}, near {the city of} Mamre. {It was} the

field {and cave} that Abraham had bought from Ephron the Hittite as a place to bury his dead {relatives}. "After
Joseph buried his father{’s body}, he returned to {the country of} Egypt, along with his brothers and everyone
{else} who had accompanied him to his father’s funeral.

Joseph Reassures His Brothers That He Has Forgiven Them

15Now that their father was no longer alive, Joseph's brothers {were worried and} said {to each other}, "If Joseph is
angry at us for the terrible way that we treated him, he might punish us severely for what we did.” '%So they sent {a

messenger} to Joseph to tell {him}, “Before our father died, he told {us} 1740 ask you to please forgive {us}, your
brothers, for sinning {against you} and treating you so badly. So then, as servants of God whom our father
worshiped, we beg you to forgive us for sinning {against you}.” When Joseph heard his brothers’ message to him,

he {was very sad and} cried. 18Then his brothers came {to him}, prostrated themselves before him {to show
respect}, and said {to him}, “Here we are, we {will be} your servants!” 1gButJoseph replied to them, “You do not
need to be afraid. After all, I am not God! {So I have no right to punish you.} 20{I'c is true that} you planned to harm
me, {but} God is using that to benefit {us all}. Right now he is doing what he planned, to keep many people from
dying. 21So then, you do not need to be afraid. I {myself} will provide {everything} that you and your children
need.” In that way, Joseph assured them {that he had forgiven them}, and he {also} said {other} things to
encourage them.
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Joseph Dies in Egypt

22jnseph continued to live in {the country of} Egypt, along with {the rest of} his father {Jacob}'s family, until he was

110 years old. 22He lived {long enough} to see {his son} Ephraim’s children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. The children of {his grandson} Machir, {who was} Manasseh'’s son, also grew up during his lifetime.

24Then {one day} Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but God will definitely help you and take you {and

your descendants} from this country to the land that he vowed {to give} to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 2When God
does that, you must take my body back {to Canaan} {with you} {and bury it there}.” Then Joseph had {his brothers
and} {the rest of} the descendants of Israel vow {that they would do that}.

2650 Joseph died at the age of 110 years. Then his doctors prepared his body for burial, and they put it in a burial
box in {the country of} Egypt.
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Exodus

Chapter 1

These are the names of Israel's sons who went into Egypt with Jacob and their families: 2Reuben, Simeon, Levi,
Judah, 3Issachar, Zebulun, Benjamin, 4Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 3{At that time}, Jacob had 70 total
descendants (including Joseph {and his sons} who were already in Egypt.) ®{After some time,} Joseph and his

brothers and everyone else in their family who lived at that time died. 7{Jacob’s} descendants gave birth to many
children. The number of his descendants grew, and they became extremely strong. {As a result, there were so
many of them that} they were everywhere in Egypt.

8{However, sometime later} a new king began to rule in Egypt. He did not know about {all the good things} Joseph
{had done for the people of Egypt}. °He said to his people, “Look {at what has happened}! There are so many

Israelites that they outnumber us Egyptians! '®We must find a way to control them! If we do not do that, there will
be more of them. Then, if enemies attack us, the Israelites will join with our enemies and fight against us, and they

will escape from our land.” 1So the king and his officials put masters over groups of Israelite workers to cause
them to suffer very much by making them work very hard. So the Israelites built the cities Pithom and Rameses to

store goods for the king. '2But the more the Egyptians treated the Israelites badly, the more the Israelites had
children, and the more they spread throughout Egypt. Therefore, the Egyptians were distressed because of the

Israelites. 13The Egyptians ruthlessly made the Israelites work and made their lives miserable by forcing them to
work hard. The Israelites built with bricks and mortar and did all sorts of agricultural work. The Egyptians ruthlessly
gave them all sorts of work.

15Now there were two Hebrew midwives named Shiphrah and Puah. The king of Egypt said to them, 1®“When you
help a Hebrew woman have a baby, pay attention right as the baby is born. If the baby is a boy, you must kill him. If

the baby is a girl, you may let her live.” 17But the midwives were afraid {to disobey} God. So they did not obey what

the king told them to do. They allowed the baby boys to live. 1850 the king summoned the two midwives and asked
them, “Why are you doing this? Why are you letting the baby boys live?”

190ne of the midwives replied to the king, “{We have not been able to obey you} because the Hebrew women are
not like the Egyptian women. Because they are energetic, the Hebrew women have their babies before we arrive to
help them.”

20(Therefore, the {Hebrew} people became numerous and very strong.) God acted kindly to the midwives
21pecause they were afraid {to disobey} him. He gave them each a husband and children.

22Then the king ordered all the Egyptian people, “Throw every {Hebrew} baby boy that is born into the Nile River!
However, you can allow the baby girls to live.”

Chapter 2

TNow there was a man who was a descendant of Jacob’s son Levi. He married a woman who was also a descendant
of Levi. 2She became pregnant and had a baby boy. When she saw that he was a healthy baby, she {wanted to keep

him alive, so she} hid him for three months. 3When she was unable to hide him any longer, she got a basket made
from tall reeds. She covered the basket with tar {so it would float in water}. Then she put the baby in the basket

and put the basket in the water. It was at the edge of the Nile River, in the middle of the tall reeds. #His {older}
sister hid nearby so she could find out what would happen to him.
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3Soon the king's daughter went down to the river to take a bath. Her female servants walked along the riverbank.
She saw the basket in the tall reeds in the river, so she sent one of her servants to get it. {When the servant brought

it back,} the king’s daughter took it from her and she opened it and was surprised to see a baby inside that was
crying. She pitied him and said, “This must be a Hebrew baby.”

"Then the baby’s {older} sister {walked up} to the king’s daughter and said, “Do you want me to go and find a
Hebrew woman who will be able to nurse the baby for you?”

8The king's daughter said to her, “Yes, go and find one.” So the girl went and found the baby’s mother {and brought
her to the king's daughter}. °The king's daughter said to the mother, “Please take this baby and nurse him for me. I

will pay you for doing that.” So the baby’s mother {agreed,} took him, and nursed him. "®When he had gotten
bigger, his mother brought the boy to the king's daughter. She adopted him and said, “I pulled him out of the water,
so I will call him Moses.”

10One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out {of the palace area} to see the hard work his people had to do.
He also saw an Egyptian beating one of his people, the Hebrews. 12He looked around {to see if anyone was

watching}. Seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian man and buried his body in the sand. 13The next day he was out
again. He was surprised to see two Hebrew men fighting each other. He said to the man who started the fight,
“Why are you hitting your fellow Hebrew?”

14The man replied, “No one put you in charge of judging us! Do not think you {will get away with} killing me like
you killed that Egyptian yesterday!”

Then Moses was afraid, because he thought, “Everyone knows what I did.” >When the king heard that Moses killed
an Egyptian, he ordered {his soldiers} to kill Moses. But Moses ran away from the king {and left Egypt. He traveled

east} to the region of Midian and started to live there. {One day as} Moses was sitting beside a well, 1®seven
women came to the well. They were all the daughters of the man who was the priest for the Midianites. They got

water and filled the troughs in order to give water to their father's sheep and goats. '’Some shepherds came and
{started to} chase them away. But Moses got up and rescued them and helped their sheep and goats to drink.

B\When his daughters returned {home}, their father {Jethro (who people also called} Reuel) asked them, “How did
you get back {from taking care of the sheep} so quickly today?”

19They replied, “A man from Egypt kept the other shepherds from chasing us away. He also got water for us from
the well and gave water to the sheep.”

20He said to his daughters, “By leaving him at the well, you did not show this man that we welcome strangers or
even repay his kind act. Invite him in so that he can have something to eat!” {So they did, and Moses ate with
them.}

2Mjethro {invited Moses} to stay with his family and Moses accepted {his offer}. Jethro gave Moses his daughter

Zipporah {to be his wife}. 22When she gave birth to {their first} son, Moses said, “I am a foreigner living in a place
foreign to me, so I will name him Gershom.”

23Many years went by. During that time, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites in Egypt were still groaning because
of the hard work they had to do as slaves. They cried to God in heaven because of the work. 24When he heard them

groaning, he thought about his promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25God saw {how the} Israelites {were being
badly treated}, and he comprehended.

Chapter 3

TMoses, on the other hand, was taking care of the sheep that belonged to Jethro (his father-in-law who was a priest
to the Midianite people.) One day, he took the flock to the far side of the wildland. He came to a mountain where
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God {would reveal himself to Moses and later to the Israelites} called Horeb. 2While he was there, Yahweh’s
messenger appeared to Moses as a fire inside a bush. Moses stared at the burning bush, amazed that the fire was

not burning it completely to ashes. 3He thought, “I will go closer to see this strange thing! Why is the bush not
burning up?”

4When Yahweh saw Moses coming for a closer look, he called out from the bush, “Moses, Moses!”

“Yes!" Moses replied.

SYahweh said, “Take off your sandals {to honor me} before you come any closer, because you are standing on
ground that is sacred {because it is near me.} 81 am God, the one that your father, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob all

worshiped.” Moses was afraid {that God would kill him if he} looked at him, so he covered his face. 7Then Yahweh
said, “I have watched closely how badly the Egyptians are treating my people in Egypt. I have heard my people
shouting despairingly because of what the slave drivers are making them do. I am most certainly informed about

how my people are suffering. 8 am coming down from heaven to rescue them from being slaves to the Egyptians. I
will lead them from Egypt to a fertile land with plenty of room. It will be very good for raising livestock and growing

crops. The peoples called the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites live there now. 9TruIy,

I have now heard the Israelites crying. I have also seen how badly the Egyptians treat them. 1°So now I will send
you to do this: Go to the king of Egypt and lead my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”

MBut Moses said to God, “I am not important enough to go to the king in order to bring the Israelites out of
Egypt.”

12God said, “Even so, you can trust that I will be with you. When you bring my people out of Egypt, all of you will
worship me right here on this mountain. That will prove to you that I am the one who sent you to them.”

13Moses said to God, “If I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God whom your ancestors worshiped has sent
me to you,' they will ask me, ‘What is his name? Then what should I say to them?”

14God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. Tell the Israelites that the God whose name means ‘I AM’ sent you to

them.” 1°God also said to Moses, “You must say this to the Israelites, ‘Yahweh has sent me to you. He is the God
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and your other ancestors worshiped. Yahweh is my eternal name, and this is the name by
which people living at any time must remember me.’

16Go call a meeting with all the Israelite leaders. Tell them, ‘Yahweh appeared to me. He is the God Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, and your other ancestors worshiped. He said: “I have come down to carefully watch {and do something

about} what the Egyptians are doing to you. 17T promise that I will rescue you from the Egyptians who treat you
badly. I will take you to the land where the peoples called the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and

Jebusites live now. The land is excellent for raising livestock and growing crops.” '8The leaders will do what you say.

Then you and the leaders will go to the king of Egypt, and you will say to him, “Yahweh, the God whom we Hebrews
worship, has made a special visit to us. Please allow us to travel for a few days to a place in the wilderness in order

that there we may offer sacrifices to Yahweh, the God we worship.’ 1But I know that the king of Egypt will not

allow you to go; not even by force. 2950 I will act very powerfully, and I will hurt the Egyptians with very bad things
that only I can do. Then he will chase you away.

21when this happens, I will cause the Egyptians to be willing to help you Hebrews so that, when you leave Egypt,

you will not go out like poor slaves. 22At that time, each Hebrew woman will ask the women living or visiting nearby
for things made from silver and gold and for clothing. You will be able to have your children wear the things they
give you. That is how you will take everything from the Egyptians.”
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Chapter 4

TMoses replied to God, “They will completely disbelieve me and ignore me because they will think, ‘Yahweh did not
appear to you.”

2yahweh said to him, “What is that in your hand?”

Moses answered, “A staff.”

3Yahweh said, “Throw it down on the ground!” So Moses threw the staff on the ground. It became a snake and
Moses ran away from it. #Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Pick up the snake by its tail.” So Moses picked up the snake

by the tail, and it became a staff in his hand again. 5/Yahweh said, “Do the same thing in front of the} Israelite
elders in order that they may believe that I, Yahweh, the God that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and your other ancestors
worshiped, truly appeared to you.”

6yahweh gave Moses another instruction: “Put your hand on your chest inside your robe.” Moses put his hand into

his robe. When he brought his hand out, it had a disease that made the skin look as white as snow. “Then Yahweh
said, “Put your hand in your robe again.” Moses put his hand back inside his robe. This time when he brought it
out, amazingly, the skin on his hand looked like the rest of his skin again.

8{Yahweh said, “You can do that in front of the Israelite people, t0o.} And if they do not believe you or listen to you

after seeing the first miracle, they will believe you when you perform the second miracle. 2But if they do not believe
you or listen to what you say even after you show them these two miracles, get some water from the Nile River, and
pour it on the dry ground. When you do that, the water that you pour on the dry ground will become blood.”

19Then Moses said to Yahweh, “But Lord, I am not good at speaking to people. I have never been and you talking to
me has not made me better. I speak slowly and never know what to say.”

MThen Yahweh said to him, “Do not forget that I, Yahweh, make people’s mouths! I make people unable to speak,
or unable to hear, or able to see or not to see! 1250 go now, and I will help you speak, and I will tell you what to
say.”

13But Moses replied, “Oh Lord, I ask you, please choose anyone else to send!”

14Then Yahweh became angry with Moses and said to him, “What about your brother Aaron, the descendant of
Levi? I know he is a good speaker. He is on his way here right now. When he sees you, he will be very happy. 15You
will tell him what to say. I will help you both to speak and will tell you both what to do. "®He will speak for you to

the Israelite people. He will be your spokesman, and he will think of you as if you were me. 17Be sure to take your
staff with you, because you will perform miracles with it.”

18Moses went back to his father-in-law, Jethro, and said to him, “Please let me go back to my relatives in Egypt to
see if they are well.”

Jethro said to Moses, “You may go. Be safe.”

19/While he was still} in Midian, Yahweh told Moses {again}, “Go back to Egypt now, for everyone trying to kill you is
now dead.” 2950 Moses put his wife and sons on a donkey and started going toward Egypt. He took the staff with

him {as} God {had told him to do}. 2'Yahweh spoke to Moses again, “When you get to Egypt, be sure to do all the
miracles that I have given you power to do in front of the king. But I will make him reject you so that he will not let

the Israelites leave Egypt. 22Then say to him, ‘This is what Yahweh says: “Israel is like my firstborn son, 23and when
I told you, ‘Let my son go, so that he may worship me,’ you refused. Therefore, I will kill your firstborn son!"”

240ne night, as they were camping on the way to Egypt, Yahweh confronted {Moses} in order to kill him. 25Then
{Moses’ wife,} Zipporah, took a sharp stone knife and cut off the foreskin of their firstborn son. Then she touched
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the foreskin to {Moses’} feet and said, “You are really my husband by blood.” 26She said, “a husband by blood,”
because she had cut off their son’s foreskin. So Yahweh did not harm anyone.

27Meanwhile, Yahweh said to Aaron, “Go into the desert to meet Moses.” So Aaron went and met Moses at the

mountain where God met Moses and greeted him by kissing him. 22Moses told Aaron everything that Yahweh had
sent him {to Egypt to say to the king and the Israelites} and all the miracles that Yahweh had instructed him {to
do}.

29\When Moses and Aaron arrived in Egypt, they called a meeting with all the Israelite leaders. 3%Aaron told them

everything that Yahweh had told Moses and performed the miracles as the leaders watched. 3'The leaders believed
Aaron and Moses. Because they heard that Yahweh had seen how miserable the Israelites were and had come
down to help them, the leaders bowed down to worship him.

Chapter 5

Then Moses and Aaron went to the king. They said to him, “The God {named} Yahweh, whom we Israelites
worship, says this to you: ‘Let my people go to the desert so that they may have a feast to honor me!”

2Byt the king said, “Who is Yahweh? I have never heard of him, so why should I obey what he demands? I will
certainly not let the Israelites go!”

3Moses and Aaron replied, “The God we Hebrews worship has made a special visit to us. Please allow us to travel
for a few days to a place in the wilderness in order that there we may offer sacrifices to Yahweh, our God. If we do
not do that, he will cause us to die from diseases or from attacks by our enemies.”

4But the king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, it is pointless for you to distract the Israelites from their
work. Get back to work, all of you!”

3Then the king said, “Look, there are too many Israelites in Egypt for you to encourage them to just stop working.”
5That same day the king commanded the Egyptian slave drivers and the Israelite bosses who directed the slaves,

7uStop giving the Israelites straw for making bricks. From now on, they will have to go get it themselves. 8However,
still force them to make the same number of bricks that they did before. Do not lower the number at all. They do

not want to work. That is why they are asking me to let them go {into the wilderness} to worship their god. °Make
the men work harder so that they will be too busy to listen to lies {from their leaders}!"

1055 the slave drivers and Israelite bosses went to where the Israelites were and said to them, “The king has said
that he will no longer give you any straw. "'So you must go yourselves and get straw where you can find it. But you
must keep working to make the same number of bricks.” 12So the Israelites scattered all over Egypt to collect
leftover grain stalks to use for straw. 13As for the slave bosses, they kept harassing them by saying, “Do all the work

we assign to you each day. Make the same number of bricks as you did before, when we gave you straw!” 14{When
they were not able to make enough bricks,} the king's slave drivers beat the bosses they had put in charge of the
Israelites. They told them, “This is because your work teams have not been able to make the same number of
bricks in the last couple of days as they did before.”

15Then the Israelite bosses went in {to the palace} and complained to the king, “Why are you treating us this way?

16your slave drivers are not giving us any straw for making bricks, but they keep telling us, ‘Make the same number
of bricks!' They are even beating us. But {our reduced brick making is their} fault and your fault.”

17But the king said, “You are lazy and do not want to work! That is why you keep saying, ‘Allow us to go {to the

desert} to worship Yahweh.’ 18Get back to work right now! We are not going to give you any straw, but you must
keep making the same number of bricks!"
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1%when {the king} said, “You must not make fewer bricks each day,” the Israelite bosses understood how bad their

life was. 29As they left their meeting with the king, they met Aaron and Moses, who were waiting for them. 21They
said to Aaron and Moses, “We hope Yahweh notices that you have made the king and his officials hate us. We hope
he punishes you two! You have made them think they should kill us!”

22\/0ses left them and prayed to Yahweh again, “My Lord, why have you caused all these evil things to happen to

your people? You sent me to help them, not hurt them. 23Ever since I went to the king and told him what you told
me to say, he has treated your people very badly, and you have not done anything to help them!”

Chapter 6

1Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Now you will see what I will do to the king when I make him let my people go. I will
powerfully force him to chase them from his land!”

2God spoke to Moses again, “I am Yahweh. 3I showed myself to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as God Almighty, but

they did not fully comprehend {the meaning of} my name Yahweh. I also agreed to bless them. I promised to give
them, as their own, the land where the descendants of Canaan live. That was the land in which they lived as
foreigners.

SFurthermore, I have heard the Israelites complaining because the Egyptians have made them slaves. I always

remember what I promised. éTherefore tell the Israelite people that I said this: ‘I am Yahweh. I will take the
Egyptian’s heavy loads off your back. I will deliver you from being their slaves. I will very powerfully save you by

punishing them very harshly. 7T will claim you as my own people, and I will be the God {you worship}. You will truly

know that I am Yahweh, your God who frees you from the heavy loads that the Egyptians make you carry. 81 will
bring you to the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to you, and it will be yours.
I, Yahweh, am {promising this}.”

9Moses told that to the Israelites, but they did not believe what he said, because they were discouraged and
overworked.

19Then Yahweh said to Moses, 11“Go tell the king of Egypt that he must allow the Israelites to leave his land!”

2Byt Moses said to Yahweh, “Certainly, if the Israelites have not paid attention to what I told them, the king will

not pay attention to what I tell him, since I am a poor speaker.” 13But Yahweh spoke to Moses and Aaron and
commanded them to go to the Israelites and to the king of Egypt in order to free the Israelites from their slavery in

Egypt.
14These are the original clan leaders:

Jacob's oldest son Reuben had these sons: Hanok, Pallu, Hezron, and Karmi. The clans of Reuben are descended
from them.

15The sons of Simeon were: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar, and Shaul. Shaul's mother was a woman from the
land of Canaan. They were ancestors of clans that have those same names.

16These are the names of the descendants of Levi in each generation: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. Levi was 137
years old when he died. "The sons of Gershon were Libni and Shimei. They were ancestors of clans that have
those names. 18The sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. Kohath was 133 years old when he

died. °The sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi. These were ancestors of clans that descended from Levi by each
generation.

20Amram married his father’s sister, Jochebed. She was the mother of Aaron and Moses. Amram lived 137 years.

21The sons of Izhar were Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri. 22The sons of Uzziel were Mishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri.
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23paron married Elisheba. She was the daughter of Amminadab and sister of Nahshon. Elisheba gave birth to
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

24The sons of Korah were Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph. They were the ancestors of the Korahite people. 2°Aaron’s
son Eleazar married one of the daughters of Putiel, and she gave birth to Phinehas. These were the clan leaders
descended from Levi in each generation.

26paron and Moses were the ones to whom Yahweh said, “Lead all the Israelites out of Egypt organized as army
units.” 2’They were the ones who spoke to the king of Egypt in order to bring the Israelites out of Egypt.

280n the day that Yahweh spoke to Moses in Egypt, 2°he said, “I am Yahweh. Tell the king everything that I say to
you.”

30But Moses said to Yahweh, “Please listen to me. I am not a good speaker. So why should the king listen to what I
tell him?”

Chapter 7

Tyahweh answered, “See, I am putting you in front of the king {like} a god, and your brother Aaron will {speak for
you like} a prophet. 2You must tell everything I instruct you to your {older} brother Aaron, and he will tell it all to
the king. He must tell the king to let the Israelites leave his land. 3But I will make the king stubborn. Because of
this, even though I will do many kinds of miracles here in Egypt, 4the king will not obey you. Then I will punish the

Egyptians very severely and will lead my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt as an army. >Once I have proven how
powerful I am to the Egyptians by rescuing the Israelites from being their slaves, they will know that I am Yahweh.”

6Moses and Aaron did everything that Yahweh told them to do. 7When {God sent} them to talk to the king of Egypt,
Moses was 80 years old and Aaron was 83 years old.

8yahweh said to Moses and Aaron, 2“If the king says to you, ‘Show me that God sent you by performing a miracle,’
then say to Aaron, ‘Throw your staff down in front of the king in order that it may become a snake.”

1950 Aaron and Moses went to the king and did what Yahweh told them to do. Aaron threw his staff down in front
of the king and his officials, and it became a snake. "Then the king called his wise men and men who did magic.
They did the same thing, using their magic. '2They all threw down their staffs, and the staffs became snakes. Then

Aaron’s snake ate their snakes! 13But, just as Yahweh had said, the king continued to be stubborn and would not
obey what Aaron and Moses said.

14Then Yahweh said to Moses, “The king is very stubborn. He refuses to allow my people to go. *So go meet him
as he is going down to the Nile River in the morning. Wait for him on the riverbank. Take with you the staff that
became a snake. 16Say to him, ‘The God {named} Yahweh, the one we Hebrews worship, sent me to you to tell you
to let his people go in order that they may worship him in the desert. But you still have not obeyed. 17So Yahweh
says this: “This is the way you will know that I am Yahweh. Look out! I am going to hit the water that is in the Nile

River with the staff that is in my hand. {When I do that,} the water will become blood. 18Then the fish in the Nile
River will die, and the water in the river will smell bad. The Egyptians will wear themselves out trying to find water
to drink from the river.™”

19yahweh continued, “Then tell Aaron, ‘Hold your staff out {as though you were holding it} over all the water in
Egypt—over the rivers, the canals, the ponds, and over all the stored water, in order that all of it may become
blood." {When Aaron does that,} there will be blood throughout Egypt, even in wooden and stone jars.”

2056 Aaron and Moses did what Yahweh told them to do. As the king and his officials were watching, Aaron lifted

up his staff and then struck the water in the Nile River with it. All the water in the river turned to blood. 2'Then all
the fish in the river died. The water smelled so bad that the Egyptians could not drink the water from the river. All
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the water in Egypt was blood. 22But the Egyptian men who did magic did the same thing using their magic. So, just
as Yahweh had said, the king continued to be stubborn and would not obey what Aaron and Moses said. 23Then

the king turned and went back to his palace, and he did not think any more about it. 24All the Egyptians dug into
the ground near the Nile River to get water to drink, because they could not drink the water from the river.

250ne week passed after Yahweh struck the Nile River.

Chapter 8

1Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Go back to the king and tell him, ‘Yahweh says that you must let my people go in
order that they can worship me {in the desert.} 2But if you do not let them go, watch out! I will punish you by

sending frogs to cover your country. 3Not only will the Nile River be full of frogs, but the frogs will also come up out
of the river into your house. They will come into your bedroom and onto your bed. They will be in the houses of
your slaves and all the rest of your people. They will even get into your ovens and your pans for mixing the

materials for baking bread. 4The frogs will jump up on you, on the Egyptian people, and on all your slaves.”

SYahweh also said to Moses, “Say this to Aaron: ‘Hold your staff in your hand and stretch it out {as though you were
stretching it} over the river, the canals, and the ponds, and cause frogs to come up {from all this water} and to

cover the land of Egypt.” ®{After Moses told that to him,} Aaron stretched out his hand {as though he were

stretching it} over all the water in Egypt. Then the frogs came up {from the water} and covered Egypt. 7But the men
who did magic did the same thing by magic, and they caused more frogs to come up from the water onto the land.

8Then the king called Moses and Aaron and said, “Ask Yahweh to take these frogs away from me and my people.
After that happens, I will allow your people to go to worship Yahweh.”

9Moses said to the king, “Show how you are more glorious than me by telling me when to pray for you and your
officials and the rest of your peoples. I will pray that the frogs stop coming to your houses and stay in the Nile
River.”

19The king replied, “{Pray for us} tomorrow.”

So Moses said, “I will do what you say. You will know that the God {named} Yahweh, {the one we worship, is the

only true God, and that} there is no other God like him when "the frogs leave you, your officials, all the rest of your
people and all your houses; when the only ones left are in the Nile River.”

12Then Moses and Aaron left the king. Moses pleaded with Yahweh about the frogs he had used to punish the king.
13yahweh did just what Moses asked him to do. As a result, all the frogs in the houses, in their courtyards, and in
their fields died. "The people gathered together all the dead frogs into big piles, and the land smelled very bad.

15But when the king noticed that the frogs were gone, he made himself stubborn again. Just as Yahweh had said
would happen, the king did not do what Aaron and Moses told him.

16Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Tell Aaron to strike the dusty ground with his staff so that all the dust all over Egypt
will become gnats.” ”Moses and Aaron obeyed Yahweh. Aaron hit the dusty ground with his staff, and all over

Egypt the dust became gnats. The gnats covered the people and the animals. 18The men who worked magic tried
to cause gnats to appear, but they could not do it. Gnats were on the people and animals.

19The magicians said to the king, “A god did this!” But just like Yahweh had said, the king continued to be stubborn
and would not obey Aaron and Moses.

20Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Get up early tomorrow morning. Wait to meet the king as he comes to the river and

tell him, ‘This is what Yahweh says to you: “Let my people go in order that they may worship me. 2'If you do not let
my people go immediately, watch out! Be sure that I will shortly send swarms of flies which will cover you, your
slaves, the rest of your people, and your houses. All the Egyptian’s houses will be full of flies. They will even cover
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the ground. 22But when that happens, I will treat the region of Goshen differently, because my people live there.
There will be no swarms of flies there. In that way, you will know that I, Yahweh, am here in this land. 231 will treat

my people and your people differently. I will prove how powerful I am tomorrow!"” 24{In the morning, Moses
warned the king, but he did not listen.} So Yahweh did what he said he would do. He sent great swarms of flies into
the king's palace and into his officials’ houses. They were everywhere in Egypt. The flies ruined the country.

25Then the king summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Just go worship your god here in Egypt!”

26t Moses replied, “It would not be right for us to do that, because we will offer sacrifices to Yahweh, the God we
worship, that are very offensive to the Egyptians. Look, it is certain that if we offer sacrifices right in front of them

that the Egyptians hate passionately, they will kill us by throwing stones at us! 2’We need to travel for three days
into the wilderness. There we will offer sacrifices to Yahweh, the God we worship, just as he commands us.”

2850 the king said, “I will let your people go to offer sacrifices to Yahweh, the god you worship, in the desert. But
you must not go very far. Now pray for me!”

2Moses said {to the king}, “Listen to me! After I leave you, I will pray to Yahweh, asking that he would cause the
swarms of flies to leave you, your slaves, and the rest of your people tomorrow. But do not lie to us again by

refusing to let our people go to offer sacrifices to Yahweh!” 39Then Moses left the king and prayed to Yahweh.
31yahweh did what Moses asked. He got rid of the swarms of flies from around the king, his slaves, and the rest of
his people. No flies remained. 32But the king was stubborn this time also, and he did not allow the Israelites to go.

Chapter 9

Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Go to the king and say to him, ‘This is what Yahweh, the God we Hebrews worship,
says: “Let my people go in order that they may worship me. 20therwise, if you refuse to free them but continue to

keep them {as your slaves}, 3l warn you that I will soon powerfully punish you by sending a terrible disease on all
your domesticated animals to make them sick and die—on your horses, on your donkeys, on your camels, on your

cattle, and on your flocks of sheep and goats. 4But I, Yahweh, will treat the Israelites’ domesticated animals
differently than the Egyptians’. None of the Israelites’ domesticated animals will die."”

SYahweh specified when he would do this. He said, “Tomorrow I will do to Egypt what I threatened.”

5The next day Yahweh sent a disease as he had said he would and all of the Egyptians’ domesticated animals died,

but none of the Israelites’ domesticated animals died. The king sent {men to look at what happened}, and they
were surprised to see that none of the Israelites’ animals had died. {But after they told that to the king,} he
continued to be stubborn, and he did not let the Israelites go.

8Then Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses, “Take a few handfuls of ashes from an oven. Moses should throw them up

into the air in front of the king. °The ashes will spread all over the country of Egypt, because they are fine dust.
Everywhere in the land, the ashes will cause sores on the skin which turn red and burst open on both people and

animals.” 1950 they took some ashes from an oven and stood in front of the king. Moses threw the ashes up into
the air. As the ashes landed on both the Egyptian people and their animals, they caused sores on the skin that

turned red and burst open. 1Because skin sores covered the men who worked magic (along with all the rest of the

Egyptians), they could not challenge Moses. '2But Yahweh caused the king to continue to be stubborn. He did not
obey Moses and Aaron, just as Yahweh had told Moses would happen.

13Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Get up early tomorrow morning. Go and stand in front of the king and tell him that
Yahweh God, the one whom the Hebrew people worship, says this: ‘Let my people go in order that they may

worship me {in the wilderness}. 1If you do not, then this time I am planning terrible disasters that will not only
make your officials and the rest of your people very sad but also you yourself, in order that you might know that

there is no god like me anywhere in the world. '*By this time I could have powerfully struck you and your people
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with terrible diseases that would have destroyed your nation. '®But I have let you live. The reason I have let you live
is to show you how strong I am and so that I will be famous all over the world. You are still acting proudly and

refusing to let my people go. '8So listen to this: About this time tomorrow I will cause large balls of ice to fall in
Egypt. Between the time Egypt first became a nation and today, there has never been an ice storm as bad as this

one will be. 'S0 you should send {a message to all people} to put under shelter {their} domesticated animals and
everything else that {they} own that is out in the fields. The ice will fall on every person and every animal that is out
in the fields and that is not brought under a shelter. They will all die.”

204\Moses did what Yahweh said.} Some of the king's officials believed and were afraid of what Yahweh had said. So

they quickly brought all their slaves and their animals under shelters. 2'But those who did not believe what Yahweh
had said left their slaves and their animals in the fields.

22Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Raise your hand up toward the sky in order that balls of ice {may fall} all over the
land of Egypt—on the people, on the animals, and on all the crops in the fields.”

2350 Moses lifted his staff up toward the sky, and Yahweh brought a storm with thunder, balls of ice, and lightning.
Yahweh caused the balls of ice to fall all over the land of Egypt. 2*While balls of ice were falling, lightning was

flashing. There had never been such a huge ice storm like that in Egypt since it first became a country. 25The ice
struck everywhere in Egypt, hitting everything that was outside, animals as well as people. The ice destroyed the

crops in the fields and broke limbs off the fruit trees. 260nly in the region of Goshen, where the Israelites were
living, was there no ice.

27Then the king sent {someone} to summon Moses and Aaron. He said to them, “This time {I admit that} I have

sinned. {What} Yahweh {has done} is right, and {what} I and my people {have done} is wrong. 28Pray to Yahweh
because his thunder and ice are terrible! I will let you and your people go; you do not have to stay in Egypt any
longer”

29Moses replied, “As soon as I go out of this city, I will lift up my hands and pray to Yahweh. Then the thunder will
stop, and no more ice will fall. This will happen in order that you will know that Yahweh, {not your gods, controls

everything that happens on} the earth. 3°But I know that you and your officials still do not tremble when Yahweh
God comes near.”

31¢{When the ice fell} it ruined the flax because the blossoms were forming. It also ruined the barley because its
grain was ripe. 32But it did not ruin any of the wheat varieties, because they grow later in the year.)

3350 Moses left the king and went outside the city. He raised his hands toward Yahweh and prayed. Then the

thunder and the ice storm stopped. The rain also stopped falling on the land of Egypt. 3*But when the king saw
that the rain, the ice storm, and the thunder had stopped, he sinned again. He and his officials made themselves

stubborn. 35S0, just as Yahweh had predicted to Moses, the king was stubborn and did not allow the Israelites to
leave.

Chapter 10

1Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Go to the king again. I have made him and his officials stubborn. I have done so in

order that I may have a good reason to do all these miracles among them. 2I have also done so in order that you

would be able to tell your children and your grandchildren how I caused the Egyptians to act very foolishly when I
performed all these miracles among them. Then all of you will know that I am Yahweh.”

350 Moses and Aaron went to the king and said to him, “Yahweh God, {the one whom we} Hebrews {worship}, says

this, ‘How long will you {stubbornly} refuse to bow to me? Let my people go in order that they may worship me {in

the wilderness}! 4If you do not let them go, I warn you that tomorrow I will bring locusts into your country. SThey

will completely cover the ground so that you will not even be able to see it. They will eat everything that the ice

storm did not destroy. They will eat everything that is growing on your fruit trees. 5They will fill your houses and the
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houses of all your officials and of all the rest of the Egyptians. There will be more locusts than your parents or your
grandparents have ever seen from the time your ancestors first came to this land until now!” Then Moses {and
Aaron} turned and left the king.

"The king's officials said to him, “This is another trap for us! Let the Israelites go in order that they may worship
Yahweh, their god. You must know that our country is already ruined.”

8{The king ordered someone} to bring Moses and Aaron back to him. He said to them, “Go worship Yahweh, your
god. But who will go?”

9Moses replied, “We all need to go, everyone, including those who are young and those who are old. We need to
take our sons, our daughters, and our flocks of sheep and goats and herds of livestock because a celebration to
honor Yahweh is for all of us.”

19The king replied, “I am not about to let you go with your women and children because I do not think Yahweh is

about to help you. Watch out so that something bad does not happen to you! 1'Since you keep asking, go worship
Yahweh with just your men. But no one else may go!” Then the king drove Moses and Aaron away.

12Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over Egypt and locusts will come up and cover the country.
They will eat every green thing in the whole country, anything that the hail left behind.”

1350 Moses held out his staff as though he were stretching it over the country of Egypt. Then Yahweh caused a
wind to blow from the east, and it blew over the land all that day and all that night. By the next morning, it had

brought the locusts. MThe locusts came up all over Egypt. They landed everywhere in the whole country. There had

never been anything like this huge number of locusts, and there will never be anything like it again. 1They covered
the surface of the ground and made it appear black. They ate all the plants in the land and everything on the trees
that the ice storm had not destroyed. They left nothing that was green on any tree or on any plant anywhere in

Egypt.

16The king quickly called Aaron and Moses and said, “I have sinned against Yahweh, your god, and against you.
17Can you forgive me right now for having sinned this one time? Please pray to Yahweh, your god. Just ask him to
take away the locusts that will cause us all to die.”

1850 Moses and Aaron left the king, and Moses prayed to Yahweh. 1°Then Yahweh changed the wind so that it blew
strongly from the west, and it picked up and forced all the locusts into the Red Sea. There were no locusts left

anywhere in the country of Egypt. 2But Yahweh made the king stubborn again, and the king did not let the
Israelites go.

2lyahweh said to Moses, “Reach your hand up toward the sky so that it may be dark over all the land of Egypt, so
dark that it will seem like people can feel it.” 22So Moses reached his hand toward the sky, and it became extremely

dark all over Egypt for three days and nights. 2>No one could see anyone else. No one went anywhere for three
days. But there was light in the area where the Israelites lived.

24The king called Moses and said, “{All right,} you may go and worship Yahweh. Your women and your children may
go with you. But your flocks {of sheep and goats} and your herds {of cattle} must remain here.”

25gyt Moses replied, “No, you must also let us take our sacrifices and burnt offerings to offer to Yahweh, our God.
260ur domesticated animals must also go with us. We are not going to leave one animal behind because we must
take them to worship Yahweh, the God we worship. We will not know what we will need for worshiping Yahweh
until we get to where we are going.”

27But Yahweh made the king continue to be stubborn. The king would not allow the Israelites to go. 28The king said
to Moses and Aaron, “Get out of here! Make sure that you never {come to} see me again! The day you see me
again, I will have someone kill you!”
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2IMoses replied, “You are correct! I will never see you again!”

Chapter 11

Tyahweh said to Moses, “I will bring one more disaster on the king of Egypt and on all his people. After that, he will

let you leave. When he does, he will absolutely chase you out of Egypt. 2Speak quickly to all the Israelites. Tell them
to ask all their Egyptian neighbors, both men and women, to give them things made from silver and gold.”

3yahweh made the Egyptians willing to help the Israelites. Also, the king’s officials and all the rest of the people
thought that Moses was one of the most important men in Egypt.

4Then Moses said {to the king}, “This is what Yahweh says: ‘About midnight I will go through Egypt, 3and I will kill
every oldest son in Egypt. I will kill without exception: the rich king's oldest son, the poor mill slave’s oldest son, and

even every oldest male born among the animals. ®When that happens, people all over Egypt will lament more

terribly than anyone ever has lamented before and more than anyone ever will again. 7’But dogs will not even bark
at the Israelites or at their animals. Then you will know for sure that I, Yahweh, am treating the Egyptians

differently from the Israelites.’ 8Then all these officials of yours will come and bow down before me and will say,
‘Please get out of Egypt, you and everyone who is with you!” After that, we will leave Egypt!” When Moses had said
that, he left the king very angrily.

9Then Yahweh said to Moses, “The king will not obey you. This is so I can cause many disastrous miracles in his
country.”

1%\i0ses and Aaron did all these miracles in front of the king, but Yahweh made the king stubborn. The king did not
let the Israelites leave his land.

Chapter 12

Tyahweh said to Aaron and Moses in Egypt, 2“Start counting your months at this new moon. It will be the Israelites’
first month of the year. 3Tell the whole Israelite community, ‘On the tenth day of this month every man who leads a

family must take a young sheep or a young goat for his household. 4If there are not enough people in his family to
eat a whole cooked lamb, then his family and a family that lives nearby may kill one animal. Plan to share the lamb

according to the number of people in each family and according to how much each person can eat. You may

choose a sheep or a goat; but it must be a one-year-old male, and it must be perfect, without any defects. éYou
must take special care of these animals until the fourteenth day of this month. On that day, all the Israelites must

kill the young sheep or young goats in the evening. “Then they must take some of the blood from the young sheep
or young goats, and they must smear it on the two doorposts and on the tops of the doorframes of the houses in

which they will eat the meat. 8They must roast the animals over a fire and eat the meat that same night. They must

eat it with bitter herbs and with bread that does not have yeast in it. °You must not eat any of the meat uncooked,
and you must not cook the meat in water. You must do this: cook the whole animal over a fire. Do not remove the

head, legs, or inside parts. 1°Do not save any of the meat until the next morning. Any meat that you have not eaten

by morning, you must burn to ash. ""When you eat it, you must be dressed ready to travel. You must have your
sandals on your feet and your walking staff in your hands. You must eat it hurriedly. It will be a festival called
Passover to honor me, Yahweh.

120n that night I will go throughout Egypt, and I will kill all the oldest males in Egypt, both humans and animals. I

am punishing all the Egyptians’ gods. I am Yahweh. 13The blood on your houses will show that you are obeying me.
When I see the blood, I will go past those houses. I will not harm the people who are in those houses when I come
to punish the Egyptians.

14you will make this day a feast to remember and celebrate what I, Yahweh, will have done for you. This is a rule for
you: every generation of Israelites must celebrate this annual feast for all of time. 1>For seven days you must eat
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bread that has no yeast in it. On the first day of that week, you must remove all the yeast that is in your houses.
During those seven days, if anyone eats bread that has yeast in it, you must drive that person out from your

people. 180n the first day of that week, you must have a holy meeting. You must do the same thing on the seventh
day. People must not work at all on those two days. The only work you may do is to prepare food to eat.

17you must celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread on this day because this day is exactly when I am rescuing all
your tribes from slavery in Egypt. This is a law for you: every generation of Israelites for all of time must celebrate

to remember that I rescued you on this day. 180n the evening of the fourteenth day of the first month of the year;
you must stop eating bread that has yeast in it. You may not eat bread with yeast in it again until the evening of the
twenty-first day of that month. 1?For those seven days you must not have any yeast in your house. During that
time, if anyone—either a foreigner or an Israelite—eats bread that has yeast in it, you must drive that person out

from your people. 2°Do not eat any yeast. Wherever you are living, you must eat bread that does not have yeast in
it."’

21Then Moses summoned all the Israelite leaders. He said to them, “Each family should select a young sheep or

young goat and kill it to eat it to celebrate the festival that you will call ‘Passover.’ 2%{Let the lamb's blood drain} into
a bowl. Get a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood. Then wipe some of the blood on the top of the doorframe
and on the doorposts of your houses. The people in each house must stay inside the house until the next morning.

23When Yahweh goes through Egypt to kill every oldest male, he will see the blood on your doorframes. Because of
that, he will pass over those houses and will not allow the killing-destroyer to enter your houses to kill your oldest
sons.

24you and your descendants must celebrate this ritual forever; this is a law. 2When you arrive in the land that
Yahweh will give to you as he promised, you must keep celebrating this ritual every year. 26When your children ask

you, ‘What does this ritual mean? ?’you must tell them, ‘This ritual is to remember how your ancestors sacrificed
lambs on the night that Yahweh's angel passed over the houses of the Israelites when they were in Egypt. He killed
the oldest males in all the Egyptian houses, but he did not kill the sons in our houses.” After Moses told them this,

the elders all bowed their heads and worshiped Yahweh. 28Then the Israelites did exactly what Yahweh told Moses
and Aaron to tell them to do.

29At midnight Yahweh killed all the Egyptians’ oldest sons, all over Egypt. This included the rich king’s oldest son,

the oldest sons of the prisoners in the dungeons, and the oldest males of all the {Egyptians’} livestock. 3°That night
the king, all his officials, and all the rest of the Egyptians awoke and discovered what had happened. They wailed
loudly all over Egypt, because in every house someone's son had died.

31That night the king summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Get up, you and all the other Israelites, and get away

from my people and country now! Go and worship Yahweh, as you requested! 32You may even take your flocks of
sheep and goats and herds of cattle just as you requested. Just leave! Ask Yahweh to bless me also!”

33The Egyptians helped the Israelites to leave their country quickly. They said, “Otherwise, we will all die!” 34So the
Israelites prepared to leave at once. They took the bowls in which they mixed the dough to make bread and the
dough that was in the bowls without any yeast in it, and they wrapped the bowls in their cloaks. They put the bowls

on their shoulders. 33Then the Israelites did as Moses told them. They went to their Egyptian neighbors and asked

them for silver, gold, and clothing. 3Yahweh caused the Egyptians to greatly respect the Israelites, so they gave
them what they asked for. In that way, the Israelites carried away the wealth of the Egyptians.

37The Israelites walked from the city of Rameses to the town of Succoth. There were about 600, 000 men who went,
in addition to the women and children. 3Many other people who were not Israelites went along with them. There
was also a large amount of livestock, including flocks of sheep and goats and herds of cattle. 3®Pharaoh forced the
Israelites to leave Egypt so quickly that they did not have time to prepare food to take with them or to allow the
bread dough to form yeast. When they made bread with the dough they brought from Egypt, they made flatbread
because it did not have yeast.
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40The Israelites had lived in Egypt for 430 years. 410n the day that those 430 years ended, on that very day, all the

tribes of Yahweh's people left Egypt. 421t was a night when the Israelites stayed awake as Yahweh brought them
out of Egypt. So this same night every year is a night that they dedicate to Yahweh, a night when the Israelites and
their descendants in every generation remember how Yahweh kept their ancestors safe.

43Then Yahweh said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the law about the Passover ritual: Do not let foreigners eat the

Passover meal. 44But if anyone buys a slave and circumcises him, that slave may eat the Passover meal. 43Do not
let people who are living temporarily among you who are not Israelites or servants to whom you pay money eat

the Passover meal. 46You must eat the Passover meal inside one house. Do not take any of the meat outside the
house. Do not break the lamb’s bones. 4’The whole Israelite community must celebrate this festival.

48\When someone from another country comes to live with you and wants to celebrate Yahweh's Passover festival,
circumcise all the males in his household. Then he can eat the Passover meal, and you should treat that man as
though he had been born an Israelite. But do not allow men who are not circumcised to eat the Passover meal.

49These rules apply to people who were born as Israelites and to foreigners who come and live among you.”

30All the Israelites obeyed Moses and Aaron and did what Yahweh had commanded. 310n that very day, Yahweh
brought all the Israelite tribes out of Egypt.

Chapter 13

Tyahweh said to Moses, 2“Consecrate all the firstborn {males} in order that they may belong to me. The firstborn
{males} of {the Israelite} people and of {their} animals will be mine.”

3Moses said to the people, “Always remember today! This is the day that you left Egypt. This is the day I freed you
from being the Egyptians’ slaves. Yahweh has powerfully brought you out of Egypt. Do not eat any bread that has

yeast in it {whenever you celebrate this day}. 4You are leaving Egypt on this day, which is the first day of the month

of Aviv. >Later, when Yahweh brings you into the land where the descendants of Canaan, Heth, Amor, Hiv, and Jebus
now live, the land that he promised your ancestors that he would give to you, a land that will be very good for

raising livestock and growing crops, you must celebrate this festival in this month every year. 8For seven days the
bread you eat must not have any yeast in it. On the seventh day, you must have a celebration to honor Yahweh.

7Do not eat bread that has yeast in it for seven days. You should not have any yeast or bread made with yeast
anywhere in your land.

80n the day that you celebrate the festival, you must tell your children, ‘We are doing this to remember what

Yahweh did for us when we left Egypt.’ °The celebration will be like something you tie on your forehead or on your
wrist. It will remind you to recite to others what Yahweh has instructed you, because you are grateful to him for

powerfully bringing you out of Egypt. 1050 you must celebrate this festival every year, forever, at the time Yahweh
has appointed.

Myahweh will bring you into the land where the descendants of Canaan live, as he promised to you and your
ancestors that he would do. When he gives that land to you, 2you must give all the firstborn males of both people

and animals to Yahweh. These all will belong to Yahweh. 13In the case of a firstborn donkey, you must buy it back
by killing a lamb instead of it. If you do not buy it back, you must kill the donkey by breaking its neck. You must buy
back every one of your firstborn sons.

141n the future, when one of your children asks, ‘What does this mean? you must say to him, ‘Yahweh powerfully

brought us out of Egypt and freed us from being slaves there. 1>What happened was: The king of Egypt did not let
us leave his land, so Yahweh killed all the firstborn males in Egypt, both the boys and the firstborn of their
livestock. That is why we now sacrifice to Yahweh all the firstborn of our livestock, but we buy back our own
firstborn sons.’ 1°This celebration will be like something you tie on your wrist or on your forehead to remind you
that Yahweh powerfully brought you out of Egypt.”
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17When the king of Egypt let the Israelites go, God did not guide them along the road toward the Philistines’ land.
Even though it was shorter, God thought, “If enemies attack them, they may change their minds and go back to

Egypt.” 18Instead, God led them to go around through the wilderness toward the Red Sea. The Israelites left Egypt
in an orderly formation.

19Moses had them take the bones of Joseph along with them, because Joseph long ago had made the Israelites
promise that they would do that. He had said to them, “God will always care for you. {When he brings you to the
promised land,} you must carry my bones with you.”

20The Israelites went from Succoth to Etham (which was at the edge of the wilderness). They set up their tents

there. 2'When they walked during the daytime, Yahweh went in front of them in a tall cloud to show them the way.
During the night, he went in front of them in a tall flame so they had light and could travel in the daytime and also

at nighttime. 22Yahweh never left them. He was there in the tall cloud during the day and in the tall flame during
the night.

Chapter 14

1Then Yahweh said to Moses, 2“Tell the Israelites to turn toward Pi Hahiroth and camp near it. That place is

between Migdol and the {Red} Sea, near Baal Zephon. Set up your tents there, close to the sea. 3When the king
knows you have done that, he will think, ‘The Israelites are lost. They are wandering around, and the desert blocks

their path.’ 41 will make the king stubborn again and he will chase you {with his army}. Then people will revere me
more than the king and his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am Yahweh.” {So Moses told the Israelites
that,} and they did what he told them to do.

SWhen someone told the king of Egypt that the Israelites had escaped, he and his officials changed how they were
thinking about them and said, “What have we done? The Israelites will no longer be our slaves because we let them

go!” ®So the king had {someone} fasten his horses to his chariot and he rode out with his army. 7{When he left} he
took all Egypt's chariots, including the best 600 chariots. In each chariot {he placed a driver, a soldier, and} a

commander. 8Yahweh made the king of Egypt stubborn, so he {and his army} chased the Israelites. The Israelites

marched out confidently. °The Egyptian army, with all the king's horses and chariots and horsemen, chased after
the Israelites. They caught up with them as they were camped near the sea, close to Pi Hahiroth, in front of Baal
Zephon.

1%When the king's army got near, the Israelite people were surprised to see that the Egyptians were marching

toward them. They were terrified, so they cried out to Yahweh to help them. 'Then they said to Moses, “You have
not helped us by bringing us out of Egypt. {Pharaoh’s army is going to} kill us here in the wilderness. {If we had

stayed in Egypt,} someone would have buried us in graves. 12That is what we told you when we were in Egypt. We
said, ‘Leave us alone, and let us work for the Egyptians.’ It would have been better for us to be slaves for the
Egyptians than to die here in the desert!”

13Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid! Stand strong and see how Yahweh will rescue you. He will save you
today, and you will never see the Egyptians that you are looking at today again. Yahweh will fight for you! Just
stay calm. There is nothing else that you will have to do.”

15Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Instead of asking me to help you, tell the people to pack their tents and prepare to
march. "8You must lift up your staff and stretch out the hand holding it over the sea to cause it to divide. Then the

Israelites will go in the middle of the sea, walking on dry ground. ?Watch me! I will make the Egyptians stubborn
so that they will chase the Israelites. Then, because of what I will do to the king, his army, his chariots, and his

horsemen, people will revere me. 8when I have won a glorious victory over the king, his chariots, and his
horsemen, the {other} Egyptians will know that I am Yahweh, {the God who can do anything}.”
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19Then the angel of God, who had been in front of the Israelites, moved and went behind them. The tall, bright

cloud that had been in front of them also moved to be behind them. 2°The cloud was between the Egyptian army
and the Israelites. The cloud caused the Egyptian army to be in the darkness, but it gave light to the Israelites. As a

result, neither group could come near the other group during the whole night. 2'Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea. Then Yahweh sent a strong wind from the east. It blew all night and pushed the water apart, and it

caused the land between the water to dry up. 22Then the Israelites went on the dry land in the middle of the sea.
The water was like a wall on each side of them, on the right side and on the left side.

23Then the Egyptian army went after them into the middle of the sea with their horses, chariots, and horsemen.
24yst before dawn, Yahweh looked down from the fiery cloud, and then he caused the Egyptian army to panic.

25He caused the wheels of the chariots to get stuck in the ground so that they could hardly move. So the Egyptians
said, “Yahweh is fighting for the Israelites against us; we must escape from them!”

26Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Stretch out your arm over the sea. Then the water will come back on the Egyptians,
on their chariots, and their horsemen.” 27So Moses stretched out his arm above the sea, and the water returned to

its normal level just before dawn. The Egyptians tried to escape, but Yahweh hurled them back into the sea. 28The
water returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, and the whole Egyptian army that had tried to follow the
Israelites into the sea. Every one of the Egyptians died.

29yt the Israelites had already crossed through the sea by walking on dry ground. The water was like two walls,
one on the right side and one on the left side. 3%That is the way Yahweh saved the Israelites from the Egyptian

army on that day. The Israelites saw the Egyptians lying dead. Their bodies washed up on the shore. 31The
Israelites saw what Yahweh powerfully did to the Egyptians, and they revered Yahweh. They trusted Yahweh and
his servant Moses.

Chapter 15

1Then Moses and all the Israelites sang this song to Yahweh. They each sang,
“I will sing to Yahweh because he has won a great victory;

He has thrown the horses and the charioteers into the sea!
2Yahweh makes me strong, and I will sing about him.

He has saved me.

He is my God, and I will celebrate {because of what he did for me}.
He was my father’s God, and I will tell others how great he is.
3Yahweh is a warrior;

Yahweh is his name.

4He has thrown the king’s chariots and his army into the sea;

The king's best officers all drowned in the Red Sea.

5The deep water covered them;

they sank to the bottom like a rock.

60 Yahweh, your power is immense;

with that power, O Yahweh, you have crushed the enemy into pieces.
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7You use your great strength to defeat your enemies.
When you are angry, you destroy them

like a fire burns up straw.

8You blew on the sea, and the water piled up high;
the water became like mounds of dirt.

In the deepest part of the sea, the water became thick, as though it were frozen.
90ur enemies said,

‘We will go after them

and catch up to them.

We will do whatever we want to them!

We will draw our swords

and defeat them;

then we will divide up everything we take from them.’
10vour wind blew,

and then the sea covered them.

They sank like lead in the big waves.

Myahweh, there is no other god like you!

There is no one like you!

You are wonderfully different from everything else.
Everyone fears and praises you for all the miracles you do!
12you used your power

to make the earth open and our enemies go down into it!

13you are leading the people you bought because you always love us;

Because {you use} your strength {for our good}, you are guiding us to the home that you set apart.

14The people of other nations will hear what you have done,
and they will tremble.

The people in Philistia will be terrified.

15The chiefs in Edom will be dismayed.

The leaders in Moab will be so afraid that they will shake.

All those who live in Canaan will faint.

16They will be terrified and fearful because of your great strength.
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But they will be as silent as stones
until we, your people, march past them,

the people you freed {from being slaves in Egypt.}

17you will bring us {into the promised land of Canaan.}

You will enable us to live on your hill,

in the place that you, Yahweh, have chosen to be your home,
in the holy place, our Lord,

that you yourself will build.
180 Yahweh, you will rule forever!”

1When the king's horses and chariots and horsemen tried to go through the sea, Yahweh caused the water to

come back and cover them. But the Israelite people walked through the middle of the sea on dry ground. 2°Then
Miriam, who was Aaron’s older sister and a prophetess, picked up her tambourine and led all the other women

who had tambourines out to dance. 2'Miriam sang to Yahweh this song: “Sing to Yahweh because he has
triumphed gloriously over his enemies. He has thrown the horses and their riders into the sea.”

22Then Moses led the Israelite people away from the Red Sea. They went to the wilderness of Shur. They walked for

three days, but they could not find any water. 2350 they went on and came to a place named Marah. There was
water there, but they could not drink it, because it was bitter. That is why they named the place Marah, which is the

Hebrew word that means ‘bitter’ 24The people complained to Moses, saying, “What are we going to drink?” 23So
Moses prayed to Yahweh. Then Yahweh showed him a branch. He took the branch and threw it into the water, and
the water became good to drink. There at Marah, Yahweh gave them a fixed rule by which to live. He also tested

them there {to determine if they would obey him.} 2°He said, “I am Yahweh, your God. If you will obey me when I
speak to you and do those things that I say are right and listen to all the things that I tell you, I will keep you from
all the diseases that I brought on the Egyptians. Do not forget that I am Yahweh, the one who heals you.”

27 After they left Marah, they came to a place named Elim. There were 12 springs of water and 70 palm trees there.
So they camped there.

Chapter 16

They left Elim, and all the Israelite people came to the wilderness of Sin between Elim and Sinai Mountain. That
was on the fifteenth day of the second month after they left Egypt. 2There in the wilderness, the Israelite people
complained against Moses and Aaron. 3They said to them, “We wish that Yahweh had killed us in Egypt! There we
had meat to cook and all the bread that we wanted to eat. But you have brought us into this desert in order that
we will all starve until we die!”

4Yahweh said to Moses, “Watch what I am going to do. I am going to send bread from the sky for you. When I do
that, the people must go out of their tents every day and gather enough to eat on that day. When I do that, I will

find out whether they will obey me or not. 50n the sixth day {of each week}, they should gather and prepare twice
as much as on the other days {so they do not have to gather any on the seventh day}.”

650 Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelite people, “This evening you will know that it was Yahweh{, not us,} who
brought you out of Egypt. 7In the morning you will see how great Yahweh is, because he has heard how you have
complained against him. We are not important enough for your complaints.” 8Then Moses also said, “Each evening
Yahweh will give you meat to eat, and each morning he will give you enough bread to make you full. He has heard
how you have complained about him. We are unimportant; when you complain, it is really about Yahweh, not us.”
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9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Tell all the Israelite people, ‘Come and stand here in the presence of Yahweh, because

he has heard what you have been complaining about.” 1950 as Aaron told the Israelites that, they turned to look
toward the desert and were surprised to see the dazzling light of Yahweh in the cloud {that had been leading
them}.

"Then Yahweh said to Moses, 121 have heard what the Israelites have been complaining about. So say to them, ‘At
twilight, you will have meat to eat, and in the morning you will have bread. You will have all you want of it to eat.
Then you will know that I am Yahweh, your God.”

13That evening quails appeared, and there were so many that they covered the campsite. The next morning there

were small drops of water all around the campsite. *When the water on the ground dried up, they saw a thin layer
of something that looked like {small white} flakes on the desert ground. It looked like a thin layer of ice on the

ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they did not know what it was, so they said to each other, “What is it?”

Moses replied to them, “It is the food Yahweh has given you to eat. 1®This is what Yahweh has commanded: Each of
you should gather as much as you need to eat. Gather two liters for each person who lives in your tents.” 17So that

is what the Israelite people did. Some gathered more and some gathered less. '®Because they gathered two liters
per person, when they measured what they had gathered, those who had gathered a lot did not have anything left
over. Those who had gathered less still had enough to eat. Each person gathered just enough.

19Moses said to them, “Do not leave any of it to eat tomorrow morning!” 2%Some of them did not obey what Moses
said. They kept some of it until the next morning. However, it was full of maggots and smelled rotten. That made

Moses angry. 2'Each morning they gathered as much as they needed. Later, when the sun got hot, what was left on
the ground melted.

220 the sixth day, each person was able to gather four liters of bread, which was twice as much as they gathered

on the other days. When the leaders of the people came to Moses and told him about that, 22Moses said to them,
“This is what Yahweh has told you: Tomorrow will be a day for you to rest. It will be a day set apart for Yahweh. So
today, bake or boil what you will need for today and for tomorrow. Whatever is left this evening, you should put
aside and keep it to eat tomorrow.”

2450 they did what Moses told them. What was left over, they kept until the next day. It did not spoil and did not get
maggots in it! 250n that day, Moses said, “Eat today what you have saved from yesterday because today is a day of

rest to Yahweh. Today you will not find any of that food outside. 26Every week, you must gather it for six days; but
on the seventh day, which will be a day of rest for you, there will not be any to gather.”

270n the seventh day, some of the people went outside their tents to gather some of that food, but could not find
any. 28Then Yahweh told Moses to say this to the people: “Yahweh is angry because for a long time you people

have refused to do all the things that he has told you to do! 2°Listen! Since Yahweh has given you a day of rest, on
the sixth day of each week, he will therefore be giving you enough of this food for two days. Each of you should

stay in his tent, not going anywhere on the seventh day!” 39So the people rested on the seventh day.

31The Israelites called this food ‘manna.’ It looked white, like the color of coriander seeds, and it tasted like thin

wafers made with honey. 32Moses said, “This is what Yahweh has told you: ‘You must keep two liters of it for all
future generations so that they can see the food that I gave you to eat in the desert when I brought you out of

Egypt.”

33And he said to Aaron, “Take a jar, and put two liters of manna in it. Then put it in a place where Yahweh can see it.
You must keep it like that for all future generations.” 34{Later} Aaron {would} put the jar in front of the record of the
agreement between Yahweh and Israel in order to keep the manna as Yahweh had commanded Moses. 3°The
Israelites ate manna every day for forty years until they came to where there were people, at the border of the land
of Canaan. 38{Now two liters is called} an omer, which is a tenth of an ephah.
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Chapter 17

1Then Yahweh commanded all the Israelites to travel from the wilderness of Sin and camp at a place called

Rephidim, and they did. However, there was no water there for the people to drink. 250 the people complained to
Moses again, saying, “Give us water to drink!”

Moses replied to them, “You should not quarrel with me! You should not test Yahweh!”

3But the people were very thirsty, and they continued to complain to Moses. They were saying, “You only brought
us out here to kill us and our children and cattle by not letting us have any water to drink!”

450 Moses prayed to Yahweh. He said, “How shall I deal with these people? They are almost ready {to kill me} by
throwing stones {at me}!”

SYahweh said to Moses, “Lead the people and walk in front of them. Take some of the elders of the Israelite people

with you. Carry in your hand the staff you used to strike the Nile River. ®Watch me! I will stand in front of you on top
of a large rock at the foot of Mount Sinai. Strike the rock with your stick. When you do that, water for the people to

drink will flow out of the rock.” Moses did what God had said, and the elders saw it happen. “Moses named that
place both Masseh (because the Israelites tested Yahweh by questioning if he was really able to help them or not)
and Meribah (because they were complaining all the time to him).

8Then the people of Amalek came and fought against the Israelite people at Rephidim. ®Moses said to Joshua,
“Choose some men to go out and fight against the people of Amalek tomorrow. I will stand on the top of the hill,

holding the staff that God told me to carry.” 190 Joshua obeyed Moses. He {took some men} to fight against the
people of Amalek.

{While they were fighting,} Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill {so that they could see the whole
battle area}. ""Then this happened: Whenever Moses lifted up his arms, the Israelite men started to win the battle;

whenever he lowered his arms, the Amalekite army started to win. 12g,t Moses’ arms became tired. So Aaron and
Hur brought a large stone for him to sit on. While he was sitting on it, those two held up his arms, one man on

either side of him. In that way, they kept his arms lifted up until the sun went down. '3In this way Joshua and the
men with him defeated the Amalekite king and his army in battle.

14Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Write an account of this battle and then read it to Joshua. Also write that I will so
completely destroy the people of Amalek that no one in the world will remember who they were.” 15Then Moses

built a stone altar there and named it “Yahweh is my flag.” '®He said, “Because they fought against him, Yahweh
will fight against the people of Amalek forever!”

Chapter 18

1jethro, who was the priest for the people of Midian, and who was also Moses' father-in-law, heard about all that
God had done for Moses and for God's people, the Israelites. He heard about how Yahweh had brought them out
of Egypt. 2Moses had sent his wife Zipporah {and his two sons} back home {when he was returning to Egypt}. So
when Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, came to him, he brought her 3and her sons. One son’s name was Gershom,
which sounds like the Hebrew word that means “foreigner,” because Moses had said, “I have been a foreigner living
in another land.” 4Her other son’s name was Eliezer, which sounds like the Hebrew word that means “God helps
me,” because Moses had said, “God, whom my father worshiped, has helped me and saved me from the king of
Egypt killing me.”

5While Moses {and the Israelites} camped in the wilderness near {Sinai}, God's {holy} mountain, Jethro (Moses's
father-in-law) came to him, bringing along Moses’ wife and two sons. ®jethro had sent a message to Moses, “I, your
father-in-law, Jethro, am coming to see you. I am bringing your wife and her two sons!” 7So Moses went out {of the

campsite} to meet his father-in-law. He bowed before him and kissed him {on the cheek}. They both asked each
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other, “Have you been well?” Then they went into {Moses'} tent. 8Moses told Jethro everything that Yahweh had
done to the king {and all the other people in Egypt} in order to help the Israelite people. He also told him about the
troubles they had experienced on the way, and about how Yahweh had helped them.

9)ethro praised Yahweh when he heard that Yahweh had rescued the Israelites from slavery in Egypt and had been
very good to them. 1%He said, “Praise Yahweh, who has rescued you from the powerful Egyptian {army} and from
the powerful Egyptian king and has set the Israelites free from the control of the Egyptians! ""Now I know that

Yahweh is greater than all other gods, because he rescued the Israelites from their proud enemies.” '2Then Jethro
(who was Moses' father-in-law) brought a burnt offering and other sacrifices for God. Aaron and the Israelite elders
came and ate a meal with Moses' father-in-law to honor God.

13The next day, Moses sat down at the place where he settled disputes among the people. The people asked Moses

to judge their disputes from the morning until the evening. When Jethro saw everything that Moses was doing
for the people, he said, “Do not lead the people this way. You should not sit here alone letting everyone demand
that you judge for them all day!”

15Moses replied to his father-in-law, “I am doing this because the people keep coming to me to find out what God

desires. "®When they cannot agree about something, they come to me, and they ask me to decide which of them is
right. When I decide, I also explain to them how God's laws and instructions apply in that situation.”

"jethro said to him, “What you are doing is not beneficial. '8You and these people will wear yourselves out! This

work is too much for you. You are not able to do it by yourself. "?Now listen to what I will tell you to do. If you do
what I suggest, God will help you. You should continue to represent the people to God and tell him about the

people’s disputes. 2%You should also teach them God's law and instructions. You should also explain to them how

they should act and the things that they should do. 2'In addition, you should find some capable Israelite men to
help you. Choose men who respect God, who are trustworthy, and who will not accept bribes. Appoint some of
them to make decisions for groups of ten people, some for groups of fifty people, some for groups of a hundred

people, and some for groups of a thousand people. 22Allow them to settle disputes for the people usually. It should
work like this: The difficult matters they can bring to you, but the matters that are simple, they can decide

themselves. Do this to make the work easier for you as they help you do that work. 23If you do that, you will be able
to continue doing what God commands, and all the people will be able to live peacefully with each other.”

24Moses listened to his father-in-law and did all that Jethro told him. 25Then Moses chose capable men from
among the Israelite people and made them chiefs over the people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers

of fifties, and rulers of tens. 2They usually settled disputes for the people. They brought the difficult cases to
Moses, but they decided the simple cases by themselves.

27Then Moses said goodbye to his father-in-law, and Jethro returned home.

Chapter 19

10n the first day of the third month after the Israelites left Egypt, they arrived at the wilderness of Sinai. 2After they
left Rephidim, they came to the wilderness of Sinai, and they set up their tents at the base of the mountain.

3Moses climbed up {the mountain to talk} with God. Yahweh called to him from {the top} of the mountain and said,

“This is what I want you to say to the Israelite people, the descendants of Jacob, #You have seen what I did to the
Egyptians. You have seen what I did for you and how I brought you here to me as if I had carried you on top of

eagles’ wings. STherefore, if you very carefully do what I tell you to do and obey all that I require in what we agreed
by swearing to, you will be my own people. You will be my personal property from among all of the nations.

Although all the earth is mine, ®you will be my priestly kingdom and a nation dedicated to me.’ That is what you
must tell the Israelites.”
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7So Moses went down the mountain and called the elders of the people. He told them everything that Yahweh had

told him to tell them. 8The people all said, “We will do everything that Yahweh has told us to do.” Then Moses
climbed back up the mountain and reported to Yahweh what the people had said.

9Then Yahweh said to Moses “Listen carefully. I will come to you from inside a thick cloud. When I am speaking to
you, the people will hear it, and they will always believe that you are their leader.” Then Moses told Yahweh what
the people said.

19Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Go back down to the people again. {Tell them to get ready for my coming.} They
must purify themselves today and tomorrow. They must also wash their clothes "'so they will be ready on the third

day. On that day I will come down to Mount Sinai to where all the people can see me. '2You must make a boundary
around the base of the mountain to protect the people. Tell them, ‘Be sure that you do not climb the mountain or

even touch it. You must kill anyone who touches the base of the mountain. '3Do not let anyone touch any person
or any animal that touches the mountain. Therefore, you must kill any person or animal that touches the mountain
by throwing stones at it or shooting it with arrows.’ But when you hear a long, loud trumpet sound, the people can
come close to the base of the mountain.”

1450 Moses went down the mountain again and told the people to purify {themselves and to get ready for

Yahweh's coming. They did what Moses told them to do,} and they also washed their clothes. 1*Then Moses said to
the people, “Be ready on the third day, and you men must not have sexual relations with any women {until after
then}.”

160n the third day, during the morning, there was thunder, lightning, a very dark cloud on the mountain, and a
very loud horn sound. The people in the camp shook because they were very afraid. 17Then Moses led the people

outside the camp to meet with God. They stood around the base of the mountain. '®Then Yahweh descended on
Mount Sinai, surrounded by fire. That caused the entire mountain to smoke. The smoke rose up like the smoke

from the chimney of a furnace, and the whole mountain shook violently. 1°As the sound of the horn continued to
become louder, Moses spoke to God, and God answered him in a thunderous voice.

20Then Yahweh came down again onto the top of Mount Sinai, and he summoned Moses to come up to the top of
the mountain. So Moses went up. 2'Yahweh said to Moses, “Go down again and warn the people not to cross the

boundary in order to look at me. If they do that, many of them will die. 22Also, the priests who come near me must
purify themselves. If they do not do that, I will punish them.”

23Then Moses said to Yahweh, “The people will not climb the mountain because you commanded them, saying, ‘Set
a boundary around the mountain, to consecrate it.”

24yahweh said to Moses, “Go down the mountain and bring Aaron back up with you. But do not allow the priests or

other people to cross the boundary to come up to me. If they cross it, I will punish them.” 2550 Moses went down
the mountain again and told the people what Yahweh had said.

Chapter 20

1Then God spoke these words to the Israelites. 2 am Yahweh your God, the one you worship. I am the one who

brought you out of the land of Egypt. I am the one who freed you from being slaves there. 3Do not worship any
god other than me.

4Do not carve yourself a figure that looks like anything in the sky or that is on the ground or that is in the water

under the ground. >Do not bow down to any idol or worship it, because I am Yahweh your God. I demand that you
worship me only! I will punish the descendants of those who hate me. I will punish their descendants for three,

even four generations. ®However, I will faithfully love thousands of generations of those who love me and obey my
commandments.
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7Do not use my name carelessly, because I am Yahweh your God, and I will certainly punish those who use my
name for wrong purposes.

8Remember that the seventh day of every week belongs to me. ®There are six days each week for you to do all your

work. 19But the seventh day is a day of rest, a day dedicated to me, Yahweh your God. On that day you must not do
any work. Neither you nor your sons, your daughters, your male or female slaves, your livestock, and not even

foreigners who are living in your country may work. 11Do this because I, Yahweh, created the sky, the earth, the
ocean, and everything that is in them in six days. Then I stopped my work of creating everything and rested on the
seventh day. That is the reason that I, Yahweh, have blessed the rest day and set it apart to be a sacred day.

12Honor your father and your mother, in order that you may live a long time in the land that I, Yahweh your God,
will give you.

13Do not murder anyone.

14D not commit adultery with anyone.

15Do not steal anything.

160 not falsely accuse anyone of committing a crime.

17Do not covet someone else’s house, someone else’s wife, someone else’s male or female slave, someone else’s
livestock, someone else’s donkeys, or anything else that another person owns.”

18When the people heard the thunder and saw the lightning, and when they heard the sound of the horn and saw

the smoke on the mountain, they were afraid and trembled. They stood a safe distance away '%and said to Moses,
“You talk to us! We will listen! But do not let God speak to us anymore. We are afraid that if he speaks anymore to
us, we will die.”

20Moses replied to the people, “Do not be afraid! God has come to observe how you will behave. He wants you to
honor him and to not sin.”

21Then, as the people watched from a distance, Moses went close to the black cloud where God was.

22yahweh said to Moses, “Say this to the Israelite people, ‘You have heard how I, Yahweh, have spoken to you from

heaven. 23Therefore, do not make any gods of silver or gold that you will worship instead of me. 2*Make an altar
out of earth for me. Sacrifice your burnt offerings on it, your offerings to promise friendship with me, and also your
sheep and oxen. Worship me in any place that I choose for you to honor me; if you do that, I will come to you and

bless you. 2°If you build an altar for me out of stone, do not cut the stones because the cutting tool will profane the
altar. 26Do not climb steps to my altar so that no one may see your genitals.’

Chapter 21

1These are the laws that you must establish for the Israelite nation:

2When you buy a Hebrew slave, he is to serve you for only six years. In the seventh year you must free him from
being your slave, and he does not have to pay you anything for setting him free. 3If he became your slave alone,
you will free him alone. But if he had a wife, you must free both him and his wife. 4If the master of a slave gives
him a wife, and she gives birth to sons or daughters while her husband is a slave, you only have to free the man.
His wife and children will continue to be slaves of their master. >But when it is time for you to free the slave if he
clearly states: T love my master and my wife and my children, and I do not want to go free,’ ®then his master must
take him to the place where they worship God. There he must make the slave stand against the door or the
doorpost. Then the master will use an awl to make a hole in the slave’s ear and he will own that slave for the rest of
his life.
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71f a man sells his daughter to become a slave, she should not go free like the male slaves. 8If the man who bought
her wanted her to be his concubine, but later he is not pleased with her, he must sell her back to her father. He

must not sell her to a foreigner, because that was not what he and the girl's father agreed to. °If the man who buys

her wants her to be a wife for his son, he must then treat her as though she were his own daughter. 0If the master
marries another woman, he must continue to give the first woman the same amount of food, clothing, and sexual

attention that he gave to her before. 11If he does not do these three things for her, he must free her from being a
slave, and she is not required to pay anything to go free.

121f someone hits a man in order to kill him and the man dies, then you absolutely must execute the murderer;
13but if he did not plan the murder—if God allowed the accident—the one who hit him can escape to a place that I
will choose for you, and he will be safe there. 1But if someone gets angry with another person and kills him on
purpose, you must kill the murderer even if he runs to God's altar.

15You must kill anyone who strikes his father or mother.

16you must kill anyone who kidnaps another person, whether he sold the person or you found him still with the
kidnapper.

17¥ou must kill anyone who curses or insults his father or his mother.

18suppose two people fight, and one hits the other with a stone or his fist. Suppose the person he strikes does not

die but is injured and has to stay in bed for a while, "but later he is able to walk outside using a cane. Then they
must not punish the person who hit him, except that they must make him pay the injured person the money he
could not earn while he was recovering as well as the costs for healing.

201f someone hits his male or female slave with a stick, and if the slave dies from the blow, then you must avenge

the slave's death. 2'But if the slave recovers after a few days, you must not punish the one who hit him, because
the slave was his property.

221f some men are fighting, and they hit a pregnant woman so that she gives birth, but she and the baby are

unharmed, whoever hit her must pay a fine. He must pay whatever the woman’s husband asks after a judge
approves of the fine. 23But if he harmed anyone {you must punish him by causing the same harm to him}. If he
killed someone, you must kill him. 24{In the same way, if he harmed} an eye, a tooth, a hand, or a foot, 2%or caused

a burn, a wound, or a bruise—{you must cause the same harm to him}.

261f the owner of a slave strikes the eye of his male or female slave and that eye becomes blind, then he must free

that slave because of what he did to the slave’s eye. 271f someone knocks out one of his slave’s teeth, he must free
the slave because of what he did to the slave’s tooth.

281f 3 bull gores a man or woman with the result that the person dies, you must kill the bull by throwing stones at

it, but do not eat it. The owner of the bull is not guilty. 2?But if the bull had attacked people several times before
and if people had told its owner about that, but he did not keep the bull inside a fence, and it kills a man or woman

by goring, then you must kill the bull by throwing stones at it, and you must also kill its owner. 3%However, if {the
family of the dead} chooses to demand compensation instead, to save his life he must pay the full amount they

demand. 31If someone’s bull attacks and gores someone’s son or daughter, you must treat the bull's owner

according to that same rule. 32If a bull attacks and gores a male or female slave, its owner must pay to the slave's
owner thirty pieces of silver, and you must kill the bull by throwing stones at it.

335uppose someone uncovers a hole for storing water or digs one and does not cover it. If someone’s bull or

donkey falls into it {and dies}, 3*the owner of the pit must give the animal’s owner as much money as the animal
was worth, but then he will own the dead animal.

351f someone’s bull hurts another person’s bull, so that it dies, the owners of both bulls must sell the bull that is
living, and they must divide between them the money that they get for it. They must also divide between them the
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meat of the animal that died. 3®However, if the owner knew that the bull often attacked other animals before, and
he did not secure it, then the owner of that bull must give the owner of the bull that died a living bull, but then he
will own the dead animal.

Chapter 22

1If someone steals a bull or a sheep and then kills it or sells it, he must give the owner five bulls or cows for the bull
that he stole, and he must give the owner four sheep or goats for the sheep that he stole.

2If someone finds a thief breaking into his house {at night} and hits him and the thief dies, he is not quilty of
murder. 3But if that happens during the daytime, the one who killed the thief is guilty of murdering him.

A thief must pay for what he stole. If he has nothing with which to pay for what he stole, the judges must sell him

to become a slave, and the money from his sale will pay for what he stole. 4In a case where you catch a thief and he
still has the stolen goods, if it is a bull or a donkey or a sheep, and it is still alive, the thief must pay back the stolen
animal as well as another one of the same kind.

3If someone puts his animals in his field or in his vineyard to eat, and he allows the to animals stray away and eat
the plants in another person’s field, the owner of the animals must pay the owner of that field by giving him the
best from his own field or vineyard.

6If someone starts a fire, and it spreads through the grass and starts burning in someone else’s field, and the fire
burns grain that is growing or grain that is already cut and stacked, then the person who started the fire must pay
for the grain that the fire destroyed.

7Suppose that someone gives another person some money or other items and asks him to keep it in his house for
a while. And suppose that a thief steals it from that person’s house. If you catch the thief, the thief must pay back

twice as much as he stole. 8But if no one catches the thief, you must bring the owner of the house to God so he

{can swear} that he did not take his neighbor’s property. Whenever someone claims his neighbor wronged him
and says, ‘This is actually mine,” about a bull, a donkey, a sheep, clothing, or something else he lost, they must both
come and stand before God. The one whom God says is wrong must pay back the owner twice as much as he took.

195uppose someone gives his donkey or bull or sheep or some other animal to someone else and asks him to take
care of it for a while. However, the animal dies, or something injures it or takes it away while no one is watching.

MThen the person who was taking care of the animal must swear, knowing that Yahweh is listening, that he did not
steal the item. The owner of the animal must accept that the other person is telling the truth, and the other person

will not have to pay anything back to the owner. '2But if someone stole the animal while he was supposed to be

taking care of it, the man who promised to take care of it must pay back the owner for the animal. 131f wild animals
mauled the animal, he must bring back its remains to prove that what he says is true. If he does that, he will not
have to pay anything for the mauled animal.

141f someone borrows an animal from his neighbor, and if something hurts or kills that animal when its owner is

not there, the one who borrowed it must pay the owner for the animal. 1*But if that happens when the owner of
the animal is there, the one who borrowed it will not have to pay back anything. If someone rented it, the money
that he paid to rent it will be enough to pay for the animal dying or for an injury.

161f 3 man tricks a virgin girl whose {father} has not yet promised her to be anyone’s bride into having sexual

intercourse with him, he must pay the bride price for her and marry her. 7But if her father does not allow her to
marry him, he must still pay the girl's father as much money as men pay to marry a virgin.

18you must kill any woman who practices sorcery.

19You must kill any person who has sexual intercourse with an animal.
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20you must kill anyone who offers a sacrifice to any god other than Yahweh.
21you must not abuse or subjugate foreigners, because you were foreigners in Egypt.

22you must not mistreat any widow or any orphan. 23If you mistreat them and they ask me to help them, I will help

them. 24Because I will be angry with you, I will cause you to die in war. Your wives will become widows, and your
children will become orphans.

251f you lend money to any of my people who are poor, do not act like a moneylender by requiring him to pay
interest on the money. 26If you make him give you his cloak to guarantee that he will pay the money back, you

must give the cloak back to him before the sun goes down, ?’because his cloak is the only thing he has to cover his
body when he sleeps. When he complains about you to me, I will help him because I am merciful.

28D not insult God, and do not call on God to do harmful things to any ruler of your people.

23po not withhold from me the best parts of the grain that you harvest or of the olive oil or the wine that you
produce.

You will give your firstborn sons to me. 3%imilarly, your firstborn male cattle and sheep belong to me. After those
animals are born, allow them to stay with their mothers for seven days. On the eighth day you will give them to me.

31you are my set apart people, so do not eat any meat from any animal that a wild animal killed. Instead, throw it
where the dogs can eat it.

Chapter 23

Do not speak falsely in court. Do not help an evil man by testifying maliciously. 2Do not join a group of people who
are planning to do something evil. Do not tell the same lies they do and so keep the judge from deciding the case

justly. 3Do not prefer someone in court just because he is poor.

4If you see someone’s bull or donkey when it is wandering away loose, take it back to its owner even if the owner is

your enemy. 5If you see someone’s donkey that has fallen down because of its heavy load, help the owner to get
the donkey up again even if he is someone who hates you. Do not just walk away without helping him.

6Decide the cases of poor people who are on trial as fairly as you judge the cases of other people. Do not deceive

others. Do not kill guiltless or upright people, because I will not say that evil people are good. 8Do not accept a
bribe, because good judges who take bribes do not judge wisely, and they unfairly judge against the person who is
right.

9Do not mistreat foreigners who live among you. You know how foreigners often feel, because you lived as
foreigners in Egypt.

1%kor six years, plant seeds in your ground and gather the harvest. 1'But in the seventh year you must leave the
ground fallow. Allow your poor countrymen to eat {what grows on its own}. Whatever is left over is for the wild
animals to eat. Do the same thing with your grapevine and your olive trees.

12you may work for six days each week, but on the seventh day you must rest and not work. Do this so that your ox
and donkey may rest. The rest day will also let your slaves and the foreigners who live among you recuperate.

13Make certain that you obey everything that I have commanded you to do. Do not pray to other gods. Do not even
mention their names.

14Every year you must travel to three celebrations to honor me:
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15Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread the way that I commanded you: eat unleavened bread for seven days in
the month called Aviv. I set this time because it is the month when you left Egypt. Do not come to worship me
without bringing an offering.

16(The second celebration is the Spring} Harvest Celebration. {During that celebration you must offer to me} the
first parts of your crops that grow from the seeds that you planted.

{The third celebration is} the Finished Harvest Celebration. That will be at the end of the year, after you finish
harvesting everything you planted.

17These three times every year, all the men must gather together to worship me, the Lord Yahweh.

180 not sacrifice bread you made with yeast along with blood from an animal sacrifice. Do not keep the fat from

the animals you sacrificed at my celebration until the next morning. {Burn it completely.} '*{Each year, when you
harvest your crops,} take the best of what you harvest first, go to the place where you worship me, and give it to
me, Yahweh your God. {When you kill} a young animal, do not cook it by boiling it in its mother’s milk.

20 ook! I am going to send an angel ahead of you to guard you as you travel and to lead you to the place that I
have made ready for you. 2'Respect and obey him. Do not make him angry, because he will not forgive your sin,
because my authority and presence is in him. 22But if you obey his commands well and if you do all that I tell you to

do, I will fight against all of your enemies and adversaries. 2>Then my angel will go ahead of you and will take you
to where the Amor, Heth, Periz, Canaan, Hiv, and Jebus people groups live, and I will completely get rid of them.

24Do not bow down before their gods or worship them. Do not do the things that they {think that their gods want
them to} do. Instead, destroy {their gods} and smash to pieces their sacred stones.

25you must worship me, Yahweh your God. If you do that, I will bless your food and water, and I will protect you

from becoming sick. 2°No women in your land will have miscarriages, and no women will be unable to become
pregnant. I will enable you to live a long time.

2741 will go} ahead of you and terrify and confuse all the people into whose {lands} you are going. {When you fight}
your enemies, I will make them run away from you. 281 will send wasps ahead of you who will drive the Hiv, Canaan,
and Heth people groups from your land. 2% will not remove all of them in less than one year. If I did that, your land

would become deserted, and there would be very many wild animals that would attack you. 3°I will remove those
people groups slowly, a few at a time, until the number of your people increases and you are able to live

everywhere in the land. 3'T will make your country’s borders be from the Red Sea {in the southeast} to the
{Mediterranean} Sea by the Philistines {in the northwest}, and from the wilderness {of Sinai in the southwest} to
the {Euphrates} River {in the northeast of the country}. I will give you the power to remove the people who live
there, so that you will remove them as you occupy more of the country.

32you must not make any agreement with those people or with their gods. 33Do not allow those people to live in
your land, so they do not cause you to sin against me by enticing you to worship their gods.”

Chapter 24

Then Yahweh said to Moses. “Come up to me {on top of this mountain}, you and Aaron and {his sons} Nadab and

Abihu. Also take along seventy of the Israelite elders. You will all worship me at an {appropriate} distance. 2Moses,
you will come near to me alone. The others must not come near, and the rest of the people must not come up the
mountain with you.”

3Moses went and told the people everything that Yahweh had said and all that he had commanded. The people all

replied together, saying, “We will do everything that Yahweh has told us to do.” 4Then Moses wrote down
everything that Yahweh had commanded. Moses woke early the next morning and built an altar at the bottom of

the mountain. He also set up twelve stones, one for each of the Israelite tribes. >Then he sent some young Israelite
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men to burn sacrifices to Yahweh and to sacrifice some bulls as offerings to promise friendship with Yahweh.
5Moses took half of the blood of the animals that they slaughtered and put it in bowls. The other half of the blood
he threw against the altar. “Then he loudly read the scroll on which he had written everything that Yahweh and the
people were promising each other so all the people could hear it. Then all the people said, “We will do everything
that Yahweh has told us to do. We will obey everything.”

8Then Moses took the blood {that was in the bowls} and threw it on the people. He said, “This is the blood that
confirms what Yahweh is agreeing with you—what you just heard and agreed to.”

9Then Moses and Aaron along with Nadab, Abihu, and the seventy Israelite elders went up {the mountain}, 103nd
they saw God, the one whom the Israelites worship. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of blue

stones called sapphires. They were as clear as the sky is when there are no clouds. "'God did not harm those
Israelite elders {even though they saw him}. They saw God, and they ate and drank together.

12Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Come up to me on top of this mountain and wait there. I will give you stone slabs,
my law, and my commandments, all of which I have written so that you may teach them to the people.”

13Then Moses started out with his assistant Joshua. He went {part of the way} up the mountain where God was.

14Moses told the elders, “Stay here until we return. Do not forget that Aaron and Hur will be with you, so if anyone
disputes {with his neighbor while I am gone}, he can go to them {and they will judge it}."

15Then Moses went {the rest of the way} up the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. '®Yahweh's glory
came down onto the mountain and the cloud covered it for six days. On the seventh day, Yahweh called to Moses

from the middle of the cloud. "To the Israelites, Yahweh's glory looked like a fire consuming the top of the
mountain. ®Moses went into the cloud on top of the mountain and was there for 40 days and nights.

Chapter 25

Tyahweh said to Moses, 2“Tell the Israelites that everyone who wants to may give a gift to me. You will receive their
gifts for me. 3These are the types of gifts that you should collect from them: gold, silver, bronze, #{cloth dyed} blue,
{cloth dyed} purple, {cloth dyed} bright red, fine linen, {cloth made from} goats’ hair, 3red ram skins, fine leather
hides, the hard wood from acacia trees, %{olive} oil to burn in the lamps, spices to mix with the {olive} oil for

anointing {the priests}, and spices to mix into the sweet-smelling incense, “onyx stones and other expensive stones
for fastening to the priest’s sacred apron and for putting on the chest pouch that attaches to the apron.

8The people should make a holy place for me so that I can live in it among them. ®They must make my pavilion and
all the things that they will use inside it precisely according to the plan that I will show you.

10Have the people make a sacred chest from acacia wood. They should make it 125 centimeters long, 75
centimeters wide and 75 centimeters high. 1Cover the chest with pure gold inside and outside and put a gold
molding all around it. ?Make four rings from gold, and fasten them to the four legs of the chest. Put two of the
rings on each side of the chest. '3Make two poles from acacia wood, and cover them with gold. "Put the poles into
the rings on the sides of the chest so that {the Levites} can carry the chest by the poles. 1°Always leave the poles in

the chest’s rings; do not take the poles out of the rings. 1®Put the stone slabs, which I am giving you and on which I
wrote my commands, inside the chest.

17you must make a lid for the chest from pure gold. It will be 125 centimeters long and 75 centimeters wide.

18Hammer the gold at both ends of the lid into the form of two creatures that have wings. ?Make the winged
creatures {from the gold} at each end of the sacred chest’s lid, one at one end and the other at the other end.

20The creature’s wings should spread out and reach up to cover the lid. They should face each other, facing the
chest’s lid that is between them. 2'Put the stone slabs that I am giving you inside the sacred chest. Then place the
lid onto the top of the chest. 22 will set times to talk with you there. I will tell to you all my commands that you
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must command the Israelites from above the sacred chest's lid, between the two winged creatures which are above
the sacred chest that contains my law tablets.

23Make a table from acacia wood. It is to be one meter long, one-half of a meter wide, and three-quarters of a

meter high. 24Cover the table with pure gold and put a gold molding all around it. 2°Make a rim all around it, eight
centimeters wide, and make a gold molding around the rim. 26Make four rings from gold. Fasten them to the four
corners of the table. Each ring should be close to each table leg 27near the rim. They are to hold poles for carrying

the table. 22Make two poles from acacia wood and cover them with gold. Use them to carry the table. 2°Also make
dishes, cups, jars, and bowls for the priests to use to pour out {wine to offer to me}. Make them all from pure gold.

30present the sacred bread to me on the table at all times.

31Make a lampstand from pure gold. Hammer {one large lump of gold} to make its base and its shaft. Make the
cups, with the flower buds and petals {that decorate them}, from that same lump. 32There are to be six branches
on the lampstand, three on each side of the shaft. 33Each branch will have three gold cups that look like almond

flowers on it. The flowers will have buds and petals. Do this for all six branches of the lampstand. 340n {the shaft
of} the lampstand there are to be four cups that also look like almond blossoms, each one with flower buds and

petals. 3°Make one flower bud beneath every two branches. Attach it to each pair of branches {as if they are
growing} from it. Make all six lampstand branches like this. 3Hammer all these buds and branches{, along with the
shaft,} from one {large lump} of pure gold. 3’Make seven lamps and place them on the lampstand so that its light
shines all around it. 3{Make} tongs from pure gold, {to remove the burned wicks} and trays {in which to put the
burned wicks}. 3Use 33 kilograms of pure gold to make the lampstand, the tongs, and the trays.

40Make sure to make {these things} according to the instructions that I am giving you here on this mountain.

Chapter 26

1As for the sacred tent, make it using ten long hangings of finely twisted linen. A skilled craftsman must take blue,
purple, and red thread, and embroider these hangings with designs that represent the winged creatures that are

above the chest. 2Make each hanging 14. 5 meters long and two meters wide. Make them all the same size. 3Sew
five hangings together {as one set}, and sew the other five hangings together {as another set}. #For each set, make

loops of blue cloth and fasten them along the outer edge of the hanging, at the end of each set. 5Put 50 loops on
the edge of the first set, and 50 loops at the edge of the second set so that the loops are opposite to each other.
6Make 50 gold fasteners and fasten both of the sets together with them to make the sacred tent one unit.

7Make a cover for the sacred tent from 11 pieces of cloth made from goats' hair. 8ach of the 11 pieces of cloth will

be the same dimensions: 15 meters long and two meters wide. ?Sew five of these pieces of cloth together {to make
one set}, and sew the other six pieces of cloth together {to make another set}. Fold the sixth piece of cloth in half to

make it double over the front of the cover. "®Make {100 loops of blue cloth,} and fasten 50 of them to the outer
edge of the one set and fasten 50 to the outer edge of the other set. ""Make 50 bronze hooks and fasten the hooks
to the loops to connect them, so the cover will be one unit. 2Let the extra part of the tent cover, the half piece that

extends beyond the linen cloth, hang over the back side of the sacred tent. '3The extra half-meter of cover on each
side, the part that extends beyond the linen cloth, must hang over the two sides of the sacred tent to protect the

sides. "Make another cover to go over the tent from red rams’ skins, and a top cover from fine leather hides.

15Make a standing framework from acacia wood for the sacred tent. 1®Each frame is to be five meters long and
three-quarters of a meter wide. 17Make two pegs {at the bottom of} each frame to fasten them together. Make
each frame for the tabernacle this way. ¥®Make 20 frames for the south side of the sacred tent. Make 40 silver
bases to go underneath the 20 frames. Put two bases under each frame and fit their two pegs into the bases. 2%For
the other side—{that is,} the north side—of the sacred tent {make} 20 frames 21and 40 silver bases for them. {Put}
two bases under each frame. 22For the rear of the sacred tent, on the west side, make six frames. 22Make two
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frames for the rear corners of the sacred tent. 2*Match them to each other at the bottom and top. Secure the tops

together with a ring. Do this for both, making them the corner pieces. 2°Make eight frames and 16 silver bases,
two bases under each frame.

26)\Jake crossbars from acacia wood. Make five crossbars for the frames on the {north} side of the sacred tent,
27five crossbars for the frames on the {south} side of the sacred tent, and five crossbars for the frames at the rear
of the sacred tent, the west side. 28The center crossbar, right in the middle of the frames, will reach all the way
from edge to edge. 2?Cover the frames and crossbars with gold. Make the rings for fastening the crossbars to the
frames from gold. 3%Build the sacred tent in the way that I have shown you here on this mountain.

31Make a curtain from fine linen. A skilled craftsman must embroider it with blue, purple, and red yarn, making
designs to represent the winged creatures that are above the sacred chest. 32Suspend the curtain from gold hooks

on four gold-covered posts made from acacia wood. Set each post in a silver base. 33Suspend the curtain from
fasteners {attached to the roof of the sacred tent}. Put the sacred chest behind the curtain. The curtain will

separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place. 34Put the lid on top of the sacred chest in the Most Holy Place.
35put the table and the lampstand on the other side of the curtain on opposite sides from each other. Put the
lampstand on the south side of the sacred tent, and put the table for the sacred bread on the north side. 3®Make a

curtain as the tent entrance. A skilled weaver must make it from fine linen with blue, purple, and red yarn. 37To
hold up this curtain, make five posts from acacia wood. Cover them with gold and fasten gold clasps to them. Also
make a bronze base for each of these posts.

Chapter 27

TMake an altar from acacia wood. Make it square: two and a half meters long on each side and one and a half
meters tall. Z2Make a {projection that looks like a} horn on each of the top corners. Make them from the same block

of wood as the altar. Cover the whole altar with bronze. 3Make all its implements from bronze. Make pans to collect
the ashes from burning the fat, shovels {for cleaning out the ashes}, basins, forks {for turning the meat as it

cooks}, and buckets {for carrying hot coals}. #Make a bronze lattice grating {to hold the wood and burning coals}.
Fasten a bronze ring to each of the four corners of the grate. 3Put the grating under the rim that is around the
altar. Make it so that it is inside the altar, halfway down. ®Make poles for {carrying} the altar from acacia wood and

cover them with bronze. 7Put the poles through the rings on each side of the altar to carry it. 8Make the altar from
boards and make it hollow in the middle. They must make it according to these instructions that I am giving you
here on this mountain.

9Also make a courtyard around the sacred tent with more curtains of fine linen. For the south side, hang 50 meters
of curtain "%from 20 {bronze} posts. {Make} 20 bronze bases for the posts and hooks on them and silver
connectors. 1And likewise for the north side {of the courtyard: hang} 50 meters of curtains from 20 posts, with
their 20 bronze bases, hooks, and silver connectors. 12{Make} a curtain 25 meters long along the west side of the
courtyard. {Support them} with ten posts, with a base under each post. '30n the east side the courtyard must also
be 25 meters wide. {Make} a curtain seven and a half meters long for one side {of the entrance}, with three posts
and bases. 1°{Make} another curtain seven and a half meters long for the other side {of the entrance}, also with

three posts and bases. 16¢Make} a curtain from finely twined linen ten meters wide for the courtyard entrance. A
skilled weaver must embroider it with blue, purple, and red yarn. {Hang it} from four posts, each one with a base

under it. 17Make all the ends of posts around the courtyard have rounded silver ends. Make the clasps from silver,
and the bases from bronze. 8Make the whole courtyard, {from the east entrance to the west end}, 50 meters long
and 25 meters wide, and {the curtains that enclose it} two and a half meters high. Make all the curtains from fine
linen, and all the bases {under the posts} from bronze. 19\vake all the things {that are not made of gold} that are
for use inside the sacred tent {and in the courtyard}, and all the tent pegs to support the sacred tent and the
curtains that form the courtyard from bronze.
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20Command the Israelites to bring you purified oil squeezed from olives, so that the lamp is always burning. 21In
the outer part of the sacred tent, outside the curtain where the sacred chest is, Aaron and his sons must take care
to keep the lamps burning every night from evening to morning for Yahweh. The Israelites must obey this
regulation throughout all future generations.

Chapter 28

THave your older brother Aaron and his sons, Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar, come close to you and away
from the Israelites, so they can be my priests. 2Make holy vestments for your brother Aaron, so {he reflects my}
honor and beauty. 3Talk to all the skilled artisans, those whom I have made excellent at crafting things. Tell them to

make vestments for Aaron to wear when you dedicate him to become a priest to serve me. 4They should make
these vestments: a sacred pouch {for Aaron to wear over his breast}, a sacred apron, a robe, an embroidered tunic,
a turban, and a waistband. They must make these holy vestments so that your older brother Aaron and his sons

can {wear them as they} serve me by doing the work that priests do. The skilled workmen should receive fine linen
and gold, blue, purple, and red thread {to make the vestments}.

5The skilled workmen must make the sacred apron from finely twisted linen. They must skillfully embroider it with
blue, purple, and red thread, and with {fine} gold {thread}. 7It must have two shoulder straps attached on both

edges to connect it together. 8Make a carefully woven belt that matches the sacred apron. Make it from the same
piece of cloth as the apron. (That cloth was finely twisted linen with {skillfully embroidered} blue, purple, red
thread, and {fine} gold {thread}.) Sew it onto the apron.

9Take two onyx stones and carve Jacob's {12} sons’ names on them. 10¢Carve the names} in the order in which

Jacob's sons were born. {Carve} six names on one stone and the other six names on the other stone. Mp gem
cutter should carve these names in the two stones like he is making a signet ring. Then he should mount the

stones in decorative gold settings. "2Fasten the memorial stones onto the shoulder straps of the sacred apron.
Then Aaron will memorialize the names of the 12 tribes of Israel by carrying them on his shoulders whenever he

serves Yahweh. 13Make the decorative settings for the stones from gold. "Make two chains of purified gold by
braiding gold like cords and fasten the cord chains to the decorative settings.

15Make a sacred pouch for decision-making. Make it of the same materials as the sacred apron, and skillfully
embroider it in the same way with gold, blue, purple, and red finely twisted linen. 18Fold the material double so
that it is a square 23 centimeters long and 23 centimeters wide. "7Fasten four rows of valuable stones onto the
pouch. In the first row, put a red ruby, a yellow topaz, and a green emerald. '®Put a green turquoise, a blue
sapphire, and a clear diamond in the second row. '?Put a red jacinth, a white agate, and a purple amethyst in the
third row. 2%Put a yellow beryl, an onyx, and a green jasper in the fourth row. Mount all these stones in decorative

gold settings. 21{A gem cutter should carve} the name of one of the 12 sons of Jacob into each of these stones like
he is making signet rings. These name-stones will represent the 12 tribes of Israel.

22pttach two chains that they made from purified gold and braided like cords to the sacred pouch. 22Make two gold
rings for the sacred pouch and attach them to the pouch’s {upper} corners. 24Fasten one end of each gold cord to
one of the rings on the top corner of the pouch. 2°Fasten the other end of each cord to the two decorative settings

that enclose the stones. Then put those on the front side of the shoulder straps of the sacred apron. 26Make two
more gold rings and attach them to the lower corners of the sacred pouch on the inside edges next to the sacred

apron. 2’Make two more gold rings and attach them to the lower part of the front of the shoulder straps near

where the shoulder straps join the sacred apron just above the sash. 28Tie the rings on the sacred pouch to the
rings on the sacred apron with a blue cord so that the sacred pouch is above the sash and does not come loose
from the sacred apron.

29Therefore, whenever he enters the Holy Place where Yahweh is, Aaron will continually memorialize the names of
the 12 tribes of Israel by carrying them close to his chest, in the sacred pouch for making decisions. 3%Put the
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{things called} Urim and Thummim into the sacred pouch that he uses to know how I judged. In that way, they will
be close to his chest when Aaron comes to talk to me. Aaron must always wear the items that reveal how I judge
the Israelites on his chest when he meets with me.

31Make the robe {that Aaron will wear underneath his} sacred apron from only blue material. 32Make an opening in
the middle through which the priest can put his head. Weave a reinforced border around this opening to keep the

collar from tearing. 33All around the lower edge on the robe, fasten {decorations that look like} pomegranate fruit.

Make them from blue, purple, and red yarn. Also {hang} gold bells in between the pomegranates. 34{So the pattern
will be} one gold bell and then one pomegranate {and then repeat} all the way around the bottom of the robe.

35Whenever Aaron enters or leaves my presence in the Holy Place in the sacred tent for his priestly ministry, he
must wear the robe. I will hear the bells, and he will not die.

36Make a decoration from purified gold and carve into it the words, ‘Dedicated to Yahweh,’ just like carving a signet

ring. 37Fasten this ornament to the front of the turban by a blue cord. 38Aaron must always wear the turban on his
forehead so that I will accept the things that the Israelites dedicate to me. If there is anything wrong with anything
they dedicate to me, Aaron will be guilty instead of the people.

39Weave the long-sleeved tunic from fine linen. Also make the turban from fine linen. A skilled weaver must make
the waistband. 4°Make long-sleeved tunics, waistbands, and caps for Aaron’s sons so {they reflect my} honor and

beauty. 4'Put these clothes on your older brother Aaron and on his sons. Then consecrate them and authorize
them to be my priests by anointing them {with olive oil}.

42\1ake linen undershorts for them. The undershorts should extend from their waists to their thighs in order that

no one can see their genitalia. *Aaron and his sons must always wear those undershorts when they enter the
sacred tent or when they come near to the altar to offer sacrifices in the Holy Place. In this way, they will not be
guilty, and they will not die.

Aaron and all his male descendants must obey this rule forever.

Chapter 29

Do the following things to dedicate Aaron and his sons to serve me by being priests. Select one young bull and
two rams that do not have any defects. 2Also, using finely ground wheat flour, bake these all without yeast: {plain}
bread, soft bread with olive oil in it, and thin wafers with oil on the outside. 3Put them in a basket. Bring the basket
with the bread in it, the young bull, and the two rams {to me}. 4Take Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the
sacred tent and wash them with water. 5Then put the vestments on Aaron—the long-sleeved tunic, the robe under

the sacred apron, the sacred apron, and the sacred pouch. Tie the sacred apron onto him with its sash. ®Put the
turban on his head, and fasten to the turban the sacred ornament {that has the words ‘Dedicated to Yahweh’

engraved on it}. 7Then take the anointing oil and pour some on his head to dedicate him. 8Then bring his sons and

put the long-sleeved tunics on them. °Tie the sashes around Aaron and his sons’ waists and secure the caps on
their heads. This is an eternal law: they are the priests. You will authorize them for this.

19Then bring the young bull to the front of the sacred tent. While Aaron and his sons put their hands on the head
of the young bull, sacrifice the young bull {by slitting its throat} before Yahweh {outside} the entrance to the
sacred tent {and catch the blood in a bowl}. 12Take some of that blood with your finger and smear it on the

projections of the altar. Pour the rest of the blood at the bottom of the altar. '*Take all the fat that covers the inner
organs of the young bull, the fatty covering of the liver, and both kidneys with the fat on them. Burn all these on

the altar until they are completely gone. But you must burn the meat of the young bull and its hide and intestines
on a fire outside the camp. {Sacrificing} the bull purifies {the altar}.

155elect one of the rams. While Aaron and his sons put their hands on its head, kil the ram {by slitting its throat}.
Catch the blood and sprinkle it all over the altar. "7 Then cut the ram into pieces. Wash its inner organs and its legs,
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and put those with the head and the rest of the body parts '8on the altar. Then completely burn it all. That will be a
burnt offering to me, Yahweh, and the fire’s smell will please me.

19Take the other ram. While Aaron and his sons put their hands on its head, 2%ill the ram {by slitting its throat}.
Catch the blood. Smear some of the blood on the bottom portion of Aaron’s and his sons’ right ears, on their right
thumbs, and on the big toes on their right feet. Throw the rest of the blood against the four sides of the altar.

21wipe up some of the blood that is on the altar, mix it with some of the oil for anointing, and sprinkle it on Aaron
and his clothes, and on his sons and their clothes. By doing this, you will dedicate them and their clothes to me.

22)1s0, cut off the ram’'s fat: its fat tail, and the fat that covers the inner organs, the fatty covering of the liver, the
two kidneys with the fat on them, and the right thigh. (This ram is for making holy {Aaron and his sons, who will be

my priests}.) 23Finally, from the basket of bread that they baked without yeast (the one that you brought to me),
take a {plain} round loaf, a piece of soft bread with oil in it, and a thin wafer {with oil on the outside}. 24pyt all these

things into the hands of Aaron and his sons. Then tell them to lift them up high to dedicate them to me. 25Then
take them from their hands and completely burn them on the altar, on top of the burnt offering. That also will be a

fire offering to me, and its smell will please me. 26Then take the breast of the ram for making Aaron holy and lift it

up high to dedicate it to me. But then this part of the animal will be for you to eat. 2’Set these apart from the ram
for making holy {Aaron and his sons as my priests}: the breast that you lifted high to dedicate to me and the thigh
that you presented to me. These are for Aaron and his sons. 28This custom will continue forever. Whenever the
Israelites bring offerings to show they are friends with me, the breast and the thigh of animals that they present to
me will be for Aaron and his male descendants to eat.

2pfter Aaron {dies}, the sacred vestments that he wore will belong to his male descendants. They will wear them

when {a leader} anoints them to authorize them to be priests. 3®Aaron’s descendant who becomes high priest after
him and enters the sacred tent and performs rituals in the Holy Place must wear these vestments for seven days.

317ake the breast and thigh of the ram that they sacrificed to make Aaron and his sons holy, and boil it in a location
set aside for that. 32{After it is cooked,} Aaron and his sons must eat the meat, along with the bread that is left in

the basket, at the entrance to the sacred tent. 33They will eat these things from the offering that made them holy
by covering their sins when they became priests. But no one else can eat these things, because they are reserved

for the priests. 34If any of the holy meat or bread is left over in the morning, you must completely burn it. Do not
eat any of it, because it is sacred.

35Do all this to Aaron and his sons just as I have told you. You will prepare them for seven days. 36Sacrifice a
{young} bull to purify {the altar} each of those days. That will ceremonially cleanse the altar by covering the altar’s

imperfections. You must also pour {olive oil} over the altar to dedicate it {to Yahweh}. 37 After you cover the altar for
seven days you will have made it holy. It will be so very holy that it will make anything that touches it holy too.

38you must also perpetually sacrifice two one-year-old lambs per day on the altar. 3®You must sacrifice one lamb in
the morning and the other around twilight. 40with the first lamb, also {offer} two liters of finely ground wheat flour
mixed with a liter of the best kind of olive oil, and one liter of wine as a drink-offering. 4'In the evening, when you
sacrifice the other lamb, offer the same amounts of flour, olive oil, and wine as you did in the morning. This will be
an offering to me, Yahweh, that they will burn, and its smell will please me.

42you and your descendants must continue making these offerings to me, Yahweh, throughout all future
generations. You must offer them at the entrance to the sacred tent. That is where I will meet with you and speak

to you. 43That is where I will meet with the Israelites, and the brilliant light of my presence will cause that place to
be holy. 441 will dedicate the sacred tent and the altar. I will also dedicate Aaron and his sons to be my priests. 451

will live with the Israelites, and I will be their God. 46They will know that I, Yahweh their God, am the one who
brought them out of Egypt in order that I might live among them. I am Yahweh, the God whom they worship.
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Chapter 30

TMake an altar from acacia wood for burning incense. 2It is to be square, one-half meter on each side. It is to be
one meter high. Make {projections that look like} horns on the same block of wood as the altar. 3Cover the top and

the four sides, including the projections, with pure gold. Put a gold molding all around it. #“Make two gold rings and
attach them to the altar below the molding, one on each side of the altar. These rings are to hold the poles for

carrying the altar. Make these two poles from acacia wood and cover them with gold. 8Put this incense altar
outside the curtain that hangs in front of the sacred chest. (The chest that has a lid covering the stone slabs, where
I will talk with you.)

7Aaron must burn sweet-smelling incense on this altar. He must burn some every morning when he takes care of
the lamps, 8and he must burn some in the evening when he lights the lamps. Always keep incense burning for me
throughout all future generations. ?Do not burn on the altar any incense that I have not told you to burn, or burn

any animal on it, or any flour offering for me, nor pour any wine on it as an offering. '%0nce a year, Aaron must
take the purifying blood from the annual sacrifice that covers up the bad things people do and put it on the
projections on the altar to cover the altar’s flaws. {Each high priest} will cover the altar's flaws{this way} throughout
all future generations. The altar will be very holy, dedicated to me, Yahweh.”

Myahweh said to Moses, 12"Whenever {your leaders} count to find out how many Israelites there are, each man
who {they} count must pay a price to me to save his life. This is so I do not cause the people to become sick and die

when {the leaders} count them. 13When a man walks by a leader so he can count him he must pay {silver} that
weighs half of a standard weight. (Use the official tabernacle weight standard, which is about 11 grams.) This half-

weight {of silver} is an offering to me, Yahweh. "Every man who is at least 20 years old must pay this amount to

me, Yahweh, when he walks by a leader so the leader can count him. '5Rich men must not pay more than this
amount, and poor men must not pay less than this amount when they pay this money to me, Yahweh, to save their

lives. %Take the life-saving money from the Israelites and use it for work on the sacred tent. It will remind me,
Yahweh, that the Israelites have paid money to save their lives.”

17yahweh said to Moses, '8“Make a bronze washbasin and a bronze base for it. Put it between the sacred tent and

the altar and fill it with water. 1°Aaron and his sons must wash their hands and their feet in the basin. 2°They must
wash with water before they enter the sacred tent so they will not die. Before they come to the altar to burn

offerings as sacrifices to me, Yahweh, 2'they must wash their hands and their feet so that they will not die. This will
be a ritual for them and every generation of men descended from Aaron for all time.”

22yahweh said to Moses, 23“Collect to yourself some of the finest spices—six kilograms of liquid myrrh, and then

half that much: three kilograms of sweet-smelling cinnamon, three kilograms of a sweet-smelling cane, 24and six
kilograms of cassia. {Weigh everything} according to the tabernacle standard. Also, {collect} four liters of olive oil.

25Make a sacred oil for anointing with these ingredients. A perfume mixer must mix this mixed perfume. It will be a

sacred oil for anointing. 26Use this oil to anoint the sacred tent, the sacred chest, ?’the table and all the things that
the priests use with it, the lampstand and all the things that the priests use to take care of it, the altar for burning

incense, 28and the altar for burning sacrifices, and all the things that the priests use with it, and the washbasin and

its base. 2%{In that way,} you will dedicate those items to me. They will be so very holy that they will make anything
that touches them holy too.

30pedicate Aaron and his sons to be my priests by anointing them. 31Tell the Israelites, ‘This oil will be my sacred oil

for anointing throughout all future generations. 32You must not pour it on the bodies of people {who are not
priests}, and you must not make other oil to be like it by mixing those same things. This oil is reserved for me, and

you must consider it sacred. 33You must drive out from Israel anyone who makes a perfume like this or who puts it
on anyone who is not a priest.”

34yahweh also said to Moses, “Collect equal parts of several sweet spices: stacte, onycha, galbanum, and pure
frankincense. 33A perfume mixer must mix these, along with salt, into a perfumed incense. It will be clean and
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sacred. 3®Beat some of it into a fine powder. Then take some of it into the sacred tent and set it in front of the

sacred chest where I meet you. You all must consider this incense to be very sacred. 3’The people must not mix the
same spices to make this incense for themselves. They must consider this incense sacred, only for me, Yahweh.

38you must drive out from Israel anyone who makes a perfume like this.”

Chapter 31

1Yahweh said to Moses, 2"Pay attention. I have chosen a man named Bezalel, son of Uri and grandson of Hur, from
the tribe descended from Judah. 31 will cause my spirit to teach him to know how to make all kinds of fine goods
wisely and intelligently. #He can engrave skillful designs in gold, silver, and bronze. He can cut jewels and enclose

them in tiny gold settings. He can carve things from wood and do other skilled work. 8Pay attention! I have also
appointed Oholiab son of Ahisamach, from the tribe of Dan, to work with him. I have also given special ability to

other skilled men in order that they can make all the things that I have commanded you to make. “Those things
include: The sacred tent; the sacred chest with its lid on top of it; all the other things that will be inside the sacred

tent, 8the table and all the things that the priests use with it, the pure {gold} lampstand and all the things that the
priests use to take care of it, the altar for burning incense, ®the altar for burning sacrifices and all the things the
priests use with it, and the washbasin with its base; 1%he beautiful, sacred vestments for Aaron and his sons to

wear when they work as priests; 11the oil for anointing, and the sweet-smelling incense for the Holy Place. The
craftsmen must make all these things exactly as I have told you that they should do.”

12yahweh said to Moses, '3“Tell the Israelites, ‘Constantly obey {my instructions regarding} the Sabbath days {for
rest}. Those days will remind me and you and your descendants, throughout all future generations, that I, Yahweh,

have dedicated you {to be my people}. 1You must obey my rules about the Sabbath days for rest, because you
must regard them as dedicated to me. You must kill people who disrespect these days by working on them. You

must remove them from Israel. 13You may work for six days {each week}, but the seventh day {of each week} is a
solemn Sabbath-rest day, dedicated to me, Yahweh. You must execute anyone who does any work on a Sabbath

day {of rest}. 16The Israelites must respect the Sabbath {days of rest}, and rest on them throughout all future

generations. This agreement never ends ’between me and the Israelites. It will remind you forever that I, Yahweh,
created the heavens and the earth in six days, and on the seventh day I stopped doing that work and recuperated.”

18When Yahweh finished talking with Moses on the top of Mount Sinai, he gave him the two stone slabs on which
he had engraved his commandments with his own fingers.

Chapter 32

TMoses stayed on top of the mountain for a long time. When the people saw that he was not returning, they went
to Aaron and said to him, “Get up and make us gods who will lead us on our journey. We do not know what
happened to that man Moses, who brought us here out of Egypt.”

2Aaron replied, “Take your wives’ and your children’s gold earrings from them, and bring them to me.” 350 the

people took off all their own gold earrings and brought them to Aaron. #After he received the gold, he {melted it in
a fire.} He molded the softened gold and made {a statue that looked like} a young bull. The people {saw it and}
said, “This is the Israelite god who rescued us from Egypt!”

SWhen Aaron saw {how the people reacted}, he built an altar in front of the bull. Then he announced, “Tomorrow

we will have a celebration to {honor} Yahweh!” 5o early the next morning the people {killed animals} and burnt
them as sacrifices on the altar. They also brought sacrifices to restore fellowship with others. Then they sat down to
eat and to drink {wine}. Then they got up and partied.

7Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Go down from the mountain, because your people, the ones that you brought up
here from Egypt, are acting perversely! 8They have already stopped obeying my commands about how to live. From
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melted gold, they have made a statue {that looks like} a young bull. They have worshiped it and offered sacrifices
to it. They are saying, ‘This is the Israelite god who rescued us from Egypt!” °Then Yahweh said to Moses, “I have

been observing these people. Look at how obstinate they are. 1%Because of this, I am very angry with them, so I am
going to destroy them. Do not try to stop me! Then I will cause you {and your descendants} to become a great
nation.”

1But Moses pleaded with his God, Yahweh, and said, “Yahweh, please do not be angry with your people. These are

the people whom you saved from Egypt with great power and mighty works! '2{If you destroy them} the Egyptians
will say that you had a wicked plan. {They will say} you led the Israelites out to the mountains to kill them and to

remove them entirely from the earth. Stop being angry and relent from punishing your people. '3Recall your
servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. You solemnly promised them, ‘I will enable you to have as many descendants
as the stars that are in the sky. I will give those descendants all this land that I am talking about. It will be their land

forever.” 1450 Yahweh relented. He did not punish his people as he had said he would do.

15Then Moses turned around and went down the mountain. He was carrying in his hands the two stone slabs on
which Yahweh had inscribed his commandments. He had inscribed on both sides of the slabs, both front and back.

16As for the slabs, God had made them. As for the inscription, God had inscribed it. He had engraved on the slabs.

17Joshua heard the sound of the people shouting. So he said to Moses, “There is a noise in the camp that sounds
like the noise of a battle!”

188yt Moses said,

“That is not a victory shout;
or a defeated cry.

I hear singing!”

19As soon as Moses came close to the camp and saw the statue of the bull and the people dancing, he became very
angry. He flung the stone slabs down {onto the ground} at the base of the mountain, and they broke completely.

20Then he took the statue of the bull that they had made and melted it in the fire. {When it cooled,} he ground it
into fine powder. Then he threw the powder on top of the water and forced the Israelites to drink it.

21Then Moses said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you that you caused them to sin so much?”

22paron replied, “Please do not be angry with me, my lord. You know how likely these people are to do wicked
things. 23They said to me, ‘Make us a god to lead us because we do not know what has happened to that Moses

guy who brought us out of Egypt! 24So I said to them, ‘Everyone who is wearing {pieces of} gold {jewelry} should
take them off.’ So they {took them off and} gave them to me. I threw them into the fire, and out came this statue of
a young bull!”

25Moses saw that Aaron had allowed the people to act wildly, so that their enemies would laugh at them. 2650 he
stood at the entrance to the camp and shouted, “Everyone who is loyal to Yahweh, come close to me!” All the men

in the tribe of Levi gathered around him. 27Then he said to them, “Yahweh, the God of the Israelites, commands
that every one of you should fasten your sword to your side, and then go through the camp from this entrance to
the other one and back again. Each one of you must kill the {unfaithful} men, {even if} they are your brother, your

friend, or your neighbor.” 26The men in the tribe of Levi did what Moses told them to do. They killed 3, 000 Israelite

men that day. 29\joses said {to the men in the tribe of Levi}, “Because each of you {killed} even your own son and
brother, Yahweh has consecrated and blessed you today.”

30The next day, Moses said to the people, “You have sinned very greatly. But I will now climb up the mountain

{again} to {talk with} Yahweh. Perhaps I can {persuade him to} forgive you for sinning {like this}.” 3150 Moses went
back up {the mountain} and said to Yahweh, “These people sinned very greatly when they made for themselves a

10971774



Exodus Exodus 33

gold idol {and worshiped it}! Please, 32if you would, forgive them for their sin now. But if you will not forgive them,
please erase my name from the book in which you have written {your people’s names}.”

33gut Yahweh said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me, I will erase their names from that book. 3*Now, go
lead the Israelites to the place I told you about! Watch for my angel going in front of you. However, sometime I will
come and I will punish them for how they sinned.”

35Later Yahweh caused the people to become sick because they had made Aaron make the bull idol.

Chapter 33

1Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Get up and go from here with the people whom you led out of Egypt. Go to the land
that I promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that I would give to their descendants. 2I will send my angel ahead of

you, and I will remove the people descended from Canaan, Amor, Heth, Periz, Hiv, and Jebus from that land. 3You
will go to a land that will be very good for raising livestock and growing crops. But I will not go with you myself,
because if I did that, I might annihilate you while you are traveling, because you are very obstinate people.”

4-Syahweh told Moses to tell the Israelites, “You are very stubborn. If  were to go with you for even a moment, I
would kill you. Now take off your fine things {to show that you are sorry for sinning}. Then I will decide if I will
punish you.” When the people heard that Yahweh spoke harshly, they were sorry, and no one wore fancy things.

5From Mount Sinai on, the Israelites took off and left off all their fine things.

7{Until they built the sacred tent,} Moses set up a tent outside the camp, far away. He called it “the tent of
meeting.” Everyone who wanted Yahweh to decide something for them would go out of the camp to the tent of

meeting. 8Whenever Moses went out to the tent of meeting, all the people would stand at their own tent entrances
and watch him until he had walked into the tent of meeting. *Whenever Moses went into the tent of meeting, the

tall cloud would come down and stay at the tent entrance, and then {Yahweh} would talk with Moses. 10When the
people saw the tall cloud standing at the entrance to the tent of meeting, they would all bow to worship Yahweh at

their own tent entrances. Yahweh would speak directly to Moses like someone speaks to his friend. Then Moses
would return to the camp. But his young helper, Joshua son of Nun, would stay in the tent of meeting.

12Moses said to Yahweh, “Please pay attention. You told me to lead the Israelites {to the land that you will show
me}. But you have not told me whom you will send {to help} me! You also said that you know me well and that you

are pleased with me. 3So now, if you are truly pleased with me, I ask you, please tell me the things that you are
going to do in order that I may know you better and continue to please you. Please remember that the Israelites
are the people whom you chose to belong to you.”

14yahweh replied, “I will go with you and relieve you.”

15Moses replied to Yahweh, “If you do not go {with me}, do not make us leave this place. '®The only way that others
will know that you are pleased with me and with your people is if you go with us! If you go with us, it will show that
we are different from all the other nations on the earth.”

17yahweh replied to Moses, “I will do what you have asked, because I know you well and I am pleased with you.”
18Then Moses said, “Please let me see how glorious you are.”

19yahweh replied, “I will display to you how good I am and tell you {what} my name Yahweh {means}. I will act
kindly to anyone I choose, and I will act mercifully to anyone I choose. 2°But you cannot see my face, because
anyone who sees my face will die. 2'But look! Here is a place close to me where you can stand on a large rock.
22\When my glorious {light} goes by you, I will put you in a large hole in the rock and cover you with my hand until T
have gone by you. 22Then I will take my hand away, and you will see my back, but you will not see my face.”
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Chapter 34

Tyahweh kept talking to Moses, “Cut two slabs of stone like the first slabs, the ones that you smashed. Then I will
write the same thing on them as was on the first slabs. 2Get ready tomorrow morning, and come up and stand
before me at the top of Mount Sinai. 3Do not allow anyone to come up with you. I do not want anyone else to be

anywhere on the mountain. Do not even allow any sheep or cattle to eat grass near the mountain.” 450 Moses cut
two slabs of stone like the first ones. He rose early the next morning, picked up the slabs, and carried them in his
hands up to the top of Mount Sinai, as Yahweh had told him.

3Then Yahweh came down in the tall cloud and stood there with Moses. Then Yahweh called out his name,
“Yahweh.” 8Yahweh passed in front of him and called out, “I am Yahweh God. I always act mercifully and kindly

toward people, and I do not get angry quickly. I abundantly love and faithfully do what I promise for my people. 71
abundantly love people for thousands of generations. I forgive people for doing wrong, transgressing, and sinning.
But I will certainly punish the guilty. If people do wrong, I cause that to affect their descendants, down to the third
and fourth generation.”

8Quickly Moses bowed low down on the ground and worshiped Yahweh. °He said, “My Lord, if you are now pleased
with me, I ask that you go with us. These people are very stubborn, but forgive us for all our sins, and accept us as
the people who belong to you forever.”

10vahweh replied, “Pay attention! I am going to remind you of what I agreed with the Israelites. {As for me,} I will
perform great miracles. These will be miracles that no one has ever done on the earth in any people group. Every
nation around them will see the great things that I, Yahweh, will do. I will do things for you all that will make

everyone revere me. ""Obey what I am about to command you today. I will surely force the Amor, Canaan, Heth,
Periz, Hiv, and Jebus people groups to leave the land for you.

12Be careful that you do not agree to live peacefully with any of the people who live in the land into which you are

going. If you do that, {you will begin to do the evil things that they do.} It will be like falling into a trap. 13Rather,
you must tear down their altars, destroy their idols, and cut down the poles that they use to worship Asherah.

14(Do that} because you must not worship any other god, because I, Yahweh, am passionate for people to

recognize that I am the only true God, like a husband is passionate for his wife to love only him. 1>{Again,} do not
agree to live peacefully with any of the people who live in the land, because when they worship their gods and
offer sacrifices to them, they will invite you to join them. Then you will {be unfaithful to me and sin by} eating the

food that they sacrifice to their gods. 18Then you will {sin by} having some of their women to be wives for your
sons. These women will worship their own gods. They will also make your sons be unfaithful to me by worshiping
those gods.

17Do not make your own gods by pouring melted metal into statue molds.

18Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread the way that I commanded you: eat unleavened bread for seven days in
the month called Aviv. I set this time because Aviv is the month when you left Egypt.

19Al11 your firstborn sons belong to me. All the firstborn males of your domesticated animals, cows, sheep, and

goats, belong to me. 2%In the case of a firstborn donkey, you must buy it back by killing a lamb instead of it. If you
do not buy it back, you must kill the donkey by breaking its neck. You must buy back every one of your firstborn
sons. Do not come to worship me without bringing an offering.

21work six days {each week}, but on the seventh day you must rest. Even during the times when you are plowing
the ground or harvesting your crops, you must rest on the seventh day.

22{In the spring,} when you begin to harvest the first wheat crop, have the Celebration of Weeks, and at the end of
the year have the Finished Harvest Celebration. 23Three times every year, all the men must gather together to
worship me, the Lord Yahweh, the Israelite’s God. 24Surely, I will force the people groups to leave the land you are
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going to, and I will make your territory larger. No one will want {to try to conquer} your country while the men
come to worship Yahweh your God for these three festivals each year.

25Do not sacrifice bread you made with yeast along with blood from an animal sacrifice. Do not keep until the next
morning any part of the animals you sacrificed at the Passover celebration.

26{Each year, when you harvest your crops,} take the best of what you harvest first, go to the place where you
worship me, and give it to me, Yahweh your God.

{When you kill} a young animal, do not cook it by boiling it in its mother’s milk.”

27yahweh said to Moses, “Write down the words that I have told you. By giving you these commands, I have made

an agreement with you and with the Israelites.” 2Moses was there {on the top of the mountain} with Yahweh for
40 days and nights. During that time he did not eat or drink anything. He engraved on the stone slabs the words of
the Ten Commandments which were part of Yahweh’s solemn agreement.

29\When Moses came back down from Mount Sinai he was carrying the two stone slabs on which he had written the
Ten Commandments. His face was very bright from talking to Yahweh, but he did not know it. 3®When Aaron and

the Israelites saw Moses, they were amazed that his face was bright, and were afraid to approach him. 3'But Moses
summoned them, and Aaron and the other Israelite leaders came back to him, and he talked with them.

32pfterwards, all the Israelites came near, and Moses told them all that Yahweh had commanded him on Mount
Sinai. 33When Moses finished talking to the people, he covered his face with a thin cloth.

34Whenever Moses entered the tent of meeting to talk with Yahweh, he would remove the cloth. When he came

back out, he would always tell the Israelite people everything that Yahweh had commanded him to tell them. 33The
Israelites would see that Moses’ face was still bright. Then he would put the cloth on his face again until the next
time that he went to talk with Yahweh.

Chapter 35

TMoses gathered all the Israelites together and said to them, “This is what Yahweh has commanded you to do.
2(Each week} you may work for six days, but on the seventh day, you must rest. It is a sacred day for you, dedicated

to Yahweh. You must execute anyone who does any work on the seventh day. 3Do not light a fire in your homes on
the rest days.”

4Moses also said to all the gathered Israelites, “This is what Yahweh has commanded: 5Everyone who wants to
should bring Yahweh a gift. They should bring these sorts of gifts to Yahweh: gold, silver, or bronze, ®{cloth dyed}
blue, {cloth dyed} purple, {cloth dyed} bright red, fine linen, {cloth made from} goats’ hair, 7red ram skins, fine
leather hides, hard wood from acacia trees, &{olive} oil to burn in the lamps, spices to put in the {olive} oil for

anointing {the priests}, and spices to put in the sweet-smelling incense, 2onyx stones and other expensive stones
to fasten to the priest's sacred apron and to put on the chest pouch that is on the apron.

1041 the skilled workmen among you should come and make all the things that Yahweh has commanded {you to
make}: Mthe sacred tent with the inner tent; its covering, fasteners, frames, crossbars, posts, and bases; 12the
sacred chest with its poles and its lid, the curtain that will separate the Holy Place from the Very Holy Place, 13the
table with the poles for carrying it and all its utensils, the sacred bread to present before God, "#the lampstand for

making light with its implements and lamps, the oil {to burn} for light, 1>the altar for {burning} incense and the
poles {for carrying the altar}, the oil for anointing and the sweet-smelling incense, the curtain for the entrance of

the sacred tent, 'the altar for burning sacrifices and its bronze grating, the poles {for carrying the altar}, and all its
implements, the washbasin and its base, 17the curtains to surround the courtyard and the posts and bases {for the
posts to support the curtains}; the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard; '8the pegs and ropes for the sacred

11271774



Exodus Exodus 36

tent and its courtyard, 1°the beautiful, sacred vestments for Aaron and his sons to wear when they work as priests
in the Holy Place.”

20Then all the Israelites left from where they had gathered {to listen} to Moses. 2'Everyone who wished to bring a
gift to Yahweh did so. They brought things to make the sacred tent, all the other items for rituals, and the sacred

vestments for the priests. 22All the men and women who wished to brought necklaces, earrings, rings, gold

ornaments—all sorts of things made from gold. Then they lifted them up high to dedicate them to Yahweh. 2>Many
people who had blue, purple, or bright red {cloth}, or fine linen, or {cloth made from} goats’ hair, or red rams' skins,

or fine leather hides brought some of these things. 24Everyone who {desired to} offer silver or bronze gifts brought

them to Yahweh. Anyone owning wood from acacia trees brought it for any part of the building work. 2°All the
women who were skilled {at making cloth} brought blue, purple, or red woolen yarn and fine linen thread that they

had made by hand-spinning. 28All the skilled women who wanted to made {thread} from goats’ hair by spinning.
27The leaders brought onyx stones and other fine stones for fastening to {Aaron’s} sacred apron and sacred pouch,

283nd spices and oil to use for the lamps, anointing oil, and sweet-smelling incense. 2?All the Israelite men and
women who wanted to bring these things freely offered them to Yahweh for doing the work that he had
commanded Moses tell them to do.

30Moses said to the Israelites, “Listen carefully. Yahweh has chosen a man named Bezalel, son of Uri and grandson
of Hur, from the tribe descended from Judah. 31Yahweh has caused his Spirit to teach him to know how to make all

kinds of fine goods wisely and intelligently. 3?He can engrave skillful designs in gold, silver, and bronze. 33He can
cut jewels and enclose them in tiny gold settings. He can carve things from wood and do other inventive, skilled

work. 34Yahweh has also made Bezalel and Oholiab son of Ahisamak, from the tribe of Dan, able to teach {others

what they do}. 3He has enabled them to skillfully do all kinds of crafts-work—those who create artistic things,
those who embroider designs using blue, purple, or red woolen yarn with linen cloth, and those who make the
cloth. They are able to plan and do many kinds of artistic work.

Chapter 36

1Bezalel and Oholiab will do this work along with all the other skillful people. Yahweh has made them skillful and
able to know how to follow his instructions to build the sacred place.”

250 Moses summoned Bezalel and Oholiab and all the other people that Yahweh had made skillful who wished to
come do some of the work. 3They took all the gifts for building the sacred tent from Moses that the Israelites had
brought to him. But the Israelites continued gladly bringing more gifts every morning. 4As a result, each and every
skillful craftsman who was working to make the sacred tent left their work and came to Moses. >The craftsmen told

him, “The Israelites are bringing many times more than we need to build as Yahweh has commanded us!” 6So
Moses told them to proclaim a message throughout the camp, “Everyone should stop making and bringing

material gifts for the sacred tent!” So the people stopped bringing gifts. “They had more than enough materials for
all the work.

8All the most skilled men among the workmen made the sacred tent, using ten long strips of finely twisted linen. A
skilled craftsman took blue, purple, and red thread, and embroidered these strips with designs that represent the

winged creatures that are above the chest. °Each strip was 14. 5 meters long and two meters wide. They were all
the same size. 1%He sewed five strips together {as one set}, and sewed the other five strips together {as another
set}. MFor each set, he made loops of blue cloth and fastened them along the outer edge of the strip, at the end of
each set. 12He put 50 loops on the edge of the first set, and 50 loops at the edge of the second set so that the loops

were opposite each other. 1*He made 50 gold fasteners and fastened both of the sets together with them to make
the sacred tent one unit.

14He made a cover for the sacred tent from 11 pieces of cloth made from goats' hair. °Each of the 11 pieces of
cloth was the same dimensions: 15 meters long and two meters wide. 1®He sewed five of these pieces of cloth
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together {to make one set}, and he sewed the other six pieces of cloth together {to make another set}. 17He made
{100 loops of blue cloth,} and fastened 50 of them to the outer edge of a set and fastened 50 to the outer edge of

the other set. 18He made 50 bronze clasps for connecting the tent into one big piece. 1°He made another cover
from red rams' skins to go over the tent, and a top cover from fine leather hides.

20He made a standing framework from acacia wood for the sacred tent. 2'Each frame was five meters long and
three-quarters of a meter wide. 22He made two pegs {at the bottom of} each frame to fasten them together. He

made each frame for the tabernacle this way. 22He made 20 frames for the south side of the sacred tent. 2He
made 40 silver bases to go underneath the 20 frames. He put two bases under each frame and fit their two pegs

into the bases. 25For the other side—{that is,} the north side—of the sacred tent he made 20 frames 26and 40 silver
bases for them. {They put} two bases under each frame. 2’For the rear of the sacred tent, on the west side, he

made six frames. 28They made two frames for the rear corners of the sacred tent. 2°He matched them to each
other at the bottom and top. He secured the tops together with a ring. He did this for both, making them the

corner pieces. 3°He made eight frames and 16 silver bases, two bases under each frame.

314e made crossbars from acacia wood. He made five crossbars for the frames on the {north} side of the sacred
tent, 3%five crossbars for the frames on the {south} side of the sacred tent, and five crossbars for the frames at the
rear of the sacred tent, on the west. 33He made the center crossbar; right in the middle of the frames, reach all the

way from edge to edge. 34He covered the frames and crossbars with gold. He made the rings for fastening the
crossbars to the frames from gold.

35He made a curtain from fine linen. A skilled craftsman embroidered it with blue, purple, and red yarn, making
designs to represent the winged creatures that are above the sacred chest. 3®He made four posts from acacia
wood for the curtain. He covered them and their hooks with gold. He formed four silver bases for the posts. 3’He

made a curtain as the tent entrance. A skilled weaver made it from fine linen with blue, purple, and red yarn. 38{He
also made} five posts with hooks on them. He covered the tops of the posts and their connectors with gold and
{made} a bronze base for each of those posts.

Chapter 37

Then Bezalel made the sacred chest from acacia wood. He made it 125 centimeters long, 75 centimeters wide, and
75 centimeters high. 2He covered the chest with pure gold inside and outside and made a gold molding for all
around it. 3He made four rings from gold and fastened them to the four legs of the chest. He put two of the rings
on each side of the chest. He made two poles from acacia wood, and covered them with gold. 5He put the poles
into the rings on the sides of the chest so that {the Levites} could carry it. ®He made a lid for the chest from pure
gold. It was 125 centimeters long and 75 centimeters wide. ’He hammered {a large lump of} gold into the form of
two creatures that have wings for the two ends of the lid. 8He made the winged creatures {from the gold} from

each end of the sacred chest’s lid, one at one end and the other at the other end. °The creature’s wings spread out
and reached up to cover the lid. They faced each other, facing the chest’s lid that was between them.

104e made a table from acacia wood. It was one meter long, one-half of a meter wide, and three-quarters of a
meter high. ""He covered the table with pure gold and put a gold molding all around it. "?He made a rim all around
it, eight centimeters wide, and made a gold molding around the rim. '*He molded four rings from gold. He
fastened them to the four corners of the table. Each ring was close to each table leg "near the rim. They held
poles for carrying the table. 1>He made two poles from acacia wood and covered them with gold. They were for
carrying the table. ®He made all the utensils for the table from pure gold—dishes, cups, bowls, and jars {for the
priests to use} to pour out {wine to offer to Yahweh}. 77He made the lampstand from pure gold. He hammered
{one large lump of gold} to make its base and its shaft. He made the cups, with the flower buds and petals {that
decorate them}, from that same lump. 18There were six branches on the lampstand, three on each side of the
shaft. 1°Each branch had three gold cups that looked like almond flowers on it. The flowers had buds and petals. It
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was the same for all six branches of the lampstand. 2°0n {the shaft of} the lampstand there were four cups that

also looked like almond blossoms, each one with flower buds and petals. 2'He made one flower bud beneath every
two branches. He attached it to each pair of branches {as if they were growing} from it. He made all six lampstand

branches like this. 22He hammered all these buds and branches{, along with the shaft,} from one {large lump} of
pure gold. 22He made from pure gold: seven lamps, tongs {to remove the burned wicks}, and trays {in which to put
the burned wicks}. 2*He used 33 kilograms of pure gold to make the lampstand, the tongs, and the trays.

25He made the altar for burning incense from acacia wood. It was square, one-half meter on each side and one
meter high. There were {projections that looked like} horns on the same block of wood as the altar. 26He covered

the top and the four sides, including the projections, with pure gold. He put a gold molding all around it. 2’He
made two gold rings and attached them to the altar below the molding, one on each side of the altar. These rings

were to hold the poles for carrying the altar. 22He made those two poles from acacia wood and covered them with
gold. 2°He made the sacred oil for anointing and the pure sweet-smelling incense. A perfumer mixed the incense
together.

Chapter 38

1Bezalel made the altar for burning sacrifices from acacia wood. It was square, two and a half meters long on each
side, and one and a half meters tall. 2He made a {projection that looks like a} horn on each of the top corners from

the same block of wood as the altar. He covered the whole altar with bronze. 3He made all the implements for the
altar: the pans, shovels, basins, forks for working with cooking meat, and buckets for carrying hot coals. He made

all of these implements from bronze. #He made a bronze lattice grating {to hold the wood and burning coals}. He
put the grating under the rim {that was around the altar}. He made it so that it was inside the altar, halfway down.

SHe molded four bronze rings in which to put the poles for the lattice and fastened them to its four corners. ®He

made the poles from acacia wood and covered them with bronze. 7He put the poles for carrying the altar through
the rings on each side of the altar. He made the altar from boards; it was hollow in the middle.

8He made the bronze washbasin and the bronze base for it. The bronze was from the mirrors that belonged to the
women who worked at the entrance of the sacred tent.

9He made a courtyard {around the sacred tent}. On the south side, he hung a fine linen curtain 50 meters long

1%rom 20 {bronze} posts that had 20 bronze bases for the posts and hooks on them and silver connectors. "1For
the north side {of the courtyard}, he hung 50 meters of curtains from 20 posts, each with their bronze bases,

hooks, and silver connectors. 12For the west side {of the courtyard}, he hung 25 meters of curtains from ten posts,
each with their bases, hooks, and silver connectors. 13The east side also was 25 meters wide. 14{He made} a curtain

seven and a half meters long for one side {of the entrance}, with three posts and bases. 150n the other side,
opposite from the entrance to the courtyard, {he made} a curtain seven and a half meters long, also with three

posts and bases. '6There were fine linen curtains all around the courtyard. All the posts’ bases were bronze. They
covered the tops with silver. The pillars’ hooks and loops were silver. The ends of the courtyard's pillars had a

rounded silver finish. 18For the entrance of the courtyard, {they made} a curtain from finely twined linen, and a
skilled weaver embroidered it with blue, purple, and red yarn. The curtain was ten meters long and two and a half

meters high, just like the other curtains around the courtyard. It had four posts, each with a bronze base. They

covered the tops of the posts and their hooks with silver. The loops were silver. 2°They made all the tent pegs to
hold the sacred tent and the curtains around the courtyard of bronze.

21Thjs is a list of all the materials that the craftsmen used to make the sacred tent where the Ten Commandments
were. Moses instructed some men from the tribe of Levi to write the list. Ithamar, son of Aaron the priest,

supervised the men who wrote it. 22Bezalel of the tribe of Judah, son of Uri and grandson of Hur made all the

things that Yahweh had commanded Moses to make. 220holiab son of Ahisamak, from the tribe of Dan worked
with Bezealel. Oholiab was a skilled engraver who made artistic things. He embroidered designs using blue, purple,
and red woolen yarn, and linen.
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2411 the gold that they used to make the sacred tent weighed 965 kilograms. They used the official standard when

they weighed the gold that the people dedicated to Yahweh. 23All the silver that the people {contributed when the
leaders took the} census weighed 3, 420 kilograms. They also used the official standard when they weighed the

silver. 26They had counted all the men who were at least twenty years old, and each man had paid a silver coin that

weighed about five grams, according to the official standard. That was a total of 603, 550 men. 21t took 3, 400
kilograms of silver to make the bases under the posts that supported the sacred tent's curtains. They used 34

kilograms for each of the 100 bases. 28With the remaining the 20 kilograms of silver, they made the hooks for the
posts, covered the tops of the posts, and made rounded corners. 2°The people had contributed about 2, 400
kilograms of bronze. 3%With the bronze he made the bases to support the posts at the entrance of the sacred tent,

the altar {for burning sacrifices} with its grate and its tools, 31the bases {for the posts that supported the curtains}
that surrounded the courtyard, the bases for the entrance to the courtyard, and the pegs for the sacred tent and
for the curtains around the courtyard.

Chapter 39

1Bezalel, Oholiab, and the other skilled workmen made the beautiful holy vestments for Aaron to wear while he
served Yahweh as a priest in the Holy Place. They made them from blue, purple, and red woolen cloth, exactly as
Yahweh had commanded Moses.

2He made the sacred apron from finely twisted linen, blue, purple, and red thread, and with {fine} gold {wire}.
3They hammered some thin sheets of gold and cut them into thin strips that they embroidered into the fine linen
and into the blue, purple, and red cloth. 4They made shoulder straps to attach the two sides of the ephod together.

3{They made} a carefully woven belt that matched the sacred apron. They made it from the same piece of cloth as
the apron. (That cloth was finely twisted linen with {skillfully embroidered} blue, purple, red thread, and {fine} gold

{thread}.) {They sewed it} onto the apron, exactly as Yahweh had commanded Moses. 6They cut two onyx stones
and mounted them in decorative gold settings. They engraved the names of the twelve sons of Jacob on the stones

like someone engraves a signet ring. “They fastened the stones onto the shoulder straps of the sacred apron to
memorialize the names of the 12 tribes of Israel, exactly as Yahweh had commanded Moses.

8He made the sacred pouch of the same materials as the sacred apron and skillfully embroidered it in the same
way with gold, blue, purple, and red finely twisted linen. °They folded the material double so that they made the
pouch a double-folded square 23 centimeters long and 23 centimeters wide. 1°They fastened four rows of valuable
stones onto the pouch. In the first row, they put a red ruby, a yellow topaz, and a red garnet. 1"They put a green
emerald, a blue sapphire, and a white diamond in the second row. 12They put a red jacinth, a white agate, and a
purple amethyst in the third row. '3They put a yellow beryl, an onyx, and a green jasper in the fourth row. They put

tiny gold frames around each of the stones. #{They carved} the name of one of the 12 sons of Jacob into each of
these stones like they were making signet rings. These name-stones represented the 12 tribes of Israel.

15They attached two chains that they made from purified gold and braided like cords to the sacred pouch. 1®They
made two decorative gold settings and two gold rings and attached them to the upper corners of the sacred

pouch. "They fastened one end of each gold cord to one of the rings on the top corner of the pouch. They
fastened the other end of each cord to the two decorative settings that enclose the stones. Then they put those on

the front side of the shoulder straps of the sacred apron. 1°Then they made two more gold rings and attached

them to the lower corners of the sacred pouch on the inside edges next to the sacred apron. 2°They made two
more gold rings and attached them to the lower part of the front of the shoulder straps near where the shoulder

straps join with the sacred apron just above the sash. 2'They tied the rings on the sacred pouch to the rings on the
sacred apron with a blue cord, so that the sacred pouch was above the sash and would not come loose from the
sacred apron. They did these things exactly as Yahweh had instructed Moses to do.

22Beazalel had a weaver make the robe {that Aaron would wear underneath his} sacred apron from only blue
material. 23It had an opening in the middle like other clothing. They made a border around this opening to prevent
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the material from tearing. 24At the lower edge of the robe they fastened decorations that resembled pomegranate
fruit. They wove the decorations from blue, purple, and red woolen yarn. 22They made bells from purified gold and

fastened them between each of the decorative pomegranates all around the bottom of the robe. 26So the pattern
was bell, pomegranate, bell, pomegranate, and so on all around the bottom of the robe. {The robe was} for {Aaron
to wear while he} worked as a priest, exactly as Yahweh had commanded Moses.

27kor Aaron and his sons, a skilled weaver made long-sleeved tunics from fine linen, 28the turban and the caps

from fine linen, the undershorts from very finely twined linen, 2°and the sash from fine linen with blue, purple, and
red woolen embroidery, exactly as Yahweh had commanded Moses.

30They made a sacred ornamental decoration from purified gold and etched into it the words, ‘Dedicated to

Yahweh,’ just like carving a signet ring. 31They attached a blue cord to this for fastening it to the top of the turban,
exactly as Yahweh had commanded Moses.

32(after this,} they had finished all the work on the sacred tent where they would meet with Yahweh. The Israelites

had done everything in exactly the way that Yahweh had commanded Moses to have it done. 33The craftsmen
brought Moses the whole sacred tent structure: the tent and all its equipment, the fasteners, frames, crossbars,

posts, bases, 34the red rams’ skin and fine leather hide coverings {for the sacred tent}, the curtain for hiding {the
holiest place}, 33the sacred chest, the poles, the chests' lid, 3®the table and all its utensils, the sacred bread to
present before God, 3’the pure {gold} lampstand with all its lamps in a line, and its utensils, and the oil to burn for
light, 38the golden altar {for burning incense}, the oil for anointing, the sweet-smelling incense, the curtain for the
entrance to the sacred tent, 3%the bronze altar and its bronze grating, the poles, and all its implements, the

washbasin and its base, 4%the curtains to surround the courtyard and the posts and bases, the curtain for the

entrance to the courtyard, the ropes and pegs and all the things for serving in the sacred tent where they would

meet Yahweh, 4!

and the beautiful, sacred vestments for Aaron and his sons to wear when they work as priests in
the Holy Place. 42The Israelites had done all the work in exactly the way that Yahweh had commanded Moses to

have it done. 43Then Moses examined everything they had made. Truly, they had done everything exactly as
Yahweh had commanded them to do it. Then Moses blessed the workmen.

Chapter 40

1Then Yahweh said to Moses, 2“Set up the sacred tent where you will meet with me on the first day of the first
month of the year. 3Put inside it the sacred chest containing the stone slabs with the Ten Commandments. Hide it
by hanging its curtain in front of it. #Bring the table into the sacred tent and neatly organize on it all the things that
they made for it. Then bring in the lampstand and put the lamps up into it. 5Put the gold altar for burning incense
in front of the sacred chest, and set up the curtain at the entrance of the sacred tent. 8Put the altar for burning
sacrifices in front of the entrance to the sacred tent where you will meet with me. 7Put the washbasin between the

sacred tent and the altar, and fill it with water. 8Hang the curtains around the outside to make the courtyard, and
also hang up the courtyard’s entrance curtain.

9Then take the oil for anointing and put it on the sacred tent and everything that is in it, to consecrate it all to me.

Then it will be dedicated to me. "9Also put some of the oil on the altar on which the priests will burn the sacrifices
and on all the things that they will use at the altar. This will consecrate the altar to me. Then it will be scared,

dedicated to me. MAlso put some of the oil on the washbasin and its base, to consecrate them to me.

12Then bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the sacred tent and wash them with water. '3Then set Aaron
apart for serving me as a priest by putting his sacred vestments on him and by pouring oil on him. 1Also bring

Aaron’s sons and put their special tunics on them, '5then pour oil on them just as you did on their father. This will
consecrate them to serve me as priests. By pouring oil on them, you will cause them and their descendants to be
priests throughout all their future generations.”

11771774



Exodus Exodus 40
16Moses did all these things exactly as Yahweh had commanded him to do.

170n the first day of the first month of Israel’s second year, the people set up the sacred tent. '®Moses set up the
sacred tent, and its bases, frames, crossbars, and posts. 194e spread out the two layers of coverings over the

sacred tent, exactly as Yahweh had commanded Moses. 20Then Moses took the two stone slabs on which Yahweh
had written his commandments and put them into the sacred chest. He put the carrying poles into the rings on the

chest and put the lid on top of it. 21Then Moses took the chest into {the Holy Place inside} the sacred tent. He hung
the thick curtain to conceal the chest containing the commandments, exactly as Yahweh had commanded him.

2216 set the table inside the sacred tent, on its north side, outside the curtain {that hid the sacred chest}. 23He laid
out the bread neatly on the table to display it before Yahweh, exactly as Yahweh had commanded Moses to do.

24He set the lampstand inside the sacred tent, on the south side, on the opposite side from the table. 22Then he set
the lamps on the lampstand in Yahweh's presence, exactly as Yahweh had commanded Moses. 2He set the gold
altar {for burning incense} inside the sacred tent, in front of the curtain {that hid the Most Holy Place}. 27He burned
some sweet-smelling incense on it, exactly as Yahweh had commanded Moses. 28He hung the curtain at the

entrance to the sacred tent. 22At the entrance to the sacred tent where they would meet with Yahweh, he placed
the altar for burning sacrifices. Then he sacrificed meat and flour by burning them on it, just as Yahweh had

commanded Moses. 3%He set the washbasin between the sacred tent and the bronze altar, and filled the washbasin

with water. 3'Moses, Aaron, and his sons would wash their hands and feet in the washbasin. 32Whenever they went
into the sacred tent and whenever they came close to the altar, they would wash themselves, exactly as Yahweh

had commanded Moses. 33He hung up {the curtains that} surrounded the sacred tent and the altar and the curtain
at the entrance to the courtyard. Then Moses was finished building the sacred tent complex.

34Then the tall cloud covered the sacred tent, and Yahweh's power and brilliant light filled the sacred tent.
35Because the cloud covered it and Yahweh's light was very bright, Moses was not able to enter the sacred tent.
36{From that day,} whenever Yahweh's cloud moved off of the sacred, tent the Israelites would {pack their camp}
and start traveling. 37But if the cloud did not move, they stayed where they were and waited for a day that the

cloud moved. 33Wherever the Israelites traveled, Yahweh's cloud was above the sacred tent during the day, and his
fire was over it at night. The Israelites could always see {that Yahweh was with them}.
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Leviticus

Chapter 1

While Moses was standing near the entrance to the sacred tent, Yahweh called to him from inside the tent. He

said to Moses 2to say this to the Israelite people: “When any of you brings an offering to Yahweh, bring one of your
sheep or goats or cattle.

3If what you are offering is a bull to be completely burned on the altar, it must be without any defect. You must

take it to the entrance to the sacred tent, in order that it may be acceptable to Yahweh. 4You must lay your hands
on the head of the bull. When you do that, Yahweh will accept its death in your place to forgive you for the sins that

you have committed. >You must slaughter the young bull in front of Yahweh. Then Aaron’s sons, who are priests,

will bring the blood and throw it against all sides of the altar near the entrance to the sacred tent. ®You must
remove the skin of the animal and cut the animal into pieces. You must wash the inner parts and the legs of the

bull. 7Then Aaron’s sons will put wood fire on the altar and arrange the wood on the fire. 8Then they will arrange

the pieces, including the head and the fat, on the burning wood. °Then one of the priests will completely burn all of
it on the altar. And the good odor will be pleasing to Yahweh.

191f you are offering a sheep or a goat, it must be a male without any defect. 'You must slaughter it in front of
Yahweh, on the north side of the altar and drain all the blood into a bowl. Then Aaron’s sons will sprinkle the blood

against all sides of the altar. '2You must cut the animal into pieces. You must wash the inner parts and the legs of

the animal. Then the priests will arrange the pieces, including the head and the fat, on the burning wood. '*Then
one of the priests will take all of it and completely burn all of it on the altar. And the good odor as the sacrifice
burns will be pleasing to Yahweh.

141f what you are offering to Yahweh is birds, you must offer a dove or a young pigeon. 1>The priest will take it to
the altar and wring off its head. Then he will burn the head on the altar. He will drain out the bird’s blood onto the

side of the altar. 18Then he will remove the bird’s craw and what is inside it, and throw it on the east side of the

altar, where they also throw the ashes. 17Then he will grasp the bird's wings and tear the bird open partially, but
never all the way. Then he will burn it completely in the fire on the altar. And the good odor will be pleasing to
Yahweh.

Chapter 2

11f you bring to Yahweh an offering of flour, it must consist of finely ground flour. You must pour olive oil on it, as

well as some incense, 2and take it to one of the priests. The priest will take a handful of it with the oil and the
incense on it and burn it on the altar. That part will symbolize that all of the offering truly belongs to Yahweh. And

the aroma will be pleasing to Yahweh. 3The part of that flour offering that is not burned will belong to Aaron and
his sons. It is something set apart for the priests out of the offerings that you will give to Yahweh.

41f you bring an offering that is made from flour, something that is baked in an oven, it must be made from finely
ground flour. You may bring loaves made from flour mixed with olive oil but without yeast, or you may bring wafers

with olive oil smeared on them, but also made without yeast. >If your flour offering is cooked on a griddle, it must
be made from finely ground flour mixed with olive oil and without yeast. ®You must crumble it and pour olive oil on
it. That will be your offering made from flour. 7If your offering that is made from flour is cooked in a pan, it must be
made of finely ground flour mixed with olive oil. 8Bring to Yahweh your flour offering. Give it to the priest, and he
will take it to the altar. °He will take a part of it that will symbolize that all the flour offering belongs to Yahweh. He
will burn that part on the altar, and the good odor as it burns will be pleasing to Yahweh. '%The part of the flour

11971774



Leviticus Leviticus 3

offering that is not burned will belong to Aaron and his sons. It is something set apart for God from the offerings
given to Yahweh by burning them in a fire.

MEvery flour offering that is made from grain and that you bring to Yahweh must be made without yeast, because

you must not put any yeast or honey in any offering to Yahweh that a priest burns on the altar. 12You may bring to
Yahweh an offering of the first part of your harvest, but that offering is not to be burned on the altar to produce a

good odor that will be pleasing to Yahweh. 13put salt on all your offerings that are made from flour. The salt
represents the covenant that your God made with you, so be sure that you do not forget to put salt on those flour
offerings.

141f you bring to Yahweh a flour offering from the first part of your harvest of grain, offer some new grain that has
been crushed and roasted in a fire. 1*Put olive oil and incense on it, and that will be your offering made from flour.

16The priest will take a part of it that will symbolize that all the offering truly belongs to Yahweh. He will burn that
part on the altar, to be an offering given to Yahweh by burning itin a fire.

Chapter 3

TWhen you offer to Yahweh an animal to promise friendship with him, you may bring a bull or a cow from your

herd of cattle, but what you present to Yahweh must be an animal that has no defects. 2You must bring the animal
to the entrance to the sacred tent. You must lay your hands on its head. Then you must slaughter it and catch
some of its blood in a bowl. Then one of Aaron’s sons, one of the priests, will sprinkle the blood against all sides of

the altar. 3From that offering you must bring to Yahweh a sacrifice that a priest will burn in the fire. That will consist
of all the fat that covers the inner parts of the animal, or which is attached to them— 4the kidneys and the fat that

is attached to them near the lower back muscle, and the fat that covers the liver, Then one of the priests will burn
those things on the altar, along with the other parts of the animal that he will completely burn as an offering to
Yahweh. And the good odor will be pleasing to Yahweh.

61f that offering to promise friendship with Yahweh is a sheep or a goat, it must also be an animal that has no
defects. 7If you offer a lamb, you must present it to Yahweh at the entrance to the sacred tent. You must lay your
hands on the lamb’s head and then slaughter it. You must catch some of its blood in a bowl. 8Then one of the

priests will sprinkle that blood against all sides of the altar. °From that offering you must separate these things to
be a sacrifice to Yahweh that is burned: Its fat, the fat tail that you must cut off close to the backbone, and all the

fat that covers the inner parts of the lamb or which is attached to them— 1%he kidneys with the fat that is on them

near the lower back muscle, and the fat that covers the liver. "'One of the priests will burn those things on the altar
to be an offering to Yahweh. Those things will come from your food supplies.

121f your offering is a goat, you must take it to Yahweh. '3You must lay your hands on its head. Then you must
slaughter it in front of the sacred tent. Then one of Aaron’s sons will sprinkle the blood against all sides of the altar.

14Erom that offering you must separate these things to be a sacrifice to Yahweh that is burned: All the fat that
covers the inner parts of the animal or which is attached to them. '5Also separate the kidneys with the fat that is on

them near the lower back muscle, and the fat that covers the liver. 1®The priest will burn those things on the altar
to be an offering to Yahweh. Those things will come from your food supplies. And the good odor will be pleasing to
Yahweh. All the fat of the animals that are sacrificed belongs to Yahweh.

17This is a command that must be obeyed by you and your descendants forever, wherever you live. You must not
eat the fat or the blood of any animal.”

Chapter 4

1Then Yahweh told Moses 2to say this to the Israelite people, “This is what anyone must do if he sins without
intending to sin, that is, if he does something that breaks any of Yahweh’s commands.
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3If the high priest sins and that causes all the people to be guilty, he must bring to Yahweh a young bull that has no

defects. That will be an offering for the sin that he has committed. #He must bring the bull to the entrance to the
sacred tent. He must lay his hands on its head. Then he must slaughter it in front of Yahweh and catch some of the

blood in a bowl. >Then the priest must take some of that blood into the sacred tent. ®He must dip one of his fingers
into the blood and sprinkle it seven times in the presence of Yahweh, in front of the curtain that separates the holy

place from the very holy place. “Then he must put some of the blood on the projections at the corners of the altar
where fragrant incense is burned in the sacred tent in the presence of Yahweh. The remaining part of the bull's
blood that is still in the bowl, he must pour out at the base of the altar, where sacrifices are burned, at the entrance

to the sacred tent. 8From that offering the high priest must separate these things from the bull that is to be
burned: The fat that covers the inner parts of the bull or which is attached to them— °the kidneys and the fat that

is attached to them near the lower back muscle, and the fat that covers the liver. '%Then the high priest must
completely burn those things on the altar. That will be just like when the fat is removed from an animal that is

sacrificed to promised friendship with Yahweh. 1But all the other parts of the animal—its skin and all its other

meat, its head and its legs, its inner parts and the intestines, '2he must take outside the camp and throw them in a
place that is made acceptable to Yahweh, where the ashes are thrown, and he must burn them in a fire on the pile
of ashes.

131f all the Israelite people sin without intending to sin, doing something that is forbidden in any of Yahweh's

commands, they will be guilty, even if they do not realize that they have sinned. "When they realize that they have
committed a sin, together they must bring a young bull to be an offering for their sin, to the front of the sacred

tent. 13The elders must lay their hands on the bull's head in the presence of Yahweh and slaughter it and catch

some of the blood in a bowl. 1®Then the high priest must take some of that blood into the sacred tent. 7He must
dip one of his fingers into the blood and sprinkle it seven times in the presence of Yahweh, in front of the curtain

that separates the holy place from the very holy place. 18Then he must put some of the blood on the projections at
the corners of the altar that is in the presence of Yahweh in the sacred tent. The remaining part of the bull's blood

he must pour out at the base of the altar where sacrifices are burned, at the entrance of the sacred tent. 1PHe must
remove all the animal’s fat and burn it on the altar. 22He must do with this bull the same things that he did with the

bull that was an offering for his own sins, and they will be forgiven. 21Then the priest must take the other parts of
the bull outside the camp and burn them, like he does when he himself has sinned. That will be the offering for the
sin that all the people have committed, and they will be forgiven.

22\\hen one of the leaders sins without intending to sin, doing something that is forbidden in any of the
commands of Yahweh his God, he will be guilty. 2When he realizes that he has committed a sin, he must bring as

his offering a male goat that has no defects. 2*He must lay his hands on the goat’s head in the presence of Yahweh
and slaughter it at the place where they slaughter the animals that will be completely burned on the altar. That will

be an offering for his sin. 2°Then the priest must put some of the animal’s blood into a bowl and dip one of his
fingers in it and put some of the blood on the corners of the projections of the altar. Then he must pour out the

rest of the blood at the base of the altar. 26Then he must burn all the fat on the altar, like was done with the fat of
the offering to promise friendship with Yahweh. As a result of the priest's doing that, the leader will no longer be
guilty for his sin and he will be forgiven.

271f one of the Israelite people who is not a priest sins without intending to sin, and does something that is
forbidden in any of the commands of Yahweh his God, he will be guilty. 22When he realizes that he has committed
a sin, he must bring as his offering a female goat that has no defects. 22He must lay his hands on the goat's head
and slaughter it at the place where they slaughter the animals that they will burn completely on the altar, and catch
some of the blood in a bowl. 3®Then the priest must dip one of his fingers in it, and put some of the blood on the
projections at the corners of the altar. Then he must pour out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar. 3'Then
he must remove all the goat's fat, and burn all the fat on the altar, like was done with the fat of the offering to
maintain fellowship with Yahweh. And the good odor will be pleasing to Yahweh. As a result of the priest doing
that, the person will no longer be guilty for his sin, and he will be forgiven.
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321f that person brings a lamb to be his offering for sin, he must bring a female lamb that has no defects. 33He
must lay his hands on the lamb's head and slaughter it at the place where they slaughter the animals that will be
completely burned on the altar, and catch some of the blood in a bowl. 34Then the priest must dip one of his
fingers in it and put some of the blood on the projections at the corners of the altar. Then he must pour out the
rest of the blood at the base of the altar. 3*Then he must remove all the lamb's fat, and burn all the fat on the altar,
like was done with the fat of the offering to promise friendship with Yahweh. He must burn it on top of the other
offerings to Yahweh that are being burned. As a result, the priest will request God to forgive that person for his sin,
and he will be forgiven.

Chapter 5

11f a judge orders any of you to tell in court something that you have seen or something that you heard someone
say, but if you refuse to say what you know to be true, you must pay a penalty for refusing to tell what you know.

2If you accidentally touch something which God considers impure such as the carcass of a wild animal or the
carcass of your animals that has died, or of an animal that crawls along the ground, you must pay a penalty.

3If you touch anything that has made anyone else unacceptable to God, even if you did not intend to touch it, when
you realize what you have done, you must pay a penalty.

41f you carelessly make a solemn promise to do something that is either good or that is bad, when you realize that
you cannot do it, you must pay a penalty.

5If you are guilty of committing any of those sins, you must confess what you have done. ®And as a penalty, you
must bring to Yahweh a female lamb or female goat as an offering for the sin that you have committed, and the
priest will sacrifice it, and then you will no longer be guilty for your sin.

7If you are poor and cannot afford to bring a lamb, you must bring to Yahweh two doves or two pigeons. One will
be an offering for your sin, and the other will be an offering that will be completely burned on the altar. 8You must
bring them to the priest. First he will offer one of them to be an offering for your sin. He will wring its neck to kill it,
but he must not pull off its head completely. °Then he must sprinkle some of the blood against the side of the altar.
The remaining blood must be drained out at the base of the altar. That will be an offering for your sin. 1°The priest
will then do what I have commanded and offer the other bird to be completely burned on the altar. Then you will
no longer be guilty for the sin you have committed, and Yahweh will forgive you.

MHowever, if you are very poor and cannot afford two doves or two pigeons, you must bring to be an offering for
your sin two liters of fine flour. You must not put olive oil or incense on it, because it is an offering for sin. 12You
must take it to the priest. He will take a handful of it to symbolize that the whole offering truly belongs to Yahweh,
and burn it on the altar, on top of the other offerings. 13When he does that, the priest will enable you to no longer
be guilty for any of the sins that you have committed, and God will forgive you. The part of the offering that is not
burned will belong to the priest, just as in the case of the offerings made from flour.”

14yahweh also said to Moses to tell the people: 13“When you sin, without intending to, by not giving to me, Yahweh,
the things that you are required to give to him, you must pay a penalty by bringing to me a ram that has no
defects. You must determine how much silver it is worth, by using the official standard in the sacred tent. It will be
an offering to cause you to no longer be guilty. "®But you must also make restitution for failing to pay him what
has been set apart as only for him. Also, you must add one-fifth of its value. You must give that to the priest. He will
offer the ram as a sacrifice for the sin that you have committed and cause you to no longer be guilty, and I will
forgive you.

171f you sin by doing something that is forbidden in any of my commands, even if you do not know that you have
disobeyed one of my commands, you are still guilty; you must pay a penalty to me. 1®wWhen you realize what you
have done, you must bring a ram to the priest as an offering in order that you will no longer be guilty. You must
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bring one that has no defects. The priest will offer the ram to be a sacrifice to me, and as a result you will no longer

be guilty for the sin that you have committed, and I will forgive you. 1?1t is an offering to cause you to no longer be
guilty for sinning against me.”

Chapter 6

Tyahweh also said to Moses, 2“If you sin against me by deceiving someone—if you refuse to return what someone
has lent you, or if you steal something of his, 3or if you find something and swear that you do not have it, you are
guilty. 4You must return to its owner what you have stolen or what someone has lent to you and you have not
returned, or what you found that someone else had lost, or whatever you lied about. >You must not only return
anything like that to its owner, but you must also pay to the owner an additional one-fifth of its value. ®You must
also bring to the priest a ram to be an offering to me, in order that you will no longer be guilty. The ram that you
bring must be one that has no defects, one that has the value that has been officially determined. 7Then the priest
will offer that ram to be a sacrifice that will cause you to no longer be guilty, and I will forgive you for the wrong
things that you did.”

8vahweh also said to Moses, 2Tell this to Aaron and his sons: These are the regulations concerning the offerings
that will be completely burned on the altar: The offering must remain on the altar all during the night, and the fire

on the altar must always be kept burning. 1°The next morning the priest must put on his linen underclothes and
linen outer clothes. Then he must remove the ashes of the offering from the fire and put them beside the altar.

MThen he must take off those clothes and put on other clothes, and take the ashes outside the camp, to a place

that has been made acceptable to me. 12The fire on the altar must always be kept burning. The priest must not
allow it to go out. Each morning the priest must put more firewood on the fire. Then he must arrange more
offerings on the fire, and burn on the altar the fat of the offerings to be burned to promise friendship with Yahweh.

13The fire on the altar must be kept burning continually. The priest must not allow it to go out.”

144These are the regulations concerning the offerings made from flour. Aaron’s sons must bring them to Yahweh in

front of the altar. °The priest must take a handful of fine flour mixed with olive oil and incense and burn that on
the altar. That handful will signify that the whole offering truly belongs to me. And the good odor, while the offering
burns, will be pleasing to me. 1®Aaron and his sons may eat the remaining part of the grain offering. But they must
eat it in a place that is set apart for God, in the courtyard of the sacred tent. 17It must not have yeast mixed with it.
Like the offerings for sin and the offerings to cause people to no longer be guilty of sin, that offering is very

special, reserved for me. 18Any male descendants of Aaron are permitted to eat it, because it is their permanent
regular share of the offerings given to me and burned in the fire on the altar. Whoever touches them will be
considered to be set apart for the honor of Yahweh.”

19yahweh also said to Moses, 2%Tell Aaron and his sons that this is the offering that they must bring to me on the
day that any of them is ordained: That person must bring two liters of fine flour as an offering made from grain
flour. He must bring half of it in the morning and half of it in the evening. 2He must mix it well with olive oil and
bake it in a shallow pan. He must then break it into small pieces to be burned on the altar. And the good odor, while
it burns, will be pleasing to me. 221 have commanded that the descendants of Aaron who are appointed to become
the high priests after Aaron dies are the ones who must prepare those things. They must be completely burned on

the altar to be sacrifices to me. 23Every offering that a priest gives that is made from flour must be completely
burned. No one is to eat any of it.”

24yahweh also told Moses to 25tell Aaron and his sons, “These are the regulations concerning the offerings for the
sins of the people. The priest will kill the sacrifice at the place where the offerings are burned; it is killed before

Yahweh and the offering is dedicated to Yahweh. 26The priest who makes the offering for sin, may eat the offering
given to Yahweh. The priest can only eat it in the place in the courtyard that has been set apart for eating sacrifices.

27Any other person who touches any of its meat will belong to me. And if its blood is splattered on your clothes,
you must wash the clothes in a holy place. 28If the meat is cooked in a clay pot, the pot must be broken afterwards.
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But if it is cooked in a bronze pot, the pot must be scoured afterwards and rinsed with water. 22Any male in a

priest's family may eat some of the cooked meat. That meat is very special. 3%But if the blood of those offerings is
brought into the sacred tent to enable the people to be forgiven for having sinned, the meat of those animals must
not be eaten. The priest must burn that meat completely.”

Chapter 7

1“These are the regulations concerning the offerings for when people are guilty of not giving to Yahweh the things

that are required to be given to him. Those are very sacred offerings. 2A priest must slaughter each animal that
people offer for this purpose in the same place where they slaughter the animals that they will completely burn.

The priest must sprinkle the animal’s blood on all sides of the altar. 3All their fat, the fat tails that are cut close to
the backbone, and all the fat that covers the inner parts of the animals or which is attached to them, must be

burned on the altar. 4This includes the kidneys with their fat near the lower back muscle, and the fat that covers the

liver. The priest must remove all these fatty pieces. 5The priest must burn these pieces on the altar to be offerings
to me, Yahweh. They are an offering for the people, for me to forgive them when they have not done what I

required them to do. 6All the males in the priest’s family are permitted to eat its meat, but it must be eaten in a
place set apart for me, because it is very special to me.

"The regulation is the same for the offerings to cause people to become acceptable to me again and the offerings
for when they are guilty of not giving to me the things that I required from them. The meat of those offerings

belongs to the priest who offers them. 8When a priest slaughters an animal that he will completely burn on the
altar, he may keep the animal’s hide for himself. 2Offerings of things made from flour that are baked in an oven or

cooked in a pan or in a shallow pan belong to the priest who sacrifices those things for another person. '%And
offerings of things made from flour, whether they were mixed with olive oil or not, also belong to the Aaron's
descendants.

MThese are the regulations concerning the offerings that people make to promise friendship with Yahweh.

121f you bring an offering to thank Yahweh, along with the animal that you slaughter you must offer loaves of
bread made with olive oil mixed with the flour but without yeast, and wafers that are made without yeast but with
olive oil smeared on them, and loaves made from fine flour with olive oil mixed well with the flour. 13Along with
that offering to thank Yahweh, you must bring an offering of loaves made with yeast. You must bring one of each
kind for an offering to Yahweh, but they belong to the priest who sprinkles against the altar the blood of the
animal that is slaughtered as an offering to promise friendship with Yahweh. *The meat of that offering must be
eaten on the day that it is offered. None of it may be left to be eaten on the next day.

16However, if your offering is the result of a vow that you made to Yahweh, or if it is an offering that you make
voluntarily, you may eat some of the meat on the day it is offered, and anything that is left may be eaten on the
next day. "7But any meat that is left until the third day must be completely burned. '8If any meat from the offering
to promise friendship with Yahweh is eaten on the third day, Yahweh will not accept that offering. It will be useless
to offer it because Yahweh will consider that it is worthless. Anyone who eats some of it will have to pay a penalty
to Yahweh.

19Meat that touches something that God considers to be impure must not be eaten. It must be completely burned.
But as for other meat, anyone who has performed the rituals to become acceptable to God is allowed to eat it. 29If
anyone who has not performed those rituals eats some of the meat of the offering to promise friendship with
Yahweh, meat that belongs to Yahweh, he must no longer be allowed to associate with God's people. 2'If anyone
touches something that God considers to be impure and very displeasing to him, whether it is from a human or
from an animal, and then he eats any of the meat of the offering to promise friendship with Yahweh, meat that
belongs to Yahweh, he must no longer be allowed to associate with God's people.”
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22yahweh also said to Moses: 23“Say this to the Israelite people: ‘Do not eat any of the fat of cattle or sheep or
goats. 24The fat of an animal that is found dead or that has been killed by a wild animal may be used for other
purposes, but you must not eat it. 22Anyone who eats the fat of an animal from which an offering has been made
to Yahweh must no longer be allowed to associate with God's people. 26And wherever you live, you must not eat

the blood of any bird or animal. 2If anyone eats blood, he must no longer be allowed to associate with God's
people.”

28yahweh also said to Moses, 2?Tell the Israelite people this: ‘Anyone who brings an offering to promise friendship

with Yahweh must bring part of it to be a sacrifice to Yahweh. 3°He himself must bring the offering that will be
burned in the fire. He must bring the fat along with the breast of the animal and lift it high in front of Yahweh to

present it as an offering to him. 3'The priest must burn the fat on the altar, but the breast belongs to Aaron and all
his descendants. 32You must give to the priest the right thigh of the animal that you presented to promise
friendship with Yahweh. 33The son of Aaron who offers the blood and the fat of that sacrifice will receive the right

thigh of the animal as his share. 3*From the offerings that the Israelite people give to promise friendship with
Yahweh, he has declared that he has given to Aaron and his descendants the breast that is lifted high and the right
thigh that is offered. Those portions will always be their regular share from the Israelite people.

35Those are the portions of the offerings brought to Yahweh and burned in fire that are allotted to Aaron and his

descendants on the day that you, Moses, will set apart to serve Yahweh as priests. 3¢Yahweh commands that on
the day that the priests are appointed, that the Israelite people must always give those portions to the priests.”

3750 those are the regulations for the offerings that are to be completely burned on the altar, the offerings made
from flour, the offerings to cause people to become acceptable to God again, the offerings for when people are
guilty of not giving to Yahweh the things that are required to be given to him, the offerings given when the priests

are appointed, and the offerings to promise friendship with Yahweh. 38They are regulations that Yahweh gave to
Moses on Mount Sinai, on the day that he commanded the Israelite people to start bringing their offerings to him,
in the wilderness around Sinai.

Chapter 8

Yahweh also said to Moses, 2"Bring Aaron and his sons, and bring their special clothes, the oil for anointing them,
the bull to be offered to cause them to become acceptable to God, the two rams to be slaughtered, and the basket

containing bread made without yeast. 3Then gather all the people at the entrance to the sacred tent.” *Moses did
what Yahweh told him to do, and all the people gathered there.

3Then Moses said to the people, “This is what Yahweh has commanded us to do.” 8Then he brought Aaron and his

sons forward and washed them. 7He put the special tunic on Aaron, tied the sash around him, put on him the
special robe, and put on him the sacred vest. He fastened the sacred vest around him, using the finely woven

waistband. 8He put the sacred pouch on his chest and put into it the two stones for him to use to determine what

God wants. °Then he wrapped the turban around Aaron’s head and fastened on the front of it the gold ornament
the object that showed that he was dedicated to God, as Yahweh had commanded Moses.

19Then Moses took the olive oil and anointed the sacred tent and everything in it, and dedicated it all to Yahweh.
MHe sprinkled some of the oil on the altar seven times. He anointed the altar and all the things used with it, and its
huge washbasin and its stand, to dedicate them to Yahweh. '2He poured some of the oil on Aaron’s head and

anointed him, to dedicate him to Yahweh. 13Then he brought forward Aaron’s sons. He put tunics on them, tied
sashes around them, and wrapped turbans around their heads, as Yahweh had commanded Moses.

14Then he brought the bull for the offering to cause people to become acceptable to God. Then Aaron and his sons
put their hands on the bull's head. 1*Then Moses slaughtered the bull, caught some of its blood in a bowl, and with
his finger put some of it on the projections at the corners of the altar, to purify the altar. He poured the rest of the
blood at the base of the altar. By doing that, he caused it to be a suitable place for burning sacrifices for sin.
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16Moses took all the fat that covers the inner parts of the animal, including the liver and kidneys, and burned them

on the altar. "7He took the rest of the bull, including the hide and intestines, and burned them outside the camp,
like Yahweh had commanded Moses.

18Then he brought the ram for the offering that would be completely burned on the altar, and Aaron and his sons
laid their hands on its head. 1®Then Moses slaughtered the ram and sprinkled its blood on all sides of the altar.

20-21He cyt the ram into pieces and washed the inner parts and hind legs. Then he put the head, the fat, and the
other parts of the ram on the altar. As it burned, the aroma of the smoke was pleasing to Yahweh. It was an
offering to Yahweh that was burned, as Yahweh had commanded Moses.

22Then he brought the other ram, the one for consecrating the priests, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on

its head. 23-2*Moses slaughtered that ram, caught some of its blood in a bowl, and put some of that blood on the
lobes of the right ears, the thumbs of the right hands, and the big toes of the right feet of Aaron and his sons to

indicate that what they listened to and what they did and where they went should be directed by Yahweh. 2°He
picked up all the fat of the ram, its fat tail, the fat that covered the inner parts, including the fat that covered the

liver and kidneys, and the right thigh of the ram. 26-2’Then from the basket containing the bread that was made
without yeast, the bread which had been dedicated to Yahweh, he picked up one loaf of bread made without olive
oil, and one loaf that was made by mixing the flour with olive oil, and one wafer. He put those on top of the
portions of fat, and put them into the hands of Aaron and his sons. Then they lifted them up in the presence of

Yahweh to show that it was an offering that belonged to him. 26Then Moses took those things from their hands
and burned them on the altar. That was the offering that was burned to appoint Aaron and his sons as priests. And

the aroma while it burned was pleasing to Yahweh. 2?Moses also took the breast of the second ram and lifted it
high before Yahweh to offer it to him, as Yahweh had commanded. The breast was Moses’ share of the ram that
was sacrificed to dedicate the priests.

30Then Moses took some of the olive oil for anointing Aaron and his sons, and some of the blood that was on the
altar and sprinkled it on Aaron and his sons and on their clothes. By doing that, he set apart Aaron to be priest,
together with his sons and their clothes.

31Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons, “Boil the meat of the second ram at the entrance of the sacred tent, and
eat it there with the bread that is in the basket, as I told you to do. 32Burn up any of the meat and bread that
remains. 33The time for you to be set apart as priests will be seven days, so do not leave the entrance of the sacred
tent for seven days. 3*What we have done today is what Yahweh commanded to cause you to be forgiven for your

sins. 3%You must stay at the entrance to the sacred tent for seven days and seven nights and do what Yahweh
requires, in order that you will not die because of disobeying him. I am telling you that because that is what
Yahweh has commanded me to tell you.”

3650 Aaron and his sons did everything that Yahweh told Moses to tell them.

Chapter 9

1Eight days later Moses summoned the elders of Israel. 2Then he said to Aaron, “Take a young bull so you can offer
it for your sins, and a ram so that you can burn it whole on the altar, both of them without any defects, and offer

them to Yahweh. 3Then say to the Israelite people, ‘Take a male goat to offer it for your sins. Also take a calf and a

lamb that have no defects, so that you can burn them whole on the altar. 4Also take an ox and a ram to offer them,
so you may promise friendship with Yahweh, along with an offering of flour mixed with olive oil. Do this because
today Yahweh is going to appear to you.”

SAfter Moses gave these instructions to the Israelites, some of them brought these things and went to the

courtyard in front of the sacred tent. Then all the people came near and stood in front of Yahweh. 6Then Moses
said, “This is what Yahweh has commanded you to do, in order that his glory will appear to you.”

126 /1774



Leviticus Leviticus 10

7Then Moses said to Aaron, “Come to the altar and sacrifice the animal that is your offering to enable you to be
forgiven for the sins you have committed. Also bring the animal that you will burn whole on the altar. Because of
those offerings, God will forgive you and the people for the sins that you have committed. Do these things that
Yahweh has commanded you to do.”

850 Aaron came up to the altar and slaughtered the calf as an offering for his sins. °His sons brought its blood to
him in a bowl. He dipped his finger into the blood and put some of it on the projections at the corners of the altar.

He poured out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar. 1°He burned the fat, including that which covered the

kidneys and the liver, as Yahweh had commanded him. 11Then Aaron went outside the camp and there burned the
rest of the meat and the hide.

12Then Aaron slaughtered the animal that he was going to burn whole on the altar. His sons handed him the bowl
containing its blood, and he sprinkled the blood on all sides of the altar. 13Then they handed him the head and the

pieces of the animal that would be burned, and he burned them on the altar. "*He washed the inner parts and the
legs of the animal, and he burned them on the altar, on top of the other pieces of the animal.

15Then Aaron brought the animals that would be sacrifices for the Israelite people. He took a goat and slaughtered
it for the people’s sins, as he had done with the goat for his own offering.

16Then he brought the animal for the offering in order to burn it whole. He slaughtered it and offered it in the way

that Yahweh had commanded him to do. 7He also brought the offering made from flour. He took a handful of it
and burned it on the altar, as he had done with the animal that he had sacrificed earlier that morning.

18Then he slaughtered the ox and the ram to be an offering for the Israelite people to promise friendship with
Yahweh. His sons handed him the bowl containing the blood, and he sprinkled the blood against all sides of the

altar. '9But he took the fat from the ox and the ram, including their fat tails that were cut close to the backbone,
and all the fat that covered the livers and the kidneys. 2%He put these parts on top of the breasts of those animals
and carried them to the altar to burn them. 2'Then, doing what Moses had commanded, he lifted up in front of

Yahweh the breast and the right thigh of those animals to show that those two animals completely belonged to
Yahweh.

22Then Aaron lifted his arms toward the people and asked Yahweh to bless them. Then having finished making all
those offerings, he stepped down from the place where the altar was.

23Then Aaron and Moses entered the sacred tent. When they came out later, they asked Yahweh to bless the

people. And suddenly the glory of Yahweh appeared to all the people. 24A fire from Yahweh appeared and burned
up the entire offering, together with the fat that was on the altar. When all the people saw this happen, they
shouted joyfully and prostrated themselves on the ground to worship Yahweh.

Chapter 10

Two of Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, took the pans in which they burned incense. They put some burning coals
in them and put incense on top of the coals, but this fire was not acceptable to Yahweh because it was not the kind

that he had commanded them to burn. 2So suddenly a fire from Yahweh appeared and burned them up in his own
presence. 3Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is what Yahweh was talking about when he said,

‘Those priests who come near to me—
I will show them that they must honor me;
in the presence of all the people

m

I am the one whom they must honor.
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But Aaron said nothing.

4Then Moses summoned Mishael and Elzaphan, who were the sons of Aaron’s uncle Uzziel, and said to them, “Take

the corpses of your cousins outside the camp, away from being in front of the sacred tent.” 3So they carried the
corpses, on which were still the special tunics, outside the camp, and buried them.

6Then Moses said to Aaron and his other two sons Eleazar and Ithamar, “You are sad because Nadab and Abihu
died, but you must act like you always do. Do not allow the hair on your heads to remain uncombed, and do not
tear your clothes. If you do, Yahweh will be angry with all the people. But you must let your relatives and all your

fellow Israelites engage in mourning ceremonies for those whom Yahweh has destroyed by fire. 7But you must not
leave the entrance of the sacred tent to join those who are mourning, because if you do that, you also will die. Do
not forget that Yahweh has set you apart to work for him here, and he does not want you to become defiled by
touching a corpse.” So they obeyed Moses; they did not join the rest of the people in mourning for their cousins’
death.

8Then Yahweh said to Aaron, ®*You and your two sons who are still alive must not drink wine or other fermented
drinks before you enter the sacred tent. If you do that, you will die. That is a command that you and your

descendants must obey forever. 1%ou must do that in order to learn what things are holy and what things are not

holy; you must also learn what things I will accept what I will not accept. 1"And you must teach the Israelite people
all the laws that I gave to them by telling them to Moses.”

12Moses said to Aaron and his two sons who were still alive, Eleazar and Ithamar, “Take the offering made from
flour that is left after a portion of it has been offered to Yahweh to be burned, and eat it alongside the altar. It

should not be eaten elsewhere because it is very holy. 13Eat it in a holy place. It is the share for you and your sons

from the meat that you have burned as offerings. Yahweh has commanded me to tell you this. "But you and your
sons and daughters are permitted to eat the breast and the thigh that were lifted up in front of Yahweh. Eat them
in any place that is holy. They have been given to you and your descendants as your share of the offerings when

the Israelites promise friendship with Yahweh. *The thigh and the breast that were lifted up in front of Yahweh
must be brought with the portions of fat to be burned, to be lifted up and offered in his presence. They will be the
regular share for you and your descendants, as Yahweh has commanded.”

16When Moses inquired about the goat that the priests had sacrificed for the people’s sins, he found out that the

priests had burned it all. So he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar and asked them, 17“Why did you not eat near
the sacred tent the meat of the sin offering? It was very special for Yahweh; he gave it to you so he could forgive

the sins of the people. 18Since its blood was not taken into the holy place inside the sacred tent, you should have
eaten the meat of the goat outside the sacred tent, as I commanded.”

19aaron replied to Moses, “Today the people brought to Yahweh their offering for him to forgive their sins, and also
the offering we burned completely to please Yahweh. But think about the terrible thing that happened to my other

two sons! Would Yahweh have been pleased if I had eaten some of the people’s sin offering today?” 22When Moses
heard that, he was satisfied and said nothing more.

Chapter 11

Tyahweh said to Aaron and Moses, 2“Tell the people that this is what I say: ‘Of all the animals that live on the land,

these are the ones that you are permitted to eat. 3The ones that have hooves that are completely split and that
chew their cuds—you may eat these animals.

4There are some animals that chew their cuds but do not have split hooves, and some animals that have split
hooves but do not chew their cuds. You must not eat any of those animals. For example, camels chew their cuds

but do not have split hooves, so they are unacceptable for you to eat. >Rock badgers chew their cuds but do not

have split hooves, so they are unacceptable for you to eat. ®Rabbits chew their cuds but do not have split hooves,

so they are unacceptable for you to eat. ’Pigs have completely split hooves but they do not chew their cuds, so they
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are not acceptable for you to eat. 8All of those animals are unacceptable for you, so you must not eat their meat or
even touch their carcasses.

90f all the creatures that live in the oceans and the streams, you are permitted to eat any that have fins and scales.
198yt you must detest and not eat those that do not have fins and scales. That include creatures that are very

small. ""You must despise them, and you must not eat their meat, and you must detest their carcasses. 12You must
detest everything that lives in the water that does not have fins and scales.

13There are some birds that you must detest and not eat. They include eagles, vultures, kites, any kind of falcon,
15any kind of raven, "®horned owls, screech owls, seagulls, and any kind of hawk. 17Also small owls, large owls,
cormorants, 18white owls, barn owls, ospreys, storks, any kind of heron, hoopoes, and bats.

20you must detest and not eat flying insects that also walk on the ground. 21But you are permitted to eat creatures
with wings that sometimes walk on the ground if they have jointed legs for hopping around. 22They include
locusts, katydids, crickets, and grasshoppers. 23But you must detest and not eat other insects with wings that have
four legs.

24There are certain creatures that will make you unacceptable to me if you touch their carcasses. Anyone who

touches their carcasses must not touch other people until that evening. 2>Anyone who picks up one of their
carcasses must wash his clothes and not touch other people until that evening.

26The animals whose carcasses you must not touch are those that have hooves that are not completely divided or
animals that do not chew their cud. Anyone who touches the carcasses of any of those animals becomes defiled.

27From all the animals that walk on the ground, you must not touch the carcasses of those that have paws to walk

on. Anyone who touches one of their carcasses must not touch other people until that evening. 22Anyone who
picks up one of their carcasses must wash his clothes and not touch other people until that evening, because
touching their carcasses makes you unacceptable to me.

290f all the animals that walk on the ground, these are the ones that make you unacceptable if you touch them:

Weasels, rats, any kind of big lizard, 3%geckos, monitor lizards and other lizards, skinks, and chameleons. 31The
creatures that crawl along the ground make you unacceptable to me. Anyone who touches one of their carcasses

must not touch other people until the evening. 32When one of those creatures dies and falls on something, the
thing that it falls on, whatever it is used for, will become defiled, whether it is made of wood, cloth, the hide of
some animal or from rough cloth. You must put the object into water. Then you must not use it until that evening.

331f one of those unclean creatures falls into a clay pot, everything in it becomes defiled, and you must break that
pot. 34If you pour water from that pot onto any food, you must not eat that food. And you must not drink any

water from that pot. 35Anything that one of the carcasses of those creatures falls on becomes defiled, even if the
creature falls into an oven or a cooking pot. Anything that it falls on must be broken. It becomes unacceptable to

me, and you must not use it again. 38If one of their carcasses falls into a spring or a pit for storing water, the water
may still be drunk, but anyone who touches one of those carcasses becomes unacceptable to me. 37If one of those

carcasses falls on seeds that are to be planted, those seeds are still acceptable to be planted. 38But if water has
been put on the seeds and then a carcass falls on it, the seeds must be thrown away; you must regard them as
unacceptable.

391f an animal whose meat you are permitted to eat dies, anyone who touches its carcass must not touch other

people until that evening. 4°Anyone who eats some meat from that carcass must wash his clothes, and then he
must not touch anyone until that evening. Anyone who picks up such a carcass will wash his clothes and be
unclean until evening.

41-427|| creatures that crawl along the ground, including those that move on their bellies and those that crawl
along, are detestable, and they must not be eaten. 43Do not defile yourselves by eating any of those creatures. Be

very careful about this. 44T am Yahweh your God, and I am holy, so you must set yourselves apart for my honor, and
you must be holy. You must avoid eating things that cause you to be unacceptable to me. Do not cause yourselves
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to become unacceptable to me by eating creatures that crawl along on the ground. 4°I am Yahweh, the one who
freed you from being slaves in Egypt, in order that you might worship me. Therefore, because I am holy, you must
be holy.

46Those are the regulations concerning animals and birds, all the living creatures that live in water or creep along

on the ground. #’You must learn what things I say are acceptable to me and what things are not, and learn what
things you are permitted to eat and what things you are not permitted to eat.”

Chapter 12

Tyahweh also said to Moses, 2Tell this to the Israelite people. If a woman gives birth to a boy, she must be avoided
for seven days, as she must be avoided when she is menstruating each month. 3The baby boy must be circumcised
eight days after he is born. 4Then the woman must wait thirty-three days to be purified from her bleeding during
childbirth. She must not touch anything that is sacred, that belongs to me only, or enter the area of the sacred tent,
until that time is ended. 3If a woman gives birth to a baby girl, she must be avoided for two weeks, as she must be
avoided when she is menstruating each month. Then she must wait sixty-six days to be purified from her bleeding
when the baby was born.

6When that time for her to be purified is ended, that woman must bring to the priest at the entrance of the sacred
tent a one year old lamb. The priest will burn it whole on the altar. The woman must also bring a dove or a young
pigeon for the priest to sacrifice it, so that Yahweh will accept her again. “The priest will offer these animals to
Yahweh in order that she may be made acceptable to him again. Then she will be purified from her flow of blood
when the baby was born.

Those are the regulations for women who give birth to a baby boy or girl. If a woman who gives birth to a child
cannot afford a lamb, she must bring two doves or two pigeons. One will be burned completely on the altar, and
one will be an offering to enable her to become acceptable to God again. By doing that, the priest will cause her to
be forgiven for any sins she has committed, and she no longer will need to be avoided.”

Chapter 13

Tyahweh said this to Aaron and Moses: 2“When someone has on his skin a swelling, a scab, or a shiny spot that
seems to be infected, then someone must bring him to Aaron or to one of his sons who are also priests. 3The priest
must examine that part of the person’s skin. If the hair in that area has become white and it appears that the sore
is deeper than just on the skin, then it is a skin disease that other people are in danger of receiving from him. If
that is what the priest sees, he must declare that this sick person is not fit to be with other people. 4If the spot on
the person’s skin is white but it does not appear that the sore is deeper than the surface of the skin, the priest must
keep him away from all other people for seven days. >After seven days, the priest must examine the person again.
If the priest sees that the sore has not changed and has not spread, he must keep the person away from people for
yet another seven days. ®Again, after those seven more days have passed, the priest must examine the person
once more. If the sore has faded and has not spread, the priest will declare that the person is fit to be with other
people again. His skin condition is only a rash; it is not contagious. After the person washes his clothes, the priest
will allow him to be with other people again. 7But if the sore spreads after the priest has examined him, the person
must go to the priest again. 8The priest will examine him; if the sore has spread to more of the skin, it is a
contagious skin disease, and the priest will declare that the person is not fit to be with other people.

9When anyone has a contagious skin disease, someone must bring him to the priest. 1°The priest must examine
him. If there is a white swelling in the skin that has caused the hair there to become white, and if the flesh in that
area is painful, 'then it is a permanent skin disease; the priest will declare that the person is not fit to be with
other people. The priest does not need to keep that person away from others for seven days in order to examine
him again, because he already knows that the person is unfit to be with others.
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121f the disease spreads all over someone’s body, and the priest examines that person and sees that it is covering
his skin from his head to his feet, 13and it has caused all his skin to become white which will indicate that the
disease has ended, the priest will declare that the person does not have to stay away from other people. But if
the person has open sores, he has a contagious skin disease. 'When the priest sees that, he must declare that the
person has a contagious skin disease and is unfit to be with other people. 1®But if the person’s flesh changes and

becomes white, he must go to the priest again. 17The priest must examine him again, and if the sores have
become white, the priest will declare that this person is now fit to be with other people again.

18\When someone had a boil on his skin and it has now healed, "?but in the place where the boil was, there is now a

white swelling or a bright spot, he must go to the priest. 2%The priest must examine it. If it seems to be deeper than
the surface of the skin, and if the hair in that spot has become white, it is a contagious skin disease that has
appeared where the boil had been. And the priest must declare that the person is unfit to be with other people.

21But when the priest examines it, if he finds no white hair in that spot, and if he finds that it is only on the surface
of the skin and has become less bright, then the priest must keep him away from other people for seven days.

22t if it is spreading, it is contagious, and the priest must declare that the person is unfit to be with other people.

23yt if that spot is unchanged and has not spread, it is only a scar from the boil, and the priest will declare that the
person is fit to be with other people again.

24When someone has a burn on his skin and a bright or white spot appears, and the flesh in that area is painful,

25the priest must examine the spot. If the hair in that spot has turned white and it seems to be deeper than just
the surface of the skin, it is a contagious skin disease that has appeared where the burn was, and the priest must

declare that the person is unfit to be with other people. 26But if the priest examines it and sees that there is no
white hair in that spot and it is only on the surface of the skin, and that the spot has faded, the priest must keep

the person away from other people for seven days. 2’After seven days, the priest will examine him again. If the
sore is spreading, it is a contagious skin disease, and the priest will declare that the person is unfit to be with other

people. 2However, if the spot is not changed and has not spread but has faded, then it is only a scar from the burn;
the priest must declare that the person is fit to be with other people.

231f 3 man or a woman has a sore on the head or chin, 3%the priest must examine that person. If the sore seems to
be deeper than just on the surface of the skin, and if the hair in that spot has thinned out and has become
yellowish, then it is a contagious skin disease that causes itching. In that case, the priest must declare that the

person is unfit to be with other people. 31But when the priest examines that kind of sore, if it seems to be only on
the surface of the skin and there is no healthy hair in it, the priest will keep the person away from other people for

seven days. 320n the seventh day, the priest must examine the sore again. If it has not spread and if there is no

yellow hair in that spot, and if it appears to be only on the surface of the skin, 33the person must shave the hair
near the sore but not the hair on the sore. And the priest will keep the person away from other people for seven

more days. 340n the seventh day, the priest must examine that spot again. If it has not spread and it appears to be
only on the surface of the skin, the priest will declare that the person is fit to be with people again. The person

must wash his clothes, and then he can join with other people. 33But if the sore later spreads, 36the priest must
examine him again. If the itch has spread, the priest does not need to look for yellow hair, because it is clear that
the person has a contagious skin disease. 3’However, if the priest thinks that the spot has not changed, and if
healthy hair is growing in that area, it is clear that the itch has healed, and the priest will declare that the person is
fit to be with other people again.

38When a man or a woman has white spots on the skin, 3°the priest should examine them. But if the spots are dull
white, it is only a rash, and the priest will declare that the person is fit to be with other people.

401f 3 man loses all his hair and becomes bald, he does not need to stay away from other people. 4'The same is
true if he has lost his hair at the front of his scalp and his forehead has become bald. 42But if he gets a bright sore
on his bald head or on his forehead, then he has a contagious skin disease. 4*The priest must examine him. If the

swollen sore is a bright spot like a spot on someone who has a contagious skin disease, #4the priest will declare
that the man has a contagious skin disease and is not fit to be with other people.

13171774



Leviticus Leviticus 14

45Anyone who has a contagious skin disease must wear torn clothes and not comb his hair. When he is near other
people, he must cover the lower part of his face and call out, ‘Do not come near me! [ have a contagious skin

disease! 4®He is not allowed to be with other people as long as he has the disease. He must live alone, outside the
camp.”

47-48450metimes a person’s clothing gets mildew on it. It may be clothing that is woven from wool or made from

linen or from leather, or it may be another item that has leather in it. 4%If the contaminated part is greenish or
reddish, there is spreading mildew, and the owner must show it to a priest. 3®The priest must examine it and then

put it in a separate place by itself for seven days. >10n the seventh day he must examine it again. If the mildew has
spread, it is clear that it is mildew that destroys what it is on, and the clothing or item must not be used again.

32The owner must completely burn the item that has the mildew in it, whatever kind of item it is.

53But when the priest examines it, if the mildew has not spread, 3#he must tell the person who owns it to wash it.

Then he must put it in a separate place for another seven days. 55After seven days, the priest must examine it after
the mildewed item was washed. If the color of the mildew has not changed, even though it has not spread, that
item must not be used again. It does not matter if the mildew is on the inside of the item or on the outside. It must

be burned. 3®But when the priest examines it after it has been washed, if the mildew has faded, he must tear out
the part that had the mildew in it. >’If the mildew reappears on that item, it is clear that it is spreading, and the

owner must burn the entire item. >®But after the clothing is washed and the mildew disappears, the owner must
wash it again, and then he may use it again.

39These are the regulations concerning mildew on things made of wool or linen or leather, for deciding whether
the owner may continue to use those things or not.”

Chapter 14

Tyahweh also said to Moses, 2“These are the regulations for anyone who has been healed of a contagious skin
disease. 30ther people must tell the priest about that person. The priest will go outside the camp and examine
him. If the skin disease has been healed, 4the priest will say that someone must bring two live birds that are

acceptable to Yahweh, along with some cedar wood, some scarlet yarn, and some hyssop. 5Then the priest will
command that one of the birds be killed while it is being held over a clay pot containing water from a spring, that

is, fresh water. ®Then the priest will dip the other bird, along with the cedar wood, the scarlet yarn and the hyssop,

into that water, which now has blood from the bird that was killed. ”Then he must sprinkle some of the water and
blood on the person who was healed. He must sprinkle it on him seven times. Then he will declare that the person
is permitted to be with other people again. And the priest will release the other bird and allow it to fly away.

8Then the person who was healed must wash his clothes, shave off all his hair, and bathe. After he does those

things, he is allowed to return to the camp, but he must stay outside his tent for seven days. ?On the seventh day,
he must again shave off all his hair, including his beard and his eyebrows. Then he must again wash his clothes and
bathe. After he does those things, he will be allowed to be with other people again.

10The next day that person must bring two male lambs and one female lamb; the female lamb must be one year
old, and the animals must have no defects. He must also bring about six and one-half liters of a fine flour offering,

mixed with olive oil, to be an offering, and about one-third liter of olive oil. 1'The priest who declared that the
person’s skin disease has ended must bring that person and his offerings to Yahweh at the entrance to the sacred
tent.

12Then the priest must take one of the male lambs and lift it high, along with the olive oil, to show that he is giving
this to Yahweh as a guilt offering—because the sick person was not able to give to Yahweh the things that he was

required to give him. '3Then the priest must slaughter the lamb in the special place where the priests kill the other
sacrifices as well. Like the offering to enable people to be forgiven, God considers this guilt offering to be very

special, and so the meat from it belongs to the priest. 14The priest must take some of that animal’s blood and put it
132/1774



Leviticus Leviticus 14

on person's right earlobe, on his right thumb, and on his right big toe. >Then the priest must take some of the
olive oil and pour it into the palm of his own left hand. ®Then he must dip his right forefinger into that oil and

sprinkle it in front of Yahweh seven times. 7Next, the priest must put some of that oil in his hand on the person’s
right earlobe, on his right thumb, and on his right big toe. He must put the oil in those three places, exactly where

he has already put the blood. 8The priest must put what is left of the oil in his hand onto the person’s head; this
will show that Yahweh has forgiven that person’s sins.

19Then the priest must slaughter the female lamb that the person brought; this will be the offering for the person’s
sins, so that Yahweh will forgive him. After that, the priest will slaughter the second male lamb and burn it whole

on the altar. 2%He will also burn on the altar the offering made from flour, along with the whole burnt offering. Then
the person will be acceptable in the camp; he will be allowed to be with the other people.

21yt if the person has gotten well is poor and cannot afford to bring all those animals, he must bring to the priest
one male lamb for the priest to lift it up and offer it to Yahweh. This will be a sacrifice because the sick person was
not able to give to Yahweh the things that he was required to give him. He must also bring about two liters of flour
offering mixed with about one-third liter of olive oil; this will be an offering made from flour. He must also bring

about one-third liter of olive oil. 22He must also bring two doves or two pigeons, one for Yahweh to forgive him for
the sins he has committed, and one for the priest to burn completely on the altar.

230n that same day, the eighth day, that person must take those things to the priest at the entrance to the sacred
tent, to offer them to Yahweh. 24Then the priest will take the lamb for the guilt offering and the olive oil, and he will

raise them up as an offering to Yahweh and present them to him. 2°Then the priest will slaughter that lamb and
catch some of the blood in a bowl. He will take some of the blood and put it onto the person'’s right earlobe, his

right thumb, and his right big toe. 26Then the priest must take some of the olive oil and pour it into the palm of his
own left hand. 2’Then he must dip his right forefinger into that oil that is in his left hand and sprinkle it in front of
Yahweh seven times. 28He must put some of the oil in his palm on exactly the same places where he put the blood.
29He must put the rest of the oil that is in his hand on the head of the person who has gotten well. This will show
that Yahweh has forgiven that person’s sins. 3®Then the priest must sacrifice the doves or young pigeons,

whichever kind that person has brought. 3'One will be a sin offering and the other will be completely burned on
the altar, along with the offering made from flour. By doing that, the priest will atone for that person'’s sins.

32These are the regulations for anyone who has a contagious skin disease and who is poor and cannot afford the
usual offerings, in order that he can be with people again.”

33yahweh also said to Aaron and Moses, 34T am about to give you the land of Canaan to belong to your people
permanently. When you enter that land, there will be times when I cause mildew to appear inside one of your

houses. 33If that happens, the owner of that house must go to the priest and tell him, ‘There is something in my
house that looks like mildew. 36Then the priest will say to him, ‘Take everything out of the house before I enter it to

examine the mildew. If you do not do that, I will declare that everything in the house is contaminated.’ 37After the
owner takes everything outside of his house, the priest will go in and inspect the house. If the mildew has caused

greenish or reddish spots on the walls that seem to be deeper than only on the surface of the walls, 38the priest
will go outside of the house and lock it up for seven days. 30n the seventh day, he must go into the house and
inspect it again. If the mildew on the walls has spread, 4°the priest will tell someone to tear out all the stones in the
walls that have mildew on them and throw in the dump outside the town. 4'Then the owner must scrape all the

walls inside the house, and everything that is scraped off must be thrown into a dump outside the town. 42Then the
owner must get new stones to replace the ones that had mildew on them, and take new clay and plaster to cover
the stones in the walls of the house.

431f the mildew appears again in the house after that is done, #4the priest must go and examine the house again. If
the mildew has spread inside the house, it will be clear that the mildew is the kind that destroys houses, and no

one will be allowed to live in it. 43It must be completely torn down—the stones, the timber and the plaster—and all
those things must be thrown into a dump outside the town.
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46Anyone who goes into that house while it is locked up will not be allowed to be with other people until sunset of
that day. #’Anyone who sleeps in that house or eats in that house during that time must wash his clothes.

48But when the priest comes to examine the house after it has been plastered, if the mildew has not spread, he will
declare that people may live in it, because the mildew is gone. 4°But before people are allowed to live in it, the
priest must take two birds, some cedar wood, some red yarn, and some hyssop. 3®°He must kill one of the birds

while holding it over a clay pot containing water taken from a spring. 31Then he must take the cedar wood, the
hyssop, the red bird, and dip them into the blood of the dead bird, and sprinkle some of that blood and water on

the house seven times. 52By doing all those things he will enable the house to be fit for the owner to live in again.

53Then he must release the other bird and allow it to fly away. By doing that, he will finish the ritual for causing the
house to be acceptable for people to live in it again.

56

54Those are the regulations for contagious diseases, for itching sores, 55for mildew on clothes or in a house, >6and

for swellings, rashes, or bright spots on sores; 3’these regulations will determine whether people will still be
permitted to touch those things or not.”

Chapter 15

Tyahweh also said to Moses and Aaron, 2'Tell this to the Israelites: When an unusual, infected fluid comes out of a

man's private parts, no one should touch that man. 3Whether that fluid is blocked or continues to drip, no one
should touch him.

4No one should touch any bed that such a man lies on, nor anything he sits on. Anyone who touches that person’s

bed must wash his clothes and bathe, and allow no one to touch him until that evening. ®Anyone who sits on
something that man has sat on must wash his clothes and bathe, and allow no one to touch him until that evening.

7Anyone who touches such a man must wash his clothes and bathe, and allow no one to touch him until that
evening.

81f such a man spits on someone else, that person must allow no one to touch him. He must wash his clothes, and
he must allow no one to touch him until evening.

9Everything that a man who has such a flow of fluid sits on while he is riding a horse or a donkey should not be

touched. 1%Anyone who touches a seat or saddle that he was sitting on also should allow no one to touch him until
that evening. And anyone who picks up those things must wash his clothes and bathe, and no one should touch

him until that evening. "If the person with the flow of fluid wishes to touch someone else, he must first rinse his
hands in water; if he touches anyone without doing that first, the one he touched must wash his clothes and bathe,
and allow no one to touch him until that evening.

121f such a man touches a clay pot, someone must break it. Anything made from wood that he touches—someone
must rinse it in water.

131f such a man gets well from his flow of fluid, he must wait for seven days. Then he must wash his clothes and

bathe in water from a spring or stream. Then he will be able to be with others. 140n the eighth day, he must take
two doves or two pigeons and come in front of Yahweh at the entrance of the sacred tent, and give them to the

priest. 15The priest will sacrifice them. One bird will be an offering for the man’s sin, and the priest will completely
burn the other one on the altar. Then the man will be pure again and acceptable to Yahweh.

16When semen accidentally flows from a man’s private parts, he must bathe his whole body, and no one may touch
him until that evening. "Any clothing or leather that has semen on it must be washed, and no one may touch it

until that evening. 18when a man has slept with a woman and gives her semen, both of them must bathe, and no
one may touch them until that evening.
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1YWhen a woman has her menstrual period, no one may touch her for seven days. If anyone touches her during
that time, no one may touch the person who touched her until that evening. 2°No one may touch anything that she
lies on or sits on during that time. 2'Anyone who touches her bed must wash his clothes and bathe, and no one

may touch that person until that evening. 2223Anyone who touches something that she has been sitting on, a bed
or anything else, must wash his clothes, and no one may touch that person until that evening.

241f a man sleeps with a woman during that time and some of her menstrual blood touches him, no one may touch
him for seven days, and no one may touch the bed that he has lain on.

251f 3 woman has a flow of blood for many days, a flow that is not her normal menstrual flow of blood, or if her flow

of blood continues after her menstrual flow ends, no one may touch her until it stops. 26And no one may touch the
bed that she lies on or anything that she sits on while that flow of blood continues, just as during her normal

menstrual period. 27Anyone who touches those things must not touch anyone else. He must wash his clothes and
bathe, and he may not touch anyone else until that evening.

281f the woman is healed of her flow of blood, she must wait seven days before she touches anyone. 2°0On the

eighth day, she must take two doves or two young pigeons to the priest at the entrance to the sacred tent. 3%The
priest must sacrifice one of them as an offering for her sins, and he must completely burn the other one on the
altar. Then she will be pure again and acceptable to Yahweh.

31You must do these things in order that the people, at the times when they are unacceptable to me, do not defile
my sacred tent, where I live among them. For it they do defile it, they will die.

32Those are the regulations for a man who has a discharge from his body, or who has an emission of semen, when

that happens he is unclean; 33and for any woman during her menstrual period, and for any man who sleeps with a
woman during her menstrual period.”

Chapter 16

1After the two sons of Aaron died because they burned incense to Yahweh in a manner that was contrary to what

he had commanded, Yahweh spoke to Moses. 2He said to him, “Tell your brother Aaron not to go into the very holy
place, which is inside the inmost curtain, where the sacred chest and its lid are, and where I am present in the
cloud that is over it. If Aaron goes in that room when it is not the proper time, he will die!

3When Aaron enters the very holy place in the sacred tent, he must bring a bull that will be killed to become an
offering for sins, and a ram to be killed to be an offering that the priests will burn whole on the altar. 4Then Aaron
must bathe his whole body and put on the linen underwear and the linen tunic. He must tie the linen sash around

his waist and wrap the turban around his head. These are his sacred garments. 5The Israelite people must then
bring to him two male goats to be killed as an offering for sin, and a ram to be killed and burned whole on the altar.

6Aaron must offer the bull to me to be a sacrifice in order that I will forgive his sins and his family’s sins. 7Then he
must bring the two male goats to me at the entrance to the sacred tent. 8He must cast lots to determine which
goat will be sacrificed to me and which will be the goat that he will set free. °Aaron must bring to me the goat that

was chosen to be sacrificed. It will be an offering for the people’s sins. 1%Aaron must also bring to me the other
goat. But it is not to be killed. It will be freed while it is still alive. When Aaron sends it into the wilderness, I will
forgive the people’s sins.

1Then Aaron must bring the young bull to me, for it to be an offering for himself and for his family. He must

slaughter that bull to be an offering for their sins, and he must drain the blood into a basin. '?Then he must take

some burning coals from the bronze altar and put them into the incense burner. Then he must fill his hands with

fragrant, finely ground incense. Then he must take the incense and the incense burner inside the curtain into the

very holy place, in the sacred tent. '3In the presence of Yahweh, he must put the incense on the burning coals. And

a cloud of burning incense will rise up over the lid of the sacred chest. If he obeys these instructions, he will not die
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when he presents these offerings to Yahweh. ¥Then Aaron must dip his finger into the basin and sprinkle some
blood on the lid of the sacred chest, and also sprinkle some blood seven times against the front of the chest.

15Aaron must then go outside the sacred tent and slaughter the goat, for it to be an offering for the sins of the
people. Then he must bring its blood into the very holy place behind the curtain. There he must sprinkle some of

that blood on the lid of the sacred chest and against the front of the chest, as he did with the bull's blood. 1®By
doing that, he will purify the very holy place. And he must sprinkle more of the blood on the sacred tent, because I
am present where the tent is, in the midst of the camp of the Israelite people, who have become unacceptable to

me because of their sins. When Aaron goes into the very holy place in the sacred tent to purify it, no one else is
permitted to enter the other part of the sacred tent. Only after Aaron has performed rituals to enable me to forgive
him and his family, and all the Israelite people, is any priest permitted to enter the sacred tent.

18Then Aaron must go outside the tent to purify my altar. He must do this by smearing some of the blood from the

bull and some of the blood from the goat on each of the projections at the corners of the altar. 1*Then Aaron must
dip his finger into the basin of blood and sprinkle some of the blood over the altar seven times. By doing that, he
will separate the altar from the Israelites’ deeds that are unacceptable to me. The altar will be set apart for me.

20when Aaron has finished purifying the very holy place inside the sacred tent and all of the sacred tent and the

altar, he must bring the goat that was chosen to be set free. 2He must put both of his hands on the goat's head
and confess all the sins of the Israelite people. By doing that, he will put the guilt of their sins on the goat's head.

Then he must give the goat to a man who is chosen, and that man will send the goat out into the wilderness. 2
will view the goat as carrying away into the wilderness the guilt for all the sins that the people have committed.

23\When Aaron leaves the very holy place and goes into the other part of the sacred tent, he must take off the linen

clothes that he had put on; he must leave those special clothes there. 24Then he must bathe in a sacred place, put
on his regular clothes, and sacrifice the animals that he will burn whole on the altar, for his own sins and for the

sins of the Israelite people. Then Yahweh will forgive their sins. 22He must also burn on the altar all the fat of the
two animals that were sacrificed.

26After the man who was to lead the goat into the wilderness has done that and set it free, then he must return,

wash his clothes, and bathe himself. Then he may enter the camp again. 2’The carcasses of the bull and the goat
that were slaughtered as an offering for the people’s sins, to make atonement for them, must be carried outside

the camp and burned. The hides of these animals, their inner organs, and their dung must be burned. 28The man
who burns those things must then wash his clothes and bathe before he comes back into the camp.

290n the tenth day of the seventh month, on the day that I have appointed, you all must fast and not do any work.
This is a rule that you must always obey—all you native born Israelites and all the foreigners living among you.

300n that day, Aaron will perform rituals to enable me to forgive you all, and then I will free you all from the guilt of
all your sins. 31That will be a day for you to rest and not do any work, like the Sabbath days, and you must fast all

that day. That is a permanent command for you all to obey. 32The priest who is anointed with olive oil and set apart
from others to serve Yahweh, he will offer a sacrifice, put on linen clothes that are set apart for the honor of God,

333nd offer sacrifices. He will do this to purify the very holy place, all of the sacred tent, the altar, the priests, and all

the Israelites, as Aaron did. 34This will be a permanent command for you to obey once every year, to enable me to
forgive you Israelite people for the sins that you have committed.”

Moses obeyed all the instructions that Yahweh had given to him.

Chapter 17

Tyahweh also said to Moses, 2“Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the other Israelites. Tell them that I am giving
them the following commands: 3If you sacrifice an ox, a lamb, or a goat, you must bring it to the priest at the
entrance to the area of the sacred tent, so that he may present it to me there. 4If you slaughter it anywhere else as
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a sacrifice, whether in the camp or outside of it, you will be guilty of shedding its blood in an unacceptable place. If

you do that, you will no longer be allowed to be with Yahweh’s people. 3Yahweh is telling you to do this so that you
will no longer offer sacrifices in the open fields; instead, you must offer them to him in the proper manner: By
taking them to the priest at the entrance to the area of the sacred tent, to be offerings to promise friendship with

him. 8After the priest slaughters the animal, he must sprinkle some of its blood against the altar at the entrance to

the sacred tent, and burn its fat for an aroma that is pleasing to Yahweh. 7You people must no longer give
sacrifices to the images that resemble goats. You people must obey this command for all time.”

8Yahweh also said this to Moses: “Tell Aaron and his sons to tell the people that if any Israelite or any foreigner

living among them brings an offering for a priest to burn whole on the altar, or if he brings any other sacrifice, °but
if he does not bring it to the entrance of the sacred tent area as be a sacrifice to me, that person will no longer be
allowed to be with my people.

107 will reject any Israelite or any foreigner who is living among you who consumes the blood of any animal, and he
will no longer be allowed to associate with my people. 1That is because the life of every animal is in its blood. I

have declared that it is blood that is to be offered on the altar, so that I will forgive people their sins. 12That is why I
say that neither you Israelites, nor any foreigner living among you, may consume any blood.

131f any of you Israelites or any foreigner who is living among you goes hunting and kills an animal or bird that I

allow you to eat, you must drain out its blood onto the ground and cover it with earth. "This is because the life of
every creature is in its blood. That is why I have said to you Israelites that anyone who consumes blood from an
animal must no longer be allowed to associate with my people.

151f any of you Israelites or any foreigner who is living among you eats any meat from an animal that died or that
was killed by wild animals, you must wash your clothes and bathe. Then you must not touch anyone else until that

evening. '8If you do not obey this rule, I will certainly punish you.

m

Chapter 18

Tyahweh also said to Moses, 2“Speak to the Israelite people and tell them that I, Yahweh, say this, I am Yahweh,

your God. 3After seeing how the Egyptians behaved, among whom you also lived, you must not do what they did.
And you must not behave as the Canaanites live, into whose land I am taking you. You must avoid their practices.

4You must obey all of my laws; you must do everything that I, Yahweh your God, am commanding you. 3If you obey
all my decrees and laws, you will continue to remain alive for a long time. [, Yahweh, am promising you this. Here
are some of my laws.

Do not sleep with any of your close relatives. It is I, Yahweh, who am commanding that.
Do not disgrace your father by sleeping with your mother. Do not disgrace your mother in this manner.
8Do not sleep with any of your father’s other wives, because that would disgrace your father.

9Do not sleep with either your full sister or half-sister. It does not matter whether she was born and raised in your
house or somewhere else.

19Do not sleep with your granddaughter, because that would disgrace you.

Do not sleep with your half-sister, one whose father is also your father; she is your sister.
120 not sleep with your father’s sister, because she is your father’s close relative.

13Do not sleep with your mother’s sister, because she is your mother’s close relative.

14Do not disgrace your father’s brother by sleeping with his wife, because she is your aunt.
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15Do not sleep with your daughter-in-law, because she is your son’s wife.
160 not sleep with your brother’s wife, because that would disgrace your brother.

17Do not sleep with the daughter or granddaughter of any woman with whom you have previously slept. They are
her close relatives. Sleeping with any of them would be an evil thing to do.

18While your wife is still living, do not marry your wife's sister and sleep with her.
19D0 not sleep with any woman while she is having her menstrual period.
20po not defile yourself by sleeping with someone else’s wife.

21po not give any of your children to be burned to be as a sacrifice to the god Molech, because that would
dishonor me, Yahweh, your God.

22No man should sleep with another man. That is detestable.
23No one, man or woman, should defile himself by sleeping with an animal. That is a perverse action.

24D not defile yourselves in any of these ways, because doing these things is how the people of the nations
became unacceptable to me, the people groups that I will drive out as you advance into the land that I am giving
you. 2°They even caused the land to become defiled, so I punished them for their sins, and it was as though the
land had vomited out the people who lived there. 26But you must all obey my laws and decrees. This includes both
you people who were born here and the foreigners who live among you. 27As for all those detestable things, before

you came, the people who lived in this land did them, and they defiled the land. 28So if you also defile the land, I
will get rid of you as I got rid of the people of those nations that were here before you came.

23You must not allow people who do any of those detestable things to associate with you, who are my people.

300bey all that I command you to do, and do not defile yourselves by following any of the disgusting habits of the
people who were there before you came. I, Yahweh your God, am the one who is commanding these things.”

Chapter 19

Tyahweh also said to Moses, 2“Speak to all the people of Israel and tell them this: 'You must be holy, because
Yahweh your God is holy, and he wants you to be like him.

3Each of you must respect your father and your mother. And you must honor the Sabbath days. It is Yahweh, your
God, who is commanding you to do these things.

4Do not worship idols, which are worth nothing, or make metal statues of gods for yourselves. Yahweh is your God;
it is he who is telling you this. He is the only one you must worship.

SYahweh also says this: ‘When you bring an offering to promise friendship with me, offer it in a way that I will
accept. ®The meat should be eaten on the day that you sacrifice it, but you may eat some of it on the next day.
However, you must burn anything that remains until the third day. 7For any of it to be eaten on the third day is very

displeasing to me, and I will not accept that offering. & will punish anyone who eats it after the second day,
because he will have not respected what I say is holy. And that person must no longer be allowed to associate with
my people.

SWhen you harvest your grain, leave the grain standing at the edges of the field and in the corners. Do not pick up

the sheaves that have fallen to the ground. '®And when you harvest your grapes, do not go back a second time to
try to harvest some more, and do not pick up the grapes that have fallen on the ground. Leave those things for the
poor people and for foreigners who are living among you. I, Yahweh your God, am commanding you those things.
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Do not steal anything.
Do not tell lies.

Do not deceive each other.

126 not call upon me to punish you if you say something that you know is false. If you do this, you will dishonor
me. Do not forget that I am Yahweh, your God.

13po not cheat anyone or steal from anyone.

If you have agreed to pay your workers at the end of the day, do what you have promised. Do not keep those
wages until the next day.

140 not curse deaf people, and do not put things in the path of blind people to cause them to stumble. I, Yahweh,
am commanding this.

15Always judge people fairly. Do not do special favors for either poor people or rich people.

16Do not spread false rumors about other people.

Do not remain silent in court if your testimony would keep an innocent person being executed. I, Yahweh, am
commanding this.

17Do not hate anyone. Instead, honestly rebuke others who ought to be rebuked, in order that you also will not be
guilty.

180 not try to get revenge against someone or be angry with someone for a long time. Instead, love other people
like you love yourself. I, Yahweh your God, am commanding this.

190bey my laws.
Do not allow two different kinds of animals to mate with each other.
Do not plant two different kinds of seed in the same field.

Do not wear clothing made from two different kinds of material.

201f 3 man sleeps with a slave woman who has been promised to marry some other man, but if she has not been
bought by that man and is still a slave, these two people must be punished. But because she was still a slave, she

and the man who slept with her must not be executed. 2'However, that man must bring a ram to be slaughtered at

the entrance of the sacred tent area, to be an offering in order that he no longer be guilty for his sin. 22The priest
will offer that ram to me. Then I will forgive that man for the sin which he committed.

23When you enter the land that I have promised to give to you, and when you plant various kinds of fruit trees, you
must not eat any of their fruit for three years. 24In the fourth year you must set aside all of their fruit to belong to

me; you must set it apart as holy, an offering to give me praise. 2°But in the fifth year, you will be permitted to eat
their fruit. If you do that, your trees will produce much fruit. I, Yahweh your God, am promising that.

26Do not eat any meat that still has the animal's blood in it.

Do not consult spirits to find out what will happen in the future, and do not practice sorcery.
27Do not shave the hair at the sides of your heads as pagan people do.

28Do not cut your bodies when you are mourning for people who have died, and do not put tattoos on your bodies.
I, Yahweh your God, am commanding this.
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23po not disgrace your daughters by forcing them to become prostitutes. If you cause them to become prostitutes,
soon the land will be filled with prostitutes and all other kinds of people’s wicked behavior.

30Honor my Sabbath days and revere my sacred tent, because I am Yahweh.

31Do not seek advice from those who try to get the spirits of dead people give them advice. If you do that, I will no
longer accept you. I am Yahweh your God.

325tand up when old people enter the room, and show that you respect them. You must also honor me, your God;
thatiswhoIam.

33When foreigners live among you in your land, do not mistreat them. 34You must treat them like you treat your
fellow citizens. Love them as you love yourselves, and do not forget that once when you were foreigners in Egypt
you were badly mistreated by the people of Egypt. I, Yahweh your God, am commanding you to do this.

36,5e

35When you are measuring things, to see how long they are or how much they weigh or how many there are,
correct measuring sticks and scales and weights on the scales and measuring baskets and other measuring

containers. I am Yahweh, your God, who brought you out of Egypt.

"

370bey carefully all my laws and decrees. It is I, Yahweh, who am commanding you these things.

Chapter 20

Tyahweh also said this to Moses: 2“Tell the Israelite people, ‘Any Israelite or any foreigner who is living in Israel who

sacrifices any of his children as an offering to the idol Molech must die. The people of the town must kill him by
throwing stones at him. 31 will reject such people and cause them to no longer be with my people because he has
given his child to Molech, so as to defile my holy place and profane my holy name. 4If the people of that man’s
town ignore it when he kills any of his children to offer him to Molech, and if they do not execute that person, °I
myself will punish that person and his clan. I will command that he must no longer be with my people. And I will do

the same thing to any others who are unfaithful to me and who worship Molech.

61 will reject those who go to those who consult the spirits of dead people, or who go to fortune tellers who ask
spirits to advise them. I will reject such people; they will no longer be with my own people.

7Set yourselves apart for my honor, so that you may belong to me, because I am Yahweh your God. 8Carefully obey
everything that I have commanded you. I am Yahweh, the one who sets you apart from the other peoples so that I
am honored.

91If anyone curses his father or his mother, you must execute him. He himself will be responsible for his own death.

101f 3 man commits adultery with some other man'’s wife, then you must execute both of them, the man and the
woman. They have committed adultery.

11f a man sleeps with one of his father’s wives, he has dishonored his father. So you must execute both that man
and woman; they will be responsible for their own deaths.

121f 3 man sleeps with his daughter-in-law, you must execute them both. They have exchanged good for evil; they
both deserve to die.

131f two men have slept together, they have done something detestable. You must execute them both; they will be
responsible for their own deaths.

141f 3 man marries both a woman and her mother, that is a wicked thing. You must burn all three of them to death,
in order that no one among you continues to commit such an evil deed.

14071774



Leviticus Leviticus 21
151f a man sleeps with an animal, you must execute both him and that animal.

165imilarly, if a woman sleeps with an animal, you must execute both her and that animal. They will be responsible
for their own deaths.

171f a man sleeps with his sister, the daughter of either his mother or his father—if they have slept together, that is
disgraceful. They will no longer be with my people. Because he has slept with his sister, he is guilty.

181f 3 man sleeps with a woman during her menstrual period, they have both revealed her flowing blood, so
neither of them must be with my people anymore.

19No man must sleep with the sister of either his father or his mother, because he would be disgracing someone
who is a close relative. You must punish such a man, as well as the woman.

201f 3 man sleeps with his uncle’s wife, he has dishonored his uncle. What for they have done, they must be
responsible for their actions. And when they die, their children would be stripped of the rights to any inheritance
they would have received from their parents.

211f a man marries his brother’s wife, it is a sin because he has dishonored his brother’s marriage. The rights of
inheritance would be stripped away from any children they would have received from from their parents.

220phey all my decrees and laws carefully, in order that you will not have to leave the land to which I am bringing
you. 22Do not imitate the customs of the people of the land from which I am going to drive them out, as you

advance into it. I hate them because they have done all those things. 24But I said to you, “You will take their land
from them. I will give it to you to be yours, a land that is very fertile. I am Yahweh your God, who has set you apart
from the people of other nations.”

2550 you must distinguish between birds and animals that are unacceptable to me and those that are acceptable to
me. Do not defile yourselves by eating birds or animals, or anything that crawls along on the ground, things that I

have said are unacceptable for you. 2°You must live as a people who are set apart for my honor, because I, Yahweh,
am also set apart and I do everything for my honor. I have taken you out of the other nations, because you are
mine.

27You must execute any man or woman among you who consults the spirits of dead people or other spirits. Kill
them by throwing stones at them; they will be responsible for their own deaths.”

Chapter 21

1Yahweh also said to Moses, “Speak to the priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to them, 2vou priests must not cause
yourselves to become unfit to do my work by touching any dead body. You are permitted to touch only the corpses

of close relatives, such as your mother, father, son, daughter or your brother. 3You may also touch the corpse of a

sister if she is not married and has been living in your house, because she has no husband to bury her. 4You priests
must not cause yourselves to become unfit to do my work by touching the dead bodies of other relatives of yours.

SYou priests must not shave your heads or the edges of your beards; you must not cut your bodies to show that
you are mourning for someone who has died. ®You must act in ways that I, your God, consider to be suitable for
you, my priests; you must not disgrace me. You are the ones who will present to me the offerings that you will
burn. These offerings will be made to me from your food supplies. So you must act in ways that are suitable,
because you honor me.

7You priests must not marry women who have been prostitutes or who have been divorced from their husbands,

because you priests are set apart for God. 8You must remember that I have set you apart to worship me. It is as
though you were offering food to me, your God. Regard yourselves as belonging to me, because I, Yahweh, am the
one who made you to be priests, and I have nothing to do with any evil—I am holy.

14171774



Leviticus Leviticus 22
9If a priest's daughter becomes a prostitute, she disgraces her father, and you must burn her in a fire.

19The high priest is the one among his relatives who has been appointed for that work by having his head anointed
with olive oil. He is also the one who has been appointed to wear the garments that are made and set apart for the
honor of Yahweh. He must not allow the hair on his head to remain uncombed, and he must not tear his clothes

when he is mourning for someone. ""He must not enter any place where there is a corpse. He must not do that

and cause himself to become unfit for his work, even if it is his father or his mother who has died. ?He must not
leave the sacred tent to join those who are mourning, because he would cause himself to become unfit for his
work and would also defile the sacred tent. He must not leave the sacred tent at that time, because by being
anointed with olive oil he has been appointed to serve his God in the sacred tent. [, Yahweh, am the one who am
commanding this.

13women whom you priests marry must be virgins. "-13You priests must not marry widows or prostitutes or

divorced women, because if you do that, and if you later have sons, they will not be acceptable to be priests among
your people. You must marry only virgins from among your own people. I am Yahweh, who sets priests apart for
my honor and for those who worship me.”

16yahweh also said to Moses, 7“Say this to Aaron: ‘For all future time, none of your descendants who has any
defects on his body will be allowed to come near the altar to offer sacrifices to me which will be like my food. ®No
one who is blind or lame or deformed, or whose face is disfigured, '®no man with a crippled foot or a crippled
hand, 2°no man who has a hunchback or an abnormally short person, no man whose eyes are defective, no man
who has a skin disease or whose private parts have been damaged. 2'No descendant of Aaron, the first high priest,
who has any defect is allowed to come to the altar to offer to me, his God, sacrifices that will be burned. 22priests

who have defects are permitted to eat the various kinds of holy food offered to me. 23But because of their defects,
they must not go near the curtain in the sacred tent or near the altar, because if they did that, they would desecrate
my sacred tent. I am Yahweh, the one who sets those places apart for myself and for my honor.”

2450 Moses told this to Aaron and to his sons and to all the Israelite people.

Chapter 22

Tyahweh also said to Moses, 2“Explain to Aaron and his sons about when they should not touch or eat any food
that the people have dedicated to me by giving it as a sacrifice. They must not dishonor me or my name. I am
Yahweh.

3Tell them that for all future time, if they or any of their descendants become unfit for any reason to do the work
that priests must do, they must not go near anything the people of Israel have dedicated to me as an offering.
Anyone who violates this rule will no longer be part of my people. I am Yahweh.

41f any descendant of Aaron has a contagious skin disease or a discharge from his private parts, he is not allowed
to eat any of the sacred offerings until he is cured. He will also be unfit for his work if he touches anything that has

touched a corpse, or if he touches anyone who has an emission of semen, %or if he touches anything that crawls on

the ground, or if he touches any person who causes him to be unfit for his work. ®Any priest who touches anything
unclean will be unclean until evening. He must not eat any of the holy things, unless he first washes his body with

water. 7After the sun sets, he may eat food from the sacred offerings, because they are now his food that is to be

eaten. 8But he must not eat anything that has died a natural death or that has been killed by wild animals, because
if he did that, he would be unfit to work for me. I, Yahweh, am commanding those things.

9The priests must obey my commandments; they must not despise them, or they will become guilty and die. I am
Yahweh, the one who sets them apart for my honor.

19N0 one who does not belong to a priest's family is permitted to eat from the sacred offering. No one who is
visiting the priest, or one that has been hired by the priest, none of them is permitted to eat it. 1"But if a priest
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buys a slave, or if a slave is born in his house, that slave is permitted to eat such food. 12If a priest’s daughter
marries a man who is not a priest, she is no longer permitted to eat the sacred foods that were given to Yahweh as

gifts or offerings. 13But suppose that a priest’s daughter who has no children becomes a widow or becomes
divorced, and suppose also that she returns to her father’s house to live there as she did when she was young. In
that case, she may eat the same food that her father eats. But no other person is permitted to eat any of it.

141f anyone who is not permitted to eat a sacred offering eats it without realizing that it is sacred, he must pay the

priest for the food and add an extra one-fifth to it. 1>When the priests bring offerings to me, the sacred offerings
that the Israelite people bring to them, they must not treat those offerings as though they were not special to me;

16the people must not allow anyone who is not a priest to eat any of those offerings. If they did that, they would
become guilty. I am Yahweh, the one who sets the Israelite people apart from other people and makes them holy
for my honor.”

17yahweh also said to Moses, '8“Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelite people and tell them that I say
this to them, ‘If any of you Israelites or foreigners who live in Israel brings to me an animal that will be completely
burned on the altar, either as a result of a solemn promise that you made to me or to be an offering that is given

voluntarily, °you must bring from your cattle or sheep or goats an animal that has no defects, in order that I may

accept it. 2°Do not bring any animals that have defects, because I will not accept them for you. 2'Similarly, when
someone brings from his cattle or sheep or goats an offering to promise friendship with me, either to fulfill a
promise that he made to me or to be a voluntary offering—for me to accept it, it must have no defects or

blemishes. 22Do not offer to me animals that are blind or injured or maimed, or any animal that has warts or a
festering sore. 23You may present to me to be a voluntary offering an ox or a sheep that is injured or stunted, but it

will not be accepted to fulfill a promise made to me. 24You must not offer to me animals whose testicles are
bruised, crushed, torn or cut. You must not present these kind of damaged animals as offerings to Yahweh

anywhere in the land where you live, 22and you must not accept such animals that are sold to you by a foreigner.
You must not offer them to me as food for me. Such animals will not be accepted by me, because they are
deformed or have defects.”

26yahweh also said to Moses, 27“When a calf or lamb or goat is born, it must remain with its mother for seven days.

After that, it can be accepted to be an offering to me that will be burned. 28Do not slaughter a cow or a sheep and
its newborn young on the same day.

2%When you sacrifice an animal to thank me for what I have done, sacrifice it in a way that I will accept. 30The meat
must be eaten on that day. Do not leave any of it until the next morning. I, Yahweh, am the one who is
commanding this.

310bey all my commands. I, Yahweh, am commanding them. 32Do not dishonor me by disobeying them. You

Israelite people must acknowledge that I, Yahweh, am holy, and I am the one who causes you to be holy. 33And I
am the one who brought you out of Egypt in order that I, Yahweh, will be your God.”

Chapter 23

Tyahweh said to Moses, 2“Tell the Israelites about the festivals for Yahweh, the days when you all must gather
together in holy assemblies on set times each year, as festivals in which you worship me.

3vYou may work for six days each week, but on the seventh day you must not do any work. You must rest. It is a
sacred day when you must gather together to worship me. Wherever you live, you must rest on that day.

4There are festivals that I am establishing for you. These will be sacred days when you must gather together to
worship me. >The first festival is the Passover. That festival will begin at twilight on the appointed day each spring
and end the following day. ®The next day will begin the Festival of Bread with no Yeast. That festival will continue
for seven days. During that time, the bread that you eat must be made without yeast. 7On the first day of that
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festival, all of you must stop your regular work and gather together to worship me. 80n each of the seven days,
you must present to me several animals as an offering to be completely burned on the altar. On the seventh day, all
of you must again stop your regular work and gather to worship me.”

9Yahweh also told Moses %o tell the Israelite people about other festivals. He said, “After you arrive in the land
which I am giving to you, and when you harvest your crops for the first time there, bring to the priest some of the
first grain that you harvest. 170n the day after the next Sabbath day, the priest will lift it up high to dedicate it to
me, in order that I may accept it as your gift. 120n that same day you must sacrifice to me a one year old male
lamb that has no defects. You must burn it on the altar. '3You must also burn a flour offering. That offering must
consist of four and one-half liters of good flour, ground grain, mixed with olive oil. The smell of those things
burning will be very pleasing to me. Along with that, you must also offer one liter of wine, which will be a liquid
offering. Do not eat any bread or any roasted or unroasted grain on that day until after you have brought those
offerings to me, your God. You and all your descendants must always obey these commands, wherever you live.

15Count seven weeks and one day after the priest offers that bundle of grain to me. '®Then on the day after the
seventh Sabbath, each family must bring to me an offering from the new crop of grain. From your homes, bring
two loaves of bread to the priest. He will lift them up high to dedicate them as an offering to me. Those loaves
must be baked from four and one-half liters of good flour that has yeast mixed with it. That bread will be an
offering to me from the first wheat that you harvest each year. 18Along with this bread, you must present to me
seven one year old lambs with no defects, one young bull, and two rams. They must all be completely burned on
the altar. All those offerings, with the flour offering and the wine offering, will be burned, and the smell of all those
things burning will be very pleasing to me. 1Then you must also kill one male goat as an offering for your sins,
and two one year old male lambs to be an offering for you to promise friendship with me. 2°The priest will lift up
these offerings high to dedicate them to me. He will also offer the loaves of bread that were baked from the first
wheat that you harvest. Those offerings are special to me; but they are for the priest. 2'0n that day, you must stop
your regular work and gather to worship me. You and all your descendants must always obey these commands,
wherever you live.

22\hen you harvest the grain in your fields, do not harvest what is along the edges of the fields, and do not pick up
the grain that the harvesters drop. Leave it for the poor people and for the foreigners who are living among you.
Do not forget that it is I, Yahweh your God, who am commanding those things!”

23yahweh also told Moses 24to give these instructions to the Israelite people: “Each year in the seventh month, on
the first day of that month, all of you must celebrate that day, on which you will completely rest. You must not do
any work on that day. When the priests blow their trumpets loudly, you all must gather together as a holy

assembly, to worship me. 25All of you must not do any regular work on that day. Instead, you must present
offerings to me that will be burned on the altar.”

26yahweh also said to Moses, 27“You must celebrate a day on which you request that I forgive you for the sins that
you have committed. That day will be nine days after the festival when the priests blow the trumpets. On that day
you must not eat. You must gather together to worship me and present offerings to me that will be burned on the

altar. 28You must not do any work on that day, because it is the Day of Atonement, when the priests will offer
sacrifices to me to atone for your sins. 22You must drive out from the people anyone who does not go without
eating on that day. 3% will get rid of anyone who does any kind of work on that day. 3'You must not work at all! You

and all your descendants must always obey these commands, wherever you live. 32That day will be a day of
complete rest for all of you, and on that day you must fast to show that you are sorry for having sinned. That day of
rest and going without food will begin on the evening before the day in which you ask me to forgive you for your
sins, and it will end on the evening of the following day.”

33yahweh also said to Moses, 34Tell the Israelite people that each year they must also celebrate the Festival of

Shelters. That festival will begin five days after the Day of Atonement. This festival will last for seven days. 3°0On the
first day of that festival, the people must gather together to worship me, and they must not do any regular work.
360n each of the seven days of this festival, they must present to me an offering of animals that will be burned on
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the altar. On the eighth day, they must gather again as a holy assembly to worship me and present to me another
animal that will be burned on the altar. That also will be a sacred gathering, and they must not work on that day,
either.

37To summarize, those are the festivals that I have appointed. Celebrate these festivals by gathering together to
present to me all the various offerings that will be burned on the altar—animals that will be burned completely,
and offerings of flour, offerings to promise friendship with me, and offerings of wine. Each offering must be

brought on the day that I have indicated. 38You must celebrate these festivals in addition to worshiping me on the
Sabbath days. And you must give me all those offerings in addition to the offerings that people personally decide
to give, and in addition to the offerings that people make to accompany the solemn promises that they have made.

39Returning to my instructions about the Festival of Shelters, you must celebrate this festival after you have

harvested all the crops. On the first day and on the last day of that festival, you must rest completely. 4°But on the
first day, you are permitted to pick the best fruit from trees. You will also take branches from the palm trees, leafy
branches from other trees, and willow trees near the stream, and make shelters to live in for that week. Then

rejoice in my presence for those seven days. 4'You must celebrate this festival for seven days every year. You and all
your descendants must always obey these commands, wherever you live. You must celebrate this festival in the

seventh month. 42During the seven days of that festival, all of you people who have been Israelites all of your lives

must live in shelters. 43This festival will always remind your descendants that their ancestors lived in shelters for
many years after I rescued them from Egypt. Do not forget that I, Yahweh your God, am the one who is
commanding this.”

4450 Moses gave to the Israelite people all these instructions concerning the festivals that Yahweh wanted them to
celebrate each year.

Chapter 24

Tyahweh also said to Moses, 2“Command the Israelite people to constantly bring you clear oil made from pressed

olives to burn in the lamps in the sacred tent, in order that those lamps will burn all the time. 30utside the curtain
of the very holy place, Aaron must take care of the lamps in my presence continually, in order that they will burn all

during the night. That regulation must be obeyed forever. 4The priests must constantly take care of the lamps that
burn in my presence.

3Also, each week you must take some fine flour and bake twelve very big loaves of bread, using four and one-half
liters of flour for each loaf. ®Put the loaves in two rows, with six loaves in each row, on the table covered with pure
gold, in my presence. Along each row, place on the gold table some pure incense to be burned as an offering to
me instead of the bread. 8The priests must put new loaves of bread on the table each Sabbath day, to signify the
covenant that will never end, which I have made with you Israelites. 9When the loaves are removed from the table,

they will belong to Aaron and his sons. They must eat them in a place set aside for this purpose, because they are
part of the offerings—the offerings that belong only to me—that are given to me by being burned.”

10-11There was a man whose mother’s name was Shelomith. She was an Israelite whose father was Dibri from the
tribe of Dan. Her son’s father was from Egypt. One day this man and another Israelite man started to fight inside
the camp. And while they were fighting, that man cursed Yahweh. 12So the Israelite people seized him and guarded
him until they could find out what Yahweh would reveal to them what they should do to that man.

13Then Yahweh said to Moses, #Tie up and take outside the camp the man who has cursed me. There all those
who heard what he said must put their hands on his head to indicate that he is guilty, and then all the people must

kill him by throwing stones at him. 3Tell the Israelites, ‘If anyone curses me, he must endure the consequences.

1650 anyone who curses me must be executed. All the people must throw stones at him. It does not matter if he is
a foreigner or an Israelite from birth. Anyone who curses me must be executed.
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17Also, if anyone murders another person, the people must execute him. 'And anyone who kills another person's
animal must give that person a live animal to replace the one that he killed. °And if one person injures another
person, the injured person is allowed to injure the person who injured him in the same way. 2%If someone breaks
one of another person’s bones, that person is allowed to break one of the bones of the person who injured him. If
someone gouges out an eye of another person, that person is allowed to gouge out the eye of the person who
injured him. If someone knocks out the tooth of another person, that person is allowed to knock out one of his

teeth. What is done to the offender must be the same as what he did to the other person. 2'Whoever kills another
person’s animal must give that person a live animal to replace the one that he killed, but the people must execute

anyone who murders another person. 22You Israelites and foreigners who live among you must all have that same
law. I, Yahweh your God, am the one who has commanded it.”

23Then Moses told the Israelites what they must do to the man who cursed Yahweh, so they took the man outside
the camp and killed him by throwing stones at him. They did what Yahweh commanded Moses to tell them to do.

Chapter 25

Tyahweh said to Moses on Mount Sinai, 2“Tell the Israelites that Yahweh is giving these commands to them: When
you enter the land that he is about to give you, every seventh year you must honor him by not planting any crops.

You must allow the ground to rest. 3During six years, you are to plant crops in your fields, prune your grapevines,
and harvest your crops. 4But during the seventh year you must allow your fields to rest, in order to honor Yahweh.

Do not plant seeds in your fields or prune your grapevines during the seventh year. In the seventh year, you must
not bring workers together to harvest whatever grain has grown in your fields; you must not bring workers
together to harvest whatever grapes have grown on the vines that you did not cut back. You must allow the land to

rest for that one year. ®But you are permitted to eat whatever crops have grown by themselves during that year.
You and your male and female servants, and workers whom you have hired, and any foreigners who are living

among you—you may all eat those things. And your livestock and the wild animals in your land are permitted to
eat them during that year as well.

8-9After every forty-nine years has ended, you must do this for the celebration of Jubilee. On the tenth day of the

seventh month of the next year, blow trumpets throughout the country, to announce the Day of Atonement. 1%Set
apart that year in order to honor Yahweh. You must proclaim everywhere, to all the people, that this year will be
the time for giving the land back to the families that first owned it when Yahweh brought you into your land. It will

also be the time for setting free any of Yahweh's people who are slaves. 1'This year of Jubilee, the fiftieth year, will
be a year in which you must rejoice and obey Yahweh's special instructions. During that year do not plant anything,

and do not harvest in your usual manner the crops or grapes that have grown by themselves. 12t will be a year for
you to rejoice in, the year of Jubilee. You will treat it as special, and eat only what has grown by itself.

131N that year of celebration, the year of Jubilee, and everyone must return to their property to the original owner
of it.

141f you sell some of your land to a fellow Israelite or if you buy some land from one of them, you must treat that

person fairly. 13If you buy land, the price that you will pay will depend on the number of years until the next
celebration of Jubilee. If someone sells land to you, he will charge a price that reflects the number of years
remaining until the next year of celebration of Jubilee, when all property will be returned to their original owners.

16 there will be many years before the next time for the celebration of Jubilee, the price will be higher. If there will
be only a few years until the next year of celebration, the price will be lower. You could say that what he is really

selling you is the number of crops you could harvest before the next year of the celebration of Jubilee. '7Do not
cheat each other. Instead, honor Yahweh. It is Yahweh, whom we Israelites worship, who is commanding us to do
these things.

180bey all my laws carefully. If you do that, you will continue to live safely in your country. '®The crops will grow
well on the land, and you will have plenty to eat. 29But you may ask, “If we do not plant or harvest our crops during
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the seventh year, what will we have to eat?” 2'Yahweh answers you that he will bless you very much during the
sixth year, with the result that during that year there will be enough crops to provide food for you for three years.

22Then, after you plant seed during the eighth year and wait for the crops to grow, you will eat the food grown in
the sixth year; you will continue to eat it until you harvest your crops in the ninth year.

23you must not sell any of your land to belong to someone else permanently, because the land is not yours. It is

really mine, and you are only living on it temporarily and farming it for me. 24Throughout the country that you will
possess, you must remember that if someone sells some of his land to you, he is permitted to buy it back from you
at any time.

2550 if one of your fellow Israelites becomes poor and sells some of his property to you for money, the person who
is most closely related to him is permitted to come and buy back that land for him. 26However, if a man has no one

to buy the land for him, but if he himself prospers again and has saved enough money to buy that land back, 2’he
must calculate how many years there will be until the next year of celebration. Then he must pay to the man who
bought the land the money that the other man would have earned by growing crops on that land for those years.

28t if the original owner does not have enough money to buy back the land that he sold, it will continue to
belong to the man who bought it until the next year of the celebration of Jubilee. In that year he will take
possession of it again, and he will be able to farm it again.

291f someone sells a house in a city that has a wall around it, during the next year he will be permitted to buy it

back from the man who bought it. 3%If he does not buy it during that year, it will belong permanently to the man
who bought it, and to that man’s descendants. He does not need to return it to the original owner in the year of

celebration of Jubilee. 31But houses that are in villages without walls are considered to be as though they were in a
field. So if someone sells one of those houses, he is permitted to buy it back at any time. And even if he does not
buy it, he will take possession of it again at the year of the celebration of Jubilee.

32The descendants of Levi are a special case, however. If they sell their houses in the cities that belong to them,

they are permitted to buy them back at any time. 33But even if they do not buy back those houses, they will
become theirs again in the year of the celebration of Jubilee, because those houses are in their cities, on land that

the other Israelites had given to them. 34But the pastureland near their towns must not be sold. It must belong to
the original owners permanently.

351f one of your fellow Israelites becomes poor and is unable to buy what he needs, others of you must help him as

you would help a foreigner who is living among you temporarily. 36If you lend money to him, do not charge any
kind of interest. Instead, show by what you do that you honor your God; you must help that man, in order that he

will be able to continue to live among you. 37If you lend him money, do not charge interest; and if you sell food to

him, charge him only what you paid for it. Do not try to make a profit from it. 3Do not forget that it is Yahweh your
God who is giving you these commands; it is, after all, Yahweh who brought you out of Egypt to be your God and to
give you the land of Canaan.

391f one of your fellow Israelites becomes poor and sells himself to you, do not force him to work like a slave.
40Treat him as you treat workers whom you hire or like someone who is living on your land temporarily. He must
work for you only until the year of the celebration of Jubilee. 4'During that year, you must free him, and he may go

back to his family and to the property that his ancestors owned. 4It is as though we Israelites are all Yahweh's
slaves, whom he freed from being slaves in Egypt. So none of you should buy each other and make each other into

slaves. 3And do not treat the Israelites whom you buy cruelly. Instead, honor Yahweh, our God.

441f you want to have slaves, you are permitted to buy them from nearby people groups. 4°You are also permitted
to buy some of the foreigners who are living among you, and members of their clans that were born in your

country. You may own them. 46They will be your slaves for the remaining years of your life, and after you die, it is
permitted for your children to own them. But you must not act in brutal ways toward your fellow Israelites.
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47suppose a foreigner who is living among you becomes rich, and if a fellow Israelite becomes poor and sells
himself to that foreigner or to a member of his clan, 4%it is permitted for someone to pay for him to be freed. It is

permitted for one of his relatives to pay for him to be released. 4°An uncle or a cousin or another relative in his clan
may pay for him to be released. Or, if he prospers and gets enough money, he is permitted to pay for his own

release. 5%The man who wants to pay for his own release must count the number of years until the next year of the
celebration of Jubilee. The price he pays to the man who bought him will depend on the pay that would be given to

a hired worker for that number of remaining years. 31If there are a lot of years that remain until the year of
celebration, he must pay for his release a larger amount of the money. 52If there are only a few years that remain

until the year of the celebration of Jubilee, he must pay a smaller amount to be released. >3During those years that
he is working for the man who bought him, the man who bought him must treat him like he would treat a hired
worker, and all of you must make sure that his owner does not treat him cruelly.

34And even if a fellow Israelite who has sold himself to a rich man is not able to pay for himself to be freed by any

of these ways, he and his children must be freed in the year of the celebration of Jubilee, >>because it is as though
you Israelites are my slaves, whom I, Yahweh your God, freed from being slaves in Egypt.”

Chapter 26

Tyahweh also said this to Moses on Mount Sinai, “Do not make idols or set up carved figures or sacred stones to
worship as if they were God. And do not put on your property a stone that you have carved so you can bow down
to it. You must worship only me, Yahweh, your God.

2Honor the Sabbath days and revere my sacred tent, because I, Yahweh, live there.

3If you carefully obey all my commands, 4I will send rain for you at the proper times in order that crops will grow on

your land and there will be plenty of fruit on your trees. >You will continue harvesting and threshing grain until it is
time to harvest grapes, and you will continue to harvest grapes until it is time to start planting things in the
following year. You will have all the food that you want to eat, and you will live safely in your land.

51f you obey all my laws, there will be peace in your country, and when you lie down to sleep. Nothing will cause
you to be afraid. I will get rid of the dangerous animals in your country, and there will be no wars in your country.

7You will pursue your enemies and kill them with your swords. &Five of you will pursue a hundred of them, and a
hundred of you will pursue ten thousand of them and kill them.

91f you obey all my laws, I will bless you and cause you to have many children. And I will do what I said that I would
do in the covenant that I made with you. '®When you are still eating food from the harvest from the previous year,
it will be necessary for you to throw away some of it to make space to store the new harvest. 11 will live among you
in my sacred tent, and I will never reject you. 121 will live among you and continue to be your God, and you will

continue to be my people. 31 am Yahweh your God, the one who brought you out of Egypt in order that you would
no longer be slaves of the people of Egypt. When you were there, it was as though you were animals that were
pulling plows for the people of Egypt, but I broke the bars of the yokes that they had put around your necks; I
made you able to walk with your heads up.

14yt suppose you pay no attention to me; suppose you refuse to obey what I have told you to do. '3Suppose that
you reject my decrees and laws, and do not obey me, but that instead you reject the covenant that I made with you.
161N that case, these are the things that I will do to you. I will suddenly send disasters that will ruin you. You will
have diseases that cannot be cured, and fevers that will cause you to become blind and will slowly kill you. It will be
useless for you to plant your fields, because your enemies will eat the crops that grow. I will reject you, so your
enemies will conquer you. Then they will rule over you, and you will be so terrified that you will run away even if
they do not pursue you.
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184t after all these things happen to you, if you still refuse to obey me, I will continue to punish you again and
again for the sins that you have committed. 1°I will punish you so much that you will no longer be stubborn or
proud. I will not let any rain fall in your land. It will be as though the sky were made of iron, and the ground were as
hard as bronze. 2%vou will uselessly work very hard to plant seeds, because crops will not grow in the hard soil in
your fields, and fruit will not grow on your trees.

211f you continue to act against me and refuse to obey me, I will cause you to experience disasters again and again,
as you deserve to experience because of your sins. 22 will send wild animals to attack you, and they will kill your
little children and destroy your cattle. There will be very few of you who will remain alive, with the result that there
will be very few people traveling about on the roads in your country.

23\When you experience those things that I do to punish you, if you still do not pay attention to me, and if you
continue to act against me, 24 myself will act against you, and I will punish you for your sins again and again. 2
will send armies to you to punish you for not doing the things that I commanded you to do in the covenant that I
made with you. If you try to escape from your enemies by hiding behind your city walls, I will send plagues to you,

51

and I will allow your enemies to capture you. 26When I destroy your supplies of food, there will be very little flour
with which to make bread. As a result, ten women will be able to bake all their bread in only one oven. When the
bread is baked, each woman will divide it among the members of her family, but there will be very little for each

one, and when they have eaten all of it, they will still be hungry.

27 pfter all those things happen, if you still do not obey me, if you still act against me, 28 will be very angry with
you, and I will act against you; I myself will punish you for your sins again and again. 2°You will be so hungry that

you will kill your sons and daughters and eat their flesh. 3%I will make sure that other people destroy the hills where
you have worshiped idols. I will smash the altars where you burn incense to worship your gods, and I will cause

your corpses to be piled on the lifeless figures of your idols. And I will hate you. 3'I will cause your cities to become
heaps of ruins, and I will cause the buildings that you built for your idols to collapse. And I will not be pleased at all

with the aroma of your offerings that are burned on the altar. 32I will completely ruin your country, with the result
that even your enemies who capture it will be shocked when they see this happen. 331 will enable your enemies to
kill you with their swords, and I will cause them to scatter the rest of you among other people groups. I will make
sure that they ruin your country and destroy your cities. 34After that happens, as long as you are living in your
enemies’ countries, I will allow your land to rest, as you should have done every seven years. 33During all the time
that no one is in your land, it will be able to rest. This will be unlike you, who never allowed it to rest while you were
there.

36As for you people who will remain alive in the countries to which your enemies will have taken you, I will make
you very afraid, so when you hear the wind blowing leaves, you will run away. 37You will run as if a man with a
sword were chasing you, and you will fall down, even though no one is coming behind you. You will stumble over
each other trying to flee. You will not be able to stand and fight your enemies. 33Many of you will die in your
enemies’ countries. 3And those of you who remain alive will slowly die and rot there because of your sins and the
sins of your ancestors.

40-41Bt your descendants must confess their sins and the sins that their ancestors committed. Their ancestors
acted unfaithfully toward me and were hostile to me, so I forced them to go to their enemies’ countries. But when
your descendants humble themselves and stop being very stubborn and accept being punished for their sins, 41
will keep in mind the covenant that I made with your ancestors Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, and what I promised
to them about the land of Canaan. 43But before that happens, my people will be forced to leave their land, with the

result that the land will be able to rest while no one is in it, and while I am punishing the people for rejecting my
laws and hating my decrees. 44But I will still not reject them or hate them and destroy them completely. I will not

cancel the covenant that I made with them. I will still be Yahweh, the God whom they should worship. 4> will keep
in mind the covenant that I made with your ancestors when I brought them out of Egypt, something that the
people of all nations heard about. I did this so that I, Yahweh, would be your God.”
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46Those are the commandments, the decrees, and the laws that Yahweh established on Mount Sinai between
himself and the Israelite people by giving them to Moses to tell to them.

Chapter 27

Tyahweh also said to Moses, 2“Tell the Israelite people these things for me: ‘If a man solemnly promises to set apart
another person to belong only to Yahweh, Yahweh will be willing to set that person free from having to do that if
the responsible man pays the priest an amount of money. The priest must calculate the amount of money in terms

of the silver pieces that they use in Yahweh's sacred tent. 3These are the amounts that Yahweh has set for this kind
of transaction:

fifty pieces of silver for men who are between twenty and sixty years old;
4thirty pieces of silver for adult women who are between twenty and sixty years old.

STwenty pieces of silver would be paid for young men who are between five and twenty years old;

ten pieces of silver for young women who are between five and twenty years old;

5five pieces of silver for boys who are between one month and five years old;

three pieces of silver for girls who are between one month and five years old.

7Fifteen pieces of silver would be paid for men who are more than sixty years old;

ten pieces of silver for women who are more than sixty years old.

8If anyone who has made such a solemn promise is very poor and unable to pay to set free the person whom he
has given to Yahweh, he must take that person to the priest. The priest will set the price for freeing him to an
amount that the person can pay.

91If someone solemnly promises Yahweh to give him an animal that is acceptable to him, that animal becomes very

special to Yahweh; it belongs to him alone. 1°The person who promised to give it must not give another animal
instead of the one that he promised. He must not substitute a bad one for a good one or even a better one than

the one offered. If he tries to do that, both animals will become dedicated to Yahweh. 11If the animal that he
wishes to give to Yahweh is a kind that is unacceptable to be an offering, he must take the animal to the priest.

12The priest then will decide what its value is, according to the animal’s quality. Whatever value the priests sets will

be the value, and that is the price of the animal. '3If the man who gave the animal later decides that he wants to
buy it back, he must pay to the priest that price plus an added one-fifth.

14Similarly, if someone dedicates his house, and to set it apart for the honor of Yahweh, the priest will decide how
much it is worth, which will depend on the house’s condition. Whatever the priest says that it is worth, that will be

its value. "3If a man set apart his house for the honor of Yahweh, but later he wants to buy it back, he must pay
that price plus an added one-fifth, and then the house will belong to him again.

161f someone sets apart for the honor of Yahweh some of the property that belongs to him and his family, its value
will be determined by the quantity of seed that would be needed to sow that entire tract of land. It will be ten

pieces of silver for each 220 liters of seed. 17If the man sets apart for the honor of Yahweh the land during the year

of the celebration of Jubilee, its value will be the full amount. 'But if he sets apart his field to Yahweh after the year
of the celebration of Jubilee, the priest will count the number of years until the next year of the celebration of

Jubilee, and if there are not many years that remain, the price will be much lower than the full price. 1°If the person
who set apart the field for Yahweh later wants to buy it back, he must pay to the priest the price that the priest says

it is worth, plus an added one-fifth, and then the field will belong to that man again. 2°However, if he does not buy
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it back, or if it has been sold to someone else, he will never be permitted to buy it back again. 2'In the year of the
celebration of Jubilee, it will be permanently set apart as a holy gift for Yahweh, and it will be given to the priest.

221f someone sets apart for the honor of Yahweh some land that he has bought, land which is not part of the land

that his family has always owned, Z3the priest must count the number of years until the next year of the
celebration of Jubilee to determine how much it is worth, and the man must pay that amount to the priest on that

day, and then that land will belong to him again, and his payment becomes a holy gift to Yahweh. 2*However, in the
year of the celebration of Jubilee, the land will again come into the possession of the person from whom he bought

it, the person whose family had always owned that land. 2°All the silver that is paid must be calculated in terms of
the official pieces of silver in the sacred tent.

26N one is permitted to dedicate the firstborn of any cow or sheep for any purpose, because the firstborn already

belongs to Yahweh. 27If someone gives to him an animal that is not acceptable to him, that person may later buy it
back by paying what it is worth plus an added one-fifth of its value. If he does not buy it back, it must be sold for its
standard price.

28 owever, no slave or animal or family land that someone owns can be sold or bought back after it has been
dedicated to Yahweh. It becomes holy to Yahweh.

29No person who has done something that Yahweh considers to be very wicked is permitted to go free. The people
must certainly execute such a person.

300ne tenth of all the crops and grain or fruit that is produced on anyone’s land is sacred and belongs to Yahweh.
311f anyone wants to buy back any of that tenth, he must pay to the priest what it is worth plus an added one-fifth.

32And every ten domestic animals belongs to Yahweh. When a shepherd counts them as they pass under his
walking stick, to decide which ones he will give to me, he must mark every tenth one as belonging to Yahweh.

33When he does that, he must not pick out the good ones or leave the bad ones, or substitute bad ones for good
ones. If he substitutes one animal for another, both animals will belong to Yahweh, and the shepherd will not be
permitted to buy them back.”

34Those are the commands that Yahweh gave to Moses on Mount Sinai to tell to the people.
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Numbers

Chapter 1

1In the second month of the year after the Israelite people had left Egypt, Yahweh spoke to Moses while he was in
the sacred tent, in the wilderness of Sinai. Yahweh said to him, 2“Count how many Israelite men, from each family

in Israel, and count them by name. 3You and Aaron must count the men who are at least twenty years old, those
who can serve as soldiers in the army. Write down the number of the men, along with the names of their clans and

families. 4I have chosen one man from each of the tribes to help you to do this. Each one must be a leader of his
clan.

56Their names are:

Elizur son of Shedeur, from the tribe of Reuben;

Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai, from the tribe of Simeon; 7°Nahshon son of Amminadab, from the tribe of Judah;
Nethanel son of Zuar, from the tribe of Issachar;

Eliab son of Helon, from the tribe of Zebulun; 1%11Elishama son of Ammihud, from the tribe of Joseph's son
Ephraim;

Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, from the tribe of Joseph’s son Manasseh;
Abidan son of Gideoni, from the tribe of Benjamin;

12-15phiezer son of Ammishaddai, from the tribe of Dan;

Pagiel son of Ocran, from the tribe of Asher;

Eliasaph son of Deuel, from the tribe of Gad;

Ahira son of Enan, from the tribe of Naphtali.”

16These were the men whom Yahweh chose from the people. They were leaders of their tribes. They were the chief
men of the clans of the Israelite people.

17aaron and Moses summoned all these leaders, 18and they gathered all of the people on that same day. They
listed the names of all the men who were at least 20 years old, and with their names they wrote the names of their

clans and their family groups 1%just as Moses had commanded. They wrote the names while the Israelites were
there in the wilderness of Sinai.

20-21There were 46,500 men from the tribe of Reuben (who was Jacob's oldest son) who were at least twenty years
old and were able to fight in battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

22-23There were 59,300 men from the tribe of Simeon who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

24-25There were 45,650 men from the tribe of Gad who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

26-27There were 74,600 men from the tribe of Judah who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.
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28-29There were 54,400 men from the tribe of Issachar who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

30-31There were 57,400 men from the tribe of Zebulun who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

32-33There were 40,500 men from the tribe of Ephraim who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

34-35There were 32,200 men from the tribe of Manasseh who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight
in battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

36-37There were 35,400 men from the tribe of Benjamin who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in

battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

38-39There were 62,700 men from the tribe of Dan who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

40-41There were 41,500 men from the tribe of Asher who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

42-43There were 53,400 men from the tribe of Naphtali who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

44-45That was the number of men from each tribe that Aaron and Moses and the twelve leaders of the tribes of
Israel listed, along with the names of their clans. 46The total was 603,550 men.

478yt this number did not include the names of the men of the tribe of Levi, 48because Yahweh had said to Moses,
49When you count the men of the tribes of Israel, do not count the men in the tribe of Levi. *®Appoint the male
descendants of Levi to take care of the sacred tent and the chest inside it that contains the tablets on which are
written the Ten Commandments. They must also take care of the other things that are inside the tent. When you
travel, they are the ones who must carry the sacred tent and all the things that are inside it, and they must take
care of it and set up their tents around it. *'Whenever it is time for all of you to move to another location, the
descendants of Levi are the ones who must dismantle the sacred tent. And when it is time to stop traveling, they
are the ones who must set it up again. Any other person who goes near the sacred tent to do this work must be
executed. >The people of each Israelite tribe must set up their tents in their own area, and they must set up a flag
that represents their tribe. >3But the male descendants of Levi must set up their tents around the sacred tent in
order to protect the other Israelite people from being punished by Yahweh for coming close to the sacred tent. The
descendants of Levi are the ones who must stand around the sacred tent to guard it.”

3450 the Israelite people did everything just like Yahweh had commanded Moses.

Chapter 2

1Then Yahweh said this to Aaron and Moses, 2“When the Israelites set up their tents, they are to set them up in
areas that surround the sacred tent, but not close to it. The people of each tribe must set up their tents in a
different area. Each tribe must put up a flag in that area that identifies their tribe.

3-4The people of the tribe of Judah must set up their tents on the east side of the sacred tent, close to their tribal
flag. Nahshon son of Amminadab, will be the leader of the 74,600 men of the tribe of Judah.

56The people of the tribe of Issachar will set up their tents beside Judah. Nethanel son of Zuar will be the leader of
the 54,400 men of the tribe of Issachar.
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7-8The people of the tribe of Zebulun will set up their tents beside Issachar. Eliab son of Helon, will be the leader of
the 57,400 men of the tribe of Zebulun.

950 there will be 186,400 troops on the east side of the sacred tent. Whenever the Israelites move to a new
location, those three tribes must go in front of the others.

10-11The tribe of Reuben must set up their tents on the south side of the sacred tent, close to their tribal flag. Elizur
son of Shedeur, will be the leader of the 46,500 men of the tribe of Reuben.

12-13The people of the tribe of Simeon will set up their tents beside Reuben. Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai, will be
the leader of the 59,300 men of the tribe of Simeon.

14-15The people of the tribe of Gad will set up their tents beside Simeon. Eliasaph son of Deuel, will be the leader of
the 45,650 men of the tribe of Gad.

1650 there will be 151,450 troops on the south side of the sacred tent. Those three tribes will follow the first group
when the Israelites travel.

17Behind that group will walk the descendants of Levi, who will carry the sacred tent. The Israelites will march in
the same order that they always set up their tents. Each tribe will carry its own flag.

18-19The tribe of Ephraim must set up their tents on the west side of the sacred tent, close to their tribal flag.
Elishama son of Ammihud, will be the leader of the 40,500 men of the tribe of Ephraim.

20-21The people of the tribe of Manasseh will set up their tents beside Ephraim. Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, will be
the leader of the 32,200 men of the tribe of Manasseh.

22-23The people of the tribe of Benjamin will set up their tents beside Manasseh. Abidan son of Gideoni, will be the
leader of the 35,400 men of the tribe of Benjamin.

2450 there will be 108,100 troops on the west side of the sacred tent. Those three tribes will follow the second
group, behind the descendants of Levi.

25-26The tribe of Dan must set up their tents on the north side of the sacred tent, close to their tribal flag. Ahiezer
son of Ammishaddai, will be the leader of the 62,700 men of the tribe of Dan.

27-28The people of the tribe of Asher will set up their tents beside Dan. Pagiel son of Ocran, will be the leader of the
41,500 men of the tribe of Asher.

23-30The people of the tribe of Napthali will set up their tents beside Asher. Ahira son of Enan, will be the leader of
the 53,400 men of the tribe of Naphtali.

3150 there will be 157,600 troops on the north side of the sacred tent. Those three tribes will be last. They must
carry their own flags when the Israelites travel.”

3250 there were 603,550 Israelite men who were able to fight who were listed according to their families’ ancestors.
33yt just as Yahweh had commanded, Moses and Aaron did not count the Levites among the people of Israel.

34The Israelites did everything that Yahweh had told Moses. They set up their tents close to their tribal flags, and
when they traveled to a new location, they walked with their own clans and family groups.

Chapter 3

1These are some of the things that happened to Aaron and Moses when Yahweh spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai.
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2Aaron had four sons. They were Nadab the oldest, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 3These are the names of Aaron’s

sons who were anointed priests and set apart as priests and whom he ordained to serve as priests. 4But, while
Yahweh was watching, Nadab and Abihu died in the wilderness of Sinai because they burned incense in a manner
that was disobedient to what Yahweh had commanded. They had no sons, so Eleazar and Ithamar were the only
sons of Aaron who were left to be priests, along with their father Aaron.

5Then Yahweh said to Moses, %Bring the men of the tribe of Levi and present them to Aaron, in order that they
may assist him. 7They will serve Aaron and all the other Israelite people, while they do their work inside the sacred
tent and outside it. 8They must serve all the Israelite people by taking care of all the things that are inside the
sacred tent. ?Appoint them to help Aaron and his two sons. I have chosen them from all the Israelite people to do

that. "9Appoint Aaron and his two sons to do the work that priests do. But anyone else who comes close to the
sacred tent to do that work must be executed.”

Myahweh also told Moses, 12“Note that from all the Israelites I have chosen the men of the tribe of Levi to take the

places of all the firstborn sons of the Israelite people. The male descendants of Levi belong to me, "3because truly
all the firstborn males belong to me. That is because on the day that I killed all the firstborn sons of the people of
Egypt, I spared all the firstborn sons of the Israelites and set them apart for myself. I also set apart the firstborn
males of your domestic animals. They belong to me, Yahweh.”

14yahweh spoke to Moses again in the wilderness of Sinai. He said, '5“Count the male members of the tribe of Levi.
Write down their names and the names of their clans and family groups. Count all the males who are at least one

month old.” 16S0 Moses counted them, just as Yahweh commanded.
17 evi had three sons, whose names were Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

18Gershon had two sons, Libni and Shimei. The clans who were descended from them had the same names as
those two sons.

19Kohath had four sons, Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. The clans who were descended from them had the
same names as those four sons.

20\erari had two sons, Mahli and Mushi. The clans who were descended from them had the same names as those
two sons.

Those are the clans who were descended from Levi.

21The two clans descended from Gershon are those that were descended from his sons Libni and Shimei. 22In

those two clans there were 7,500 males who were at least one month old. 22They were told to set up their tents on
the west side of the sacred tent. 24The leader of those two clans was Eliasaph son of Lael. 2>Their work was to take

care of the sacred tent, including its curtains and coverings and the curtain at its entrance, 26the curtains that
formed the walls around the courtyard that is around the tent and around the altar, the curtains that were at the
entrance of the courtyard, and the ropes for fastening the tent. They also did all the work of taking care of the
things outside the sacred tent.

27The clans that were descended from Kohath were those descended from his sons Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and
Uzziel. 28In those four clans there were 8,600 males who were at least one month old. The work of the men of the
clans was to take care of the things that are inside the sacred tent. 2°They set up their tents on the south side of

the sacred tent. 3%The leader of those four clans was Elizaphan son of Uzziel. 3'The work of the men of those clans
was to take care of the sacred chest, the table on which the priest put the sacred bread, the lampstand, the altars,
all the items that the priest used in the sacred tent, and the curtain that is inside the tent. Their work was also to
take care of the things inside the tent.

32paron’s son Eleazar was the leader of all the male descendants of Levi. He supervised all the work that was done
at the sacred tent.
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33The clans that were descended from Merari were those descended from his sons Mahli and Mushi. 34In those
two clans there were 6,200 males who were at least one month old. 35They were told to set up their tents on the

north side of the sacred tent. The leader of those two clans was Zuriel son of Abihail. 3The work of the men of
those two clans was to take care of the frames that held up the tent, the crossbars, the pillars, and the bases. They

also did all the work that was connected with those items. 3’ Their work was also to take care of the posts that held
up the curtains that formed the walls of the courtyard, and all the bases, tent pegs, and ropes that fastened those
curtains.

38paron and Moses and Aaron’s sons were told to set up their tents in the area in front of the sacred tent, on the
east side. Their work was to supervise the work that would be done in and around the sacred tent, for the benefit
of the Israelite people. Only the priests were permitted to do that. Yahweh declared that anyone else who went
near the tent to do the work that the priests do must be executed.

39When Aaron and Moses counted all the males who were at least one month old, who belonged to the clans
descended from Levi, the total was twenty-two thousand.

40Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Now count all the other firstborn males in Israel who are at least one month old,

and write down their names. 41Also, set apart for me the descendants of Levi to be substitutes for the firstborn
males of the other Israelites. And set apart for me the livestock of the descendants of Levi to be substitutes for the
firstborn livestock of the other Israelite people.”

4255 Moses did that. He counted the firstborn males of all the Israelite people, as Yahweh had commanded. 43The
total of those who were at least one month old was 22,273.

44Then Yahweh said to Moses, 4°“Set apart the descendants of Levi to be substitutes for the firstborn males of the
other Israelite people. The descendants of Levi belong to me, Yahweh. 46There are 273 more firstborn males of the

other Israelite people than of the descendants of Levi. 4748To pay for these 273 males, collect five pieces of silver
for each of them. Each of those pieces of silver must weigh the same as each of the silver pieces that are stored in
the sacred tent. Give this silver to Aaron and his sons.”

4950 Moses did that. He collected the silver from those 273 males. 5°The total was 1,365 pieces of silver. Each silver

piece weighed the same as each of the silver pieces stored in the sacred tent. >'Moses gave these silver pieces to
Aaron and his sons, as Yahweh had commanded.

Chapter 4

1Then Yahweh said to Moses and to Aaron, 2“Write down the names of the men who belong to the clans descended

from Kohath. 3Write the names of the men who are between 30 and 50 years old. These will be men who will do
work at the sacred tent.

4The work of these descendants of Kohath will be to take care of the sacred items that are used when the people
worship at the sacred tent. >When you Israelites move to another location, Aaron and his sons must enter the tent
to take down the curtain that separates the very holy place from the holy place in the sacred tent. They must cover
the sacred chest with that curtain. 8Then they must cover that with a covering made from fine leather skins. Over
that they must spread a blue cloth. Then they must insert into the rings on the chest the poles for carrying it.

7Then they must put a blue cloth over the table on which the priests will put the bread to display before God. On
top of the cloth they must put the bowls for incense, the pans, the other dishes, the jars for the wine that will be
offered as a sacrifice, and the sacred bread. 80ver all of this they must spread a scarlet cloth. Finally, they must put
on top a covering made from fine leather skins. Then they must insert into the rings at the corners of the tables the
poles for carrying it.
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9Then with another blue cloth they must cover the lampstand, the lamps, the lamp snuffers, the trays, and the

special jars of olive oil to burn in the lamps. 1%They must cover the lampstand and all the other items with a
covering made from fine leather skins. They must place all these things on a frame for carrying them.

MThen they must spread another blue cloth over the gold altar which is used for burning incense. Over this they
must spread a covering made from fine leather skins. Then they must insert into the rings of that altar the poles for
carrying it.

12They must take all the other items that are inside the sacred tent and wrap them in a blue cloth, cover that with a
covering made from fine leather skins, and place all that on a frame for carrying it.

13Then they must remove the ashes from the altar on which they have burned sacrifices. Then they must cover the
altar with a purple cloth. "Then they must spread on top of the cloth all the items used at the altar—the pans for
carrying the hot coals, the meat forks, the shovels, the bowls that hold the blood to sprinkle on the people, and all
the other containers. Then they must spread over all those things a covering made from fine leather skins. Then
they must insert into the rings at the sides of the altar the poles for carrying it.

15When Aaron and his sons have finished covering all these sacred things, the Israelite people will be ready to
move to a new location. The descendants of Kohath must come and carry all the sacred things to the next place
where the Israelites will set up their tents. But the descendants of Kohath must not touch any of these sacred
items, because they will immediately die if they touch them. They are the ones who will carry these things, but they
must not touch them.

16Aaron’s son Eleazar will have the work of taking care of the olive oil for the lamps, the sweet smelling incense, the
flour that will be burned on the altar each day, and the olive oil for anointing the priests. Eleazar is the one who will
supervise the work that is done at the sacred tent and the men who take care of everything that is in it.”

17Then Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses, 1820“When the descendants of Kohath approach the sacred items in the
sacred tent to take them to another location, Aaron and his sons must always go in with them and show each of
them what work to do and what things to carry. But the descendants of Kohath must not enter the sacred tent at
any other time and look at the things that are in it. If they do that, I will get rid of all the descendants of Kohath.”

2lyahweh also said to Moses, 22“Write down the names of all the men who belong to the clans descended from

Gershon. Z3Write the names of the men who are between thirty and fifty years old. They will be men who will also
do work at the sacred tent.

24This is the work that they must do and the things that they must carry when you move to a new location: 25They
must carry the curtains of the sacred tent. They must carry the sacred tent and all the things that cover it, including
the outer covering made from fine leather skins, and the curtain which is at the entrance of the sacred tent. 26They
must also carry the curtains that form the wall that surrounds the courtyard that surrounds the sacred tent and the
altar, the curtain that is at the entrance to the courtyard, and the ropes that fasten the curtains. They must also do
the packing and loading of these things. 2Aaron and his sons will supervise the work of all the descendants of
Gershom. That work includes carrying those things and doing other work that is necessary for moving them. They
must tell each of the descendants of Gershom what things they must carry. 28Those are the tasks that you must
give to the men who belong to the clans descended from Gershom. Aaron’s son Ithamar is the one who will
supervise their work.

23Count also the men who belong to the clans descended from Merari. 3®Write the names of the men who are

between thirty and fifty years old. They will be men who will also work at the sacred tent. 3'Their work will be to
carry the frames that hold up the sacred tent, the crossbars, the posts that hold up the curtains, and the bases.

32They must also carry the posts for the curtains that form the walls of the courtyard and the bases for the posts,

the tent pegs, and the ropes to fasten the curtains. Tell each man what things he must carry. 33Those are the tasks
that the descendants of Merari must do at the sacred tent. Aaron’s son Ithamar is the one who will supervise
them.”
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3450 Aaron and Moses and the Israelite leaders counted the descendants of Kohath, writing also the names of their
clans and family groups. 33They counted all the men who were between thirty and fifty years old who were able to

work at the sacred tent. 36The total was 2,750 men. 3’They were the descendants of Kohath who were able to work
at the sacred tent. Aaron and Moses counted them just as Yahweh had commanded Moses.

38They also counted the descendants of Gershon, writing also the names of their clans and family groups. 3°They
counted all the men who were between thirty and fifty years old who were able to work at the sacred tent. 4°The

total was 2,630 men. 41They were the descendants of Gershon who were able to work at the sacred tent. Aaron and
Moses counted them as Yahweh had commanded.

42They also counted the descendants of Merari, writing also the names of their clans and family groups. 43They
counted all the men who were between thirty and fifty years old who were able to work at the sacred tent. 44The

total was 3,200 men. 45They were the descendants of Merari who were able to work. Aaron and Moses counted
them as Yahweh had commanded Moses.

4650 Aaron and Moses and the Israelite leaders counted all the descendants of Levi, writing also the names of their

clans and family groups. 4’They counted all the men who were between thirty and fifty years old. They were ones
who were able to work at the sacred tent and who carried the tent and everything that was connected with it.

48The total was 8,580 men. 4°They completed the counting of all the descendants of Levi, as Yahweh had
commanded Moses. And they told each man what work he was to do and what things he must carry when they
moved to a new location.

Chapter 5

Tyahweh said to Moses, 2“Tell this to the Israelite people: ‘You must send away from your camp where you have
your tents any man or woman who has leprosy and anyone who has a discharge of some fluid from his body, and

anyone who has become unacceptable to God because of having touched a corpse. 3Send them away in order that
they will not touch people in the camp area where I live among you and cause them to become unacceptable to

me.” 4So the Israelite people obeyed what Yahweh commanded Moses.

SYahweh also told Moses, ®Tell this to the Israelite people: ‘If someone commits a crime against another person, I

consider that that person has done wrong to me. “That person must confess that he or she is guilty, and he or she
must pay to the person to whom wrong was done what others consider to be a suitable payment for what he has
done, and he must pay an extra 20 percent. 8If the person against whom the wrong was done has died and there is
no relative to whom the money can be paid, then the money belongs to me, and it must be paid to the priest. In
addition, the one who did the wrong must give a male sheep to the priest to sacrifice in order that that person’s sin

may be forgiven. 2All the sacred offerings that the Israelites present to me by bringing them to the priest will
belong to the priest. '%The priest can keep those gifts.”

Myahweh also said this to Moses: 12Tell this to the Israelite people: ‘Suppose a man thinks that his wife has not
always slept faithfully only with him. 13Suppose he thinks that she has slept with another man, but he does not
know if this is true or not, because he did not see her do it. She was not caught in the act and the fact that she
broke her vow to her husband could not be proved because no one saw her doing that. MBut if the woman’s
husband is jealous, and if he suspects that she has committed adultery, and he would want to know whether that is
true or not, and so there is a test whether she had been impure. 15To test whether she had committed adultery he
should take his wife to the priest. He must take along as an offering two liters of barley flour. The priest must not
pour olive oil or incense on it, because this is an offering that the man has brought because he is jealous. It is an
offering to find out if she is guilty or not.

16The priest must tell the woman to stand in front of the altar in my presence. 7He must put some sacred water in
a clay jar, and then he must put some dirt from the floor of the sacred tent into the water. "®He must untie the
woman's hair. Then he must put in her hands the flour offering that her jealous husband is offering to determine
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whether she has committed adultery or not. The priest must hold the bowl that contains bitter water that will
cause the woman to be cursed if she is guilty. 1°The priest must require her to solemnly declare that she will tell
the truth. He must say to her, “Has another man slept with you? Have you faithfully slept only with your husband or
not? If you have not slept with another man, nothing bad will happen to you if you drink the water. 2°But if you
have slept with another man, Yahweh will curse you. 21-22Your womb will shrivel up and your stomach will swell up.
You will never be able to give birth to children, and as a result, everyone will curse you and avoid you. If you have
committed adultery, when you drink this water, that is what will happen to you.” Then the woman must answer, “If I
am quilty, I will not object if that happens.”

23Then the priest must write with ink on a small scroll these curses and then wash the ink off into the bitter water.
24-25The priest must take from her the offering of barley flour that she is holding; he must lift it up to dedicate it to
me. Then he must put it on the altar 26and burn part of it as a sacrifice. Then the woman must drink the bitter
water. 27If the woman has committed adultery instead of faithfully sleeping only with her husband, the water will
cause her to suffer greatly. Her stomach will swell up and her womb will shrink, and she will be unable to give birth
to children. And then her relatives will curse her. 28But if she is innocent, her body will not be harmed, and she will
still be able to give birth to children.

29That is the ritual that must be performed when a woman who is married has sinned by committing adultery, 3%r
when a man is jealous and suspects that his wife has slept with another man. The priest must tell that woman to
stand at the altar in my presence and obey these instructions. 31Even if the woman has not done what the husband
suspected, he will not be punished for doing something wrong by bringing his wife to the priest. But if his wife is
guilty, she will suffer as a result.”

Chapter 6

Tyahweh also said this to Moses: 2“Tell this to the Israelite people: If any of you wants to make a solemn promise to
dedicate himself to belong to me in a special way, after you obey these instructions, you will be called a Nazir,
which means ‘a dedicated person.’ 3You must not drink any wine or other alcoholic drink. You must not drink grape
juice or eat grapes or raisins. 4You must not eat anything that comes from grapevines, not even the skins or seeds
of grapes, during the time that you are a Nazir.

SEven your hair will be dedicated to me during the time that you are a Nazir, so you must never allow anyone to cut
your hair. Until the time that your solemn promise to dedicate yourself to me is ended, you must allow your hair to
grow long. 8And you must not go near a corpse during the time that you are a Nazir. Even if the person who died
is your father or your mother or your brother or your sister, you must not cause yourself to become unacceptable
to me by coming close to the corpse. Your long hair shows that you belong to me in a special way, so you must do
what you have solemnly promised and not cut your hair. 8You are required to keep doing this all the time that you
are dedicated to me in this special way.

91If anyone dies very suddenly when he is near you, then your hair that you have dedicated to me is no longer
sacred. So you must wait seven days and then shave it all off. Then you must perform a special ritual to cause
yourself to become acceptable to me again. '°The next day you must bring two doves or two pigeons to the priest
at the entrance of the sacred tent. 1"The priest must kill the birds and offer them as sacrifices. One of them will be
an offering to take away the guilt of your sin, and the other will be an offering that is burned completely to please
me. After the priests burns them on the altar, I will forgive you for having come close to a corpse, and when your
hair grows again it will be dedicated to me again. 2The amount of time that you were set apart for me the
previous time does not count, because you had become unacceptable to me by coming close to a corpse during
the time that you were a Nazir. So you must again make a solemn promise to dedicate yourself to me for the entire
amount of time that you indicated the previous time. And you must also sacrifice a one year old lamb to take away
your guilt.
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13When the time that you promised to dedicate yourself to me is ended, go to the entrance of the sacred tent

14and offer as sacrifices to me three animals that have no defects. Offer a one year old ram that will be burned
completely, a one year old female lamb as a sacrifice to take away the guilt of your sin, and one full-grown ram as a
sacrifice to restore fellowship with me.

15When you bring those animals, you must also bring some wine to offer as a sacrifice. And you must also bring a
basket of bread that you have made with very good flour and olive oil. But you must not put any yeast in the bread.
Also brush some olive oil on some thin wafers and bring them to the priest.

16The priest will put the young lamb and the young ram on the altar and completely burn them, in order that I will

be pleased and will forgive you. "7Then he will kill the full-grown ram as an offering to restore fellowship with me,
and he will also burn on the altar some of the bread and the flour and wine.

18After that, you must stand at the entrance of the sacred tent and shave off your hair. Then you must put that hair
in the fire that is under the animal that has been sacrificed on the altar to restore fellowship with me.

19The meat from the ram’s shoulder must be boiled. After it is cooked, the priest will take it along with one of the

loaves of bread and one wafer which has been brushed with olive oil, and he will put them in your hands. 2°Then
the priest will take them back and lift them up high to dedicate them to me. They now belong to the priest, and he
is permitted to eat some of the meat from the ram’s shoulder and from its ribs and from one of its thighs, because
that meat is his share of the sacrifice. After that, you will no longer be a Nazir, and you will again be permitted to
drink wine.

21Those are the regulations about the offerings that Nazir solemnly promise to bring to me to end their time of
being dedicated to me. They must bring these offerings, but if they want to, they may bring additional offerings.
And they must do everything that they solemnly promised to do when they dedicated themselves to me.”

22yahweh also said to Moses, 23“Tell Aaron and his sons that when they ask me to bless the people, they must say,
24ahweh bless you

and protect you.

25May he smile on you

and act kindly toward you.

26May he be good to you

and cause things to go well for you.

27Then Yahweh said, “If Aaron and his sons ask me to bless the Israelite people, truly I will bless them.”

Chapter 7

TWhen Moses had finished setting up the sacred tent, he poured oil on it, and set it apart for the honor of Yahweh.
He also dedicated the things that are inside the sacred tent, and the altar for burning sacrifices, and all the things

that would be used at the altar. 2Then the leaders of the twelve Israelite tribes, the same men who had helped

Aaron and Moses to count the men who could fight in battles, 3came to the sacred tent, bringing gifts to Yahweh.
They brought six sturdy carts and twelve oxen, one ox from each of the leaders and a cart from each of the two
leaders.

4Then Yahweh said to Moses, >*Accept these gifts, in order that the descendants of Levi can use them for carrying
the sacred items that are here at the sacred tent.”
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650 Moses took the carts and oxen and gave them to the descendants of Levi. ’He gave two carts and four oxen to
the descendants of Gershon for their work, 8and he gave four carts and eight oxen to the descendants of Merari
for their work. Aaron’s son Ithamar was the supervisor of all their work. ?But he did not give any carts or oxen to

the descendants of Kohath, because they took care of the sacred items that were to be carried on their shoulders,
not on carts.

190n the day that the altar was dedicated, the twelve leaders brought other gifts to be dedicated and put them in

front of the altar. 1Yahweh said to Moses, “On each of the next twelve days one leader should bring his gifts for
the dedication of the altar.”

12130 the first day, Nahshon son of Amminadab, from the tribe of Judah brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

14and a small gold dish that weighed 113 grams and was filled with incense.

15-17They also brought the gifts of a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely
by being burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people's guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

18-190n the second day, Nethanel son of Zuar, the leader of Issachar, brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram. Both of these were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They were both
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grames, filled with incense.

20-23\ethanel also brought the gifts of a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed
completely by being burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to restore
the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

24260 the third day, Eliab son of Helon, leader of the tribe of Zebulun brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offering. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grames, filled with incense.

27-29g|iab also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people's guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to restore
the people's fellowship with Yahweh.
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30-320, the fourth day, Elizur son of Shedeur, leader of the tribe of Reuben brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams, filled with incense.

33-35E|izur also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

36-380n, the fifth day, Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai, leader of the tribe of Simeon brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings; they both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grames, filled with incense.

39-415helumiel also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by
being burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

42-440n the sixth day, Eliasaph son of Deuel, leader of the tribe of Gad brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed about 110 grams, filled with incense.

45-47Eliasaph also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

48-500n the seventh day, Elishama son of Ammihud, leader of the tribe of Ephraim brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams, filled with incense.
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31-53Ejishama also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

54-560n the eighth day, Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, leader of the tribe of Manasseh brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grames, filled with incense.

57-59Gamaliel also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people's guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

60-620n the ninth day, Abidan son of Gideoni, leader of the tribe of Benjamin brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grames, filled with incense.

63-65Adiban also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people's guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

66-680n the tenth day, Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai, leader of the tribe of Dan brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grames, filled with incense.

63-71ahiezer also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.
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72740 the eleventh day, Pagiel son of Okran, leader of the tribe of Asher brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams, filled with incense.

75-77pagiel also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

78800, the twelveth day, Ahira son of Enan, leader of the tribe of Naphtali brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grames, filled with incense.

81-83Ahira also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

84-86\\hen the altar was dedicated to Yahweh, those twelve leaders brought these gifts:

twelve silver plates and twelve silver bowls, weighing a total of twenty-six and one-half kilograms, each of
them weighed on the scales kept in the sacred tent,

and twelve gold dishes filled with incense, weighing a total of one and two-fifths kilograms, each weighed
on those same scales.

87-88The twelve leaders also brought twelve bulls, twelve rams, and twelve one-year-old male lambs to be sacrificed
completely by being burned along with the flour offerings,

twelve goats to be sacrificed to take away the guilt of the people’s sins,

and twenty-four bulls, sixty rams, sixty goats, and sixty male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices
to restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

89Whenever Moses entered the sacred tent to talk with Yahweh, he heard Yahweh's voice speaking between the
two images of creatures with wings that were above the lid of the sacred chest.

Chapter 8

Tyahweh said to Moses, 2“Tell Aaron to put the seven lamps on the lampstand and place them in such a way that
they shine toward the front of the lampstand.”
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350 Moses told him what Yahweh said, and he did that. 4The lampstand had been made from gold that had been
hammered from one large lump of gold, from its base to the decorations at the top that resembled flowers. The
lampstand was made exactly as Yahweh had told Moses that it should be made.

SYahweh also said to Moses, ®“You must cause the descendants of Levi to be acceptable to me by setting them
apart from the other Israelite people. “Do that by sprinkling them with water which will symbolize their being freed
from the guilt of their sins. Then they must shave off all the hair of their bodies and wash their clothes. 8Then they
must bring one bull and some flour mixed with olive oil. Those things will be burned as sacrifices. They must also
bring another bull that will be sacrificed to take away the guilt of their sins. °Then you must summon all the
Israelite people to come together in front of the sacred tent, to gather around the descendants of Levi. 1%Then the

Israelite people must lay their hands on the descendants of Levi. 1TAaron must then present them to me to be a
gift from the Israelite people, as if he had lifted them up to me, in order that they can work for me at the sacred
tent.

12after that, the descendants of Levi must place their hands on the heads of the two bulls. Then the bulls will be
killed and burned on the altar. One will be an offering to take away the guilt of their sins, and the other will be

completely burned to please me. '3The descendants of Levi must stand at the altar in front of Aaron and his sons,

and you must then dedicate them to me, as if you had lifted them up to me. "This ritual will show that the
descendants of Levi are set apart from the other Israelites and that they belong to me.

15after the descendants of Levi have been made acceptable to me, and presented to me like a special offering as if
they had been lifted up to me, they may start to work at the sacred tent. '®They will belong to me. They will work
for me as substitutes for the firstborn males of all the Israelites, who also belong to me. 17All the firstborn males in
Israel, both the people and the animals, are mine. When I caused all the firstborn sons of the people of Egypt to
die, I set them apart for myself. But I spared the firstborn of all males of the Israelites, of people and animals,
because they are mine. 1®But now I have chosen the descendants of Levi to take the places of the firsborn male
sons of the other Israelites. 1°I have appointed the descendants of Levi to help Aaron and his sons at the sacred
tent, as Aaron and his sons offer the sacrifices to take away the guilt of the Israelite people’s sins, and to prevent
the Israelites from coming close to the tent with the result that a plague would cause many of them to become sick
and die.”

20paron and Moses and the other Israelites helped the descendants of Levi to do everything that Yahweh had

commanded. 2'The descendants of Levi sprinkled themselves with water to symbolize that they had been freed
from the guilt of their sins, and they washed their clothes. Then Aaron brought them to the altar to present them
to Yahweh, just as if he had lifted them up to him, and he offered sacrifices to take away the guilt of their sins and

cause them to become acceptable to Yahweh. 22After that, the descendants of Levi started to work at the sacred
tent to assist Aaron and his sons. They did that just as Yahweh had commanded Moses.

23yahweh also said this to Moses: 24 The descendants of Levi who are between twenty-five years and fifty years old

will work at the sacred tent. 2°But after they become fifty years old, they must retire. 26They may help their fellow
descendants of Levi do their work at the sacred tent, but they must not do the work themselves. That is what you
must tell them about the work they will do.”

Chapter 9

10ne year after the Israelites left Egypt, on the first month of the second year, while they were in the wilderness of

Sinai, Yahweh said to Moses, 2“Tell the Israelite people that they must celebrate the Passover festival again. 3They
must do it on the fourteenth day of this month, early in the evening, and they must obey all the instructions about
it that I gave you previously.”

450 Moses told the people what Yahweh had said about celebrating the Passover. >The people celebrated it there in
the wilderness of Sinai, in the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, just as Yahweh had commanded Moses.
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6But some of the Israelite people had touched a corpse, and as a result they had become unfit to celebrate the

Passover. So they asked Aaron and Moses, 7“1t is true that we have touched a corpse. But why should that prevent
us from celebrating the Passover festival and offering sacrifices to Yahweh like everyone else?”

8Moses replied, “Wait here until I go into the sacred tent and find out what Yahweh says about it.”

950 Moses went into the tent and asked Yahweh what he should tell the people, and this is what Yahweh said:

104Tell this to the Israelite people: ‘If any of you or your descendants touch a corpse and as a result become
unacceptable to me, or if you are away from home on a long trip at the time to celebrate the Passover, you will still

be permitted to celebrate it. ""But you must celebrate it exactly one month later, early in the evening of the
fourteenth day of that month. Eat the meat of the lamb for the Passover festival with bread that is baked without

yeast, and eat bitter herbs. '2Do not leave any of it until the next morning. And do not break any of the lamb's

bones. Obey all the regulations about celebrating the Passover. 13But if any of you has not done anything that
would make you unfit to celebrate the Passover festival, and you are not away from home on a long trip, and you
do not sacrifice to me at the proper time, you will no longer belong to my people. You will be punished.

14settled foreigners who live among you must also celebrate the Passover festival and obey all my commands
concerning it.”

15-160n the day that the sacred tent was set up, a cloud covered it. But from the time that the sun set until the time
that the sun rose the next day, the cloud resembled a huge fire. And that is what happened every day that the
Israelites were in the wilderness. When the cloud rose up and started to move to a new location, the Israelites

followed it. When the cloud stopped, the Israelites stopped there and set up their tents. '®The Israelites moved
when Yahweh told them to move and stopped when Yahweh told them to stop by causing the cloud to move or

stop. When the cloud stayed over the sacred tent, the Israelites stayed at that place. 1?Sometimes the cloud stayed

over the sacred tent for a long time, so when that happened, the Israelites did not move. 2%Sometimes the cloud
remained over the sacred tent for only a few days. The people stopped and set up their tents as Yahweh

commanded them, and they moved to a new location when Yahweh commanded them to do that. 215ometimes the
cloud stayed in one place for only one day. When that happened, when the cloud rose up into the sky the next
morning, then the people moved. Whenever the cloud moved, during the day or during the night, the people

moved. 22If the cloud stayed over the sacred tent for two days, or for a month, or for a year, during that time the

people stayed where they were. But when the cloud rose up into the sky, they started to move. 22When Yahweh
commanded them to stop and set up their tents, they did that. When he told them to move, they moved. They did
whatever Yahweh told Moses they should do.

Chapter 10

Tyahweh also told Moses, 2“Tell someone to make two trumpets by hammering each one from one lump of silver.
Blow the trumpets to summon the people to come together and also to signal that they must move their tents to a

new location. 3If both trumpets are blown, it means that everyone must gather together at the entrance of the
sacred tent. 4If only one trumpet is blown, it means that only the twelve leaders of the tribes must gather together.

5If the trumpets are blown loudly, the tribes that are to the east of the sacred tent should start to move. *When the
trumpets are blown loudly the second time, the tribes that are to the south should start to move. The loud blasts

on the trumpet will signal that they should start to move. “When you want only to gather the people together, blow
the trumpets, but do not blow them as loudly.

8The priests who are descended from Aaron are the ones who should blow the trumpets. That is a regulation that
will never be changed. °When you fight against enemies who attack you in your own land, tell the priests to blow

the trumpets loudly. I, Yahweh, your God, will hear that, and I will rescue you from your enemies. 1%Also tell the
priests to blow the trumpets when the people are happy, and at the festivals each year, and at the times when they
celebrate the new moon each month. Tell them to blow the trumpets when the people bring offerings that will be
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completely burned, and when they bring offerings to restore fellowship with me. If they do that, it will help you to
think about me. You must do that, because I am Yahweh your God.”

MIn the second year after the Israelites left Egypt, on the twentieth day of the second month, the cloud rose up
from above the sacred tent. '2So the Israelites moved from the wilderness of Sinai, and they continued traveling

north until the cloud stopped in the wilderness of Paran. '*That was the first time they moved, obeying the
instructions that Yahweh had given to Moses to tell them.

14The group that went first, carrying their flag, was the group from the tribe of Judah. Nahshon son of Amminadab,
was their leader. 13The group from the tribe of Issachar followed them. Nethanel son of Zuar, was their leader.

16The group from the tribe of Zebulun went next. Eliab son of Helon, was their leader. "7 Then they dismantled the
sacred tent, and the descendants of Gershon and Merari carried it, and they went next.

18The group from the tribe of Reuben went next, carrying their flag. Elizur son of Shedeur was their leader. 1?The
group from the tribe of Simeon was next. Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai was their leader. 2°The group from the tribe

of Gad was next. Eliasaph son of Deuel was their leader. 2'The group descended from Kohath was next. They
carried the sacred items from the sacred tent. The sacred tent was set up at the new location before they arrived
there.

22The group from the tribe of Ephraim was next, carrying their flag. Elishama son of Ammihud, was their leader.

23The group from the tribe of Manasseh went next. Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, was their leader. 24The group from
the tribe of Benjamin was next. Abidan son of Gideoni, was their leader.

25The ones who went last were the groups from the tribe of Dan, carrying their flag. Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai,
was their leader. 26The group from the tribe of Asher went next. Pagiel son of Ocran, was their leader. 2’The group

from the tribe of Naphtali went last. Ahira son of Enan, was their leader. 2That was the order in which the groups
of Israelite tribes traveled.

290ne day Moses said to his brother-in-law Hobab son of Reuel from the Midian people group, “We are on the way
to the place that Yahweh promised to give to us. Come with us, and we will take good care of you, because Yahweh
has promised to do good things for us Israelite people.”

30But Hobab replied, “No, I will not go with you. I want to return to my own land and to my own family.”

31But Moses said, “Please do not leave us. You know the places where we can set up our tents in this desert, and
you can guide us. 32Come with us. We will share with you all the good things that Yahweh gives to us.”

3350 Hobab agreed to go with them. The Israelites left Mount Sinai, which they called the Mountain of Yahweh, and
they walked for three days. The men carrying the sacred chest went in front of the other people for those three

days, and they kept looking for a place to set up their tents. 34The cloud sent by Yahweh was over them every day.
35Each morning when the men who were carrying the sacred chest started to walk, Moses said,

“Yahweh, arise!

Scatter your enemies!

Cause those who hate you to run away from you!”

36And each time the men stopped to set down the sacred chest, Moses said,

“Yahweh, stay close to the multiplied thousands of us Israelites!”
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10ne day the people complained to Yahweh about their troubles. When Yahweh heard what they were saying, he
became angry. So he sent a fire which burned among the people at the edge of their camp. 2Then the people cried

out to Moses, and he prayed to Yahweh. Then the fire stopped burning. 3So they called that place Taberah, which
means ‘Burning,’ because the fire from Yahweh had burned among them.

4Then some troublemakers from other people groups who were traveling with the Israelites began to want better
food. And when they started complaining the Israelite people also started to complain. They said, “We wish we had

some meat to eat! *We remember the fish that we ate while we were in Egypt, fish that was given to us without

cost. And we had all the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic we could eat. ®But now we have lost our
appetite, because all we have to eat is this manna!”

7The manna resembled small white seeds. 8Each morning the people would go out and gather some from the
surface of the ground. Then they made flour by grinding it or pounding it with stones. Then they added water and
boiled it in a pot, or they made flat cakes with it and baked them. The cakes tasted like bread that was baked with

olive oil. °Each night the manna came down on the ground where their tents were, like dew from the sky.

10\i0ses heard all the Israelite people complaining as they were standing in the entrances of their tents. Yahweh

became very angry, and Moses was also very perturbed. "He went into the sacred tent and asked Yahweh, “Why
have you brought this trouble on me, your servant? Act mercifully to me! What wrong have I done, with the result

that you have appointed me to take care of all of these people? 12 am not their father. Why have you told me to
take care of them like a woman carries around her baby and nurses it? How can I take them to the land that you

promised to give to our ancestors? 3Where can I get meat to feed to all these people? They keep complaining to
me, saying, ‘Give us some meat to eat! 1%I cannot carry all these people’s burdens by myself! They are like a heavy

load to me, and I cannot carry this very heavy load anymore. 1°If you intend to act like this toward me, kill me now.
If you are really concerned about me, be kind to me and kill me to end my misery of trying to take care of them!”

16Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Summon seventy men whom you know are leaders among the Israelite people. Tell

them to stand with you in front of the sacred tent. "I will come down and talk with you there. Then I will take some
of the power of my Spirit that you have, and I will put that power on them also. They will help you to take care of
some of the things that the people are concerned about, in order that you will not need to do it alone.

18Fyurthermore, say to the people, ‘Make yourselves acceptable to me, and tomorrow you will have meat to eat. You
were complaining, and Yahweh heard you when you were saying, “We want some meat to eat. We had better food

in Egypt!” Now Yahweh will give you some meat, and you will eat it. 1°You will eat meat not only for one or two

days, or only for five or ten or twenty days. 2%You will eat meat every day for one month, and then you will loathe it,
and it will cause you to want to vomit. This will happen because you have rejected Yahweh who is here among you,
and you have wailed in his presence, saying “We would have had better food to eat if we had not left Egypt.”

21But Moses replied to Yahweh, “There are six hundred thousand men plus women and children here with me, so
why do you say ‘T will give them plenty of meat every day for a month!”? 22Even if we killed all the sheep and cattle,
that would not be enough to provide meat for all of them! Even if we caught all the fish in the sea and gave it to
them, that would not be enough!” 23But Yahweh said to Moses, “Do you think that I have no power? You will now
see if I can do what I say I will do.”

2450 Moses went out from the sacred tent and told the people what Yahweh had said. Then he gathered together
the seventy leaders and told them to stand around the sacred tent.

25Then Yahweh came down in the cloud that was above the tent and spoke to Moses. He took some of the power of
the Spirit that he had given to Moses and gave it to the seventy leaders. By means of the power of the Spirit within
them, they prophesied, but they did that only once.
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26Two of the leaders whom Moses appointed, Eldad and Medad, were not there when the rest of them gathered
together. They had not left their tents to go and stand around the sacred tent. But Yahweh's Spirit came on them

also, and they started to prophesy. 27So a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying
where all their tents are!”

28j0shua, who had helped Moses since he was a young man, said, “Sir, tell them to stop doing that!”

29But Moses replied, “Are you worried that they might injure my reputation? I wish that all Yahweh's people could

prophesy. I wish that Yahweh would give the power of his Spirit to all of them!” 3Then Moses and all the leaders
went back to their tents.

31Then Yahweh sent a strong wind from the sea. It blew quail into the area all around the camp, and caused the

quail to fall onto the ground. They were piled up on the ground a meter high! 32So the people went out and
gathered up the quail all that day, and all that night, and all of the following day. It seemed as though each person
gathered two cubic meters! They spread the quail out on the ground all around the camp, so that the quail would

lose their moisture. 33Then they cooked them and started to eat them. But while they were still eating the meat,

Yahweh showed that he was very angry with them. He sent a severe plague on them, and many people died. 34The
people who died and were buried were the ones who had said they wanted to eat meat like they had formerly
eaten in Egypt. So they called that place Kibroth Hattaavah, which means ‘graves of those who craved.’

35From there, the Israelites continued walking east until they arrived at Hazeroth, where they stopped and stayed
for a long time.

Chapter 12

1-2Moses’ older sister Miriam and his older brother Aaron were jealous of Moses and said, “Is Moses the only one to
whom Yahweh has spoken messages to tell to us? Does Yahweh not speak messages through us two also?” They
also criticized Moses because he had married a woman who was a descendant of the Cush people group. And
Yahweh heard Miriam and Aaron complaining about Moses.

3The truth was that Moses was a very humble person. He was more humble than anyone else on the earth.

450 immediately Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron and Miriam. He said, “All three of you must go and stand at
the sacred tent.” So they did that. >Then Yahweh descended to the entrance of the tent in a cloud that resembled a
huge white pillar. He told Aaron and Miriam to step forward, so they did. ®Then he said to them,

“Listen to mel

When a prophet is among you,

I usually reveal myself to him by allowing him to see visions,
and I speak to him in dreams.

7But that is not the way I speak to my servant Moses.

I trust that he will lead my people well.

850 I talk to him face to face.

I speak to him clearly, not using parables.

He has even seen what I look like.

So you should be afraid to criticize my servant Moses!”
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9Yahweh was very angry with Miriam and Aaron, and he left.

10when the cloud rose up from the sacred tent, Aaron looked at Miriam, and he saw that her skin was as white as
snow, because she now had leprosy. Aaron said to Moses, “My master, please do not punish us for this sin that

we have foolishly committed. '2Do not allow Miriam to be like a baby that is already dead when it is born, whose
flesh is already half decayed!”

1350 Moses cried out to Yahweh, saying, “God, I plead with you to heal her!”

14But Yahweh replied, “If her father had rebuked her for doing something wrong by spitting in her face, she would
have been ashamed for seven days. She should be ashamed because of what she has done. So send her outside

the camp for seven days. Then she will not have leprosy anymore, and she may return to the camp.” 13So they sent
her outside the camp for seven days. The people did not move to another location until she returned.

16yt after she returned, they left Hazeroth and moved north in the Paran Desert and set up their tents there.

Chapter 13

Tyahweh said to Moses, 2“Send some men to Canaan to explore it. That is the land that I will give to you Israelites.
Send men who are leaders in their tribes.”

350 Moses did what Yahweh commanded him. He sent out twelve Israelite men who were all leaders of their tribes.

He sent them from their camp at Paran in the desert. 4These are the names of the men and the tribes they
belonged to:

Shammua son of Zaccur, from the tribe of Reuben;
3Shaphat son of Hori, from the tribe of Simeon;
6Caleb son of Jephunneh, from the tribe of Judah;
71gal son of Joseph, from the tribe of Issachar;
8Hoshea the son of Nun, from the tribe of Ephraim;
9palti son of Raphu, from the tribe of Benjamin;
10Gaddiel son of Sodi, from the tribe of Zebulun;
MGaddi son of Susi, from the tribe of Joseph's descendent Manasseh;
12Ammiel the son of Gemalli, from the tribe of Dan;
13sethur son of Michael, from the tribe of Asher:
14Nahbi son of Vophsi, from the tribe of Naphtali;
153nd Geuel son of Maki, from the tribe of Gad.

16Those are the names of the men whom Moses sent out to explore Canaan. Before they left, Moses gave Hoshea a
new name, Joshua, which means ‘Yahweh is the one who saves.’

17Before Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he said to them, “Go through the southern Judean wilderness, and
then go north into the hill country. '8See what the land is like. See if the people who live there are strong or weak.
See if there are many people or only a few people. 1°Find out what kind of land they live in. Is it good or bad? Find
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out about the towns in which they live. Do they have walls around them or not? 2%Find out about the soil. Is it fertile
or not? Find out if there are trees there. Try to bring back some of the fruit that grows in that land.” He said that
because it was the beginning of the time to harvest grapes.

2150 those men went to Canaan. They went through the entire land, from the wilderness of Zin in the south all the

way to the city of Rehob near Lebo Hamath in the north. 22In the southern Judean wilderness, they went to Hebron,
where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, huge men descended from Anak, lived. Hebron was a city that was built seven

years before the city of Zoan was built in Egypt. 23In one valley, they cut from a grapevine one cluster of grapes.
Because it was very large, they needed two men to carry it on a pole. They also picked some pomegranates and

some figs to carry back to their camp. 24They called that place Eshcol which means ‘cluster’ because they had cut
that huge cluster of grapes there. 2°After they explored the land for forty days, they returned to their camp.

26They came to Aaron and Moses and the rest of the Israelite people in the wilderness at Paran. They reported to

everyone what they had seen. They also showed them the fruit that they had brought back. 27But this is what they
reported to Moses: “We arrived in the land that you sent us to explore. It is truly a beautiful land. It is a very fertile

land. Here is some of the fruit. 2But the people who live there are very strong. Their cities are large and are

surrounded by walls. We even saw some of the huge descendants of Anak there. 2°The descendants of Amalek live
in the southern part of the land, and the descendants of Heth, Jebus, and Amor live in the hill country to the north.
The descendants of Canaan live along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea and along the Jordan River.”

30Caleb told the people who were standing near Moses to be quiet. Then he said, “We should go there and take the
land, because we are certainly able to conquer it!”

31But the men who had gone with him said, “No, we cannot attack and defeat those people. They are much
stronger than we are!” 32So those men gave to the Israelite people a bad report about the land that they had
explored. They said, “The land that we explored destroys the life those who try to attack it. And all the people living
there are very tall. 33We also saw giants there. They are the descendants of Anak (who come from the Nephilim,
those giant people). When we saw these giants we felt as small as grasshoppers and they thought that we looked
like grasshoppers too.”

Chapter 14

That night, all the Israelite people cried loudly. 2The next day they all complained against Aaron and Moses. All the

men said, “We wish that we had died in Egypt, or in this wilderness! 3Why is Yahweh bringing us to this land, where
we men will be killed with swords? And they will take away our wives and children to be their slaves. Instead of

going to Canaan, it would be better for us to return to Egypt!” #Then some of them said to each other, “We should
choose a leader who will take us back to Egypt!”

5Then Aaron and Moses bowed down to pray in front of all the Israelite people who had gathered there. ¢joshua
and Caleb, two of the men who had explored the land, tore their clothes because they were very dismayed. “They
said to the Israelite people, “The land that we explored is very good. 8If Yahweh is pleased with us, he will lead us

into that very fertile land, and he will give it to us. So do not rebel against Yahweh! And do not be afraid of the
people in that land! We will gobble them up! They do not have anyone who will protect them, but Yahweh will be
with us and help us. So do not be afraid of them!”

1%Then all the Israelite people talked about killing Caleb and Joshua by throwing stones at them. But suddenly

Yahweh's glory appeared to them at the sacred tent. 1"Then Yahweh said to Moses, “How long will these people
reject me? I am tired of them not believing in what I can do, in spite of all the miracles I have performed among

them. 1250 I will send a plague among them and get rid of them. But I will cause your descendants to become a
great nation. They will be a nation that is much greater and stronger than these people are.”
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13But Moses replied to Yahweh, “Please do not do that, because the people of Egypt will hear about it! You brought

these Israelite people from Egypt by your great power, 4and the people of Egypt will tell that to the descendants of
Canaan who live in this land. Yahweh, they have already heard about you. They know that you have been with these
people and that they have seen you face to face. They have heard that your cloud is like a huge pillar that stays
over them, and by that cloud you lead them during the day, and that the cloud becomes like a fire at night to give

them light. 13If you kill these people all at one time, the people groups who have heard about your power will say,

16'yahweh was not able to bring them into the land that he promised to give to them, so he killed them in the
wilderness.’

1750 Yahweh, now show that you are very powerful. You said, 181 do not quickly become angry. Instead, I love
people greatly, and I forgive people for having sinned and having disobeyed my laws. But I will always punish
people who are guilty of doing what is wrong. When parents sin, I will punish them, but I will also punish their

children and their grandchildren and their great-grandchildren and their great-great-grandchildren.’ 1°So, because
you love your people with a great covenant loyalty, forgive these people for the sins that they have committed, just
like you have continued to forgive them ever since they left EQypt.”

20Then Yahweh replied, “I have forgiven them, as you requested me to. 2'But, just as certainly as I live and that

people all over the world can see my glory, I solemnly declare that 22all these people saw my glory and all the
miracles that I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, but they disobeyed me, and many times they tested

whether they could continue to do evil things without my punishing them. 23Because of that, not one of them will
see the land that I promised their ancestors that I would give to them. No one who rejected me will see that land.
24yt Caleb, who serves me well, is different from the others. He obeys me completely. So I will bring him into that
land that he has already seen, and his descendants will inherit some of it. 2°So, since the descendants of Amalek
and Canaan who are living in the valleys in Canaan are very strong, when you leave here tomorrow, instead of
traveling toward Canaan, go back along the road through the wilderness toward the Sea of Reeds.”

26Then Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses, 27“How long will the wicked people of this nation keep complaining about
me? I have heard everything that they have grumbled against me. 2850 now tell them this: ‘Just as certainly as I,
Yahweh, live, I will do exactly what you said would happen. 2°I will cause all of you to die here in this wilderness!
Because you grumbled against me, none of you who are more than twenty years old and who were counted when
Moses counted everyone 3%will enter the land that I solemnly promised to give to you. Only Caleb and Joshua will
enter that land. 3'You said that your children would be taken from you to become slaves, but I will take them into
the land, and they will enjoy living in the land that you rejected. 32But as for you adults, you will die here in this
wilderness. 33Your children will wander around in this wilderness as shepherds for forty years. Because you adults

were not loyal to me, your children will suffer until you all die in the wilderness. 34You will suffer for your sins for
forty years. That will be one year for each of the forty days that the twelve men explored Canaan land. And I will be

like an enemy to you. 33This will certainly happen because I, Yahweh, have said it! I will do these things to every
one in this group that has plotted against me. They will all die right here in this wilderness!”

36-37Then Yahweh attacked the ten men who had discouraged the people, so that they died. These were the men
who had explored Canaan and then told the people that they would not be able to take over the land. It was

because of the men that the people spoke against Moses. 380f the twelve men who had explored Canaan, only
Joshua and Caleb remained alive.

3%9When Moses reported to the Israelite people what Yahweh had said, many of them were very sad. 4%So the
people got up early the next morning and started to go toward the hill country in Canaan. They said, “We know that
we have sinned, but now we are ready to enter the land that Yahweh promised to give to us.”

#1But Moses said, “Yahweh commanded you to return to the desert, so why are you now disobeying him? It will not
succeed. 42Do not try to enter the land now! If you try, your enemies will defeat you, because Yahweh will not be

with you. *When you begin to fight the descendants of Amalek and Canaan, they will slaughter you! Yahweh will
abandon you, because you have abandoned him.”
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44But even though Moses did not leave the camp, and the sacred chest that contained the Ten Commandments

was not taken from the camp, the people began to go toward the hill country in Canaan. 4°Then the descendants
of Amalek and Canaan who lived in those hills came down and attacked them; they chased them as far south as
Hormah.

Chapter 15

1Then Yahweh told Moses, 2Tell this to the Israelite people, ‘When you arrive in the land that I am giving to you,

3you must offer to me special sacrifices which will be pleasing to me when the priest burns them on the altar. Some
of them may be offerings that will be completely burned on the altar. Some of them may be to indicate that you
have made a solemn promise to me. Some of them may be offerings that you yourselves have decided to make.
Some of them may be offerings at one of the festivals that you celebrate each year. These offerings may be taken

from your herds of cattle or from your flocks of sheep and goats. #When you give these offerings, you must also

bring to me a flour offering of about two liters of nice flour mixed with about a liter of olive oil. *When you offer a
young ram or goat for the sacrifice that will be completely burned up, or when you offer as a sacrifice of every
young lamb, you should prepare a liter of wine to be used as a drink offering.

5When you offer a ram to be a sacrifice, you must also bring an offering of about three and four-fifths liters of

finely ground flour mixed with about one and one-quarter liters of olive oil. 7And also pour on the altar about one
and one-fifth liters of wine. While they are being burned, the smell of it will be very pleasing to me.

8Sometimes you will offer a young bull to be completely burned on the altar. Sometimes you will offer a sacrifice to
indicate that you have made a solemn promise to me. Sometimes you will offer a sacrifice to restore fellowship

with me. ®When you offer these sacrifices, you must also offer a flour offering of about six and one-half liters of
finely ground flour mixed with about two liters of olive oil. "°Also pour on the altar two quarts of wine to be an
offering. While those special gifts are being burned, the smell from it will be very pleasing to me. 1Each time

someone offers a bull or a ram or a male lamb or young goat to be a sacrifice, it must be done that way. '2You
must obey these instructions for each animal that you bring to me for an offering.

13Al11 of you people who have been Israelites all of your lives must obey these regulations when you offer sacrifices

that will be pleasing to me when they are burned on the altar. "If any foreigners visit you or live among you, if they
also want to bring a sacrifice that will be pleasing to me when it is burned on the altar, they must obey these same

instructions. 51 consider that those who have always been Israelites and those who are foreigners are equal, and
so they must all obey the same instructions. All of your descendants must also continue to obey these instructions

"

of mine. 18You Israelites and the foreigners who live among you must all obey the same instructions.

17yahweh also said to Moses, '8Tell these instructions to the Israelite people, ‘When you arrive in the land to which
I am taking you, and you eat the crops that are growing there, you must set some of them aside to be a sacred

offering to me, and present them to me. 2°Each year set aside some of the first grain that you gather after you
have threshed it. Bake a loaf of bread from the first flour that you grind and present it before me as a sacred

offering. 2'Every year, you and your descendants must continue to make and present to me a loaf of bread baked
with flour from the first part of the grain that you harvest.

22There may be times when you Israelites do not obey all these instructions that I have given to Moses to tell you,
but not because you intended to disobey them. 23There may be times when some of your descendants do not obey
all these instructions that I have given to Moses to tell to you. 2%If you or they sin by forgetting to obey these
instructions and none of the Israelite people realize that they were doing that, one young bull as an offering for all
the people must be brought to the priest. That will be pleasing to me when it is burned on the altar. They must also
bring to me a flour offering and an offering of wine, and a male goat, to be sacrificed to remove the guilt of their
sin. 25By offering these sacrifices, the priest will make atonement for all of you Israelite people. Then, as a result of
their bringing to me an offering to be burned on the altar, you will be forgiven, because you sinned without
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realizing that you were sinning. 26You Israelite people, and the foreigners who are living among you, will all be
forgiven.

271f one person commits a sin without realizing that he was sinning, that person must bring to me a female goat to
be an offering to take away that person’s guilt for that sin. 2The priest will offer it to be a sacrifice to remove the

guilt of that person’s sin, and that person will be forgiven. 2°You Israelites and all the foreigners who live among
you must obey these same instructions.

30But those who disobey my commands deliberately, both Israelites and the foreigners who live among you, have

sinned against me by doing that. So they must be expelled from your camp. 3'They have despised my commands
and deliberately disobeyed them, so they must be punished for their sin by never being allowed to live among you
again.”

320ne day, while the Israelites were in the wilderness, some of them saw a man who was gathering firewood on
the Sabbath day. 33Those who saw him doing that brought him to Aaron and Moses and the rest of the Israelite
people. 34They guarded him carefully, because they did not know what to do to punish him. 35Then Yahweh said to

Moses, “The man must be executed. All of you must kill him by throwing stones at him outside the camp.” 3650 they
all took the man outside the camp and killed him by throwing stones at him, as Yahweh had commanded Moses
that they should do.

37yahweh also said to Moses, 38Tell this to the Israelite people: ‘You and all your descendants must twist threads
together to make tassels, and then attach them with blue cords to the bottom edges of your clothes. 3®When you
look at the tassels, you will remember all the instructions that I gave to you, and you will obey them. In that way,
you will not be unfaithful to me. You will not be like an unfaithful prostitute who does the shameful things that she
looks at and desires to do. 4%Seeing those tassels will help you to remember that you must obey all my commands
and that you must be my holy people. 4'Do not forget that I am Yahweh, your God. I am the one who brought you
out of Egypt in order that you might belong to me. I am Yahweh, your God.”

Chapter 16

10ne day Korah son of Izhar and a descendant of Levi's son Kohath, conspired with Dathan and Abiram, who were
the sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth. They were all from the tribe of Reuben. 2Those four men incited 250 other
people who were leaders among the Israelite people to join them in rebelling against Moses. 3They came together
to criticize Aaron and Moses. They said to them, “You two are using more authority than you should! Yahweh has
set apart all of us Israelite people, and he is with all of us. So why do you act as though you were more important
than the rest of us people who belong to Yahweh?”

4when Moses heard what they were saying, he prostrated himself on the ground. 3Then he said to Korah and those
who were with Korah, “Tomorrow morning Yahweh will show to us whom he has chosen to be his priest, and who is
holy and allowed to come near to him. Yahweh will permit only those whom he chooses to come into his presence.
650 Korah, tomorrow you and those who are with you must prepare your pans to burn incense. “Then you must
light a fire in them and burn the incense in the presence of Yahweh. Then we will see which one of us Yahweh has
chosen to be his holy servant. It is you men who are descendants of Levi who are trying to use more authority than
you should!”

8Then Moses spoke again to Korah. He said, “You men who are descendants of Levi, listen to me! 9ou know that
Yahweh, the God of Israel has chosen you Levites from the community of Israel so you can work for him at his

sacred tent and serve the people. Does that seem to you like a small thing for you to do? '®Yahweh has brought
you, Korah, and your fellow descendants of Levi, near to himself. Now are you demanding to become priests also?

M1t is really Yahweh against whom you and your fellow descendants of Levi are rebelling. Aaron is not the one
about whom you are really complaining.”
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12Then Moses summoned Dathan and Abiram, but they refused to come. They sent a message saying, “We will not
come to you! 13You brought us out of Egypt, which was a very fertile land, in order to cause us to die here in this

desert. That was bad. But now you are also trying to boss us, and that is worse. You have not given us a new land
to live in, a land that has good fields and vineyards. You are only trying to blind these people. So we will not come
to you.”

15Then Moses became very angry. He said to Yahweh, “Do not accept the grain offerings that they have brought. I
have not taken anything from them, not even one donkey, and I have never done anything wrong to them, so they
have no reason to complain against me.”

16Then Moses said to Korah, “You and all those who are with you must come here tomorrow and stand in front of

Yahweh. Aaron will also be here. 7You and all the 250 men who are with you must each take a pan in which to
burn incense, and put incense in it, to burn it to be an offering to Yahweh. Aaron will do the same thing.”

1850 each of those men got a pan to burn incense. They put in it incense and hot coals to light it, and then they all
stood at the entrance of the sacred tent with Aaron and Moses. 1®Then Korah summoned all the people who
supported him and who were against Moses, and they also gathered at the entrance of the tent. Then the glory of
Yahweh appeared to all of them. 2%Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses, 21“Get away from all these people, in order
that I can get rid of them immediately!”

22gt Aaron and Moses prostrated themselves on the ground. They pleaded with Yahweh, saying, “God, you are the
one who caused all these people to live. Only one of these men has sinned. So, is it right for you to be angry with
all the people?”

23yahweh said to Moses, 24“Okay, but tell all the people to get away from the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.”

2550 Moses stood up and went to the tents of Dathan and Abiram. The Israelite leaders followed him. 26He told the
people, “Get away from the tents of these wicked men, and do not touch anything that belongs to them! If you
touch anything, you will die because of their sins!” 27So all the people moved away from the tents of Korah, Dathan,
and Abiram. Dathan and Abiram came out of their tents with their wives and children and babies, and stood at the
entrance of their tents.

28Then Moses said, “I was not the one who decided to do all these things that I have done. It was Yahweh who
chose me and sent me to do them. And now he will prove that to you. 2°If these men die in a normal way, then it
will be clear that Yahweh did not choose me. 39But if Yahweh does something that has never happened before, if
he causes the ground that is under their feet to open up and swallow these men and their families and all their
possessions, and they fall into the opening and are buried while they are still alive, then you will know that these
men have insulted Yahweh.”

31As soon as Moses said this, the ground split open beneath those men. 321t swallowed those men and their
families and all those who were standing there with Korah and all of their possessions. 33They fell into the opening
in the ground while they were still alive, and all their possessions fell into the opening also. They disappeared, and
the ground closed back up again. 3*They screamed as they fell, and all the people who were standing nearby heard
them scream. The people were terrified and cried out as they ran away, saying, “We do not want the ground to
swallow us, also!”

35And then a fire from Yahweh came down from the sky and burned up the 250 men who were burning the
incense!

36Then Yahweh said to Moses, 37“Tell Aaron’s son Eleazar to take the pans that had incense in them away from the
fire and to scatter the burning coals. The pans that those men were carrying are holy because they burned incense
to me in them. 38Those men have now died because of their sin. So Eleazar must take their pans and hammer the
metal to make it become very thin. He must make a covering for the altar with that metal. Those pans were used to
offer incense to me, so they are holy. What happened to those pans will now warn the Israelite people.”
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33-4054 Eleazar the priest collected the 250 pans for burning incense that had been used by the men who died in
the fire. He hammered the pans very thin to make a covering for the altar, as Yahweh told Moses should be done.
That warned the Israelites that only those who were descendants of Aaron were permitted to burn incense as an
offering to Yahweh. If anyone else did that, the same thing would happen to him as happened to Korah and those
with him.

41But the following morning, all the Israelite people started to complain against Aaron and Moses saying “You have
killed many people who belonged to Yahweh!”

42\When all the people gathered together to protest about what Aaron and Moses had done, they looked at the
sacred tent and saw that the sacred cloud had covered it, and the glory of Yahweh had appeared. 43Aaron and

Moses went and stood in front of the sacred tent. #Then Yahweh said to Moses, 45“Get away from these people, in
order that I can get rid of them immediately without injuring you two!” But Aaron and Moses prostrated
themselves on the ground and prayed.

46Moses said to Aaron, “Quickly take another pan and put in it some burning coals from the altar. Put incense in the
pan, and carry it out among the people to atone for the sins of the people. Yahweh is very angry with them, and I

know that a severe plague has already started among them.” 47So Aaron did what Moses told him. He took the
burning incense out among the people. The plague had already started to strike the people, but Aaron continued

to burn the incense to make atonement for the sins of the people. #8He stood between the people who had already
died and those who were still alive, and then the plague stopped. 4°But 14,700 people had already died from that

plague, in addition to the people who died with Korah. 5°Then after the plague had ended, Aaron and Moses
returned to the entrance of the sacred tent.

Chapter 17

1Then Yahweh said to Moses, 2“Tell the Israelite people to bring to you twelve walking sticks. They should bring one
from each of the leaders of the twelve tribes. You should carve each leader’s name on his stick. 3There must be one

stick for the leader of each tribe, so you must carve Aaron’s name on the stick for the tribe of Levi. 4pyt those
walking sticks inside the sacred tent, in front of the sacred chest that has in it the tablets on which the Ten

Commandments are written. That is the place where I always talk with you. >Buds will sprout on the stick of the
man whom I have chosen to be the priest. When the people see that, they will stop their constantly complaining
about you because they will realize that he is the one whom I have chosen.”

650 Moses told the people what Yahweh had said. Then each of the twelve Israelite leaders, including Aaron,
brought his walking stick to Moses. ’Moses placed the sticks inside the sacred tent in front of the sacred chest.

8The following morning, when he went into the tent, he saw that Aaron’s stick, which represented the tribe of Levi,

had sprouted. It had produced leaves and blossoms, and it had also produced almonds that were ripe! °Moses
brought all the sticks out of the sacred tent and showed them to the people. Each of the twelve leaders took back
his own stick.

19Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Put Aaron'’s stick in front of the sacred chest, and let it stay there permanently. That
will be a warning to people who want to rebel against me. Then no more people will die because of complaining

against me.” 1'So Moses did what Yahweh had commanded.

12Then the Israelite people said to Moses, “We are going to die! All of us are surely going to die! 13Everyone who
comes close to Yahweh's sacred tent dies. Are the rest of us going to die, also?”
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Chapter 18

Tyahweh said to Aaron, “You and your sons and the other members of your father’s family are the ones who will be
punished if anything bad happens to the things inside the sacred tent. And you and your sons will be punished if
any priest does something bad. 2Require that those who belong to your tribe, the tribe of Levi, must assist you and
your sons while you perform your work at the sacred tent. 3But while they do that work, they must not go near the
sacred items inside the tent or near the altar. If they do that, they will die, and you will die, too! 4They may assist
you in doing all the work to take care of the sacred tent, but no one else is permitted to come near the place where
you are working.

3You are the ones who will do the sacred work inside the sacred tent and at the altar. If you obey these instructions,
I will not become very angry with the Israelite people again. °I myself have chosen the descendants of Levi from
the other Israelites in order that they may be your special helpers. They are like a gift that I have given you to work
at the sacred tent. 7But it is you and your sons, who are the priests, who must perform all the details I have
commanded concerning the altar and with what happens inside the Very Holy Place. I am giving to you this work of
serving as priests. So anyone else who tries to do that work must be executed.”

8vahweh also said to Aaron, “I myself have appointed you to take care of all the sacred offerings that the Israelite
people bring to me. I have given all these sacred offerings to you and to your sons. You and your descendants will
get a share of these offerings permanently. °The parts of the offerings that are not completely burned on the altar
belong to you. Those parts of the sacred offerings, including the flour offerings, the offerings to make atonement
for sins and to remove the guilt of sins, I require that they be set apart. I require that they be given to you and to
your sons. 1%ou are to eat it as a most holy offering. Every male in your clan may eat it. But you must have respect
for those offerings because they are holy to you.

MThe priests lift up high the sacred offerings while they are standing in front of the altar. All of those offerings that
the Israelites present to me belong to you and your sons and daughters. They will always be your share. All the
members of your family who have performed the rituals to cause them to be acceptable to me are permitted to eat
from these offerings.

121 am also giving to you the first food that people harvest each year and bring to me—the best olive oil and new

wine and grain. 13All of the first crops that people harvest and bring to me belong to you. Anyone in your family
who has performed the ritual to become acceptable to me is permitted to eat that food.

14Everything in Israel that is devoted to me, will be yours. 15The firstborn males, both humans and domestic
animals, that are offered to me, will be yours. But people must buy back their firstborn sons and the firstborn
animals that may not be used for sacrifices. 1¥They must buy them back when they are one month old. The price
that they must pay for each one is five pieces of silver. They must weigh the silver on the scales that are in the
sacred tent.

171 do not permit you to buy back the firstborn cattle or sheep or goats. They are holy and I require you to set them
apart for me. Slaughter them and sprinkle their blood on the altar. Then completely burn the fat of those animals

on the altar to be an offering to me. The smell as they burn will be very pleasing to me. 18The meat from those
offerings will be yours, just like the breast and right thigh of animals that are presented to me to restore fellowship

with me, as the priest lifts them up high in front of the altar, are yours. 1?Anything that the Israelite people present
to me as holy gifts, I am giving to you. They are for you and your sons and daughters to eat. They will always be
your share. This is an agreement that I am making with you, an agreement that will last forever. I am also making
this agreement with your descendants.”

20yahweh also said to Aaron, “You priests will not receive any of the land or the property like the other Israelite
people will receive. I am what you will receive.

21When the Israelite people bring to me a tenth of all the crops and of their newborn animals, I will give that to you
descendants of Levi. That will be your payment for the work you do at the sacred tent. 22The other Israelites must
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not go near that tent. If they go near it, I will consider that their doing that is a sin, and they will die for committing

that sin. 220nly the descendants of Levi are permitted to work at the sacred tent, and they will be punished if
anything bad happens to it. That is a law that will never be changed. You descendants of Levi will not receive any

land to own among all the other Israelite people. 24The Israelites must present one tenth of all their crops and
animals as offerings to me, and that is what I give to the descendents of Levi so they can provide for themselves.
This is why I said that I will not give the descendants of Levi any land to own.

25yahweh said to Moses, 2%“Tell this to the descendants of Levi, ‘When you receive one tenth of all the crops and
animals from the Israelite people, you must present one tenth of all that to me to be a sacred offering, ?’just like

the other Israelites present one tenth of the grain and wine that they produce. 28You must present to me one tenth
of all that you receive from the Israelite people. That will be your sacred offering to me. You must present it to

Aaron. 22Select the best parts of the things that are given to you to present them to me.’

30Also, tell this to the descendants of Levi, ‘When you present those best portions of grain and wine as your

offering to me, I will consider that those gifts are as though they came from your own grain and wine. 3You
descendants of Levi and your families are permitted to eat the rest of that food, and you may eat it wherever you

want to, because it is your payment for the work that you do at the sacred tent. 32If you give to the priests the best
portions of what you receive, you will not be punished by me for accepting one tenth of the gifts that the people
bring to me. But you must consider those gifts to be sacred. If you sin by eating those things in ways that are
contrary to these regulations that I have given to you, you will be executed.”

Chapter 19

Tyahweh said to Aaron and Moses, 2 am now giving to you another regulation. Tell the Israelite people to bring to
you one reddish brown cow that has no defects. It must be an animal that has never been used for plowing

ground. 3Give it to Eleazar the priest. He must take it outside the camp and someone will slaughter it. #And Eleazar
must dip one of his fingers in the blood and sprinkle some of it seven times on the ground near the sacred tent.

3Then, while Eleazar watches, the cow must be burned completely—its hide, its meat, the rest of its blood, and

even its dung. 8Eliezer then must take a stick of cedar wood, a stalk of a plant named hyssop, and some scarlet
yarn, and throw them into the fire where the cow is burning.

7Then the priest must wash his clothes and bathe. After doing that, he may return to the camp. But he will be unfit

for doing any sacred work until that evening. 8The man who burns the cow must also wash his clothes and bathe,
and he will also be unacceptable to me until that evening.

9Then someone who has not become unacceptable to me must gather up the ashes of the cow and put them in a
sacred place outside the camp. The ashes must be kept there for the people of Israel to use when they mix it with

water for the ritual to remove the guilt of sin. 1%The man who gathers up the ashes of the cow must also wash his
clothes, and he also will be unfit to do anymore sacred work until that evening. That is a regulation that will never
be changed. It must be obeyed by you Israelite people and by any foreigners who live among you.

MAll those who touch a corpse will be unacceptable to me for seven days. 120n the third day and on the seventh
day after touching a corpse, in order to become acceptable to me again, they must sprinkle on themselves some of
that water for removing the guilt of their sin. If they do not do that on both of those days, they will continue to be

unacceptable to me. '3All those who touch a corpse, and do not perform in the correct way the ritual to become
acceptable to me again, defile Yahweh's sacred tent. They will no longer be permitted to live among the Israelite
people. The water to remove the guilt of sin was not sprinkled on them, so they continue to be unacceptable to me.

14There is another practice that must be performed when someone dies inside a tent. All those who were inside
that tent when that person died or who enter that tent will be unacceptable to me for seven days. 1°Any jars that
are inside that tent that are not covered are not permitted to be used. 1°If someone who is out in a field touches
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the corpse of someone who was murdered, or who died from natural causes, or if someone touches a bone from
some human or touches a grave, that person will be unacceptable to me for seven days.

17For someone like that to become acceptable to me again, some of the ashes from the cow that was burned must
be taken and put in a jar. Then some fresh water must be poured over the ashes. '®Then someone who has not
become unacceptable to me must take a stalk of a plant named hyssop and dip it into the water. Then that person
must sprinkle some of the water on the tent where that person died, on the things that are in the tent, and on the
people who were in the tent. He must also sprinkle some of that water on any person who touched a human bone
or who touched a person who had been killed, or who touched a person who died of natural causes, or who
touched a grave. 1°0n the third day and on the seventh day after that, the person who is acceptable to me must
sprinkle some of that water on those who have become unacceptable to me. On the seventh day, the people who
are performing that ritual to become acceptable to me again must wash their clothes and bathe. If they do that, on
that evening they will become acceptable to me again.

201f those who have become unacceptable to me do not become acceptable to me again by doing this, they will no
longer be permitted to live among to the Israelite people, because they have defiled my sacred tent. They did not

sprinkle on themselves the water that removes the guilt of their sins, so they remain unacceptable to me. ?'That is
a law for the Israelite people that will never be changed. Those who sprinkle that water on themselves must then
wash their clothes. And anyone who touches that water which removes guilt for sins will remain unacceptable to
God until that evening.

22pAnything and any person that someone who has become unacceptable to me has touched will remain
unacceptable to me until that evening.”

Chapter 20

1n the first month of the next year, the Israelite people traveled to the wilderness of Zin and camped near Kadesh.
While they were there, Moses' sister Miriam died and was buried there.

2There was no water for the people to drink there, so they came to Aaron and Moses. 3They complained and said,
“We wish that we had died in front of Yahweh's sacred tent when our fellow Israelites died! 4Did you bring us, who
are Yahweh's people, into this desert to die along with our livestock? *Why did you bring us from Egypt to this
miserable place? There is no grain, there are no figs, no grapes, and no pomegranates here. And there is no water
for us to drink!”

6Moses and Aaron turned away from the people and went to the entrance of the sacred tent and prostrated
themselves on the ground. Just then Yahweh appeared to them with his bright glory. When Yahweh appeared in

glory, he said, 8You and Aaron must take Aaron’s walking stick with you and gather all the people together. While
the people are watching, command that large rock over there to pour out water. Water for the people will flow from
it. All they and all their livestock will have enough water to drink.”

950 Moses did what Yahweh told him to do. He took Aaron’s walking stick from the place in the sacred tent where it
was kept. '%Then Moses and Aaron summoned all the people to gather at the rock. Then Moses shouted to them,

“All you rebellious people, listen! Is it necessary for us to bring to you water from this rock?” "'Then Moses raised
his hand and instead of speaking to the rock, he struck the rock two times with the walking stick. And water
gushed out. So all the people and their livestock drank all the water that they wanted.

12yt Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses, “You did not trust me or honor me before the people of Israel, and so you
will not lead them into the land I have given to them!”

13| ater this place was called the Meribah, which means ‘arguing’, because there the Israelite people argued against
Yahweh, and there he showed his honor and holiness to them by giving them water.

14While the people were at Kadesh, Moses sent messengers to the king of Edom to tell him this,
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“Your relatives, the Israelite people, are sending you this message. You know the many troubles that have

happened to us. 1°You know that our ancestors went down to Egypt. You know that they stayed there for many
years. They suffered because the rulers of Egypt caused them to become their slaves and to work very hard.

16yt when they called out to Yahweh, he heard them and sent an angel who brought them out of Egypt. Now we

have set up our tents here at Kadesh, a town on the border of your land. "Please allow us to travel through your
country. We will be careful to not walk through your fields and your vineyards. We will not even drink water from
your wells. As we travel, we will stay on the king's highway, the main road that goes from the south to the north,

and we will not leave that road until we have crossed the border of your country in the north.”

18yt the king of Edom refused. He replied, “Stay out of my country! If you try to enter it, I will send my army to
attack you!”

19The Israelite messengers replied, “If we travel through your country, we will stay on the main road. If we and any
of our livestock drink any of your water, we will pay for it. We want only to travel through your country. We do not
want anything else.”

20yt the king replied, “No! Stay out of our country! We will not allow you to travel through our land!” Then he sent
the strongest soldiers in his army to prevent the Israelites from entering his country.

2150, because the king of Edom refused to allow the Israelites to travel through his country, the Israelites turned
and traveled a different way.

22The Israelite people left Kadesh. They went to Mount Hor, 23which is at the border of Edom. While they were

there, Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses, 2*It is time for Aaron to die. He will not enter the land that I am giving to
you Israelites, because the two of you disobeyed me when I told you to speak to the rock to cause the water to flow

at Meribah. 2>Now you, Moses, take Aaron and his son Eleazar up on Mount Hor. 2There you must remove Aaron’s
clothes that he wears when he does the works of a priest, and put them on his son, Eleazar. Aaron will die up
there.”

2750 Moses did what Yahweh commanded. The three of them climbed up Mount Hor, while all the Israelite people

watched. 28At the top of the mountain, Moses took off the clothes that Aaron wore while he did the work of a priest
and put them on Eleazar. Then Aaron died there on the top of the mountain, and Eleazar and Moses went back

down. 2°When the Israelite people realized that Aaron had died, they all mourned for him for thirty days.

Chapter 21

1The king of the city of Arad lived in the area where the Canaanites lived, in the southern Judean wilderness. He
heard a report that the Israelites were approaching on the road to Atharim village. So his army attacked the
Israelites and captured some of them. 2Then the Israelites declared this solemnly, “Yahweh, if you will help us to
defeat these people, we will completely destroy all their towns.” 3Yahweh heard what they requested, and he
enabled them to defeat the army of this Canaan people group. The Israelite soldiers killed all the people and
destroyed their towns. Ever since that time, that place has been called Hormah which means “destruction.”

4Then the Israelites left Mount Hor and traveled on the road toward the Sea of Reeds, in order to go around the
land of Edom. But the people became impatient along the way, >and they began to grumble against God and
against Moses. They said, “Why have you brought us out of Egypt to die here in this desert? There is nothing to eat
here, and nothing to drink. And we detest this lousy manna food!”

650 Yahweh sent poisonous snakes among them. Many of the people were bitten by the snakes and died. “Then
the people came to Moses and cried out, saying, “We now know that we have sinned against Yahweh and against
you. Pray to Yahweh, asking that he will take away the snakes!” So Moses prayed for the people.
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8Then Yahweh told him, “Make a model of a poisonous snake, and attach it to the top of a pole. If those who are

bitten by the snakes look at that model, they will recover.” °So Moses made a snake from bronze and attached it to
the top of a pole. Then, when those who had been bitten by a snake looked at the bronze snake, they recovered!

10Then the Israelites traveled to Oboth and camped there. "1Then they left Oboth and went to Iye Abarim in the
wilderness on the eastern border of Moab. 2From there they traveled to the valley where the Zered riverbed is,

and camped there. '3Then they traveled to the north side of the Arnon River. That area is in the wilderness next to
the land where the Amorites live. The Arnon River is the boundary between Moab and where the Amorites live.

14That is why it is written down in the book of the wars of Yahweh,
“Waheb in Suphah, and the ravines there,

and the Arnon River

153nd the ravines there,

which extend as far as Ar village on the border of Moab.”

16Erom there the Israelites traveled to Beer. There was a well there where Yahweh previously had said to Moses,
“Gather the people together, and I will give them water.” There the Israelites sang this song:

“O well, give us water!
Sing about this well!
185ing about this well
which our leaders dug;

they dug out the dirt with their royal scepters and their walking sticks.”

Then the Israelites left that wilderness and went through Mattanah. 1°The Israelites also went through Nahaliel,
and Bamoth village. 2°Then they went to the valley in Moab where Mount Pisgah rises above the wilderness.

21Then the Israelites sent messengers to Sihon, the king of the Amor people group. This was the message that they
gave him,

22:pllow us to travel through your country. We will stay on the king’s highway, the main road that goes from the
south to the north, until we have finished traveling through your land. We will not walk through any field or
vineyard, or drink water from your wells.”

23gyt King Sihon refused. He would not allow them to walk through his land. Instead, he sent his whole army to

attack the Israelites in the desert. They attacked the Israelites at Jahaz village. 24But the Israelites completely
defeated them and occupied their land, from the Arnon River in the south to the Jabbok River in the north. They
stopped at the border of the land where the Ammon people group lived, because the Ammon army was defending

the border strongly. 23So the Israelites occupied all the cities and towns where the Amorites lived, and some of the

Israelites began to live in them. They occupied the city of Heshbon and the nearby villages. 2Heshbon was the
capital of the country. It was the city where King Sihon ruled. His army had previously defeated the army of the
king of Moab, and then his people had begun to live in all of the land of Moab as far as the Arnon River in the
south.

27For that reason, one of the poets wrote long ago,
“Come to Heshbon, the city where King Sihon ruled.

We want the city to be restored.
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28 fire blazed from Heshbon.
It burned down the city of Ar in Moab.

It destroyed everything on the hills along the Arnon River.

29you people of Moab, terrible things have happened to you!
You people who worship your god Chemosh have been annihilated!
The men who worshiped Chemosh have run away and are now refugees,

and the women who worshiped him have been captured by the army of Sihon, the king of the Amor people group.

30Byt we have defeated those descendants of Amor;
all the way from Heshbon in the north to the city of Dibon in the south.

We have completely obliterated them as far as the cities of Nophah and Medeba.”
3150 the Israelite people began to live in the land where the Amorites lived.

32)fter Moses sent some men to explore the area near the city of Jazer, Israelite people began to live in all the

towns in that region and expelled the Amor people group who lived there. 33Then they turned north toward the
region of Bashan, but King Og of Bashan and all his army attacked them at the city of Edrei.

34yahweh said to Moses, “Do not be afraid of Og, because I am going to enable your men to defeat him and his
army, and to take possession of all his land. You will do to him what you did to Sihon, the king of the Amor people
group, who ruled in Heshbon.”

35And that is what happened. The Israelites defeated Og's army, and killed King Og and his sons and all his people.
Not a person survived! And then the Israelites began to live in their land.

Chapter 22

1Then the Israelites traveled west to the plain of Moab that was in the Valley of the Jordan River, across the river
from Jericho.

2Byt King Balak son of Zippor, who ruled Moab, found out what the Israelites had done to the Amor people group.
3When he saw that the Israelites were very numerous, he and his people became terrified.

450 the king of Moab went to the leaders of the Midian people group and said to them, “This huge group of
Israelites will wipe out everything around them, like an ox devours grass!”

Balak was the king of Moab. >He sent messengers to a prophet named Balaam, who was living in his own area, in
Pethor, near the Euphrates River. He sent this message to request that Balaam would come to help him,

“A huge group of people has arrived here from Egypt. It looks like they are covering the entire land! And they have

begun to live close to us. ®Because they are very powerful, we are afraid of them. So please come and curse them
for me. Then my army may be able to defeat them and expel them from the land where they are now living. I know
that good things will happen to the people whom you bless, and disasters will happen to the people whom you
curse.”

7Balak’s messengers, who were leaders of both the Moab and Midian people groups, took money with them to pay

Balaam in order that he would come and curse the Israelites. They went to Balaam and told him what Balak had
said.
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8Balaam said, “Stay here tonight. Tomorrow morning I will tell you whatever Yahweh tells me that I should say to
you.”

So the leaders from Moab stayed there that night. ?During the night, God appeared to Balaam and asked him,
“Who are these men who are staying with you?”

10Balaam replied, “Balak, the king of Moab, sent these men to tell me this message, VA huge group of people has
come from Egypt, and they have spread all over this area. Please come immediately to curse them. Then I may be
able to defeat them and expel them from this area.”

12God replied to Balaam, “Do not go with them! I have blessed those people, so you must not curse them!”

13The next morning, Balaam got up and told Balak’s men, “Go back home. But go by yourselves, because Yahweh is
not allowing me to go with you.”

1450 the men from Moab returned to King Balak and they reported to him, “Balaam refused to come with us.”

15But Balak sent another group of leaders to Balaam. It was a group that was larger and they were more important
than the men in the first group. '®They went to Balaam and told him this,

“This is what King Balak says, ‘Please do not allow anything to hinder you from coming here. "I will pay you a lot of
money if you come, and I will do anything that you ask me to do. Just come and curse these Israelite people for
me!"

188yt Balaam answered them, “Even if Balak would give me a palace filled with silver and gold, I would not do

anything to disobey Yahweh, my God. 1°But stay here one more night, like the other messengers did, and I will find
out if Yahweh has anything more to say to me.”

20That night God appeared to Balaam again and said to him, “These men have come to request that you go back
with them, so you may go with them, but do only what I tell you to do!”

2150 the next morning, Balaam put a saddle on his donkey and he departed with two of his servants along with the

men from Moab. 22Even though God had given Balaam permission to go, he was still angry. So he sent one of his
angels to Balaam. This angel stood in the road to block Balaam'’s path. As Balaam and the two servants were riding

on their donkeys, 22Balaam’s donkey saw the angel. The angel was standing in the road and was holding a sword in
his hand, but Balaam did not see him.

Balaam'’s donkey turned off the road into a field. So Balaam struck the donkey and forced it to go back onto the
road. 24Then the angel stood in a place where the road was very narrow, between two vineyards, with walls on

each side of the road. 2When the donkey saw the angel standing there, it walked very close to the wall to try to get
past the angel. As a result, it bashed Balaam'’s foot against the wall. So Balaam struck the donkey again.

26Then the angel went further along the road and stood at a place that was extremely narrow, with the result that

the donkey could not get past at all. 2’This time, when the donkey saw the angel, it lay down on the ground with
Balaam sitting on top of it. Balaam became extremely angry, and he struck the donkey again with his walking stick.

28Then Yahweh enabled the donkey to speak! It said to Balaam, “What bad thing have I done to you that caused
you to strike me three times?”

29Balaam shouted, “I struck you because you have caused me to appear to be foolish! If I had a sword with me, I
would kill you!”

30But the donkey answered, “I am your own donkey, the one that you have always ridden! Have I ever done
anything like this previously?”

Balaam said, “No.”
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31Then Yahweh enabled Balaam to see the angel standing on the road, holding a sword in his hand. Balaam
realized that it was an angel and prostrated himself on the ground in front of the angel.

32The angel asked him, “Why did you strike your donkey three times? I have come to block your path because what

you are planning to do is wrong. 33Three times your donkey saw me and turned away from me. If it had not done
that, I would certainly have killed you already, but I would have allowed the donkey to live.”

34Then Balaam said to the angel, “I have sinned. But I did not realize that you were standing there, trying to block
my path. So if you do not want me to continue going, I will return home.”

35But the angel replied, “I will allow you to go with these men, but you must say only what I tell you to say!”

So Balaam went on with the leaders whom Balak had sent.

36When King Balak heard that Balaam was coming, he went to meet him at a city in Moab that is located alongside

the Arnon River, near the border of his own land. 3’When he arrived where Balaam was, he said to him, “I sent you
a message saying that you should come immediately! Why did you not come? Did you think that I was not able to
pay you a lot of money for coming?”

38Balaam replied, “I have come here now, but I am not able to say anything that I want to. I will say only the words
that God tells me to say.”

39Then Balaam went with Balak to Kiriath Huzoth. 4%There Balak killed some cattle and sheep as sacrifices, and

offered parts of the meat to Balaam and the leaders who were with him. #'They slept there, and the next morning
Balak took Balaam part way up the mountain to Bamoth Baal village. From there, they could see some of the
Israelite people who were down below.

Chapter 23

1Balaam said to King Balak, “Build here seven altars for me. Then kill seven young bulls and seven rams for a

sacrifice.” 2So Balak did that. And then he and Balaam each burned a young bull and a ram as a sacrifice on each
altar.

3Then Balaam said to Balak, “You stand here close to your burned offerings, and I will go and ask Yahweh if he has
something else to tell me. Then I will tell you what he says to me.”

Then Balaam went by himself to the top of a hill. #While he was on the top of the hill, God appeared to him there.
Balaam said to him, “We have built seven altars, and I have killed and burned a young bull and a ram as a sacrifice
to you on each altar.”

5Then Yahweh gave Balaam a message to give to King Balak. Then he said, “Go back and tell him what I told you.”

6When Balaam returned to Balak, Balak was standing with the leaders from Moab beside the offerings he had
burned on the altar. This is the message that Balaam told them,

“Balak summoned me to come here from Aram;
the king of Moab brought me here from the hills at the eastern side of Aram.
He said, ‘Come and curse the descendants of Jacob for me!

Come and say that bad things will happen to these Israelite people!

8But how can I curse people whom God has not cursed?

How can I fight against people against whom Yahweh does not fight?
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91 have seen them from the tops of the rocky peaks,

I have seen them from the hills.

I see that they are a group of people who live by themselves.

They have separated themselves from other nations.

1%Who can count the descendants of Jacob, as numerous as particles of dust!
Who can count even a fourth of the number of the Israelite people?

I wish that I will die like righteous people die.

I hope that I will die peacefully like they will die.”

MThen Balak said, “What have you done to me? I brought you here to curse my enemies, but instead you have
blessed them!”

12yt Balaam replied, “I can say only what Yahweh tells me to say. I cannot say anything else.”

13Then King Balak told Balaam, “Come with me to another place. There you will see only part of the Israelite

people, and you will be able to curse those people for me.” 1450 Balak took Balaam to a field on the top of Mount
Pisgah. There, again he built seven altars and offered a young bull and a ram as a sacrifice on each altar.

15Then Balaam said to the king, “Stand here close to your burned offerings, while I go and talk with Yahweh.”

1650 Balaam did that, and Yahweh appeared to Balaam again and gave him another message. Then he said, “Go
back to Balak and tell him that message.”

1750 Balaam returned to where the king and the leaders from Moab were standing, next to the altar where Balak
had burned the sacrifices. Balak asked him, “What did Yahweh say?”

18Then Balaam told him this message,

“Balak, listen carefully,

hear what I have to say, you son of Zippor!

19God is not a human being.

Humans lie, but God never lies.

He never changes his mind, as humans do.
Whatever he has said that he will do, he does.
Whatever he has promised to do, he has done it.
200 commanded me to request him to bless the Israelites,
So he has blessed them, and I cannot change that.
21yahweh their God is with them;

the people shout that he is their true king.

So the descendants of Jacob will not be harmed,
they will not endure trouble without God.
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22God brought them out slavery in Egypt

and has led them through the wilderness with strength like a wild ox.

23\When people curse the descendants of Jacob, they will not be harmed,

when people work sorcery on them, it will have no power.

So now people will say about the descendants of Jacob,

‘God has done wonderful things for the Israelites!

24They are very strong, like lionesses that are ready to attack other animals.

They stand firm like lions.

The lions refuse to rest until they have killed and eaten their prey

and drunk the blood of the animals they slaughtered.”

25Then Balak said to Balaam, “If you will not curse them, then I certainly do not want you to bless them!”
26yt Balaam replied, “I told you that I must do only what Yahweh tells me to do!”

27Then King Balak said to Balaam, “Come with me; I will take you to another place. Perhaps it will please God to

allow you to curse them from that place.” 2850 Balak took Balaam to the top of Mount Peor where they could look
down and see the Israelites in the desert.

29Balaam again told Balak, “Build me seven altars again and kill seven young bulls and seven rams for a sacrifice.”
3050 Balak did what Balaam told him to do. He burned a young bull and a ram on each altar as sacrifices.

Chapter 24

1Balaam now realized that Yahweh wanted to bless the Israelite people, not curse them. So he did not use magic
like a shaman would do to find out what Yahweh wanted, as he often did. Instead, he turned toward the desert.

2He saw the Israelite people camped there in their tents, with each tribe gathered in one group. Then the Spirit of
God came upon him, 3and this is the prophetic message that he gave to Balak:

“T, Balaam son of Beor, am giving this prophecy.

This prophecy that I speak is as a man who sees what will happen in the future clearly speaks.
4 hear this message from God.

I see a vision from the one who is all-powerful.

My eyes are open as I prostrate myself in front of him.

SYou descendants of Jacob, your tents are very beautiful!

The places where you live are lovely!

SYour tents are spread out in front of me like groves of palm trees in valleys,

like gardens alongside a river.

They are like strong aloe trees that Yahweh has planted,
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like strong cedar trees that grow along the rivers.

TYour water buckets will always be full.
The seeds that you plant will always have plenty of water to make them grow.
The Israelites’ king will be greater than King Agag.

The kingdom that he rules will be honored.

8God brought them out of Egypt,

leading them along with his great power that is like a wild ox.

God devastates all the nations that oppose him.

He breaks all those people’s bones into pieces,

and shoots them with his arrows.

9The Israelites are like lions that crouch and lie down, ready to spring on their prey,
like lionesses that are resting.

No one would dare to arouse them!

God will bless everyone who blesses you Israelites,

and he will curse everyone who curses you.”

19Then King Balak was extremely angry with Balaam. He showed with his hands that he was very angry, and he

shouted, saying, “I summoned you here to curse my enemies! Instead, you have blessed them three times! 1'So
now, get out of here! Go back home! I said that I would pay you a lot of money if you cursed them, but Yahweh has
prevented you from getting any pay!”

12Balaam said to Balak, “Do you not remember what I told the messengers that you sent to me? I said, ' Even if
Balak would give me a palace filled with silver and gold, I would not disobey Yahweh. I cannot do anything bad or
anything that is good that he does not approve of.’ And I told you that I could say only what Yahweh says to me.

1450 yes, I will return to my people, but first, allow me to tell you what will happen to you Moab people in the
future.”

15Then Balaam said this to Balak:

“I, Balaam, son of Beor, am again giving a prophecy.

This prophecy that I speak is again as a man who sees what will happen in the future clearly speaks.
16] hear a message from God;

I know things that God, who lives in heaven, has revealed to me.

I see a vision from the one who is all-powerful.

My eyes are open as I prostrate myself in front of him.

17The things that I see in the vision are not going to happen now.

I see things that God will cause to happen in the future.

A man who is a descendant of Jacob will appear like a star;
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a king who holds a scepter will be one of the Israelite people.
He will crush the heads of you people of Moab;
he will wipe out the descendants of Seth.
18The Israelites will occupy Edom,
and they will conquer their enemies who live near Mount Seir.
The Israelite people will be victorious.
19A ruler will come who is a descendant of Jacob.
He will get rid of the people who still live in the city where Balaam first met Balak.”
20Then Balaam looked out over where the Amalek people group lived, and he prophesied this,
“The Amalek people group were the greatest nation,
but they will be wiped out.”
21Then he looked out over the area where the Kenite people group lived, and he prophesied this,
“You think that the place where you live is secure
like a nest that is made in the cliffs,
22Kyt you will be wiped out
when the army of Assyria conquers you.”
23Balaam ended his prophecies by saying,
“Also, who can survive when God does all these things?
245hips will come from the Island of Cyprus,
and the men in those ships will defeat the armies of Assyria and Eber.
But God will get rid of those men, too.”

25Then Balaam and Balak returned to their homes.

Chapter 25

TWhile the Israelites were camped at a place called Acacia Grove, some of the men became unfaithful to God by
sleeping with some of the women of the Moab people group who lived in that area. 2Then those women invited the
men to come when the sacrifices were being offered to their gods. The Israelite men accepted. They went to the
feasts with the women and worshiped the gods of the Moab people group. 3By doing that, the Israelite people
joined the women in worshiping the god Baal who the Moab people group thought lived on Mount Peor. That
caused Yahweh to become very angry with his people, and he sent a severe plague on many of the Israelite people.

4Yahweh said this to Moses: “Seize all the leaders of those who are doing this and execute them while I am
watching. Do that in the daytime. After you do that, I will no longer be angry with the Israelite people.”

53S0 Moses said to the other Israelite leaders, “Each of you must execute your men who have joined others in
worshiping Baal.”

18871774



Numbers Numbers 26

6But later, while many people were crying at the entrance of the sacred tent, one of the Israelite men brought a
woman from the Midian people group into his tent and started to sleep with her. Moses and all the people heard of

it. ’When Phinehas, who was a grandson of Aaron, heard this he rose up from among the community, grabbed a

spear. 8Then he rushed into the man's tent. He thrust the spear completely through the man’s body and into the
woman'’s belly and killed both of them. When he did that, the plague that had started to strike the Israelites

stopped. 2But twenty-four thousand people had already died from that plague.

19Then Yahweh said to Moses, 11“Phinehas has caused me to stop being angry with the Israelite people, by being
as eager as I am to stop this sinful behavior. I was ready to get rid of all the Israelite people because I was

extremely angry, but Phinehas has prevented me from doing that. "2Now tell him that I am making a special peace

agreement with him. 13In this agreement, I am promising to give to him and to his descendants the right to be
priests. I am doing this because he showed that he was very eager to honor me, his God, by stopping this sinful
behavior. He has satisfied my holy righteousness against the sinfulness of Israel by causing me to forgive them for
their sin.”

14The Israelite man who was killed with the woman of the Moab people group was named Zimri son of Salu, who

was the leader of a family from the tribe of Simeon. '*The woman’s name was Kozbi. She was the daughter of Zur,
who was the leader of one of the clans of the Midian people group.

16Then Yahweh said to Moses, 7“Take your men and attack the Midian people group and kill them. 18They have
become your enemies, because they tricked you Israelite people and induced many of you to worship Baal, and
because one of your men slept with Kozbi, who was the daughter of a leader of the Midian people group. She was
killed at the time the plague started because of the people who sinned at Mount Peor.”

Chapter 26

1After the plague ended, Yahweh said to Eleazar and Moses, 2“Count all the people of Israel again. Write down the
names of all the men who are at least 20 years old who are able to fight in battles, along with their family names.”

350 while the Israelites were on the plains of Moab, by the Jordan across from Jericho, Eleazar and Moses told this

to the Israelite leaders, *“Write down the names of all the Israelite men who are at least 20 years old, as Yahweh
has commanded us.”

So they did that, and this is a record of all the descendants of Jacob who came out of Egypt who were still alive.
5-7These are the descendants of Reuben, Jacob's oldest son:

the Hanokites descended from his son Hanok,

the Palluites descended from his son Palluy,

the Hezronites descended from his son Hezron,

the Carmites descended from his son Carmi.

The Israelite leaders counted 43,730 men from the tribe of Reuben. &Pallu’s son was Eliab 2and his grandsons were
Nemuel, Dathan and Abiram. Dathan and Abiram were the leaders who joined with Korah to conspire against
Aaron and Moses and rebelled against Yahweh.

10yt the earth opened up and swallowed them and Korah. Yahweh also sent a fire that burned up 250 men who
supported those three men. That was a warning to all the Israelite people that they should respect and obey the

leaders whom Yahweh had appointed. 1"But the descendants of Korah did not die on that day.
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12-14These are the descendants of Simeon:
the Nemuelites descended from his son Nemuel,
the Jaminites descended from his son Jamin,
the Jakinites descended from his son Jakin,
the Zerahites descended from his son Zerah,
the Shaulites descended from his son Shaul.

The Israelite leaders counted 22,200 men from the tribe of Simeon.

15-18These are the descendants of Gad:
the Zephonites descended from his son Zephon,
the Haggites descended from his son Haggj,
the Shunites descended from his son Shuni,
the Oznites descended from his son Ozni,
the Erites descended from his son Eri,
the Arodites descended from his son Arod,
the Arelites descended from his son Areli.
The Israelite leaders counted 40,500 men from the tribe of Gad.
19-22),,dah's sons, Er and Onan, died in Canaan before they had any children. These are the descendants of Judah:
the Shelanites descended from his son Shelah,
the Perezites descended from his son Perez,
the Zerahites descended from his son Zerah.
Perez was the father of Hezron and Hamul.
The Hezronites descended from Hezron,
the Hamulites descended from Hamul.
The Israelite leaders counted 76,500 men from the tribe of Judah.
23-25These are the descendants of Issachar:
the Tolaites descended from his son Tola,
the Puites descended from his son Puah,
the Jashubites descended from his son Jashub,
the Shimronites descended from his son Shimron,

The Israelite leaders counted 64,300 men from the tribe of Issachar.
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26-27These are the descendants of Zebulun:
the Seredites descended from his son Sered,
the Elonites descended from his son Elon,
the Jahleelites descended from his son Jahleel,
The Israelite leaders counted 60,500 men from the tribe of Zebulun.
28-29The sons of Joseph are Manasseh and Ephraim. These are the descendants of Manasseh:
the Makirites descended from his son Machir.
Makir was the father of Gilead.

The Gileadites descended from Gilead.

30-32Theses are the descendants of Gilead:
the Iezerites descended from his son Iezer,
the Helekites descended from his son Helek,
the Asrielites descended from his son Asriel,
the Shechemites descended from his son Shechem,
the Shemidaites descended from his son Shemida,

the Hepherites descended from his son Hepher.

33-34Hepher’s son Zelophehad did not have any sons, but he had five daughters—Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milkah,
and Tirzah.

The Israelite leaders counted 52,700 men from the tribe of Manasseh, who was one of the sons of Joseph.

35-37These are the descendants of Ephriam:
the Shuthelahites descended from his son Shuthelah,
the Becherites descended from his son Becher,
the Tahanites descended from his son Tahan,
These are the descendents of Shuthelah:
the Eranites descended from his son Eran,
The Israelite leaders counted 32,500 men from the tribe of Ephraim, who was Joseph’s other son.
38-41These are the descendants of Benjamin:
the Belaites descended from his son Bela,
the Ashbelites descended from his son Ashbel,
the Ahiramites descended from his son Ahiram,
the Shuphamites descended from his son Shephupham,

the Huphamites descended from his son Hupham,
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Bela was the father of Ard and Naaman.
The Ardites descended from his son Ard,
the Naamites descended from his son Naamam.

The Israelite leaders counted 45,600 men from the tribe of Benjamin.

42-43These are the descendants of Dan:
the Shuhamites descended from his son Shuhman,

The Israelite leaders counted 64,400 men from the tribe of Dan.

44-47These are the descendants of Asher:
the Imnites descended from his son Imnah,
the Ishvites descended from his son Ishvi,
the Berites descended from his son Beriah,
Beriah had two sons, Heber and Malkiel.
The Heberites descended from his son Heber
the Malkielites descended from his son Malkiel.
Asher also had a daughter named Serah.

The Israelite leaders counted 53,400 men from the tribe of Asher.

48-50These are the descendants of Napthali:
the Jahzeelites descended from his son Jahzeel,
the Gunites descended from his son Guni,
the Jezerites descended from his son Jezer,
the Shillemites descended from his son Shillem,

The Israelite leaders counted 45,400 men from the tribe of Naphtali.
51The total of the Israelite men whom the leaders counted was 601,730.

52Then Yahweh said to Moses, 53“Divide Canaan land among the tribes. Distribute the land according to the

number of people in each tribe that are on your lists. 4>®Decide by casting lots to determine which group will get
which area, but give the largest areas to the groups with the most people.”

3'The leaders also counted the male descendants of Levi. They were in clans descended from Gershon, Kohatbh,
and Merari. 58These also included people from the clans of Libni, Hebron, Mahli, Mushi, and Korah. All of them
were descendants of Levi. Kohath was the ancestor of Amram, >®whose wife was Jochebed. She also was a
descendant of Levi, but she was born in Egypt. She and Amram had two sons, Aaron and Moses, and their older
sister Miriam. ®%Aaron’s sons were Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 8'But Nadab and Abihu died when they
burned incense for a sacrifice to Yahweh in a way that disobeyed what Yahweh had commanded.

62The leaders counted twenty-three thousand men from the descendants of Levi who were at least one month old.
But these men were not counted when the rest of the Israelite people were counted, because were not given any
land at that time.
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63Those were the men whom Eleazar and Moses said should be counted. They counted the Israelite people on the
plains of Moab, on the east side of the Jordan River, across from Jericho. ®*None of the men whom they counted

were on the lists that were made by Aaron and Moses when the Israelites were in the wilderness of Sinai. ®3They
were told what Yahweh had said. He said, “They will all die in this desert,” and that is what happened. The only ones
who were still alive were Jephunneh'’s son Caleb and Nun’s son Joshua.

Chapter 27

10ne day the five daughters of Zelophehad came to Moses. They were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milkah, and Tirzah.
2They came to the entrance of the sacred tent and stood in front of Eleazar, Moses, the tribal leaders, and many

other Israelite people. 3They said, “Our father died during the time that we were in the desert, and he did not have
any sons. But he was not among those who supported Korah, who rebelled against Yahweh, and he died because

of his own sin. He did not have any sons. #Why should the name of his clan disappear because our father had no
sons? So give us some land like our father’s relatives will be getting!”

5So Moses asked Yahweh what to do about their case. °And Yahweh replied, 7“What the daughters of Zelophehad
are requesting is right. You must give them some land, just as you are giving to their father’s relatives. Give to each
of them some of the land that would have been given to their brothers if they had any.

8Also tell this to the Israelite people: ‘If a man who has no sons dies, give the things that his sons would have
inherited to his daughters. °If the man has no sons or daughters, give to his brothers the things that his sons and
daughters would have inherited. 1%If the man had no brothers, give to his father’s brothers the things that his sons

or daughters or brothers would have inherited. 11If the man’s father has no brothers, give to his closest relative the
things that the others would have inherited.’ That will be a rule for the Israelite people, because I am giving this as
a command to you, Moses, to tell them.”

120ne day, Yahweh said to Moses, “Climb to the top of the Abarim mountains east of the Jordan River. Then look
out over the land that I am giving to the Israelite people. 13After you have seen it, you will die just like your older

brother Aaron did. The reason that you will die and not enter that land is that you both disobeyed my instructions
in the wilderness of Zin. When the Israelite people rebelled against me there at Meribah, near Kadesh, I told you to
speak to the rock to cause water to flow out of it. But because you struck the rock instead of speaking to it, you did

not show the people my holy power.”

15Then Moses said this to Yahweh, 18“Yahweh, you are the God who directs the spirits of all people. So please

appoint a new leader for the Israelite people. 17Appoint someone who will lead your people when they go to fight a
battle, so that they will not just wander around like sheep that do not have a shepherd.”

18yahweh replied, “Get Joshua son of Nun, who has my Spirit within him. Lay your hands on him to appoint him.
19Cause him to stand in front of Eleazar the priest, as all the people are watching, and commission him to be the
new leader of the Israelite people. 2%Give to him some of the authority that you now have, in order that all the

Israelite people will know that they must obey him. 2'When you all need me to guide you, Joshua will stand in front
of Eleazar. Then by casting lots Eleazar will determine what they should do. At Joshua's command all people of
Israel will mobilize themselves together.”

2254 Moses did what Yahweh commanded. He presented Joshua to Eleazar and to all the Israelite people. 22Moses
laid his hands on him and commissioned him to do the work that Yahweh told Moses to tell him to do.

Chapter 28

Tyahweh said this to Moses, 2“Tell this to the Israelite people, ‘Bring to me the offerings that will be burned on the
altar. When they are burned, the smell will be very pleasing to me. And tell them that they must bring them at the
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proper time. 3Tell them that what they must bring to me each day are two male lambs that are one year old. They
must have no defects. They must be completely burned on the altar. #They should bring one in the morning and
the other early in the evening. 5They must also bring a flour offering of two liters of finely-ground flour, mixed with
a liter of olive oil. ®That is the offering that they must bring every day. They started to bring those offerings while
you were at Mount Sinai. When those offerings are burned on the altar, the smell will be very pleasing to me.

7When they burn each lamb, they must also pour on the sacred altar in the holy place one liter of wine. 8In the
evening, when they offer the second lamb, they must also bring the same offerings of flour and wine as they
burned in the morning. When they are burned, the smell will also be very pleasing to me.

90n each Sabbath, you must bring two male lambs, each a year old, that have no defects. Also bring a flour
offering of four and one-half liters of finely ground flour mixed with olive oil and a wine offering of four and one-

half liters of wine. 1%Those are the offerings that are to be burned on the altar each Sabbath. Those are in addition
to the offerings of two lambs and wine that you must bring each day.

0On the first day of each month you must bring to me an offering of two young bulls, one male sheep, and seven
male lambs that are one year old. All of these must be without defects. They must all be burned completely on the

altar. 12Also bring with each bull an offering of six liters of finely-ground flour mixed with olive oil. With each male

sheep make an offering of four liters of nice flour mixed with olive oil. 13Also bring an offering of two liters of
finely-ground flour mixed with olive oil with each lamb. When all of these are burned on the altar, the smell will be
very pleasing to me. MWith each bull also bring two liters of wine. With each male sheep, bring one and one-fifth
liters of wine. With each lamb bring one liter of wine. These offerings must be brought on the first day of each

month and burned completely on the altar. '3In addition to these offerings that you burn, you must bring to me
one goat for an offering to remove the guilt of your sins.

16The Passover festival must be celebrated to honor me each year on the fourteenth day of your first month. 17The
Festival of Unleavened Bread will start on the next day. For the following seven days, the bread that you eat must

be made without yeast. '80n the first day of that festival, you must gather together to worship me, and you must

not do any regular work that you would normally do. 1?0n that day, you must bring to me for an offering that will
be completely burned on the altar two young bulls, one male sheep, and seven male lambs that are one year old.

They must all have no defects. 2%With each of these bulls, bring a grain offering of six liters of finely-ground flour
mixed with olive oil. With the male sheep, bring a grain offering of four liters of finely ground flour mixed with olive
oil. 2'With each of the seven lambs, bring an offering of two liters of finely-ground flour mixed with olive oil. 2?Also
bring one goat for a sacrifice to make atonement for your sin. 23Bring these offerings in addition to the offerings
that you bring each morning. 24The smell of the grain that is burned on the altar each day for seven days will be

very pleasing to me. Bring the grain in addition to the animals and the wine that you burn on the altar. 2°0n the
seventh day of that festival, you must again gather together to worship me, and you must not do any regular work
that you would normally do.

260n the day of the Harvest festival, when you bring to me the first grain that you have harvested, you must gather
together to worship me. Do not do any regular work that you would normally do on that day. 2’Bring to me two
young bulls, one male sheep, and seven male lambs that are one year old. When they are completely burned on

the altar, the smell will be very pleasing to me. 28Also bring a flour offering of finely ground flour mixed with olive
oil. For each bull bring five and three-quarters of a liter, and with each male sheep bring three and four-fifths liters.

2For each of the lambs bring two liters. 3%Also sacrifice one male goat to make atonement for your sins. 31Bring
these offerings and the offering of wine in addition to the animals and flour that you burn on the altar each day.
And remember that the animals that you sacrifice must have no defects.”

Chapter 29

1“Each year, gather together to worship me on the first day of your seventh month, and do not do any regular work
that you would normally do on that day. On that day the priests must blow their trumpets.
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2When the offerings on the altar on that day are being completely burned, the smell will be very pleasing to me.
The animals that you must bring are one young bull, one male sheep, and seven male lambs that are one year old.

They must have no defects. 3With these animals bring a grain offering of finely ground flour mixed with olive oil.
With the bull, bring five and three-quarters liters. With the male sheep, bring three and four-fifths liters, 4and with

each of the seven lambs bring two liters. SAlso offer one male goat to atone for your sins. ®All of those animals will
be in addition to the animals that are completely burned on the altar each morning and on the first day of each
month. The offerings of flour and wine must be made exactly as I have decreed that you are to do. When these
offerings are burned, the smell will be very pleasing to me.

7Each year, on the tenth day of your seventh month, you must gather together to worship me. Do not eat any food

or do any work on that day. 8When you burn offerings on the altar on that day, the smell will be very pleasing to
me. The animals that you must bring are one young bull, one male sheep, and seven male lambs that are one year

old. They must have no defects. ®With the bull, bring a flour offering of five and three-quarters liters of finely
ground flour mixed with olive oil. With the male sheep, bring three and four-fifths liters. 1%With each of the lambs,

bring two liters. Also bring one male goat to remove the guilt of your sins, and the animals and flour and wine
that you burn on the altar each day to atone for your sins. Those offerings will be in addition to the animals and
flour and wine that are completely burned on the altar each day.

120n the fifteenth day of your seventh month, you must all gather together to worship me. You must not do any

regular work that you would normally do on that day. You must continue to celebrate for seven days. 13When the
offerings are burned on the altar, the smell will be very pleasing to me. The animals that you must bring are
thirteen young bulls, two male sheep, and fourteen male lambs that are one year old. These animals must have no

defects. With each of the thirteen bulls, bring a flour offering of five and three-quarters liters of finely-ground
flour mixed with olive oil. With each of the male sheep, bring three and four-fifths liters. With each of the

fourteen lambs, bring two liters. '®Also bring one male goat to be sacrificed to remove the guilt of your sins, in
addition to the offerings of animals and flour and wine that are completely burned on the altar each day.

170n the second day of the festival, you must bring to the altar twelve young bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs
that are one year old. These animals must have no defects. 18Bring also with the animals the offerings of flour and

wine that are required. 12Also offer one male goat; sacrifice it to remove the guilt of your sins. These animals will
be in addition to the offerings of animals and flour and wine that are completely burned on the altar each day.

200n the third day of the festival, you must bring to the altar eleven young bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs
that are one year old. These animals must have no defects. They must all be burned on the altar, and their smell
will please me. 2'Bring also with the animals the offerings of flour and wine that are required. 22Also offer one
male goat to be sacrificed to remove the guilt of your sins. These animals will be in addition to the offerings of
animals and flour and wine that are completely burned on the altar each day.

230n the fourth day of the festival, you must bring to the altar ten young bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs that
are one year old. These animals must have no defects. They must all be burned on the altar, and their smell will
please me. 24Bring also with the animals the offerings of flour and wine that are required. 25Also offer one male
goat to be sacrificed to remove the guilt of your sins. These animals will be in addition to the offerings of animals
and flour and wine that are completely burned on the altar each day.

260n the fifth day of the festival, you must bring to the altar nine young bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs that
are one year old. These animals must have no defects. They must all be burned on the altar, and their smell will

please me. 27Bring also with the animals the offerings of flour and wine that are required. 28Also offer one male
goat to be sacrificed to remove the guilt of your sins. These animals will be in addition to the offerings of animals
and flour and wine that are completely burned on the altar each day.

290n the sixth day of the festival, you must bring to the altar eight young bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs that
are one year old. These animals must have no defects. They must all be burned on the altar, and their smell will

please me. 3Bring also with the animals the offerings of flour and wine that are required. 31Also offer one male
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goat to be sacrificed to remove the guilt of your sins. These animals will be in addition to the offerings of animals
and flour and wine that are completely burned on the altar each day.

320n the seventh day of the festival, you must bring to the altar seven young bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs
that are one year old. These animals must have no defects. They must all be burned on the altar, and their smell

will please me. 33Bring also with the animals the offerings of flour and wine that are required. 34Also offer one
male goat to be sacrificed to remove the guilt of your sins. These animals will be in addition to the offerings of
animals and flour and wine that are completely burned on the altar each day.

35Eight days after the start of that festival, you must again gather together to worship me; you must not do any

regular work that you would normally do on that day. 30n that day, you must bring to the altar one bull, one full-
grown ram, and seven lambs that are one year old. These animals must have no defects. They must all be burned

on the altar, and their smell will please me. 37Bring also with the bull and the male sheep and each of the lambs the

offerings of flour and wine that are required. 38Also offer one male goat to be sacrificed to remove the guilt of your
sins. These animals will be in addition to the offerings of animals and flour and wine that are completely burned on
the altar each day.

39t your festivals, these are the offerings that you must bring to me: The offerings that will be completely burned
on the altar, the grain offerings, the wine offerings, and the offerings to restore fellowship with me. Those are in
addition to the offerings that you give to me because you promised to do something, and other special offerings
that you want to give to me.”

40Then Moses told to the Israelite people all the things that Yahweh had commanded him.

Chapter 30

TMoses spoke with the leaders of the Israelite tribes. He told them these commands that Yahweh had given to him:
241f a3 man solemnly promises Yahweh that he will do something, he must do what he promised.

31If a young woman who is still living with her parents solemnly promises to Yahweh to do something, 4and if her
father hears about what she promised, and if he does not say anything to her, she must do what she promised.

3But if her father hears about what she promised and does not allow her to do that, then she does not need to do
what she promised. Yahweh will forgive her for not doing what she promised.

61f a woman promises Yahweh that she will do something, but then she gets married, 7If she marries a husband

while under the vows, or she makes rash utterances by which she obligates herself, they will stand. 8But if her
husband stops her on the day that he hears about it, then he cancels the vow that she has made, the rash talk of
her lips with which she has bound herself. Yahweh will release her.

91f a widow or a woman who has been divorced makes a promise, she must do what she promised.

101f 3 woman who is married promises to do something, 1and if her husband hears about it but does not object,
she must do what she promised. '2But if he hears about it and does not allow her to do that, she does not need to
do what she promised, and Yahweh will forgive her for not doing it. 1A woman’s husband may require her to do
what she has promised, or he may not allow her to do what she has promised. 1%If he does not object for several

days after he hears about it, she must do what she promised. 1*But if he waits a long time after she has promised
to do something and then he tells her that he will not permit her to do it, if she does not do what she promised,
she will not be punished. Her husband is the one whom Yahweh will punish.”

16Those are the rules that Yahweh gave to Moses for husbands and wives, and for young women who are still living
with their parents.
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Chapter 31

Tyahweh spoke to Moses and said, 2“Tell the Israelite people that they should pay back the Midian people group for
what they did to you. After that happens, you will die.”

350 Moses said to the people, “Get some men prepared for battle. Yahweh will enable them to pay back the Midian
people group for what they did to us. 4Select a thousand men from each tribe to fight.” 5So twelve thousand men

prepared for fighting in the battle, one thousand from each tribe. ®When Moses sent them to the battle, Phinehas
son of Eleazar the priest, went with them. He took with him some of the things from the sacred tent and the
trumpets that would be blown to give the signal to start the battle.

"The Israelite men fought the soldiers from the Midian people group, as Yahweh had told Moses to tell them to do,
and they killed every man from the Midian people group. 8Among those whom they killed were the five kings of the

Midian people group—Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba. They also killed Balaam with a sword son of Beor. °They
captured all the women and children of the Midian people group and took away their cattle, their flocks of sheep,

and herds of goats, and all their other possessions. 1%Then they burned down all the houses in the towns and
villages where the people of the Midian people group lived. 1'But they took home with them all the women and
children and animals and possessions. '2They brought all these to Eleazer and Moses, and to the rest of the
Israelite people who were at their camp on the plains of Moab, near the Jordan River, across from Jericho. 13Eleazar
and all the leaders of the people and Moses went outside the camp to greet them.

14But Moses was angry with some of the men who had returned from the battle. He was angry with the army
officers, those men who were commanders over thousands of men and those who were commanders over

hundreds of men. 15He asked them, “Why did you allow the women to live? '%They are the ones who did what
Balaam suggested and urged our people to worship Baal instead of Yahweh. As a result, Yahweh caused a plague

to strike his people while they were at Peor. 17So, now you must kill all the boys of the Midian people group, and
also kill all the women who have slept with any man. 18Spare only the girls who are virgins. You can keep them to
be your wives or your slaves.

19411 of you who have killed someone or touched the corpse of someone who was killed in the battle must stay
outside the camp for seven days. On the third day and on the seventh day, you must perform the ritual to enable

you to become acceptable to God again. You and your prisoners. 2%You must also wash your clothes and anything
that you took to the battle that is made of leather or goat’s hair or wood.”

21Then Eleazar said to the soldiers who had returned from the battle, “This is what Yahweh has instructed Moses.
22you must put into a fire any gold or silver or bronze or iron or tin or lead things that you brought back from the

battle. 23Put everything that will not burn into the fire, and then they will be acceptable for you to use. But also
sprinkle those things with the water that causes things and people to become acceptable to God. The things that

would burn if you put them in a fire, sprinkle them with that water. 240n the seventh day, wash your clothes, and
then you will become acceptable to God again. After you do that, you may return to the camp.”

25yahweh also said to Moses, 2%“Tell Eleazar and the leaders of the family groups that they must write down a list of

all the goods, the women, and the animals that were captured in the battle. 27Then tell Eleazar and the leaders of
the family groups that they must divide all those things between the men who fought in the battle and the rest of

the people. 28From the men who fought in the battle, take one from every five hundred people and from every five
hundred cattle and donkeys and sheep, to be a tax for me. 2°Take these things to Eleazar to be my share as the

offering presented to me. 3%And from the other things, take one item from every fifty. That includes people, cattle,
donkeys, sheep, goats, and other animals. Give those things to the descendants of Levi who take care of my sacred

tent.” 31So Eleazar and Moses did what Yahweh commanded.

32-35There were 675,000 sheep, seventy-two thousand cattle, sixty-one thousand donkeys, and thirty-virgins that
they had captured from the Midian people group.
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36The men who fought in the battle took 337,000 sheep from the battle, 3’and they gave 675 of them to Yahweh.
38They took thirty-six thousand cattle and gave 72 of them to Yahweh. 3°They took 30,500 donkeys, and they gave
61 of them to Yahweh. 4%They took sixteen thousand virgins, and they gave 32 of them to Yahweh.

#IMoses gave to Eleazar all the animals that had been presented to Yahweh, as Yahweh had commanded.

42-46\10ses separated what those who had fought in the battle received from what the other people received. The

people received 337,500 sheep, thirty-six thousand cattle, 30,500 donkeys, and sixteen thousand virgins. 4’From
what the people received, Moses took one from every fifty items and gave them to Yahweh. That included animals
and people. As Yahweh commanded, Moses gave them all to the descendants of Levi who took care of the sacred
tent.

48Then the army officers, those who were commanders over thousands of men and those who were commanders
over hundreds of men, they came to Moses. 4°They said, “We, who are your servants, have counted the soldiers

whom we command, and we found that none of them is missing. 59So to thank Yahweh for that, we have brought
to him a gift of the gold items that we found after the battle, gold arm bands and bracelets and rings, earrings and
necklaces. We hope that this will atone for our sins.”

5150 Eleazar and Moses accepted the gold items that they brought. >2The total of the offering they presented
weighed about one hundred and ninety one kilograms. 33Each soldier had taken these things for himself. 54Eleazar
and Moses accepted these gold items from these commanders and put them in the sacred tent to remind the
Israelite people about how Yahweh had helped them defeat the Midian people group.

Chapter 32

1The people of the tribes of Reuben and Gad had a lot of livestock. They saw that the land near the city of Jazer and
the region of Gilead east of the Jordan River had good grass for the animals to graze on. 2So their leaders came to
Eleazar and the leaders of the people and Moses. They said, 3“This is a list of places we have surveyed: Ataroth,
Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo, and Beon. 4yahweh has enabled us Israelites to capture
some land that is very good for animals to graze on—the land near the towns of Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah,

Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo, and Beon. °If it pleases you, we would like this land to be ours, instead of land on
the other side of the Jordan River.”

6Moses replied to the leaders of the tribes of Gad and Reuben, “It is not right for your fellow Israelites to go to fight
in wars and you stay here! 7If you do that, you will cause the other Israelites to be discouraged, with the result that
they will not cross the Jordan River to the land that Yahweh is giving to them. 80Our ancestors did the same kind of

thing. I sent them from Kadesh Barnea to see what the land of Canaan was like. °They went as far as Eshcol Valley,
but when they saw the huge people in the land, they returned and caused the Israelite people to be discouraged

saying, ‘We should not try to enter the land that Yahweh said that he is giving to us.’ 1%So Yahweh became very

angry with them, and he solemnly declared this, 11"12From all the people who came out of Egypt, the only ones
who are at least twenty years old who will see the land that I promised to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, are
Jephunneh's son Caleb and Nun's son Joshua, because they trusted me completely. None of the other people who

came out of Egypt will even see that land, because they have not completely believed in my power.’ 13So Yahweh
was angry with the Israelite people, and as a result he has caused us to wander in this desert for forty years.

Finally, all the people who had sinned against Yahweh by refusing to trust him died, one by one. And you are
acting like your ancestors did! You sinful Israelite people are going to cause Yahweh to be more angry with you

than he was with our ancestors! 1°If you stop trusting him, he will cause you and all your fellow Israelites to stay
longer in the desert, and he will get rid of all of you!”

18Then the leaders of the tribes of Reuben and Gad said to Moses, “First we will build pens for our animals and
build cities for our families here. 17Then our families will live in strong cities with walls around them, and they will
be safe from the people who live in this land. Then we will get ready to fight battles. We will help the other

198 /1774



Numbers Numbers 33

Israelites to get land on the other side of the river. "We will not return to our homes until every Israelite has

received some land. We will not take any land on the west side of the Jordan River, because our land will be here
on the east side.”

2050 Moses told them, “I will tell you what you must do. You must get ready to fight battles for Yahweh. 21You must

cross the Jordan River carrying your weapons. 22After Yahweh helps us to take that land from the people who live
there, you will be permitted to return to your homes. You will have done what you have promised Yahweh and the
Israelite people that you would do, and you may keep this land to be your own, given to you by Yahweh.

23yt if you do not do these things, you will be sinning against Yahweh, and he will punish you for that sin. 2Now
you can build cities for your families and pens for your animals, but after doing that, you must do what you have
promised.”

25The leaders of the tribes of Gad and Reuben replied, “We will do what you have asked us to do, because you are
our leader. 260ur wives and children and our cattle and sheep and goats will stay here in the cities of the Gilead

area, 2’but we will prepare to go to battle. We will take our weapons and go across the Jordan River and fight for
Yahweh, just as you, our leader, have said.”

2850 Moses gave instructions about them to Eleazar, Joshua, and the leaders of the Israelite tribes. 22Moses said to
them, “If the men from the tribes of Gad and Reuben prepare for battle and cross the Jordan River with you, in
order to do what Yahweh desires and help you to take that land, give them the Gilead area to belong to them.

30yt if they do not take their weapons and go with you prepared to fight, they will not receive this land. They will
need to accept some land in Canaan, like the rest of you will do.”

31The leaders of the tribes of Gad and Reuben replied, “We will do what you have said and what Yahweh has said.

32\e will cross the river into Canaan land, and we will do what Yahweh desires and be prepared for battle. But our
land will be here on the east side of the Jordan River.”

3350 Moses agreed to give that land to the tribes of Gad and Reuben and to half of the tribe of Joseph’s son
Manasseh. That land was previously the land where Sihon, the king of the Amor people group, ruled, and the land
where Og, the king of Bashan region, ruled, including its cities and surrounding land.

34The people of the tribe of Gad rebuilt Dibon, Ataroth, Aroer, 33Atroth Shophan, Jazer, Jogbehah, 36Beth Nimrah,
and Beth Haran cities. Those were cities with strong walls around them. And they also built pens for their sheep.

37The people of the tribe of Reuben rebuilt Heshbon, Elealeh, Kiriathaim, 38Nebo, Baal Meon, and Sibmabh cities.
When they rebuilt Nebo and Baal Meon, they gave new names to those cities.

39The descendants of Manasseh’s son Makir went to the region of Gilead and took it away from the Amor people

group. 4%So Moses gave Gilead to the family of Makir, and they started to live there. 41air, who was also a
descendant of Manasseh, went and captured the small towns in that region, and he named them the Towns of Jair.

42A man named Nobah went and captured the city of Kenath and the nearby towns, and then he used his own
name to be the new name of that area.

Chapter 33

THere is a list of the places where the Israelites went as Aaron and Moses led them after they left Egypt. 2Yahweh
commanded Moses to write down the names of the places where they went.

30n the fifteenth day of the first month of the year, the day after they celebrated the Passover, they left the city of

Rameses in Egypt and marched boldly while the Egyptian army was coming behind them. #As they left, the people
of Egypt were still burying the bodies of their firstborn sons. By killing them, Yahweh showed that the gods that the
people of Egypt worshiped were false gods.
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SAfter leaving Rameses, they first went to Succoth and set up their tents there.
5Then they left Succoth and went to Etham, at the edge of the desert, and set up their tents there.
"Then they left Etham and returned to Pi Hahiroth, to the east of Baal Zephon, and set up their tents near Migdol.

8Then they left Pi Hahiroth and walked through the Sea of Reeds and continued three days into the Etham Desert,
and set their tents at Marah.

9Then they left Marah and went to Elim. There were twelve springs and seventy palm trees there. They set up their
tents there.

10Then they left Elim and went to the area near the Sea of Reeds and set up their tents there.
MThen they left the Sea of Reeds and went near the wilderness of Sinai and set up their tents there.
12Then they left the wilderness of Sinai and went to Dophkah and set up their tents there.

13Then they left Dophkah and went to Alush and set up their tents there.

14Then they left Alush and went and set up their tents at Rephidim, where they had no water to drink.
15Then they left Rephidim and went to the wilderness of the Sinai and set up their tents there.
16Then they left the wilderness of the Sinai and went to Kibroth Hattaavah and set up their tents there.
17Then they left Kibroth Hattaavah and went to Hazeroth and set up their tents there.

18Then they left Hazeroth and went to Rithmah and set up their tents there.

19Then they left Rithmah and went to Rimmon Perez and set up their tents there.

20Then they left Rimmon Perez and went to Libnah and set up their tents there.

21Then they left Libnah and went to Rissah and set up their tents there.

22Then they left Rissah and set up their tents at Kehelathah.

23Then they left Kehelathah; they went to Mount Shepher and set up their tents there.

24Then they left Mount Shepher and went to Haradah and set up their tents there.

25Then they left Haradah and went to Makheloth and set up their tents there.

26Then they left Makheloth and went to Tahath and set up their tents there.

27Then they left Tahath and went to Terah and set up their tents there.

28Then they left Terah and went to Mithcah and set up their tents there.

29Then they left Mithcah and went to Hashmonah and set up their tents there.

30Then they left Hashmonah and went to Moseroth and set up their tents there.

31Then they left Moseroth and went to Bene Jaakan and set up their tents there.

32Then they left Bene Jaakan and went to Hor Haggidgad and set up their tents there.
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33Then they left Hor Haggidgad and went to Jotbathah and set up their tents there.
34Then they left Jotbathah and went to Abronah and set up their tents there.
35Then they left Abronah and went to Ezion Geber and set up their tents there.
36Then they left Ezion Geber and went to the wilderness of Zin and set up their tents at Kadesh there.

37Then they left Kadesh and went to Mount Hor, at the border of Edom, and set up their tents there. 3Aaron the
priest obeyed Yahweh and climbed up the mountain. There he died, on the first day of their fifth month, forty years

after the Israelites left Egypt. 3°Aaron was 123 years old when he died.

40That was when the king of the city of Arad heard that the Israelites were coming. Arad was in the southern
wilderness in the land of Canaan, where the Canaan people group lived.

#1The Israelites left Mount Hor and went to Zalmonah and set up their tents there.
42Then they left Zalmonah and went to Punon and set up tents there.
43Then they left Punon and went to Oboth and set up their tents there.

44Then they left Oboth and went to Iye Abarim, which was on the border of the region of Moab, and set up their
tents there.

45Then they left Iye Abarim and went to Dibon Gad and set up their tents there.
46Then they left Dibon Gad and set up their tents at Almon Diblathaim.
47Then they left Aimon Diblathaim and went to the Abarim Mountains, near Nebo and set up their tents there.

48Then they left the Abarim mountains and went to the plains of Moab, near the Jordan River, across from Jericho.

49They set up their tents there on the plains of Moab. Their tents stretched for several kilometers from Beth
Jeshimoth to Abel Shittim.

30While we were there on the plains of Moab near the Jordan River, across from Jericho, Yahweh spoke to Moses.

He said, >1Tell this to the Israelite people, ‘When you cross the Jordan River and enter the region of Canaan, >2you
must force all the people who live there to leave. Destroy all their carved figures and all cast figures made of metal.

Wreck all the places where they worship their idols. 33Take their land from them and start to live there, because I
have given their land to you for you to own.

34Divide up the land by casting lots to decide which group will get which area. Give the larger areas to the groups
that have more people, and give the smaller areas to the groups that have fewer people. Each tribe will receive its

own land. 33If you do not force the people who live there to leave, they will cause you to have much trouble. They
will be like sharp hooks in your eyes, and like thorns in your sides. And they will bring trouble to you, in that land

where you will be living. 3®And then I will punish you, as I had planned to punish them.”

Chapter 34

Yahweh said to Moses, 24Tell this to the Israelite people, ‘You will soon enter Canaan land, and it will become

yours. The following will be the borders of the land. 30n the south you will receive part of the wilderness of Zin,
near the border of the region of Edom. On the east side, the border will start at the south end of the Dead Sea.
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41t will extend to a little south of the Scorpion Pass, and extend west through the wilderness of Sin and south of

Kadesh Barnea. From there it will extend to Hazar Addar and from there to Azmon. >From Azmon it will extend west
to the dry riverbed at the border of Egypt and then to the Mediterranean Sea.

6The border on the west will be the Mediterranean Sea.

7The border on the north will start from the Mediterranean Sea and extend west to Mount Hor. 8From there it will

extend to Lebo Hamath and then to Zedad. °From there the border will extend to Ziphron, and it will end at Hazar
Enan.

19The border on the east will start at Hazar Enan and extend south to Shepham. 1'From there it will extend east of

Ain to Riblah and then along the hills that are east of Galilee Lake. '2Then the border will extend south along the
Jordan River and end at the Dead Sea.

Those will be the borders around your country.”

1350 Moses told all that to the Israelite people. Then he said to them, “That is the land that you will receive. You
must cast lots to decide which area will go to each of the nine and a half tribes, because Yahweh has commanded

that it should be divided among them. 1The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of the tribe of Manasseh have already

received the land in which they will live. 15They have received land on the east side of the Jordan River, across from
Jericho.”

16Then Yahweh said to Moses,

17:These are the men who will divide the land. First, Eleazar and Joshua, *8but other leaders from each of the
twelve tribes will help them divide the land.

19From the tribe of Judah, appoint Jephunneh's son Caleb.
20From the tribe of Simeon appoint Ammihud’s son Shemuel.
21From the tribe of Benjamin appoint Kislon’s son Elidad.
22from the tribe of Dan appoint Jogli's son Bukki.

23From the tribe of Manasseh appoint Ephod’s son Hanniel.
24£rom the tribe of Ephraim appoint Shiphtan’s son Kemuel.
25From the tribe of Zebulun appoint Parnak’s son Elizaphan.
26From the tribe of Issachar appoint Azzan's son Paltiel.
27From the tribe of Asher appoint Shelomi's son Ahihud.
28From the tribe of Naphtali appoint Ammihud’s son Pedahel.”

29%yahweh commanded that all those were the men who should divide the region of Canaan among the Israelite
people.

Chapter 35

1yahweh told this to Moses while the Israelites were on the plain in Moab near the Jordan River, across from
Jericho, 2Tell the Israelite people that from the land that they will receive, they must give to the descendants of
Levi some cities in which they can live. They must also give them some land around these cities. 3These cities will
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be for the descendants of Levi to live in, and around the cities will be land for their cattle and flocks of sheep and
goats and other animals.

4The land that you give them for their animals must extend out for 457 meters from the walls of the cities. 5Also
measure 920 meters in each direction out from the walls of each city. That additional land will be land for their
animals outside the walls of the cities.

6Six of the cities that you give to the descendants of Levi will be cities to which people can run to be safe. If
someone accidentally kills someone else, the one who killed that person may run to one of those cities to be safe.

7You must also give to the descendants of Levi forty-two other cities and the land around those cities for their

animals. 8The Israelite tribes who have the most people must give them more cities than the tribes who have fewer
people give. Each tribe must give some of its cities to the descendants of Levi, but the tribes that have more land
must give more cities, and the tribes that have fewer cities will give fewer cities.”

9Yahweh also said to Moses, 1%Tell this to the Israelite people, ‘When you cross the Jordan River and enter the
region of Canaan, 'you must choose some cities to which people can run to be safe. If someone kills another
person, the one who killed that person may run to one of those cities and be safe. 120ne of the relatives of the
person who was killed may think he must avenge his relative’s death by killing the murderer. But in that city, the
killer will be safe because the people in that city would kill those relatives if they tried to get revenge there. The
man who killed someone accidentally must be put on trial in a court. 13You must set apart six cities to be cities to
which someone who killed another person accidentally may run and be safe. There must be three of these cities
on the east side of the Jordan River and three on the west side, in the region of Canaan. 15Those six cities will be
cities where Israelite people may run and be safe, and where foreigners and other people who are living among
you can also run and be safe. Any of those people who accidentally kills someone may run to one of these cities
and be safe there.

1618t you must consider that anyone who kills another person with an iron weapon or with a big rock or with a

piece of wood, is a murderer, and the one who killed the other person must be executed. 1?A relative of the person
who was murdered must be the one who executes the murderer as soon as he finds him. 2%If someone shoves

another person over a cliff or throws something at another person 2%or hits that person with his hand and causes
that person to die, if he did it because he hated that person, then you must consider that he is a murderer, and
must be executed. A relative of the person who was killed must be the one who executes the murderer as soon as
he finds him.

22t someone might accidentally shove someone else, or he might accidentally throw something at another
person and hit him, but not because he hates that person. 20r he might drop a rock on someone that he could
not see. There is a law for the one who does that did not plan to hurt anyone and did not hate the person who was
killed. 24That law is that the people of that city must decide whether the relative of the dead person has the right to
get revenge, or whether the one who killed the other person truly did it accidentally. 2°If they decide that the killer
planned to kill the other person, they must not allow him to stay in their city. But if they decide that it was done
accidentally, they must protect the killer from being killed by the dead person’s relative. They must send the killer
to one of the cities where he will be safe, and allow him to stay there until the high priest dies. After that, the killer
may go back to his home, because the dead person’s relative no longer has the right to get revenge.

26yt while the high priest is still living, the person who is in that safe city must not leave that city. 27If he goes
outside the city, and if a relative of the dead person finds him, that relative is permitted to kill that person, and

people will not consider that the relative is guilty of murder. 2The killer must stay in that city where he will be safe
until the high priest dies. He will be safe from revenge after that, because the death of the high priest will be
considered to be a sacrifice to atone for that murder. After that, the killer may return to his home.

29you must always obey these legal proceedings, wherever you live.
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301f someone is accused of killing another person, the one who is accused may be executed only if there are people
who saw him do it. There must be more than one witness. No one is permitted to be executed if there was only one
witness.

311f there is a murderer who truly should be executed, do not spare his life by accepting a ransom. He must be
executed.

321f someone has run to a city where he will be safe, do not allow him to give you money in order that you will
permit him to return to his home before the high priest dies.

33you must execute people who truly murder others. If you did not do that, you would be causing the people who
live in the land to become unacceptable to me. Anyone who deliberately kills an innocent person must be executed.

341 am Yahweh, and I live among you Israelites, so do not spoil the land by allowing people to murder others
without being punished.”

Chapter 36

1The family leaders of the clan of Gilead of the tribe of Manasseh went to Moses and the other family leaders of the

Israelite people. 2They said to Moses, “Yahweh commanded you, our leader, to apportion the land to the Israelite
tribes by casting lots to decide which group would get which area. Yahweh also commanded you to give the land

that belonged to our fellow Israelite Zelophehad to his daughters. 3But if his daughters marry men from the other
Israelite tribes, that land will no longer belong to our tribe. People of other tribes will get it. So some of our land

will no longer belong to us. *When the year of the celebration of Jubilee comes, when all the land that has been
bought by someone is returned to its original owners, the land that belonged to Zelophehad will belong to the
tribes of the men that his daughters marry. So some of our land, the land that we received from our fathers, will be
taken from us, and we will never own it again.”

SYahweh told Moses what to reply to them, so Moses said this to them, “These men from the tribe of Manasseh are
right. 8This is what Yahweh is saying to the daughters of Zelophehad, ‘Each of you may marry anyone you want to,

but you must marry only someone from your own tribe.’ 7In that way, the land that belongs to Israelites will not be
passed from one tribe to another tribe. Each Israelite will keep the land in the tribe that belonged to his ancestors.

8A woman who inherits her father’s land may get married, but she must marry someone from her own tribe. In

that way, every Israelite will keep the land that belonged to his ancestors. °The land must not be passed from one
tribe to another tribe. Each Israelite tribe must keep the land that it received from its ancestors.”

10zelophehad’s daughters obeyed what Yahweh told Moses. "'The five daughters—Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milkah

and Noah—married their cousins, their father’s relatives. 2The men whom they married were from the tribe of
Manasseh, so their land continued to belong to their father's family and tribe.

13Those were the commands and decrees that Yahweh gave to Moses to tell to the Israelites, while they were on
the plains of Moab, close to the Jordan River, across from Jericho.
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Deuteronomy

Chapter 1

11n this book is written what Moses had said to all the Israelites, after they had set up their tents east of the Jordan
—in the desert plain along the Jordan—near a place named Suph, between Paran on one side of the Jordan River

and the towns of Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab on the other side of the river. 2To walk from Mount Sinai to
Kadesh Barnea, people usually travel for only eleven days, going by way of the hill country called Edom.

3Forty years after the Israelites had left Egypt, Moses told the Israelite people everything that Yahweh had

commanded him. 4This was after they had defeated Sihon, the king of the Amor people group, who lived in the city
of Heshbon, and Og, the king of the region of Bashan, who lived in towns of Ashtaroth and Edrei.

SMoses told them these things while the people were in Moab, on the east side of the Jordan River. He explained to
them God’s instructions. This is what he said to them:

6Yahweh our God said to us when we were at Mount Sinai, ‘You have stayed for a very long time at the foot of this
mountain. ’So now continue traveling. Go to the hill country where the Amorites live and to the nearby areas—to
the plain along the Jordan, to the hill country, to the western foothills, to the southern Judean wilderness, to the
Mediterranean seacoast, to all the land of Canaan, to the Lebanon mountains, and northeast to the great
Euphrates River. 8 will give that land to you. I, Yahweh, promised to your ancestors Abraham and Isaac and Jacob
that I would give it to them and to their descendants. So now go and occupy it.”

9Moses also said to the people, “When we were still at Mount Sinai, I said to your ancestors, ‘It is a very big task for
me to govern all of you. I cannot do it by myself. 1%ahweh our God has caused us Israelites to become as
numerous as the stars in the sky. "And I hope that Yahweh, the God whom our ancestors worshiped, will cause us
to become a thousand times as numerous as we are now and that he will bless us just like he promised to do. 2But

I certainly cannot deal with all of your complaints and disputes. 13So choose some men from your tribes who are
wise and who have good sense and who are respected. Then I will appoint them to be your leaders.’

14your ancestors replied, ‘What you have suggested is good for us to do.’

1550 I took the wise and respected men that your ancestors chose from your tribes, and I appointed them to be
your leaders. I appointed some to rule over one thousand people, some to have authority over one hundred
people, some to have authority over fifty people, and some to have authority over ten people. I also appointed
other officers from throughout your tribes. 16T instructed your leaders, ‘Listen to the disputes that occur among
your people. Judge each dispute, including disputes between close relatives and quarrels between your people and
people from other countries who live among you. "7You must not play favorites. You must treat poor people and
important people equally. You must not worry about what anyone will think, because you will decide matters as
God wants you to. If any dispute is very difficult and you are unable to decide it, bring it to me, and I will decide.’
18At that time I also told to you many other things.”

19Then, just like Yahweh our God commanded us, we left Mount Sinai and went through that huge desert that is
very dangerous, on the road to the hill country where the Amor people group live. We arrived at Kadesh Barnea. 291
said to your ancestors, ‘We have now come to the hill country where the Amor people group live. This is part of the
area that Yahweh our God, the one whom our ancestors worshiped, is giving to us. 2'Note that Yahweh our God is

giving this land to us. So go and occupy it as he commanded. Do not be at all afraid.’
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22t your ancestors all came to me and said, ‘Before we go, we should first send some men there to explore the
land, in order that they can return and tell us which will be the best road to go there and what kind of towns are
there.

231 thought that it would be good to do that, so I chose twelve men, one man from each tribe. 24They went up into

the hill country as far as Eshcol Valley, and they explored all that area. 25They picked some of the fruit that they
found there and brought it to us. They reported that the land that Yahweh our God was giving to us is very good.”

264yt your ancestors refused to go and conquer that land. They rebelled against what Yahweh our God had
commanded them to do, and they would not go into that land. 2’Your ancestors stayed in their tents and
complained. They said, ‘Yahweh hates us. So he has brought us here from Egypt just to allow the Amor people
group to destroy us. 28We do not want to go there. The men whom we sent there have made us very discouraged.
They have told us that the people there are much stronger and taller than we are, and that there are very high
walls around their towns. Also they reported that they had seen giants there that are descendants of Anak.’

29Then I said to your ancestors, ‘Do not be afraid at all of those people! 3®Yahweh our God will go ahead of you,

and he will fight for you, just like you saw him do for you in Egypt 3'and in the desert. You saw how he brought you
safely here, like a man would carry his son.’

32-33] reminded them that he always went ahead of them while they traveled in the desert. He directed them by a
pillar of fire during the night and a pillar of cloud during the day. He showed them places to set up their tents. But
in spite of what I said, your ancestors would not trust Yahweh our God.

34yahweh heard what they said, and he became angry. He solemnly declared, 35-3¢Caleb son of Jephunneh, will
enter the land. He has obeyed me completely. So I will give to him and to his descendants some of the land that he
explored. He is the only one of all you people who will enter that land. None of these evil people will ever see that
good land which I solemnly promised to give to your ancestors.’

37But because of what your ancestors did, Yahweh was also angry with me. He said to me, ‘You also will not go

enter that land. 38Joshua son of Nun, who is your helper, will enter it. Encourage him, because he is the one who
will enable you Israelite people to occupy that land.’

39Then Yahweh said to all of us, ‘You said that your children would be captured by your enemies. Because they are
very young, they do not yet know what is good and what is evil. But they are the ones to whom I will give that land,

and they will enter it and occupy it. #°But as for you, turn around and go back into the desert, toward the Sea of
Reeds.’

#1Then your ancestors replied, ‘We have sinned; we have disobeyed Yahweh. So we will go and attack the people
who live in that land, just as Yahweh our God has commanded us to do. And each of their men put on his weapons,
and they thought that it would be easy to invade the hill country.

42But Yahweh said to me, ‘Tell them, “Do not go there and attack those people, because I will not go with you, and
if you go, you can be sure that your enemy will defeat you.”

4350 I said that to your ancestors, but they did not want to listen to what I said. They again rebelled against what
Yahweh commanded them to do. Their soldiers proudly marched up into that hill country. #4Then the men of the
Amor people group who lived in that region came out of their towns and attacked those soldiers. They chased your
ancestors' soldiers like a swarm of bees would chase a person, and they pursued their men south from Edom and

defeated them at the city of Hormah. 4*So your ancestors went back to Kadesh Barnea and cried out to request

Yahweh to help them, but he did not listen to them. He did not pay any attention to them. 46So we stayed there at
Kadesh Barnea for a long time.”
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1“Then we turned around and went through the desert toward the Sea of Reeds as Yahweh told us to do, and we
wandered in Edom for many years.

2Then Yahweh said to me, 3*You have been wandering around this hill country for a long enough time. Now turn

and travel toward the north. 4And tell the people that they are about to travel near the land that belongs to the
descendants of Esau, who are also descendants of Isaac. They live in the hill country of Edom. They will be afraid of

you, >but do not start to fight against them, because I am not going to give you even a tiny bit of their land. I have
given that land to the descendants of Esau. ®When you travel near their land, buy food and water from them.’

Do not forget that Yahweh our God has blessed you in everything that you have done. He knows what has
happened to you while you have wandered in this huge desert. But he has been with you during those forty years,
and as a result you have had everything that you needed.

850 we continued to travel. We avoided going through the hill country where the descendants of Esau live. We
turned from the road that goes along the plain of the Jordan valley, and comes up from Ezion Geber and Elath, and
we traveled along the desert road of Moab.

9Yahweh said to me, ‘Do not bother the people of Moab, and do not start to fight against them, because I am not
going to give you any of their land. Do not forget that they are descendants of Abraham’s nephew Lot, and I have
given to them the city of Ar.”

104 large group of giants called Emim formerly lived there. They were as tall as the giants who were descendants of
Anak. 1They and the descendants of Anak are also called the Repha giants, but the people of Moab call them

Emim. 12The Hor people group also formerly lived in the Edom area, but the descendants of Esau chased them out.
They defeated and killed them and settled in their land, just as the Israelite people later expelled their enemies
from the land that Yahweh gave to them.)

BMoses also said to the Israelite people, “Then we crossed the Zered Gorge, as Yahweh told us to do. "It had been
thirty-eight years from the time we first left Kadesh Barnea until we crossed the Zered Gorge. During those years,

all the Israelite fighting men of that generation died, as Yahweh had solemnly said would happen. 1>They died
because Yahweh opposed them until he had gotten rid of all of them.

16After all the men who had been old enough to fight in wars had died, 7Yahweh said to me, 1®Today you all must

travel through the region of Moab, near Ar, their city. 1®When you come near the border of the land where the
Ammon people group live, do not bother them or start to fight against them. They are also descendants of Lot, so I
am not going to give you any of the land that I have given to them.”

20(That region is also called the land of the Repha giants, who formerly lived there. The Ammon people group call
them the Zamzum group. 2'They were a large and powerful group, who were as tall as the descendants of Anak.
But Yahweh destroyed them, and the Ammon people group drove them away and took their land from them and
started to live there. 22Yahweh had done the same thing for the descendants of Esau who live in the hill country of
Edom. He got rid of the Hor people group, with the result that the Edom people group took their land from them
and started to live there. They still live there. 22People who came from the island of Crete got rid of the Av group
who previously lived in the land close to the Mediterranean Sea, as far south as Gaza. They took their land from
them and started to live there.)

244pfter we had gone through the region of Moab, Yahweh said to us, ‘Now cross the Arnon River. I will help you to
defeat the army of Sihon, the king of the Amor people group, who lives in the city of Heshbon. So attack their army

and start to take their land from them. 25Today I will begin to cause everyone, everywhere, to be afraid of you.
Everyone who hears about you will tremble and be terrified.’

207 /1774



Deuteronomy Deuteronomy 3

26Then I sent messengers to go from the desert, where we were, to King Sihon at Heshbon. I told them to give this
peaceful message to the king: 27’Please allow us to travel through your land. We promise that we will stay on the
road; we will not turn off to the right or to the left. 2We will pay for any food or water that you allow us to buy. We

want only to walk through your country 2until we cross the Jordan River into the land that Yahweh our God is
giving to us. Do for us just as the descendants of Esau who live in the Edom area and the Moab people group did

for us when they allowed us to go through their areas.’ 3°But King Sihon would not allow us to go through his
country. That was because Yahweh our God caused him to be stubborn. The result was that Yahweh enabled us to
defeat his army and take his land, which we still live in.

31yahweh said to me, ‘Listen! I am about to allow you to defeat Sihon’s army and to take the people’s land from
them. So start to occupy it!

32Then Sihon came out of the city with all his army to fight against us at the town of Jahaz. 33But God enabled us to
defeat them, and we killed Sihon, his sons, and all his soldiers. 34We captured their cities and destroyed them all.
We killed all the men and women and children; we did not allow any of them to remain alive. 35We took the

valuable things that were in the cities that we captured, and also their cattle. 3Yahweh our God enabled us to
capture all their towns from Aroer in the south, which is at the edge of the Arnon River Valley, to the region of

Gilead in the north. Some of their cities had walls around them, but we were still able to capture them. 37But we did
not go near the area where the Ammon people group live, or the banks of the Jabbok River, or the towns of the hill
country, or any other place where Yahweh our God told us not to go.”

Chapter 3

1“Then we turned north and went toward the region of Bashan. Og, the king of that area, and all his soldiers

marched south to fight against us at the city of Edrei. 2Yahweh said to me, ‘Do not be afraid of him, because I will
enable your army to defeat him and all his army and to capture all their land. Do to him what you did to Sihon, the
king of the Amor people group, who ruled in Heshbon.’

350 Yahweh enabled us to defeat King Og and all his army. We killed them all; we did not allow any of them to
remain alive. 4There were sixty cities in that region of Argob, in King Og's kingdom of Bashan. But we captured all
of them. 3All those cities had high walls around them with gates and bars. We also captured many villages that did
not have walls around them. ®We completely destroyed everything, just as we had done in the area that King Sihon

ruled. We killed all the men, women, and children. 7But from those cities we took for ourselves all the livestock and
other valuable things.

850 at that time we took from those two kings of the Amor people group all the land east of the Jordan River, from
the Arnon River gorge in the south to Mount Hermon in the north.” %(That mountain is called Sirion by the people

of the city of Sidon and is called Senir by the Amor people group.) 1%“We captured all the towns on the plateau, and
all the region of Gilead, and all of Bashan as far east as the cities of Edrei and Salekah, which also belonged to Og's

kingdom.” 1(0g was the last king who was a descendant of the Repha giants. His bed was made of iron. It was four
meters long and two meters wide. It was in the city of Rabbah in the region of Ammon.)

124£rom the land that we captured at that time, I allotted to the tribes of Reuben and Gad the land north of the city
of Aroer near the Arnon River, and some of the hill country of Gilead, along with the nearby cities. 13The other part
of Gilead and all of Bashan, which was the region of Argob that King Og had ruled, I allotted to half of the tribe of

Manasseh.” (The entire region of Bashan is called the land of the Repha giants.) #“air, a man from the tribe of
Manasseh, conquered all of Bashan as far north as the border of the Geshur and Maacath territories. He gave his
own name to the villages there, and they are still called the villages of Jair.

15The northern part of the Gilead region I allotted to the Machir clan, who are descendants of the tribe of

Manasseh. 1] allotted to the tribes of Reuben and Gad the southern part of Gilead, extending south to the Arnon
River. The middle of the river is the southern boundary. The northern boundary is the Jabbok River, which is part of
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the border of region of Ammon. 7The border extends from the plain along the east side of the Jordan valley, from
Kinnereth in the north (known as the Sea of Galilee), to the Sea of Arabah (known as the Dead Sea) in the south,
and to the slopes of Mount Pisgah on the east.

18At that time, I told you three tribes, ‘Yahweh our God is giving you this land east of the Jordan River, for you to
occupy. So now, your soldiers must take their weapons and go across the Jordan River ahead of the men from the

other Israelite tribes to help them to conquer the land that God is going to give to them. 1°But your wives and

children and your very numerous cattle must stay in the towns that I have allotted to you. 2%Your men must help
your fellow Israelites until Yahweh enables them to live there peacefully after they capture all the land that Yahweh
our God is giving to them on the west side of the Jordan River, just like he did for you here on the east side of the
river. After that, you all may return to this land that I have allotted to you.'

21And I told Joshua, ‘You have seen everything that Yahweh our God did to those two kings, Sihon and Og. He will

do the same thing to the people who are now in the land that you will be entering. 22Do not be afraid of those
people, because Yahweh our God is the one who will fight for you all.”

234pt that time, I earnestly prayed, saying 2#Yahweh our Lord, you have merely begun to show me that you are very
great and to show me the powerful things that you can do. There is certainly no god in heaven or on earth who can

do the powerful things that you have done. 2°So please allow me to cross the Jordan River and to see the good land
on the east side, the beautiful hill country and the mountains in Lebanon.

26Byt Yahweh was angry with me because of what your ancestors had done, so he would not pay attention to me.

Instead, he said, ‘That is enough talk from you! Do not talk to me about that again! 2’You will climb up to the top of
Mount Pisgah and look toward the west and to the east, toward the north and to the south. You must look at it all

carefully, because you will not cross the Jordan River to see the land from there. 28But tell Joshua what he must do;
encourage him to be strong, because he is the one who will lead the people across the river so they can occupy the
land that you will see from the top of the mountain.’

2350 we remained in the Jordan River valley close to the town of Beth Peor.”

Chapter 4

1“Now, you Israelite people, obey all the rules and regulations that I will teach you. If you do that, you will remain
alive and you will enter and occupy the land that Yahweh, the God whom your ancestors worshiped, is giving to

you. 2Do not add anything to what I command you, and do not take anything away from what I tell you. Obey all
the commands of Yahweh our God that I am giving to you.

3You have seen what Yahweh did at Baal Peor. He destroyed all the people who worshiped the god Baal there, 4but
all of you who faithfully continued to worship Yahweh our God are still alive today.

SNote that I have taught you all the rules and regulations, just like Yahweh our God told me to do. He wants you to

obey them when you are living in the land that you are about to enter and occupy. ®Obey them faithfully because, if
you do that, you will show the people of other nations that you are very wise. When they hear about all these laws,

they will say, ‘The people of this great nation of Israel are certainly very wise! ’Even if other nations are great, there
is none of them that has a god who is as near to them as Yahweh our God is to us! 8And there is no other nation,
even if it is a great nation, that has laws that are as just as the laws that I am speaking to you today.

9But be very careful! Do not forget what you have seen God do. Remember those things as long as you are alive.

Tell them to your children and your grandchildren. 1°Tell them about the day that your ancestors stood in the
presence of Yahweh our God at Mount Sinai, when he said to me, ‘Gather the people together, in order that they
can hear what I say. I want them to learn to respect me and honor me for me as long as they are alive, and I want
them to teach their children to do that also.’ 1Tell your children that your ancestors came near to the foot of the
mountain, while the mountain burned with a fire that went up to the sky, and the mountain was covered with dark
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clouds and black smoke. 1>Then Yahweh spoke to your ancestors out of the middle of the fire. Your ancestors
heard him speak, but they did not see him. They only heard his voice. *And he declared to them his covenant that

he wants you also to obey. He gave them the Ten Commandments. He wrote those on two stone tablets. ¥Yahweh
commanded me to teach all the rules and regulations to you, in order that you would obey them in the land that
you are about to enter and occupy.

150n the day that Yahweh spoke to your ancestors at Mount Sinai, they did not see him. So be careful! Do not sin
by making for yourselves any carved figure! Do not make anything that resembles the likeness of any person,

either a man or a woman, 17or that resembles any animal or any bird '8or any reptile or any fish in the deep ocean.

19And be careful to not look up toward the sky and be tempted to worship anything that you see there—the sun or
the moon or the stars. Yahweh our God has given those to help all people everywhere, but you must not worship

them. 2%Yahweh has brought your ancestors out of Egypt, where they were suffering as though they were in a
blazing furnace, in order that they would be people who belong to him, which is what you are today.

21yt Yahweh was angry with me because of what your ancestors did. And he promised that I would never enter
the land that he is giving to you. 22He swore that I would die here in this land and never cross the Jordan River. But
you will go across it, and you will occupy that land. 23Be sure that you do not forget the covenant that Yahweh our

God made with you, and do not make a carved figure in the likeness of anything he has forbidden you. 24You must
not do that because Yahweh your God wants everyone to worship him alone. He will destroy anyone who worships
idols.

25When you have been in the land of Canaan for a long time and you have children and grandchildren, do not sin
by making a carved figure that represents anything, because Yahweh says that is evil, and if you do that, you will

cause him to become angry with you and punish you. 26Today I am requesting everyone who is in heaven and
everyone who is on the earth to watch what you are doing. If you disobey what I am telling you, you will soon all
die in the land that you will be crossing the Jordan River to occupy. You will not live very long there; Yahweh will

completely get rid of many of you. 2’And the rest of you, Yahweh will force you to go and live among the people of

many other nations. Only a few of you will survive there. 22When you are in those nations, you will worship gods
that are made of wood and stone, gods made by humans, gods that cannot see anything or hear anything or eat

anything or smell anything. 2But while you are there, you will try to know Yahweh your God, and if you try with
your entire heart to know him, he will answer you. 3%In the future, when you are being mistreated there and all

those bad things happen to you, you will again worship only Yahweh and obey him. 3'Yahweh is a God who acts
mercifully. If you continue to obey him, he will not abandon you or destroy you or forget the agreement that he
solemnly made with your ancestors.”

32uNow think about the past, about the time before you were born, about all the time since God first created
people here on the earth. You could search everywhere, in heaven and on the earth. Has anything like this ever

happened that is as great as what Yahweh did for us Israelite people? 33Has any group ever remained alive after

they heard a god speak to them from the middle of a fire, like we did? 34Certainly God has never before tried to
take a huge group of people from one nation to another location, like he did for us when he brought us out of
Egypt. We saw Yahweh our God use his great power to do miracles to show us who he is, and sent plagues, and did
many other things that terrified people, and how he rescued us when the army of Egypt tried to attack us.

35yahweh showed all these things to you, in order that you would know that only he is truly God, and that there is

no other God. 3%He allowed your ancestors to hear him speak from heaven in order that he could discipline them.
Here on the earth he allowed them to see his great fire on Mount Sinai, and he spoke to them from the middle of

the fire. 3’Because he loved our ancestors, he chose you Israelites who are their descendants, and by his great

power he brought your ancestors out of Egypt. 38As they traveled, he expelled the people of nations that were
greater and more powerful than they were, in order that they could capture their land and cause it to become
yours, which is what is happening now.

3950 today you should think about the fact that Yahweh is God, that he rules in heaven and also on the earth, and
that there is no other god. 4°Obey all the rules and regulations that I am giving to you today, in order that things
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will go well for you and for your descendants, and that you will live a long time in the land that Yahweh our God is
giving to you, for it to belong to you forever.”

#1Then Moses chose three cities that are on the east side of the Jordan River. 42If someone accidentally killed
another person, a person who had not been his enemy previously, he could escape to one of those cities. He would

be safe in one of those cities because the people there would protect him. 43For the tribe of Reuben, Moses chose
the city of Bezer in the wilderness; for the tribe of Gad, he chose the city of Ramoth in the region of Gilead. For the
tribe of Manasseh, Moses chose the city of Golan in the region of Bashan.

4Moses gave God's laws to the Israelite people. 43They included all the solemn commands, instructions and laws

that Moses spoke to the people of Israel after they had come out of Egypt, *éwhen they were in the valley east of
the Jordan River. They were across from the town of Beth Peor, in the land that previously was ruled by Sihon, the
king of the Amor people group, who lived in Heshbon. Moses and the other Israelites had defeated his army when

they came out of Egypt. 4’They captured Sihon's land and the land that Og, the king of the region of Bashan, had

ruled. Those were the two kings who ruled the Amor people group in the area east of the Jordan River. 48Their land
extended from the city of Aroer in the south along the Arnon River, as far north as Mount Sirion, which most people

call Mount Hermon. 4°It also included all the area in the plain east of the Jordan River valley, extending to the Sea
of Arabah (known as the Dead Sea) and east to the slopes of Mount Pisgah.

Chapter 5

TMoses summoned all the people of Israel and said to them,

“You Israelite people, listen to all the rules and decrees that I am giving to you today. Learn them and be sure to
obey them. 2When we were at Mount Sinai, Yahweh our God made a covenant with us. 3But this covenant was not
only for our ancestors. He made it also for us, who are alive now. Yahweh spoke with us face to face on that

mountain, from the middle of the fire. *0On that day, I stood between your ancestors and Yahweh to tell them what
he said, because they were afraid of the fire, and they did not want to climb up the mountain. This is what Yahweh
said:

61 am Yahweh your God, the one you worship. I am the one who brought you out of the land of Egypt. I am the one
who freed you from being slaves there.

7You must worship only me; you must not worship any other god.

8You must not make a carved figure of anything that represents any living creature that exists in the skies, or on
the earth, in the waters of the earth.

9You must not bow down to any idol and worship it, because I am Yahweh God, and I will not tolerate you doing

that. I will punish anyone who does that, and their children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren. 1%But I will
steadfastly love thousands of generations of those who love me and obey my commandments.

Do not speak my name carelessly or for wrong purposes, because I am Yahweh God, the one whom you should
worship, and I will certainly punish those who do that.

12D not forget that the seventh day of every week is for you to honor me specially, as I, Yahweh your God, am
commanding you.

13There are six days each week for you to do all your work, #but the seventh day is a rest day, a day dedicated to
me, Yahweh your God. On that day you must not do any work. You and your sons and daughters and your male
and female slaves must not work. You must not even force your livestock to work, and you must not tell foreigners
to work, those who are living in your country. You must allow your slaves to rest on that day just like you do. '*Do
not forget that you were slaves in Egypt, and that I, Yahweh your God, brought you out from there by my very
great power. That is the reason that I am commanding that all of you must rest on the seventh day each week.
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16Honor your fathers and your mothers, just like I, Yahweh your God, am commanding you, in order that you as a
people group may live a long time in the land that I, Yahweh your God, will give you, and in order that things will
go well for you there.

17Do not murder anyone.

18Do not commit adultery.

19Do not steal anything.

20po not tell lies about anyone when you are speaking in court.

21po not covet someone else’s wife, someone else’s house, someone else’s fields, someone else’s male slave or
female slave, someone else’s livestock, someone else’s donkeys, or anything else that another person owns.’

22Those are the commandments that Yahweh spoke to your ancestors. When they were gathered there at the
bottom of the mountain, he spoke with a very loud voice from the middle of the fire, and there were dark clouds
surrounding the mountain. He spoke only those Ten Commandments, no more. Then he wrote them on two stone
tablets and gave them to me.

23pfter your ancestors heard Yahweh's voice when he spoke to them out of the darkness, while there was a big fire

burning on the mountain, their leaders and elders came to me, 245nd one of them said, ‘Listen to us! Yahweh our
God showed us that he is very great and glorious when we heard him speak from the fire. Today we have realized

that it is possible for us human beings to continue to live even though God has spoken to us. 25But we are afraid

that we will die. We are afraid that this immense fire will burn us all up, if we go on hearing Yahweh's voice. 26We
are the only people on earth who have remained alive after hearing the all-powerful God speak to them from a fire!

2750 Moses, you go up the mountain and listen to everything that Yahweh our God says. Then come back and tell
us everything that he has said, and we will listen to what he has said and obey it.’

28yahweh heard your leaders say that, so when I went back up the mountain, Yahweh said to me, ‘I have heard

what your leaders have said, and what they have said is right. 2°I surely wish that they would always think like that
and have an awesome respect for me and obey all my commandments, in order that things may go well for them
and for their descendants forever.

3050 go down and tell them to return to their tents. 31But then you come back up here and stand near me, and I
will give to you all the rules and decrees that I want them to obey. Then you can teach them to the people, in order
that they will obey them when they are in the land that I am giving to them.’

3250 1 went back down to the people and said to them, ‘Be sure that you do everything that Yahweh our God has

commanded us to do. Do not disobey any of his laws. 33Conduct your lives as Yahweh our God has commanded us
to do, in order that you may live a long time, and in order that things will go well for you when you are living in the
land that you will occupy.”

Chapter 6

1“These are the commandments and rules and decrees that Yahweh our God commanded me to teach to you. He

wants you to obey them in the land that you are about to enter and occupy. 2He wants you to honor him, and he
wants you and your descendants to always obey all these rules and regulations that I am giving to you, in order

that you may live for a long time. 3So, you Israelite people, listen to them carefully and obey them. If you do that,
things will go well with you, and you will become a very numerous nation when you are living in that very fertile
land. That is what Yahweh, the God whom our ancestors worshiped, promised would happen.

4You Israelite people, listen! Only Yahweh is our God. >You must love him with all your inner being and with all that
you feel and in every way that you can. ®Never forget these commands that I am giving to you today. “Teach them
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to your children again and again. Talk about them all the time. When you are in your houses and when you are

walking outside, talk about them also when you are lying down and when you wake up. 8Write them on tiny scrolls
and fasten them to your arms, and write them on bands that you fasten to your foreheads to help you to

remember them. ®Write them on the doorposts of your houses and on your city gates.

10vahweh our God solemnly promised to your ancestors Abraham and Isaac and Jacob that he would give you a

land that already has in it large and prosperous cities that you did not build. ""He said that the houses in those
cities will already be full of many good things that someone else put there; you did not put them there. There will
be wells that someone else dug. There will be vineyards and olive trees that someone else planted. So when

Yahweh brings you into that land, and you have all that you want to eat, 2be sure that you do not forget Yahweh,
who rescued you from being slaves in Egypt and gave all these things to you.

13you must honor Yahweh our God, and you must worship him alone. When you make a solemn oath to tell the
truth or to do something, do it in his name. You must not worship any other gods, the gods that the people
groups who live in this land worship. '*Yahweh our God, who lives among you, will not accept people who worship
anyone or anything else. So if you worship any other god, Yahweh will be very angry with you, and he will destroy
you completely. Do not do sinful things to find out whether Yahweh will punish you or not, like your ancestors did
at Massah. 7Be sure that you always obey all the laws, the weighty instructions, and the regulations that he has
given to you. Do what Yahweh says is right and good. If you do that, things will go well with you. You will be able

to enter and occupy the good land that Yahweh solemnly promised to give to our ancestors. '?He will do that by
driving out your enemies from that land, just as he promised to do.

201 the future, your children will ask you, ‘Why did Yahweh our God command us to obey all these rules and
decrees? 21Then you will tell them, ‘Our ancestors were slaves of the king in Egypt, but Yahweh brought them out
of Egypt by his great power. 22They saw him do many kinds of miracles and terrifying things to the people of Egypt
and to the king and his officials. 22He rescued our ancestors from Egypt and brought them here to give them this

land, just as he solemnly promised our ancestors that he would do. 24And he commanded us to obey all these laws
and to honor him, so that things would go well with us, and so that he would protect our nation and enable us to

prosper, as he is doing now. 23Yahweh our God will approve of us if we carefully obey everything that he has
commanded us to do.”

Chapter 7

Tvvyahweh our God will bring you to the land that you will soon enter and occupy. As you advance, he will drive out
from that land seven people groups that are more powerful and more numerous than you are. These are the Heth,

the Girgash, the Amor, the Canaan, the Periz, the Hiv, and the Jebus people groups. 2\When Yahweh our God
enables you to defeat them, you must kill them all. You must make no agreement with them, and you must not act

mercifully toward them. 3You must not marry any of them. You must not allow your daughters to marry any of their

sons, or allow your sons to marry any of their daughters. 4If you did that, those people would persuade your
children to stop worshiping Yahweh and to worship other gods. If that happens, Yahweh will be very angry with

you and he will destroy you very quickly. 5This is what you must do to those people: Tear down their altars, break
apart the stone pillars that are dedicated to their gods, cut down the poles that they use when they worship the

goddess Asherah, and burn their molded idols. ®You must do that because you are a group of people who belong
only to Yahweh our God. He has chosen you from all the people groups in the world to be his own special people.

7It was not because you were more numerous than any other people group that Yahweh chose you; you are one of

the smallest people groups on the earth. 8Instead, it is because Yahweh loved you and because he wanted to do
what he solemnly promised to your ancestors. That is the reason that he rescued you by his great power from

slavery in Egypt and from Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. °So do not forget that Yahweh is our God. He is faithful to us;
he keeps his covenant for a thousand generations of people who love him and who obey his commandments.

10yt as for those who hate him, he will pay them back; he will punish them and quickly destroy them.
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1150 you must be sure to obey all the commandments and rules and decrees that I am giving to you today. 2If you
pay attention to these decrees and always obey them, Yahweh our God will do what he has agreed to do for you,

and he will faithfully love you, which is what he solemnly promised to your ancestors that he would do. '3He will
love you and bless you. He will enable you to have many children. He will bless your fields, with the result that you
will have plenty of grain and grapes to make wine and plenty of olive oil. You will have many cattle and sheep. He

will do all these things for you in the land that he promised to your ancestors that he would give to you. ™He will
bless you more than he will bless any other people group. All of you will be able to have children. All of your

livestock will be able to produce offspring. >And Yahweh will protect you from all ilinesses. He will not make you to
be sick with any of the dreadful diseases that our ancestors knew about in Egypt, but he will make all your enemies

sick with them. 1You must destroy all the people groups that Yahweh our God enables you to conquer. Do not act
mercifully toward any of them. And do not worship their gods, because if you do that, it would be like falling into a
trap from which you will never be able to escape.

17Do not think to yourselves, ‘These people groups are more numerous than we are. We will never be able to drive
them out.’ Do not be afraid of them. Instead, think about what Yahweh our God did to the king of Egypt and to all

the people whom he ruled. 1°Do not forget the terrible plagues that your ancestors saw him inflict on the people of
Egypt, and the various kinds of miracles that God did in order to bring your ancestors out of Egypt. Yahweh our

God will do the same kind of things to the people groups that you are afraid of now. 2%Furthermore, he will cause

them to become terrified, and he will destroy those who remain alive and run away to hide from you. 2'Do not be
afraid of those people, because Yahweh our God will be with you. He is a great God; he is the one that people are

afraid of. 22He will gradually drive out those people groups. You should not try to drive all of them out at one time,
because if you did that, the number of wild animals would quickly increase, and you would not be able to get rid of

them. 23Instead, Yahweh will enable you to defeat your enemies one people group at a time. He will cause them to
panic until they are destroyed. 24He will enable you to defeat their kings. After you kill them, their names will be

forgotten. No people group will be able to stop you; you will destroy all of them. 25You must burn the carved
figures that represent their gods. Do not desire to take the silver or gold decorations that are on those idols,
because if you take them for yourselves, they will be like a trap to catch you. Yahweh hates every part of those

idols. 28You must not bring any of those disgusting idols into your houses, because if you do that, God will curse
you like he curses them. You must hate and despise those idols, because they are things that Yahweh has cursed
and he promises to destroy them.”

Chapter 8

1“you must faithfully obey all the commandments that I am giving you today. If you do that, you will live a long
time, you will become very numerous, and your people will occupy the land that Yahweh solemnly promised your

ancestors that he would give to you. 2And do not forget how Yahweh our God led us as we traveled through the
desert during these past forty years. He caused you to have many problems, because he wanted to cause you to
realize that you needed to trust him and not yourselves. And he wanted to test you, to find out what you intended

to do, whether you would obey his commandments or not. 3So he caused you to have difficulties. He allowed you
to become hungry. Then he gave you manna, food from heaven, food that you and your ancestors had never eaten
before. He did that to teach you that people need food for their bodies, but they also need food for their spirits,

which comes from paying attention to everything that Yahweh says. 4During those forty years, our clothes did not

wear out, and our feet did not swell from walking through the desert. 5Do not forget that Yahweh our God corrects
us and punishes us, like parents correct their children.

650 obey the commandments of Yahweh our God, and conduct your lives as he wants you to do, and honor him.
7He is about to bring you into a good land, which has streams which flow down from the hills and flow out of
springs in the valleys. 81t is a land on which wheat and barley grow, a land where there are fig trees and

pomegranates, and a land where there are olive trees and honey. °It is a land where there will be plenty of food for
you, where you will not lack anything, a land which has iron ore in its rocks and from which you can dig copper ore
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from its hills. 1%Every day you will eat until your stomachs are full, and you will thank Yahweh our God for the fertile
land that he has given you.

MBut when that happens, be sure not to forget Yahweh our God by disobeying his commandments and rules and
regulations that I am giving to you today. ?Your stomachs will be full every day, and you will build good houses
and live in them. But you might forget Yahweh's commandments. 13Indeed, when the number of your cattle and
sheep has greatly increased, and when you have accumulated a large amount of silver and gold, and the amount
of all your other possessions has greatly increased, be sure that you do not become proud and forget Yahweh
our God, who rescued your ancestors from being slaves in Egypt and brought them out from there. 1*Do not forget
that he led them while they traveled through that huge and terrible desert, where there were poisonous snakes
and scorpions. And do not forget that where the ground was very dry and there was no water, he caused water to
flow for them out of solid rock. 1®Do not forget that in that desert he gave your ancestors manna to eat, food that
they had never eaten. He caused them to have, because he wanted to cause them to realize that they needed to
trust him and not themselves. And he wanted to test them, to find out what they intended to do, in order that
when those difficulties ended, he would do many good things for them. 17Be sure that you do not think to
yourselves, T have acquired all these things by my own power and ability.’ 18Do not forget that it is Yahweh our God
who has enabled you to become rich. He does this because he faithfully does what he solemnly promised our
ancestors that he would do.

191 solemnly warn you, that if you forget Yahweh our God and turn to other gods and start to bow down to them

and worship them, he will certainly destroy you. 2If you do not obey Yahweh our God, he will certainly destroy you
just like he will destroy the people groups that you will fight against.

Chapter 9

TYou people of Israel, listen to me! You will soon cross the Jordan River. In the land that you will enter, there are
large cities that have very high walls around them that seem to extend up to the sky. There are people groups in
that land that are more numerous and more powerful than you are. 2Those people are very tall and strong. Some
of them are giants who are descendants of Anak. You know about them, and you have heard people say that no
one can defeat the descendants of Anak. 3 want you to know that Yahweh our God will go ahead of you. He will be
like a raging fire. While you advance, he will defeat and destroy them. As a result, you will quickly be able to drive
out some of them and kill the others, which is what Yahweh promised that you would do.

4after Yahweh our God has expelled them for you, do not say to yourselves, ‘It is because we are righteous that
Yahweh has enabled us to capture this land.’ The truth is that it is because the people in that land are wicked that
Yahweh will drive out them as you advance. I say again that it is not because you are righteous within yourselves
or because you do things that are righteous that you will enter and capture that land. It is because those people
groups are very wicked that Yahweh our God will expel them as you advance, and because he intends to do what
he solemnly promised to your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that he would do. 81 want you to know that it is
not because you are righteous that Yahweh our God is giving you this good land. I say that because you are not
righteous; you are a very stubborn people.”

7“Never forget what your ancestors did in the desert that caused Yahweh our God to become angry. From the day
that we left Egypt until the day that we arrived here, you also have continually rebelled against him. 8Even at
Mount Sinai your ancestors caused Yahweh to become angry. Because he was very angry, he was ready to get rid
of all of them. ®When I climbed the mountain to receive from him the stone tablets on which he had written the
Ten Commandments, I stayed there forty days and nights, and during that time I did not eat or drink anything.
10vahweh gave me the two stone tablets on which he had written the commandments with his own fingers. They
were the words that he had spoken to your ancestors from the fire on that mountain, when they were gathered
together at the bottom of the mountain.
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At the end of those forty days and nights, Yahweh gave me those two stone tablets on which he had written

those commandments. 12But then he said to me, ‘Go down the mountain immediately, because the people whom
you are leading, the people whom you led out of Egypt, have committed a terrible sin! They have very quickly done
what I commanded them not to do. They have made for themselves a cast figure of a calf to worship.’

13Then Yahweh said to me, T have been watching these people, and I see that they are very stubborn. 14so do not
try to stop me. I am going to destroy all of them, with the result that no one anywhere will remember their names.
Then I will enable you to become the ancestor of a nation that will be more numerous and more powerful than
they are.’

1550 I turned and went down the mountain, carrying in my hands the two stone tablets on which the Ten
Commandments were written. Fire was burning all over the mountain. 18] |ooked, and I was shocked to see that
your ancestors had committed a great sin against Yahweh. They very quickly had begun to do what Yahweh our
God had commanded them not to do. They had requested Aaron to make for them a metal image of a calf to

worship. 17So while they were watching, I lifted up those two stone tablets and threw them on the ground, and
they broke into pieces.

18Then I prostrated myself on the ground in Yahweh's presence as I had done before, and I did not eat or drink
anything for forty days and nights. I did that because your ancestors had sinned against Yahweh and caused him

to become very angry. °I was afraid that because Yahweh was very angry with them, he would get rid of all of
them. But again I prayed that he would not do that, and again he listened to me and answered my prayer.

20yahweh was also very angry with Aaron for making that golden calf and was ready to kill him. But at the same

time I prayed for Aaron also, and Yahweh answered my prayer. 2'Your ancestors had sinned by requesting Aaron to
make a metal statue of a calf. So I took that statue and I melted it in a fire and crushed it and ground it into very
tiny pieces. Then I threw those tiny pieces into the stream that flowed down the mountain.

22your ancestors also caused Yahweh to become very angry by what they did at places that they named Taberah,
Massah, and Kibroth Hattaavah.

23And when we were at Kadesh Barnea, Yahweh said to your ancestors, ‘Go up and capture the land that I am
about to give to you! But they rebelled against him. They did not trust him, and they did not obey what he told

them to do. 2%Your ancestors rebelled against Yahweh from the first day that I knew them, in Egypt, and you have
been exactly the same as your ancestors.

2550, as I said, I lay on the ground in Yahweh's presence for forty days and nights, because Yahweh had said that he
would destroy your ancestors. 26And I prayed to Yahweh, saying, ‘Lord Yahweh, these people belong to you; do not

destroy them. They are people whom you rescued and brought out of Egypt by your very great power. 2’Do not
forget what you promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Ignore how stubborn and wicked these people have been,

and the sin that they have committed. 28If you do not do that, and if you destroy them, the people of Egypt will
hear about it and say that you were not able to bring them into the land that you promised to give to them. They

will say that you took them into the desert only to kill them there because you hated them. 2°Do not forget that
they are your people. You chose them to belong to you. You brought them out from Egypt by your very great
power.”

Chapter 10

1Then Yahweh said to me, ‘Cut two stone tablets like the first ones. And make a wooden chest to put them in. Then

bring the tablets up to me on this mountain. 2I will write on those tablets the same words that I wrote on the first
tablets, the ones that you broke. Then you can put them in the chest.’

350 I made a chest. I used wood from an acacia tree to make it. Then I cut two tablets of stone like the first ones,

and I went up the mountain carrying the tablets. 4There Yahweh wrote on the tablets the same Ten
Commandments that he had written on the first tablet. They are the commandments that he had spoken to your
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ancestors from the midst of the fire on the mountain, when they had gathered at the bottom of the mountain.

Then Yahweh gave the tablets to me. 5Carrying the tablets, I turned and went down the mountain. Then, just as he
had commanded, I put them in the chest that I had made. And they are still there.”

6(Then, from the wells that belonged to the people of Jaakan, the Israelite people traveled to Moserah. There Aaron
died and was buried, and his son Eleazar took his place and became the high priest. ’From there, the Israelites

traveled to Gudgodah, and from there to Jotbathah, which was a place that had many streams. 8At that time,
Yahweh chose the tribe of Levi to carry the chest that contained the tablets on which were written the Ten
Commandments, and to stand in Yahweh's presence in the sacred tent, to offer sacrifices, and to pray for Yahweh

to bless the people. They are still doing those things at the present time. ?That is the reason that the tribe of Levi
did not receive any land like the other tribes did. What they received was the honor of being Yahweh's priests,
which is what he said that they should do.)

19\0ses continued to speak: “I stayed on the mountain forty days and nights, just like I did the first time. I prayed

to Yahweh, and he answered my prayers again and said that he would not destroy your ancestors. 11Then Yahweh
said to me, ‘Continue your journey, going in front of the people, to occupy the land that I solemnly promised your
ancestors that I would give to you.”

124N ow, you Israelite people, I will tell you what Yahweh our God says that you do. He requires you to honor him, to
conduct your lives as he wants you to, to love him, and to serve him with all that you desire and all that you feel,

13and to obey all of his commandments which I am giving to you today, so they will help you.

14D not forget that Yahweh our God owns even the sky and everything that is in it. He also owns the earth and
everything that is on it. 1*But although he owns all those things, Yahweh also loved your ancestors; from all the
people groups on the earth he chose us, their descendants, and we are still his people. '®So you must change your
inner beings and stop being stubborn. 7Yahweh our God is greater than all gods, and he is greater than all rulers.
He is very powerful, more than others, and he does not accept bribes. 1®He makes sure that orphans and widows
are treated fairly. He loves even foreigners who live among us Israelite people, and he gives them food and clothes.
1950 you must love those foreigners too, because you were once foreigners when you were living in Egypt. 2°Be
sure to honor Yahweh our God and worship only him. Be faithful to him, and say that he should punish you if you
do not do what you promise. 2'He is the one whom you must praise. He is our God, and we have seen the great
and awesome things that he has done for us. 22When our ancestors, Jacob and his family, went down to Egypt,
there were only seventy of them. But now Yahweh our God has caused us to be as numerous as the stars in the
sky.”

Chapter 11

1“Because of all that Yahweh your God has done for you, you must love and continually obey all his rules and
decrees and commandments. 2It was you and your ancestors, not your children, whom he punished because you
disobeyed him, putting you through many difficulties to teach and train you. So starting today, continue to think
about how his punishment, his mighty power, and his great strength to do whatever he wants to do to you.
3Remember the many different miracles that he performed in Egypt, miracles that showed how powerful and great
he is. Think about what he did to the king of Egypt and to all the land that he ruled. #Your children did not see the
army of Egypt, or their horses and their chariots destroyed by Yahweh's power. Your children did not see how
Yahweh caused the Sea of Reeds to flood and sweep away the army of Egypt as they were coming after their
ancestors. Your children did not understand that Yahweh continues to make Egypt's army weak even to this day.
3Your children do not know how Yahweh took care of their ancestors in the desert before they all came to this
place. ®Think about what he did to Dathan and Abiram, the two sons of Eliab from the tribe of Reuben. While all of
your ancestors were watching, the earth split open, and they fell into the opening and disappeared, along with
their families and their tents, their servants, and their animals. 7You and your ancestors have seen all these
miracles that Yahweh performed.
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850 obey all the commandments that I am giving you today, in order that you will be strong and able to cross the

river and occupy the land that you are about to enter, 2and in order that you will live for a long time in that land, a
land that Yahweh solemnly promised your ancestors that he would give to them and to their descendants, a land

that is very fertile. 1%The land that you are about to enter and occupy is not like the land of Egypt, where your
ancestors lived. In Egypt, after they planted seeds, it was necessary for them to work hard to water the plants that

grew. ""But the land that you are about to enter is a land where there are many hills and valleys, where there is

plenty of rain. 12Yahweh takes care of that land. He watches over it every day, from the beginning of each year to
the end of each year.

13Today I am commanding you to love Yahweh our God and to serve him with your entire inner beings. If you do
that, 1%each year he will send rain on your land at the right times. As a result, you will have grain and grapes to

make wine and olives to make olive oil. 1>And he will cause grass to grow in your fields for your livestock to eat. You
will have all the food that you want.

16yt I warn you, do not stop worshiping Yahweh our God; do not start to worship other gods, "because if you do
that, Yahweh will become very angry with you. He will prevent any rain from falling. As a result, the crops will not

grow, and you will soon die from hunger in the good land that Yahweh is about to give to you. '8So, keep thinking
about what Yahweh has commanded you. Write these words on tiny scrolls and fasten them to your arms, and

write them on bands that you fasten to your foreheads to help you to remember them. ?Teach them to your
children again and again. Talk about them all the time: When you are in your houses and when you are walking

outside; talk about them when you are lying down and when you are doing things. 2Write them on the doorposts

and on the gates of your cities. 2'Do that in order that you and your children will live for such a very long time in
the land that Yahweh promised to our ancestors that he would give to them. That land will belong to you and your
descendants as long as there is a sky above the earth.

22p3ithfully continue to obey what I am commanding you to do—to love Yahweh our God, and to conduct your lives
as he wants you to do, and to be faithful to him. 23If you do that, Yahweh will drive out all the people groups in that

land as you advance, people groups that are more numerous and more powerful than you are. 24All the ground in
that land on which you walk will be yours. Your territory will extend from the desert in the south to the Lebanon

Mountains in the north, and from the Euphrates River in the east to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 2>Yahweh
our God will cause all the people in that land to be very afraid of you, which is what he promised, with the result
that no people group will be able to stop you.

26| jsten carefully: Today I am telling you that Yahweh will either bless you or he will curse you. 27If you obey the

commandments of Yahweh our God that I am giving to you today, he will bless you. 28But if you do not obey them,
and if you stop worshiping him and start worshiping other gods to whom you were never faithful before, he will

curse you. 22And when Yahweh brings you into the land that you are about to enter and occupy, some of you must
stand on top of Mount Gerizim and proclaim what will cause Yahweh to bless you, and the others must stand on

top of Mount Ebal and proclaim what will cause Yahweh to curse you.” 3%(Those two mountains are west of the
Jordan River, west of the plain along the Jordan, in the land where the Canaanites live. They live close to the sacred

trees near Gilgal.) 31“You will soon cross the Jordan River to occupy the land that Yahweh our God is giving to you.

When you enter that land and start to live there, 32be sure to obey all the rules and decrees that I am giving to you
today.”

Chapter 12

147 will now tell you the rules and decrees that you must faithfully obey in the land that Yahweh, the God whom our

ancestors worshiped, is giving to you to occupy. You must obey these laws all the time that you are alive. 2When
you drive out those people groups whose land you will take, you must destroy all the places where they worshiped

their gods, places on the tops of mountains and hills and beside large trees. 3You must tear down their altars and
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smash their pillars. Burn the statues of their goddess Asherah and chop down their carved figures, in order that no
one will ever worship them in those places again.

4Do not worship Yahweh like the people in Canaan worship their gods. *Instead, you must go to the place that
Yahweh will choose. It will be in the area where one of your tribes will live. That is where you must enter Yahweh'’s

presence and worship him. éThat is the place where you must bring your sacrifices that the priests will burn whole
on the altar, and your other sacrifices that you yourselves present to me, your tithes, other offerings that you

promise to give me, the firstborn animals from your cattle and sheep, or any other kind of offering. “There, in the
presence of Yahweh our God, you and your families will eat the good things that you have worked to produce, and
you will be happy, because he has blessed you very, very much.

8When you are in that land, you must not do some of the things that we have been doing. Until now, you have all
been worshiping Yahweh the way you want to, ®because you have not yet arrived in the land which he will allow

you to permanently possess, where you will be able to live peacefully. '°But when you cross the Jordan River, you
will start to live in the land that Yahweh our God is giving to you. He will protect you from all your enemies that will
surround you, and you will live peacefully.

Myahweh will choose one place where he wants you to worship him. That is the place to which you must bring all
the offerings that I command you to bring: The sacrifices that the priests will burn whole on the altar, your other
sacrifices, other offerings that you yourselves decide to present, your tithes, and all the special offerings that you

will solemnly promise to give to Yahweh. 12Rejoice there in the presence of Yahweh, along with your children, your
male and female servants, and the descendants of Levi who live in your towns. Do not forget that the descendants

of Levi will not have their own land, like you do. 'Be sure that you do not offer burnt animals as sacrifices

anywhere you want to. "You must offer them only in the place that Yahweh will choose for you, in an area that
belongs to one of your tribes. That is the only place where he wants you to offer sacrifices that the priests will burn
whole on the altar, and to do the other things that I am commanding you to do when you worship him.

15However, God will permit you to kill and eat the meat of your animals in the places where you live. As often as
you want to, you may eat meat from the animals that Yahweh our God will bless you by giving them to you. Those
who are at that time clean or unclean may all eat that meat, just like you would eat the meat of a deer or an

antelope. "®But you must not eat the blood of any animal; you must let the blood drain onto the ground before you

cook the meat. 17In the places where you live, you must not eat the things that you are offering to Yahweh: You
must not eat the tithes of your grain or of your wine, or of your olive oil, or the firstborn of your cattle and sheep,

or the offerings that you yourselves decide to present to Yahweh, or any other offerings. '8Instead, you and your
children and your male and female servants and the descendants of Levi who live in your towns must eat those
things in the presence of Yahweh in the place that he chooses. And you should be happy about everything that you

have done. 1°Be sure that you take care of the descendants of Levi all during the time that you live in your land.

20\hen Yahweh our God gives you much more land than you will have at first—and he has promised to do this,

and when you say, I would like some meat to eat,’ you are permitted to eat meat whenever you want to. 2'If the
place that Yahweh our God chooses to be the place for you to worship him is far from where you live, you are
permitted to kill some of your cattle or sheep that Yahweh has given to you, and you may eat that meat in the town

where you live, just like I have told you to do. 22Those who are either clean or unclean at the time may eat that
meat, just like you would eat the meat of a deer or an antelope. 23But be sure that you do not eat the blood of any
animal, because it is the blood that sustains life in living beings. You must not eat the life along with the meat. 24Do

not eat the blood; instead, let it drain onto the ground. 2°If you obey this command and do what Yahweh says is
right for you to do, things will go well for you and for your descendants.

26t the offerings that Yahweh has told you to set aside for him, and the other offerings that you yourselves

decide to give, you must take to the place that he will choose. 2’There the priest will burn those offerings on
Yahweh's altar. He will kill the animals, drain out the blood, and throw some of it onto the sides of the altar. And you

may eat some of that meat. 28Faithfully obey all these things that I have commanded you. If you do that, things will
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go well forever for you and your descendants, because you will be doing what Yahweh our God says is right for you
to do and what pleases him.

29\When you enter the land that you will occupy, as you advance, Yahweh our God will destroy the people groups

that live there. 30After he does that, be sure that you do not worship the gods that they have been worshiping,
because if you do that, it will be like a trap that will catch you. Do not ask anyone about those gods, saying, ‘Tell me

how they worshiped their gods, in order that I can worship Yahweh in the same way.’ 3'Do not try to worship
Yahweh our God like they have worshiped their gods, because when they worship them, they do disgusting things,
things that Yahweh hates. The worst thing that they do is that they sacrifice their own children and burn them on
their altars.

32Be sure to do everything that I have commanded you to do. Do not add anything to these commands, and do not
take anything away from them.

Chapter 13

Possibly there will be people among you who say that they are prophets. They may say that they are able to
interpret the meaning of dreams or perform various kinds of miracles. 2They will say those things in order to

induce you to worship gods that you have never known about before. But even if what they predict happens, 3do
not pay attention to what they say. Yahweh our God will be testing you to find out if you love him with all your inner

being. 4You must conduct your lives as Yahweh our God wants you to, and you must honor him, do what he tells
you to do, and trust in him.

5But you must execute anyone who falsely says that he is a prophet, or someone who falsely says that he can
interpret dreams, or who tells you to rebel against Yahweh our God, who rescued your ancestors from being slaves
in Egypt. People like that are only wanting to cause you to stop living as Yahweh has commanded you to do.

Execute them to get rid of this evil among you. ®It does not matter if even your brother or your daughter or your
wife or some close friend secretly urges you and says ‘Let us worship other gods, gods that neither you nor your

ancestors have never known about.’ ’Some of them may encourage you to worship gods that people groups that
live near you worship, or gods that groups who live far away worship. 8Do not do what they suggest. Do not even
listen to them. Do not act mercifully toward them, and do not keep secret what they have done. °Execute them! You

be the first one to throw stones at them to kill them; then everyone else must throw stones at them, too. 10kill such
people by throwing stones at them, because they are trying to cause you to stop worshiping Yahweh our God, who

rescued your ancestors from being slaves in Egypt. ""When they are executed, all the Israelite people will hear
what happened, and they will become afraid, and none of them will do such an evil thing again.

12When you are living in one of the towns in the land that Yahweh our God is giving to you, you may hear '3that
some worthless people among you are deceiving the people of their town, saying, ‘Let us go and worship other

gods.’ "Examine the facts about it thoroughly. Suppose you find out that it is true that such a disgraceful thing has
happened. 1Then kill all the people in that town. And kill all their livestock, too. Destroy the town completely.
16Gather all the possessions that belonged to the people who lived there and pile them up in the city plaza. Then
burn the town and everything in it, as though it were an offering to Yahweh that was completely burned on the
altar. The ruins must stay there forever; the town must never be rebuilt. 7You must not take for yourselves
anything that Yahweh has said must be destroyed, because if you do what I say, Yahweh will stop being angry with
you, and he will act mercifully toward you. And he will cause you to have many children, which is what he promised
our ancestors that he would do. 18Yahweh our God will do all those things if you do what he is telling you to do,
and if you obey all the commandments that I am giving to you today and do what Yahweh says is right for you to
do.
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Chapter 14

Twe are people who belong to Yahweh our God. So when people die, do not show that you are grieving by gashing

yourselves or by shaving the hair on your foreheads like the other people groups do. 2We belong to Yahweh alone.
Yahweh chose us from all the other people groups on the earth to be his special people.

3Do not eat anything that Yahweh detests. 4The animals whose meat you are permitted to eat are cattle, sheep,
goats, 2all kinds of deer, gazelles, wild goats, and mountain sheep. éThose are animals that have split hooves and

that also chew the cud. 7But there are other animals that chew the cud that you must not eat. Those are camels,
rabbits, and rock badgers. They chew the cud, but their hooves are not split. So they are not acceptable for you to

eat. 8Do not eat pigs. They are unacceptable for you to eat; their hooves are split, but they do not chew the cud. Do
not eat the meat of those animals; do not even touch their dead bodies. ®You are permitted to eat any fish that has

scales and fins. 1%But anything else that lives in the water that does not have scales and fins, you must not eat,
because they must be unacceptable to you.

Myou are permitted to eat the flesh of any bird that is acceptable to Yahweh. 12But eagles, vultures, osprey,
13buzzards, and all kinds of kites you may not eat. You are not permitted to eat all kinds of crows and ravens,
15and the ostrich, and the night hawk, the sea gull, no kind of hawk, '6the little owl, the great owl, the white owl,
pelicans, vultures that eat dead animals, cormorants. 18And you are not permitted to eat the stork, any kind of
heron, the hoopoe, and the bat you must not eat.

19All insects with wings and which swarm are unacceptable to Yahweh; do not eat them. 2°But other insects with
wings are acceptable to eat.

21Do not eat any animal that has died naturally. You may allow foreigners who live among you to eat those things,
or you may sell them to other foreigners. But you belong to Yahweh our God; those who belong to him are not
permitted to eat the flesh of animals whose blood has not been drained out.

You must not cook a young sheep or goat in its mother’s milk.”

22:0nce each year you must set apart a tenth of all the crops that are produced in your fields. 23Take them to the
place that Yahweh our God will choose for you to worship him. There you must eat the tenth of your grain, your
wine, your olive oil, and the meat of the firstborn male animals of your cattle and your sheep. Do this in order that

you may learn to always honor Yahweh, the one who has blessed you by giving you these things. 2%If the place that
Yahweh has chosen for you to worship him is very far from your home, with the result that you are not able to take

there the tithes of your crops with which Yahweh has blessed you, do this: 2°Sell the tenth of your crops, wrap the

money carefully in a cloth, and take it with you to the place of worship that Yahweh has chosen. 26There, with that
money, you may buy whatever you want to—beef or lamb or wine or fermented drinks. And there, in the presence

of Yahweh, you and your families should eat and drink those things and be happy. ?’But be sure to not neglect to
help the descendants of Levi who live in your towns, because they will not own any land.

28at the end of every three years, bring a tithe of all your crops that have been produced in that year and store it in

your towns. 2?That food will be for the descendants of Levi, because they will not have their own land, and for the
foreigners who live among you, and for orphans and widows who live in your towns. They are permitted to come to
where the food is stored and take what they need. Do that in order that Yahweh our God will bless you in
everything that you do.

Chapter 15

1At the end of every seven years, you must cancel all debts. 2Do it like this: Each of you who has lent money to a
fellow Israelite must cancel that debt. You must not insist that he pay it back. You must do that because Yahweh

has declared that the debts must be canceled every seven years. 3During that year you may require foreigners who
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live among you to pay what they owe you, but you must not demand that from any fellow Israelite. #-5Yahweh our
God will bless you in the land that he is giving to you. If you obey Yahweh our God and obey all the

commandments that I am giving to you today, there will not be any poor people among you. ®Yahweh our God will
bless you like he has promised to do, and you will be able to lend money to people of other people groups, but you
will not need to borrow from any of them. You will control the finances of many people groups, but they will not
control your finances.

7In the towns that Yahweh our God is giving to you, if there are any Israelites who are poor, do not be selfish and

refuse to help them. 8Instead, be generous and lend them the money that they need. ?Be sure that you do not say
to yourself, ‘The year when debts will be canceled is near, so I do not want to lend anyone any money now, because
he will not need to pay it back when that year comes.’ It would be evil to even think that. If you act in an unfriendly
way toward a needy fellow Israelite, and give him nothing, he will cry out to Yahweh against you, and Yahweh will

say that you have sinned by not helping that person. 1%Give freely to poor people and give generously. If you do

that, Yahweh will bless you in everything that you do. "' There will always be some poor people in your land, so I
command you to give generously to poor people, to your fellow Israelites.

121f any of your fellow Israelite men or women sell themselves to one of you to become your slave, you must free
them after they have worked for you for six years. When the seventh year comes, you must free them. 3When you
free them, do not allow them to go empty-handed. "Instead, give to them generously from the things with which

Yahweh has blessed you—sheep, grain, and wine. '*Do not forget that your ancestors were once slaves in Egypt
and that Yahweh our God freed them. That is the reason that I am now commanding you to do this.

16But one of your slaves may say, I do not want to leave you.’ Perhaps he loves you and your family because you

have treated him well. "7If he says that, take him to the door of your house and, while he is standing against the
doorway, pierce one of his earlobes with an awl. That will indicate that he will be your slave for the rest of his life.
Do the same thing to any female slave who does not want to leave you.

18D not complain when you are required to free your slaves. Keep in mind that they served you for six years, and
that you paid them only half as much as you pay the servants that you hire. If you free them, Yahweh our God will
bless you in everything that you do.

195et aside for the honor of Yahweh our God the firstborn male animals from your cattle and sheep. Do not force
them to do any work for you, and do not shear the wool of the firstborn animals. 2%You and your family must kill
them and eat their meat in the presence of Yahweh at the place that he chooses for you to worship him. 21But if
the animals have any defects, if they are lame or blind, or if they have any other serious defect, you must not
sacrifice them to Yahweh our God. 22You may kill and eat the meat of those animals in your towns. Those who have
done things that cause them to become unacceptable to God and those who have not done such things are
permitted to eat that meat, just like anyone is permitted to eat the meat of a gazelle or a deer. 22But you must not
eat any of the blood; you must drain all the blood on the ground when you kill those animals.

Chapter 16

1Each year honor Yahweh our God by celebrating the Passover Festival in the month of Aviv in early spring. It was
on a night in that month that Yahweh rescued your ancestors from Egypt. 2In order to celebrate that festival, go to
the place that Yahweh will choose for you to worship him, and offer there one young animal from your cattle or
your sheep to be the Passover sacrifice. 3When you eat the Passover meal, the bread that you eat must not have
yeast in it. You must eat this kind of bread, which will be called the bread of suffering, for seven days. This is to help
you to remember all during the time that you are alive that when your ancestors left Egypt, where they were
suffering because they were slaves, they left very quickly. They did not have time to put in yeast and wait for the
dough to swell up. 4During that festival, which will last for seven days, you must not have any yeast in any house in
your land. Furthermore, the meat of the animal that you sacrifice on the evening of the first day of the Passover
Festival must be eaten during that night; do not allow any of it to remain until the next day.
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36To honor Yahweh our God, you must offer the Passover sacrifice only at the place that he chooses for you to
worship him; do not offer that sacrifice in any other town in the land that Yahweh is giving to you. Offer that

sacrifice when the sun is setting, at the same time of day that your ancestors started to leave Egypt. ’Boil the meat
and eat it at the place of worship that Yahweh our God chooses. The next morning, you may return to your tents.

8Each day for six days the bread that you eat must have no yeast in it. On the seventh day, you must all gather to
worship Yahweh our God. It will be a day of rest, you must not do any work on that day.

9Each year, from the day that you start to harvest your grain, count seven weeks. 1%Then, to honor Yahweh our
God, celebrate the Festival of Pentecost. Do that by bringing to him an offering of grain. Yahweh has blessed you
by causing it to grow in your fields during that year. If you had a big harvest, bring a big offering. If you had a small

harvest, bring a small offering. "'Each married couple should be joyful in the presence of Yahweh. Their children,
their servants, the descendants of Levi who are in that town, and the foreigners, orphans, and widows who are
living among you, should also be joyful. Bring those offerings to the place of worship that Yahweh will choose.

2\When you celebrate these festivals by obeying these commands, remember that your ancestors were slaves in
Egypt.

13Each year, after you have threshed all your grain and pressed the juice from all your grapes, you must celebrate

the Festival of Shelters for seven days. "Each married couple along with their children, their servants, the
descendants of Levi who are in that town, and the foreigners, orphans, and widows who are living among you,

should be joyful in the presence of Yahweh. >Honor Yahweh our God by celebrating this festival for seven days in
the place that he chooses for you to worship him. You should all be joyful, because Yahweh will have blessed your
harvest and all the other work that you have done.

1650, each year all of you Israelite men must gather to worship Yahweh our God at the place that he will choose, to
celebrate three festivals: The Festival of Bread with no Yeast, the Festival of Pentecost, and the Festival of Shelters.
No one should come before Yahweh without an offering. Each of you men must bring an offering for Yahweh to

these festivals. 17The offerings should be in proportion to the blessings that Yahweh has given you during that
year.

18Appoint judges and other officials throughout your tribes, in all the towns in the land that Yahweh our God is

giving to you. They must judge people fairly. 1°They must not judge unjustly. They must not favor one person more
than another. The judges must not accept bribes, because if a judge accepts a bribe, even if he is wise and honest,
it will be very difficult for him to judge fairly; he will do what the person who gave him the bribe wants him to do

and declare that the innocent people must be punished. 2°You must be completely fair and just, in order that you
may live long enough to occupy the land that Yahweh our God is giving to you.

21When you make an altar to worship Yahweh our God, do not put next to it any wooden pole that represents the
goddess Asherah. 22And do not set up any stone pillar to worship any idol, because Yahweh hates them.

Chapter 17

Do not sacrifice to Yahweh our God any cattle or sheep or goats that have any defects, because Yahweh detests
that kind of gift.

2When you are living in any of the towns in the land that Yahweh our God is giving to you, suppose some man or
woman sins by disobeying the covenant that Yahweh has made with you. 3Suppose that person has worshiped and

bowed down to other gods, or the sun, or the moon, or the stars. They do what I did not command. 41f someone
tells you that some person has been doing that, you must investigate it thoroughly to see whether this detestable

thing has happened in Israel. 5If it has happened, then you must take outside the town the man or woman who

has done it. Then you must kill that person by throwing stones at him or her. ®But you are allowed to execute such
people only if at least two witnesses testify that they saw them doing that. They must not be executed if there is
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only one witness. “The witnesses should throw stones at the guilty person. Then the other people should throw
stones until that person dies. By doing that, you will get rid of this evil practice from among you.

8Sometimes it will be very difficult for a judge to decide what really happened. He might be trying to decide
whether, when someone injured or killed another person, that person did it accidentally or deliberately. Or he
might be trying to decide if some person is taking another person to court unfairly. If in any town it is very difficult
to know what really happened, and if the judge cannot decide it, you should go to the place that Yahweh our God

has chosen for you to worship him. ®There you should present the case to the descendants of Levi who are priests,
and to the judge who is serving at that time, and they should decide what should be done. 1%After they make their
decision, you must do what they tell you to do. "Accept what they have decided, and do what they say that you

should do. Do not try to change in any way what they have decided. '2You must execute anyone who proudly
disobeys the judge or the priest who stands there in the presence of Yahweh and decides what should be done. By

doing that, you will get rid of this evil practice from among you. '3Then after that person is executed, all the people
will hear about it, and they will be afraid, and none of them will act that way anymore.

141 know that after you have occupied the land that Yahweh our God is giving to you, and you are living there, you

will say, ‘We should have a king to rule over us, like the kings that other nations around us have.’ 1>Yahweh our God
will permit you to have a king, but be sure that you appoint someone whom he has chosen. That man must be an

Israelite; you must not appoint someone who is a foreigner to be your king. 18After he becomes the king, he
should not acquire a large number of horses for himself. He should not send people to Egypt to buy horses for

him, because Yahweh said to you, ‘Never return to Egypt for anything! "7And he must not have a lot of wives,
because if he did that, they would turn him away from worshiping only Yahweh. And he must not acquire a lot of
silver and gold.

18When he becomes your king, he must appoint someone to copy these laws. He must copy them from the scroll

that is kept by the priests descended from Levi. ?He must keep this new scroll near him and read from it every day
of his life, in order that he may learn to have an awesome respect for Yahweh, and to faithfully obey all the rules

and regulations that are written in these laws. 2If he does that, he will not think that he is more important than his
fellow Israelites, and he will completely obey Yahweh's commands. As a result, he and his descendants will rule as
kings in Israel for many years.”

Chapter 18

1“The priests, who are all from the tribe of Levi, will not receive any land in Israel. Instead, they will receive some of
the food that other people offer to be burned on the altar to be sacrificed to Yahweh and some of the other

sacrifices that will be offered to Yahweh. 2They will not be allotted any land like the other tribes will be. What they
will receive is the honor of being Yahweh's priests, which is what he said that they should have.

3When the people bring an ox or a sheep to be sacrificed, they must give to the priests the shoulder, the cheeks,

and the stomach of those animals. #You must also give to them the first part of the grain that you harvest, and the
first part of the wine that you make, and the first part of the olive oil that you make, and the first part of the wool

that you shear from your sheep. 5You must do this because Yahweh our God has chosen the tribe of Levi from all of
your tribes, in order that it would be ones from that tribe who would always be the priests who would serve him.

61f any man from the tribe of Levi who has been living in one of the towns in Israel wants to come from there to the
place of worship that Yahweh has chosen, and to start living there, 7he is permitted to serve Yahweh there as a

priest, just like the other men from the tribe of Levi who have been serving there. 8He must be given the same
amount of food that the other priests receive. He is permitted to keep the money that his relatives receive for
selling some of their possessions and send to him.

9When you enter the land that Yahweh our God is giving you, you must not imitate the disgusting things that the
people groups who are there now do. ®ou must not sacrifice any of your children by burning them on your altars.
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Do not try to use supernatural power to discover what will happen in the future. Do not try to use magic to find out
what will happen in the future. Do not interpret omens to find out what will happen. Do not practice sorcery. Do
not put spells on people. 'Do not try to talk with spirits of dead people. Do not do magic. '2Yahweh hates people
who do any of those disgusting things. And as you advance through that land, he is going to drive out the people
groups because they do those disgusting things. 13But you must always be faithful to Yahweh and avoid doing any
of those disgusting things.

14The people groups that you are about to expel from the land that you will occupy consult soothsayers and those
who practice divination. But as for you, Yahweh our God does not allow you to do that. '*Some day he will send
from among you a prophet like me. He will tell you what will happen in the future, and you must obey him. 160n
the day that your ancestors were gathered at the bottom of Mount Sinai, they pleaded with me saying, ‘We do not
want Yahweh to speak to us again, and we do not want to see this huge fire that is burning on the mountain!’ Your
ancestors said that because they were afraid that they would die if Yahweh spoke to them again.

17Then Yahweh said to me, ‘What they have said is true. 1850 I will send from among them a prophet like you. I will
tell him what to say, and then he will tell people everything that I tell him to say. He will speak for me. And I will
punish anyone who does not heed what he says. 2°But if any person says that he is a prophet and dares to speak a
message which he falsely says comes from me but which I did not tell him to speak, or anyone who speaks a
message that he says other gods have revealed to him, he must be executed for doing that.’

21But perhaps you will say to yourself, ‘How can we know if a message that someone tells us does not come from
Yahweh? 22The answer is that when someone speaks a message about what will happen in the future, a message
that he says was revealed by Yahweh, if what he says does not happen, you will know that the message did not
come from Yahweh. That person has wrongly claimed that it was revealed to him by Yahweh. So you do not need to
be afraid of anything that he says.

Chapter 19

1After Yahweh our God has destroyed the people groups from the land that he is giving to you, and after you have
driven them out from their cities and you start to live in their houses, 23you must divide into three parts the land
that he is giving to you. Then select a city in each part. You must make good roads in order that people can get to
those cities easily. Someone who kills another person can escape to one of those cities to be safe.

4This is the rule about someone who has killed another person. If someone accidentally kills another person who
was not his enemy, he may escape to one of those cities and be safe. >For example, if two men go into the forest to
cut some wood, if the axe head comes off the handle while one of them is chopping down a tree and the ax head
strikes and kills the other man, the man who was using the ax will be allowed to run to one of those cities and be
safe there, because the people of that city will protect him. ®Because he accidentally killed someone, and because
the man was not his enemy, he can try to run to one of those cities. If there were only one city, it may be a long
distance to that city. Then if the relative of the man who was killed to get revenge, is very angry, he may be able to
catch the other person before he arrives at that city. “Therefore, I give you this command, that you select three
cities for this purpose.

891f you do everything that I am today commanding you to do, and if you love Yahweh our God, and if you conduct
your lives as he wants you to do, Yahweh our God will give you much more land than you will have when you first
occupy it, which is what he promised to do. He will give you all the land which he promised your ancestors that he
would give to you. When he gives you that land, you must select three more cities to which people may escape.
19D this in order that people who are innocent will not die, and you will not be guilty for allowing them to be
executed, in the land that Yahweh is giving to you.

MBut suppose someone hates his enemy and hides and waits for that person to come along the road. Then when
he passes by, suddenly he attacks him and murders him. If the attacker flees to one of those cities to be protected

there, 12the elders of the city where the murdered man lived must not protect the attacker. They must send
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someone to the city to which the other man escaped, and bring him to to get revenge, so that he may execute that

man. '3You must not pity those who murder other people! Instead, you must execute them, in order that the
people in the land of Israel will not be punished for murdering innocent people, and in order that things will go
well for you.

14wWhen you are living in the land that Yahweh our God is giving to you, do not move the markers of your
neighbors’ property boundaries that were placed there long ago.

151f someone is accused of committing a crime, one person who says, ‘I saw him do it’ is not enough to find him
guilty. There must be at least two people who say, ‘We saw him do it." If there is only one witness, the judge must
not believe that what he says is true.

160r suppose that someone tries to do wrong to another person by falsely accusing him. 17Then both of them
must go to the place where the people worship, to talk to the priests and judges who are serving at that time.

18The judges must investigate the case carefully. If the judges determine that one of them has accused the other
falsely, 1°that person must be punished in the same way that the other one would have been punished if the

judges had decided that he was guilty. By punishing such people, you will get rid of this evil practice from among
you. 2°And when that person is punished, everyone will hear what has happened, and they will be afraid, and no

one will dare to act that way anymore. 21You must not pity people who are punished like that. The rule should be
that a person who has murdered someone else must be executed; one of a person’s eyes must be gouged out if he
has gouged out someone else’s eye, one tooth of a person who has knocked out the tooth of another person must
be knocked out; one hand of a person who has cut off the hand of another person must likewise be cut off; one
foot of a person who has cut off the foot of another person must also be cut off.

Chapter 20

TWhen your soldiers go to fight your enemies, and you see that they have many horses and chariots and that their
army is much bigger than yours, do not be afraid of them, because Yahweh our God, who brought your ancestors

safely out of Egypt, will be with you. 2When you are ready to start the battle, the high priest must stand in front of
the troops. 3He must say to them, ‘You Israelite men, listen to me! Today you are going to fight against your

enemies. Do not be timid or afraid, *because Yahweh our God will go with you. He will fight your enemies for you,
and he will enable you to defeat them.’

3Then the army officers must say to the troops, ‘If anyone among you has just built a new house and has not
dedicated it to God, he should go home and dedicate the house. If he does not do that, if he dies in the battle,

someone else will dedicate the house and live in it. °If anyone among you has planted a vineyard and has not yet
harvested any grapes from it, he should go home. If he stays here and dies in the battle, someone else will harvest

the grapes and enjoy the wine made from them. 7If anyone among you has become engaged to marry a woman
but has not married her yet, he should go home. If he stays here and dies in the battle, someone else will marry
her’

8Then the officers must also say, ‘If anyone among you is afraid or timid, he should go home, in order that he does

not cause his fellow soldiers to also stop being courageous.’ *When the officers have finished speaking to the
troops, they must appoint commanders over them.

1%hen you go up to a city that is far away to attack it, first tell the people there that if they surrender, you will not
attack them. 11If they open the gates of the city and surrender, they will all become your slaves to work for you.
12yt if they refuse to surrender peacefully and decide instead to fight against you, your troops must surround the
city and break through the walls. 13Then, when Yahweh our God enables you to capture the city, you must kill all

the men in the city. 1But you are allowed to take for yourselves the women, the children, the livestock, and
everything else that you want to take from the city. You will be allowed to enjoy all the things that belonged to your
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enemies, the things that Yahweh our God has given to you. '*You should do that in all the cities that are far from
the land in which you will settle.

6Byt in the cities that are in the land that Yahweh our God is giving to you forever, you must kill all the people and
all the animals. 7You must get rid of them completely. Get rid of the Heth, the Amor the Canaan, the Periz, the Hiv,

and the Jebus people groups; that is what Yahweh our God commanded you to do. "8If you do not do that, they will
teach you to sin against Yahweh our God and do the disgusting things that they do when they worship their gods.

1When you surround a city for a long time, trying to capture it, do not cut down the fruit trees outside the city. You
are allowed to eat the fruit from the trees, but do not destroy the trees, because they certainly are not your

enemies. 2%You are permitted to cut down the other trees and use the wood to make ladders and towers to enable
you to go over the walls and capture the city.”

Chapter 21

1“Suppose someone has been murdered in a field in the land that Yahweh our God is giving to you, and you do not
know who killed that person. 2If that happens, your elders and judges must go out to where that person’s corpse
was found and measure the distance from there to each of the nearby towns. 3Then the elders in the closest town
must select a young cow that has never been used for doing work. #They must take it to a place near a stream

where the ground has never been plowed or planted. There they must break its neck. >The priests must go there
also, because Yahweh our God has chosen them from the tribe of Levi to serve him and to be his representatives

when they bless people. And he has also chosen them to settle disputes in which someone has been injured. ®The
elders from the closest town must wash their hands over the young cow whose neck was broken, there in the

valley, 7and they must say, ‘We did not murder this person, and we did not see who did it. 8Yahweh, forgive us, your

Israelite people whom you rescued from Egypt. Do not consider us to be guilty. Instead, forgive us.’ By doing that,
you will be doing what Yahweh considers to be right, and you will not be considered to be guilty for murdering that
person.

1%When you who are soldiers go to fight against your enemies, and Yahweh our God enables you to defeat them,
and they become your prisoners, "1one of you may see among them a beautiful woman that he likes, and he may

want to marry her. 1246 should take her to his home, and there she must shave all the hair off her head and cut her
fingernails to signify that now she does not belong to her people group anymore, but now she is becoming an

Israelite. 13she must take off the clothes that she was wearing when she was captured, and put on Israelite clothes.
She must stay in that man'’s house and mourn for a month because of leaving her parents. After that, he will be

allowed to marry her. Later, if he no longer is pleased with her, he will be permitted to allow her to leave him. But
because she was shamed and was forced to sleep with him, he will not be allowed to treat her like a slave and sell
her to anyone else.

15suppose that a man has two wives, but he likes one of them and dislikes the other one. And suppose that they

both give birth to sons, and that the oldest son is the child of the woman that he does not like. 1®0On the day when
that man decides which of his possessions each son will obtain after he dies, he must not favor the son of the wife

that he loves by giving him the larger share that should go to the firstborn son. 17He must give two-thirds of his
possessions to the older son, the son of the wife whom he does not like. That son is his firstborn son, and he must
be given the largest share.

18suppose there is a boy who is very stubborn and is always rebelling against his parents, and who will not heed
what they say to him. And suppose that they punish him but he still does not pay attention to what they tell him.

191f that happens, his parents must take him to the gate of the city where they live and have him stand in front of
the elders of the city. 22Then the parents must say to the elders of that city, ‘This son of ours is stubborn and always

rebelling against us. He will not pay attention to what we tell him. He eats too much, and he gets drunk.’ 21Then all
the elders of that city must execute him by throwing stones at him. By doing that, you will get rid of this evil
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practice from among you. And everyone in Israel will hear about what happened and they will be afraid to do what
he did.

221f someone is executed for having committed a crime for which he deserves to die, and you hang his corpse on a

post, 23you must not allow his corpse to remain there all night. You must bury it on the day that he died, because if
you keep the corpse on a post, God will curse the land. You must bury the corpse that day, in order that you do not
defile the land that Yahweh our God is giving to you.

Chapter 22

11f you see an Israelite’s ox or sheep that has strayed away, do not act as though you did not see it. Take it back to
its owner. 2But if the owner does not live near you, or if you do not know who he is, take the animal to your house.

It can stay with you until the owner comes, searching for it. Then you must give the animal to him. 3You must do
that same thing if you see a donkey, a piece of clothing, or anything else that someone has lost. Do not refuse to
do what you should do. Do not pretend to know nothing about the matter.

4And if you see a fellow Israelite’s donkey or cow that has fallen down on the road, do not act as though you did not
see it. Help the owner to lift the animal up so that it can stand on its feet again.

SWomen must not wear men'’s clothes, and men must not wear women'’s clothes. Yahweh our God hates people
who do things like that.

61f you happen to find a bird's nest in a tree or on the ground, and the mother bird is sitting in the nest on its eggs

or with the baby birds, do not take the mother bird and kill it. ?You are permitted to take the baby birds, but you
must allow the mother bird to fly away. Do this in order that things will go well for you and that you will live for a
long time.

81f you build a new house, you must put a railing around the roof. In this way, you will not be guilty of having
caused someone’s death if a person falls from it and dies.

9Do not plant any crop in the area where your grapevines are growing. If you do, the priests in Yahweh's sanctuary
will seize both the seed and the harvest of that vineyard.

190 not hitch together an ox and a donkey for plowing your fields.
Do not wear clothing that is made by weaving together wool and linen.
12Twist threads together to make tassels and sew them on the four bottom corners of your cloak.

135uppose a man marries a young woman and sleeps with her and later decides that he does not want her
anymore, Mand suppose that he says false things about her, and claims that she was not a virgin when he married
her. 13If that happens, the young woman’s parents must take the sheet that was on the bed when the man and
their daughter were married, which still has bloodstains on it, and show it to the elders of the city at the gate of the
city. '8Then the father of the young woman must say to the elders, I gave my daughter to this man to be his wife.
But now he says that he does not want her anymore. 17And he has falsely said that she was not a virgin when he
married her. But look! Here is what proves that my daughter was a virgin! Look at the bloodstains on the sheet
where they slept the night that they were married!” And he will show the sheet to the elders. 18Then the elders of
that city must take that man and whip him. '®They shall require that he pay a fine of one hundred pieces of silver
and give the money to the father of the young woman, because the man has brought shame on an Israelite young
woman. Also, that woman must continue to live with him; she is his wife. He is not allowed to divorce her during
the rest of his life.

20yt if what the man said is true, and there is nothing to prove that she was a virgin when he married her, ?'they
must take that young woman to the door of her father’s house. Then the men of that city must execute her by
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throwing stones at her. They must do that because she has done something in Israel that is very disgraceful, by
sleeping with some man while she was still living in her father’s house. By executing her like that, you will get rid of
this evil practice from among you.

221f 3 man is caught while he is sleeping with another man’s wife, both of them must be executed. By doing that,
you will get rid of this evil practice from Israel.

235yppose in some town a man sees a young woman who is promised to be married to another man, and he is

caught sleeping with her. 24You must take both of them to the gate of that town, where the town leaders decide
important matters. There you must execute them both by throwing stones at them. You must execute the young
woman because she did not shout for help even though she was in the town. And the man must be executed
because he slept with someone who was already promised to be married. By doing that, you will get rid of this evil
practice from among you

25But suppose out in the open countryside a man meets a young woman who is engaged to be married, and he

forces her to sleep with him. If that happens, only that man must be executed. 26You must not punish the young
woman, because she did not do anything for which she deserves to be executed. This case is like when one man

attacks another man in the countryside and murders him, 2’because the man who forced her to sleep with him
saw her when she was in the open countryside, and even though she called out for help, there was no one there
who could rescue her.

281f 3 man forces a young woman who is not engaged to be married to sleep with him, and if someone sees him

while he is doing that, °that man must pay fifty pieces of silver to the young woman's father, and he must marry
her, because he shamed her by forcing her to sleep with him. He is not allowed to divorce her during the rest of his
life.

30A man must not take what belongs to his father by sleeping with any of his father's wives.

Chapter 23

TAny male person whose reproductive organs have been destroyed may not be included as one of Yahweh's
people.

2No illegitimate person or descendant of an illegitimate person, extending to the tenth generation, shall be
included as one of Yahweh's people.

3No one from the Ammon or Moab people groups shall be included as one of Yahweh's people, extending to the

tenth generation. #One reason for this is that their leaders refused to give your ancestors food and water when
they were traveling from Egypt to Canaan. Another reason is that they paid Balaam son of Beor from the town of

Pethor in Mesopotamia, to curse you Israelites. 5But Yahweh our God did not pay attention to Balaam; instead, he

caused Balaam to bless your ancestors, because Yahweh loved them. ®As long as Israel is a nation, you must not do
anything to cause things to go well for those two people groups to enable them to prosper.

7But do not despise anyone from the Edom people group, because they are descendants of your ancestor Isaac,
just like you are. And do not despise people from Egypt, because they treated your ancestors well when they first

lived in Egypt. 8The grandchildren of people from Edom and Egypt who live among you now may be included
among Yahweh's people.

SWhen your soldiers are living in camp in time of war, they must avoid doing things that would make them
unacceptable to God. '%If any soldier becomes unacceptable to God because semen comes out of his body during

the night, the next morning he must go outside the camp and stay there during that day. 'But in the evening of
that day, he must bathe himself, and at sunset he will be allowed to come back into the camp.
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12your soldiers must have a toilet area outside the camp where you can go when you need to. '*When you go to
fight against your enemies, carry a stick along along with your weapons, in order that when you need to defecate,

you can dig a hole with the stick, and then cover up the hole when you have finished defecating. You must keep
the camp acceptable to Yahweh our God, because he is with you in your camp to protect you and to enable you to
defeat your enemies. Do not do anything disgraceful that would cause Yahweh to turn away from you.

151f slaves who escape from their masters come to you and request you to protect them, do not send them back to
their masters. 1®Allow them to stay among you, in whatever town they choose, and do not mistreat them.

17Do not allow any Israelite man or woman to become prostitutes at the temple. '8Also, do not allow any people
who earned money from being a prostitute to bring any of that money into the temple of Yahweh our God, even if
they solemnly promised to pay that money to him. Yahweh hates those who are prostitutes.

19When you lend money or food or anything else to a fellow Israelite, do not charge them interest. 2%ou are
allowed to charge interest when you lend money to foreigners who live in your land, but not when you lend money
to Israelites. Do this in order that Yahweh our God will bless you in everything that you do in the land that you are
about to enter and occupy.

21\when you solemnly promise to give something to Yahweh your God or to do something for him, do not delay in
doing it. Yahweh expects you to do what you promised, and if you do not do it, you will be committing a sin. 22But if

you do not solemnly promise to do something, that is not sinful. 2But if you voluntarily promise to do something,
you must do it.

24When you walk through someone else’s vineyard, you are allowed to pick and eat as many grapes as you want,

but you must not put any in a container and take them away. 2>When you walk along a path in someone else’s field
of grain, you are allowed to pluck some of the grain and eat it, but you must not cut any grain with a sickle and take
it with you.

Chapter 24

1Suppose a man marries a woman and later decides that he does not want her because there is something
offensive, and he sends her away from his house. And suppose he writes a paper in which he says that he is
divorcing her, and he gives the paper to her and sends her away from his house 2Then suppose that she goes
away. She is allowed to marry another man. 3Suppose that that man later also decides that he does not like her,
and that he also writes a paper in which he says that he is divorcing her, and he sends her away from his house. Or,
suppose that the second husband dies. 4If either of those things happen, her first husband must not marry her
again. He must consider that she has become unacceptable to Yahweh. Yahweh would consider it to be disgusting
if he married her again. You must not sin by doing that in the land that Yahweh our God is giving to you.

SWhen a man has just become married, he must not be required to become a soldier in the army or be required to
do any other work for the government. He must be exempt from such work for one year after being married. He
should stay at home and make his wife happy for that year.

6Anyone who lends money to someone else is allowed to require that person to give him something to guarantee
that he will pay back the money that he borrowed, but he must not take from him his millstone because that would
be taking from the other person the millstone that his family needs to make flour for baking bread to stay alive.

7If someone kidnaps a fellow Israelite to make that person his slave or to sell him to become someone else’s slave,
you must execute the person who did that. By doing that, you will get rid of this evil from among you.

81f you are suffering from leprosy, be sure to do everything that the priests, who are from the tribe of Levi, tell you

to do. Obey carefully the instructions that I have given to them. °Do not forget what Yahweh our God did to
Miriam, when she became a leper, as your ancestors were coming out of Egypt.
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1%When you lend something to someone, do not go into his house to take the cloak that he says that he will give
you to guarantee that he will return what he has borrowed. ''Stand outside his house, and the man to whom you
are lending something will bring the cloak out to you. 12But if he is poor, do not keep that cloak overnight. 13When
the sun sets, take the cloak back to him, in order that he may wear it while he sleeps. If you do that, he will ask God
to bless you, and Yahweh our God will be pleased with you.

14Do not mistreat any servants whom you have hired who are poor and needy, whether they are Israelites or

foreigners who are living in your town. 13Every day, before sunset, you must pay them the money that they have
earned. They are poor and they need to get their pay. If you do not pay them right away, they will cry out against
you to Yahweh, and he will punish you for having sinned like that.

16parents must not be executed for crimes that their children have committed, and children must not be executed
for crimes that their parents have committed. People should be executed only for the crimes that they themselves
have committed.

17¥ou must do for foreigners who live among you and for orphans the things that the laws state that must be done
for them. And if you lend something to a widow, do not take her coat from her as a guarantee that she will return

it. Do not forget that you had great troubles when you were slaves in Egypt, and that Yahweh our God rescued
you from there. That is why I am commanding you to help others who have troubles.

1dWhen you harvest your crops, if you have forgotten that you left one bundle in the field, do not go back to get it.
Leave it there for foreigners, orphans, and widows. If you do that, Yahweh will bless you in everything that you do.
20And when you have harvested all your olives from the trees once, do not go back to pick the ones that are still on
the trees. 21Similarly, when you pick the grapes in your vineyard, do not go back a second time to try to find more.

Leave them for the foreigners, orphans, and widows among you. 22Do not forget that Yahweh acted kindly toward
you when you were slaves in Egypt. That is why I am commanding you to be kind to those who are needy.”

Chapter 25

141f two Israelites have a dispute and they go to a court, the judge will probably decide that one is innocent and

that the other one is guilty. 2If the judge says that the guilty person must be punished, he shall command him to lie
with his face on the ground and be whipped. The number of times he is struck with a whip will depend on what

kind of crime he committed. 3It is permitted that he be struck as many as forty times, but no more than that. If he
is struck more than forty times, he would be humiliated publicly.

4When your ox is walking on the grain to separate it from the chaff, do not prevent it from eating some of grain.

SIf two brothers live on the same property, and one of them who has no son dies, the man’s widow should not
marry someone who is not a member of his family. The dead man's brother must marry her and sleep with her. It is

his duty to do that. 8If she later gives birth to a son, that son is to be considered the son of the man who died, in
order that the dead man’s name will not disappear from Israel.

7But if the dead man’s brother does not want to marry that woman, she must stand at the city gate. She must say
to the city leaders, ‘My husband’s brother refuses to marry me in order that I may give birth to a son who will

prevent the dead man’s name from disappearing in Israel.’ 8Then the elders must summon that man and talk to

him. Perhaps he will still refuse to marry that widow. °In that case, she must go up to him while the elders are
watching, and take off one of his sandals to symbolize that he would not receive any of her property, spitin his
face, and say to him, ‘This is what happens to the man who refuses to do what is needed to allow his dead brother

to have a son in order that our family name does not disappear.’ 1°After that happens, that man’s family will be
known as ‘the family of the man whose sandal was pulled off.’

Mwhen two men are fighting with each other, and the one man’s wife comes up to help her husband by grabbing
hold of the other man’s private parts, 2do not act mercifully toward her; cut off her hand.
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13-14\When you are buying or selling things, do not try to cheat people by having two kinds of weights, one which
you use when you buy something and one which you use when you sell something, or two kinds of measuring

baskets, one which you use when you buy something and one which you use when you sell something. 1>Always
use correct weights and correct measuring baskets, in order that Yahweh our God will allow you to live a long time

in the land that he is giving to you. 18Yahweh hates all those who act dishonestly, and he will punish them.

17Continue to remember what the Amalek people group did to your ancestors when they were coming out of

Egypt. "8They attacked your ancestors as they were traveling, when they were weak and exhausted. Those people
were not afraid of God at all, so they attacked your ancestors from the rear and killed all those who were unable to

walk as fast as the others. 1?Therefore, when Yahweh our God has given you the land that he promised to give you,
and when he has enabled you to rest from fighting all your enemies around you, kill all the Amalek people group,
with the result that no one will remember them anymore. Do not forget to do this!

Chapter 26

1After you occupy the land that Yahweh our God is giving to you, and you have settled there, 2each of you must
take some of the first crops that you harvest, put it in a basket, and take it to the place that Yahweh will have
chosen for you to worship there. 3Go to the high priest who is serving at that time and say to him, ‘By giving you
this first part of my harvest today, I am declaring to Yahweh our God that I have picked it in the land that he
solemnly promised to our ancestors to give to us.’ 4Then the priest must take the basket of food from your hand

and put it on the altar where sacrifices are offered to Yahweh our God. >Then in Yahweh's presence you must say
this: ‘My ancestor Jacob was a man from Aram and powerful nation. He took his family to Egypt. They were a small
group when they went there, but they lived there and their descendants became a very large and powerful nation.

5Then the people of Egypt acted very harshly toward them, and they forced them to become their slaves and to
work very hard. 7Then our ancestors cried out to you, Yahweh our God, and you heard them. You saw that they
were suffering, and that they were forced to work very hard, and were being oppressed. 8Then by your great power
and by performing many kinds of miracles, and other terrifying things, you brought them out of Egypt. You
brought us to this land and gave it to us, a land that is very fertile. 190 now, Yahweh, I have brought to you the
first part of the harvest from the land that I received.’ Then you must set the basket down in Yahweh's presence
and worship him there. ""And you must celebrate by eating a meal together to thank Yahweh our God for all the
good things that he has given to you and to your family. And you must invite the descendants of Levi and the
foreigners who are living among you to also rejoice and eat with you.

12Eyery third year, you must bring to the descendants of Levi and to the foreigners who are living among you and
the orphans and the widows a tithe of your crops, in order that in every town they will have plenty to eat. 13Then
you must say to Yahweh, ‘I have brought to you, from my house, all of the tenth from my harvest this year, the
tenth that I have set aside for you. I am giving it to the descendants of Levi, to the foreigners, the orphans, and the
widows, as you commanded us to do. I have not disobeyed any of your commands about the tenth portion, and I
have not forgotten any of your commands about it. "I declare that I have not eaten any food from the tenth
portion while I was mourning for someone who died. And I have not taken any of it out of my house while I was in
any condition unacceptable to you; I have not offered any of it to spirits of dead people. Yahweh, I have obeyed you
and done everything that you have commanded us concerning the tenth portion. *So please look down from your
holy place in heaven, and bless us, your Israelite people. Also bless this very fertile land which you have given to us,
which is what you promised our ancestors that you would do.’

16Today Yahweh our God is commanding you to obey all these rules and decrees. So obey them faithfully, with all

your inner being. 17Today you have declared that he is your God, and that you will conduct your lives as he wants
you to do, and that you will obey all his commands and rules and decrees, and that you will do all that he tells you

to do. 18And today Yahweh has declared that you are his people, which is what he promised that you would be, and
he commands you to obey all his commands. 1°If you do that, he will cause you to become greater than any other
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nation that he has established, and he will enable you to praise him and honor him. You are a special people to
Yahweh, set apart and holy to him, just as he promised.”

Chapter 27

TMoses, along with the other Israelite leaders, said this to the people: “Obey all the commandments that I am
giving to you today. 2Soon you will cross the Jordan River and enter the land that Yahweh, your God, promised to

give to you. There, set up some large stones and cover them with plaster. 3Write on those stones all these laws and
teachings, when you enter that very fertile land that Yahweh, the God whom our ancestors worshiped, promised to

give to you. When you have crossed the Jordan River, set up some large stones on Mount Ebal, just as I told you,
and cover them with plaster. >And build a stone altar there to offer sacrifices to Yahweh, but do not do any work on
those stones with iron tools. ®The altar that you make to burn sacrifices to Yahweh our God must be made with
uncut stones. “And there you must sacrifice offerings to restore fellowship with Yahweh, and you must eat your

share of those offerings and rejoice in the presence of Yahweh. 8And, when you write these laws on those stones,
you must write them very clearly.”

9Then Moses, along with the priests, said to all the Israelite people, “You Israelite people, be quiet and listen to

what I am saying. Today you have become the people who belong to Yahweh, our God. %S0 you must do what he
tells you, and obey all the rules and regulations that I am giving to you today.”

10on that same day Moses said to the Israelite people, 12“After you have crossed over the Jordan River, the tribes of
Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin must stand on Mount Gerizim and request Yahweh to bless the

people. 13And the tribes of Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali must stand on Mount Ebal and listen to
the things that Yahweh will do when he curses the people.

14The descendants of Levi must shout these words loudly:

13'vahweh will curse anyone who carves a figure from wood or stone or casts a figure from metal, and secretly sets
it up and worships it.

Yahweh considers that those things are detestable.’

And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’

16:'yahweh will curse anyone who dishonors his father or his mother:’

And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’

17:'yahweh will curse anyone who removes someone else’s markers of property boundaries.’
And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’

18yahweh will curse anyone who leads a blind person to go in the wrong direction.’

And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’

19yahweh will curse anyone who deprives foreigners or orphans or widow of the things that the laws state must be
done for them.

And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’
20:yahweh will curse anyone who shows no respect for his father
by sleeping with any of his father’s wives.’

And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’
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215yahweh will curse anyone who sleeps with any animal.’
And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’

22:vahweh will curse anyone who sleeps with his sister or with his half-sister.’

And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’

23yyahweh will curse anyone who sleeps with his mother-in-law.’
And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’

24yahweh will curse anyone who secretly murders someone else.’
And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’

25vahweh will curse anyone who, because someone else has given him a bribe, murders someone who is
innocent.

And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.’

26ryahweh will curse anyone who by disobeying these laws refuses to declare that those laws are good.’

And all the people must reply, ‘Amen.”

Chapter 28

141f you do what Yahweh our God tells you to do and faithfully obey everything that I am today commanding you to

do, he will cause you to become greater than any other nation on the earth. 2If you obey Yahweh, all these
blessings will come to you.

3He will bless everything that you do when you are in the cities

and he will bless every thing that you do when you are working in the fields.

4He will bless you by giving you many children and by giving you abundant crops, and plenty of cattle and sheep.
SHe will bless you by giving you plenty of grain to make bread.

6He will bless you everywhere—when you go out of your houses and when you come into your houses.

7Yahweh will enable you to defeat the armies of your enemies;

they will attack you from one direction, but they will run away from you in seven directions.

8yahweh will bless you by filling your barns with grain, and he will bless all the work that you do;

he will bless you in the land that he is giving to you.

91f you obey all the commandments that Yahweh our God has given to you and if you live your lives by following his
commandments, he will make you his own, his holy people, which is just as he promised.

19Then all the people groups on the earth will realize that you belong to Yahweh, and they will be afraid of you.

1 And Yahweh will cause you to prosper very much. He will give you many children, many cattle, and abundant
crops in the land that he solemnly promised to our ancestors that he would give to you.
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12t the time that rain is needed, Yahweh will send it from where he stores it in the sky, and he will bless all your
work, with the result that you will be able to lend money to many other nations, but you will not need to borrow
money from them.

131f you faithfully obey all of the commands of Yahweh our God that I am giving you today, Yahweh will cause your
nation to be superior to other nations, not inferior to them; you will always be prosperous and you will never be
needy.

14yahweh will do all these things for you if you do not stop obeying what I am commanding you today, and if you
never worship other gods.

15But if you do not do what Yahweh our God is telling you to do, and if you do not faithfully obey all his rules and
regulations that I am giving to you today, he will bring these curses upon you and he will let them have their full
force against you.

16He will curse you when you are in the cities
and he will curse you when you are working in the fields.
17He will curse you by not giving you much grain to make bread.

18He will curse you by giving you only a few children, by giving you poor crops, and by not giving you many cattle
and sheep.

19He will curse you everywhere—when you go out of your houses and when you come into your houses.
201f you do evil things and reject Yahweh,

he will curse you by causing you to be confused, and to be frustrated in all that you do,

until your enemies quickly and completely destroy you.

2lyahweh will send terrible diseases on you,

until not one of you remains alive in the land that you are about to enter and occupy.
22yahweh will afflict you with diseases that shrivel your bodies, with fever, with inflammation.
It will be extremely hot, and it will not rain.

There will be scorching winds, and he will cause your crops to rot.

All these things will strike you until you die.

23No rain will fall from the sky, with the result that the ground will be as hard as iron.

241nstead of sending rain, Yahweh will send strong winds to blow sand and dust over your land, until your land is
ruined.

25yahweh will enable your enemies to defeat you;

your soldiers will attack them from one direction, but will run away from them in seven directions,
and when the people of other nations see what is happening to you, they will say that it is horrible.
26y will die, and birds and wild animals will come and eat your corpses,

and there will not be anyone to scare them away.
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27yahweh will cause you to have boils on your skin, like he caused the people of Egypt to have many years ago.

He will cause you to have tumors, open sores, and your skin will itch, but there will be nothing that will cure those
diseases.

28yahweh will cause some of you to become insane; he will cause some of you to become blind, and he will cause
some of your minds to become confused.

29Because you will not be able to see where you are going, at midday you will grope around with your hands, like
people do in the darkness.

You will not prosper in anything that you do.

You will continually be oppressed and robbed, and there will not be anyone to help you.

30Some of you men will be engaged to marry a young woman, but someone else will forcibly sleep with her.
You will build houses, but you will never live in them.

You will plant grapevines, but you will not eat the grapes; someone else will eat them.

31your enemies will butcher your cattle while you watch them, and you will not get any of the meat to eat.
They will drag away your donkeys while you watch them do it, and they will not give them back to you.

They will take away your sheep; and there will not be anyone to help you rescue them.

32\While you watch, your sons and daughters will be given to foreigners to become their slaves. Every day you will
watch for your children to return, but you will watch in vain.

33people from a foreign nation will take all the crops that you worked hard to produce,

and they will constantly treat you harshly and cruelly.

34The result will be that all these terrible things that you see will cause you to become insane.
35yahweh will cause your legs to be covered with painful boils that cannot be healed,

and you will have boils from the bottom of your feet to the top of your head.

36yahweh will cause your king and the rest of you to be taken to another country, to a place in which you and your
ancestors have never lived,

and there you will worship and serve gods that are made of wood or stone.

37When the people groups in nearby countries see what has happened to you, they will be shocked;

they will taunt you and make fun of you in every place where Yahweh drives you.

38you will plant plenty of seeds in your fields, but you will reap only a small harvest, because locusts will eat the
crops.

39you will plant grapevines and take care of them, but you will not pick any grapes to make wine, because worms
will eat the vines.

400live trees will grow everywhere in your land, but you will not get any olive oil to rub on your skin because the
olives will drop on the ground before they are ripe.

41you will have sons and daughters, but they will not stay with you, because they will be captured and taken away.
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425warms of locusts will eat your crops and the leaves of all your trees.

43Foreigners who live in your land will become more and more powerful, and you will become less and less
powerful.

44They will have money to lend to you, but you will not have any money to lend to them.

They will be superior to you, and you will be inferior to them.

45All these disasters will happen to you and continue to happen to you until you are destroyed, if you do not do
what Yahweh your God told you to do, and do not obey all the rules and regulations that he gave to you.

46These disasters will solemnly warn you and your descendants forever what happens to groups who disobey
Yahweh.

47Because Yahweh blessed you abundantly in many ways, you should have served him very joyfully, but you did not
do that.

“8Therefore, you will work for the enemies whom Yahweh will send to attack you. You will be hungry and thirsty;
you will not have clothes to wear; and you will lack everything else that you need. And Yahweh will cause you to
become slaves and work hard until he destroys you.

49yahweh will bring against you an army from very far away, soldiers who speak a language that you do not
understand. They will swoop down on you quickly like an eagle. 5%They will be fierce looking. They will not act
mercifully toward anyone, not even young children and old people. 3'They will kill and eat your livestock, and they
will eat your crops, and you will starve. They will not leave for you any grain or wine or olive oil or cattle or sheep;
and you will all die from hunger. >2Your enemies will surround your towns throughout the land that Yahweh your
God is about to give to you, and they will break down the high and strong walls around your towns, walls which you
trusted would protect you.

33When your enemies are surrounding your towns, you will be extremely hungry, with the result that you will eat
the flesh of your own sons and daughters that Yahweh your God has given to you. 34-33When your enemies have
surrounded your towns, even the most gentle and sensitive men among you will want food very desperately, with
the result that they will kill their own children and eat their flesh, because they will not have anything else to eat.
They will not even share any of it with their brothers or wives whom they love very much or with any of their other
children who are still alive. 56-57Even the most gentle and kind women among you, who are very rich with the result
that they have never been forced to walk anywhere, will do the same thing. When your enemies have surrounded
your towns, those women will be extremely hungry, with the result that after they give birth to a child, they will
secretly kill the baby and eat its flesh and also eat the afterbirth. And they will not share any of it with their
husbands whom they love very much or with any of their other children.

381f you do not faithfully obey all of the laws that I am writing, and if you do not have the utmost respect for
Yahweh our glorious God, *®he will punish you by sending on you and on your descendants great afflictions and
plagues which will last for many years. 8He will bring on you the plagues that he sent on the people of Egypt, and
you will never be healed. 8"He will also send on you many other sicknesses and diseases that I have not talked
about in these laws, until you all will die. 82You became as numerous as the stars in the sky, but only a few of you

will remain alive, if you do not obey Yahweh your God. ®3Yahweh was very happy to do good things for you and to
cause you to become very numerous, but now he will be happy to ruin you and get rid of you. Those of you who do
not die from these plagues will be snatched away from the land that you will soon be entering to possess.

64yahweh will scatter you among many people groups, all over the earth, and in those places you will worship
other gods that are made of wood or stone, gods which you and your ancestors have never known. ®°In those
areas you will not have any peace. You will feel hopeless and be discouraged. ®¢You will always be afraid that your

enemies will kill you. You will be very fearful, all day and all night. ®’Because you will be very fearful and because
you will very distressed because of the terrible things that you see, each morning you will say ‘T wish it were
237 /1774



Deuteronomy Deuteronomy 29

evening already! and each evening you will say ‘I wish it were morning already!” 88Yahweh will send some of you
back to Egypt in ships, even though he promised that you would never be forced to go there again. There in Egypt
you will try to sell yourselves to become slaves of your enemies in order to have food to eat, but no one will buy
you.”

Chapter 29

1These are the covenantal commands of Yahweh that the Israelites were required to obey. When they were in the
region of Moab on the east side of the Jordan River, Moses commanded them to keep these regulations. These
regulations became part of the covenant that Yahweh had made with them at Mount Sinai.

2Moses summoned all the Israelite people and said to them, “You saw for yourselves what Yahweh did to the king
of Egypt and to his officials and to his entire country. 3You saw all the plagues that Yahweh sent on them, and all
the various miracles that he performed. 4But to this day, Yahweh has not enabled you to understand the meaning
of all that you have seen and heard. 3For forty years Yahweh has led you while you traveled through the desert.

During that time, your clothes and your sandals have not worn out. ®You did not have bread to eat or wine or other
fermented drinks to drink, but Yahweh took care of you, in order that you would know that he is your God.

7And when we came to this place, Sihon, the king who ruled in the city of Heshbon, and Og, the king who ruled the

region of Bashan, came out with their armies to attack us, but we defeated them. 8We took their land and divided it
among the tribes of Reuben and Gad, and half of the tribe of Manasseh.

950 obey faithfully all of this covenant, in order that you will prosper in everything that you do. 1®Today all of us are
standing in the presence of Yahweh our God—I, the leaders of all your tribes, your elders, your officials, all you

Israelite men, Myour wives, your children, and the foreigners who live among us and cut wood for us and carry
water for us. 12You are all here today to agree to accept this covenant with Yahweh, and to bind yourselves to it.

13He is making this agreement with you in order to make sure that you are his people, and that he is your God. This
is what he promised to do for you, and what he solemnly promised to your ancestors Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,

that he would do. 1#This covenant is not only with you. 1°God is making this agreement with us who are here today
and also with our descendants who are not yet born.

16you remember the things that our ancestors suffered in Egypt, and how they traveled through the land that
belonged to other nations after they came out of Egypt. 17In those countries they saw those disgusting idols made

of wood and stone and decorated with silver and gold. 1850 be sure that no man or woman or family or tribe that is
here today turns away from Yahweh our God, to worship any of the gods of those people groups. If you do that,
you will bring disaster on yourselves.

19Be sure that no one here today who hears the words of this covenant says to himself, ‘Everything will go well with
me, even if I stubbornly do what I want to." If you do that, the result will be that Yahweh will eventually destroy all
of you, both good people and evil people. 2%Yahweh will not forgive anyone who is stubborn like that. Instead, he
will be extremely angry with that person, and all the curses that I have told you about will happen to that person,
until Yahweh destroys that person and his family forever. 21From all the tribes of Israel, Yahweh will choose that
individual to suffer all the disasters that I have listed in the covenant—all the bad things that will happen to anyone
whom Yahweh curses for disobeying the laws that I have written in this scroll.

221 future years, your descendants and people from other countries will see the disasters and the illnesses that
Yahweh has caused to happen to you. 22They will see that all your land has been ruined by burning sulfur and salt.
Nothing will have been planted. Not even weeds will be there. Your land will resemble the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah, and the cities of Admah and Zeboyim, which Yahweh destroyed when he was very angry with those
people. 2*And the people from those other nations will ask, ‘Why did Yahweh do this to this land? Why was he so
angry with the people who lived here?
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25Then other people will reply, ‘It is because they refused to obey the covenant that they had made with Yahweh,
the God whom their ancestors worshiped, when he brought them out of Egypt. 26Instead, they wroshiped other

gods that they had never worshiped before, gods that Yahweh had not told them to worship. 27So Yahweh became
very angry with the people of this land, and he has caused to happen to them all the disasters that their leader

warned them about. 28Yahweh became extremely angry with them and took them out of their land, and threw
them into another land, and they are still there.’

29There are some things that Yahweh our God has kept secret, but he has revealed his law to us, and he expects us
and our descendants to obey it forever.

Chapter 30

11 have now told you about the ways that Yahweh our God will bless you if you obey him and the ways that he will
curse you if you disobey him. But if you choose not to obey his laws, some day you will be living in the countries to

which he will have scattered you, and you will remember what I told you. 2Then, if you and your children begin to

worship Yahweh our God and faithfully obey all that I have today commanded you to do, 3he will again act
mercifully toward you. He will bring you back from the nations to which he scattered you, and he will cause you to

be prosperous again. 4Even if you have been scattered to the most distant places on the earth, Yahweh our God
will gather you from there and bring you back to your land. >He will enable you to possess again the land where

your ancestors lived. And he will cause you to be more prosperous and more numerous than you are now. 8Yahweh
our God will change your inner beings, with the result that you will love him with all that you desire and with all

that you feel. And then you will continue to live in that land. ?Yahweh our God will send all the disasters that I have
told you about on your enemies and on those who oppressed you. As you did before, you will do what Yahweh

wants you to do, and you will obey all the commands that I have given to you today. °Yahweh our God will cause
you to be very prosperous in all that you do. You will have many children and many cattle, and you will produce
abundant crops. He will again be happy to enable you to prosper, just like he was happy to enable your ancestors

to prosper. 1%But he will do those things only if you do what he has told you to do, and only if you obey all his rules
and regulations that I have written about in this book, and only if you turn to Yahweh with all that you desire and
with all that you feel.

MThe commands that I am giving to you today are not very difficult for you to obey, and they are not difficult to
know. '2They are not hidden in heaven. You do not need to say, ‘Who can go up to heaven for us to bring them
down here to us so we can learn them? '3And they are not on the other side of the sea. You do not need to say,

‘Who will cross the sea for us and bring them back to us, so we can learn them? 1No, his commands are here with
you. You know them, and you can say them again and again. So you can easily obey them.

1550 listen! Today I am allowing you to choose between doing what is evil and doing what is good, between what
will enable you to live for a long time and what will cause you to die while you are still young. 1°I say again, if you
obey the decrees of Yahweh our God that I am giving to you today, and if you love him and conduct your lives as he
wants you to do, and if you obey all his rules and regulations, you will prosper and become very numerous, and
Yahweh our God will bless you in the land that you are about to enter and possess.

17But if you stop worshiping Yahweh, and if you refuse to obey what he says, and if you allow others to persuade

you to worship other gods, 181 am warning you today that you will soon die. Your people will not live for very long
in the land that you are about to cross the Jordan River to enter and possess.

191 am requesting everyone in heaven and on the earth to testify to you, that today I am allowing you to choose
whether you want to live for a long time or to soon die, whether you want Yahweh to bless you or to curse you. So
choose to live. 2°Decide to love Yahweh our God and to obey him. If you do that, you and your descendants will live
for a long time in the land that Yahweh solemnly promised to your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that he
would give to them.”
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Chapter 31

TWhen Moses finished saying all that to the Israelite people, 2“I am 120 years old. I am no longer able to go
everywhere that you need to go, so I cannot be your leader any longer. Furthermore, Yahweh has told me that I will
not cross the Jordan River. 3But Yahweh our God will go ahead of you. He will enable you to destroy the nations that
are living there, in order that you can occupy their land. Joshua will be your leader, which is what Yahweh has
already told me. 4Yahweh will do to those nations what he did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amor people
group when he destroyed their armies and their people groups. Yahweh will enable you to conquer those people
groups, but you must kill all of those people, which is what I have commanded you to do. ®Be brave and confident.
Do not be afraid of those people. Do not forget that it is Yahweh our God who will go with you. He will always help
you and never abandon you.”

7Then Moses called Joshua to his side and said to him, “Be brave and confident. You are the one who will lead these
people into the land that Yahweh promised to our ancestors that he would give to them, and you will enable them
to occupy it. 8It is Yahweh who will go ahead of you. He will be with you. He will always help you. He will never
abandon you. So do not be afraid or dismayed.”

IMoses wrote down all these laws and gave the scroll to the priests, who carried the sacred chest. He also gave the
scroll to all the Israelite elders. '®Moses told them, “At the end of every seven years, at the time that all debts are
canceled, read this to the people during the Festival of Shelters. 'Read it to all the Israelite people when they
gather at the place that Yahweh chooses for them to worship him. 12Gather together everyone—men, women,
children, even the foreigners who are living in your towns—in order that they may hear these laws and learn to
have an awesome respect for Yahweh our God, and to faithfully obey everything that is written in these laws. 13If
they do that, your descendants, who have never known these laws, will hear them and will also learn to have an
awesome respect for Yahweh our God, during all the years that they live in the land that you are about to cross the
Jordan River to occupy.”

14Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Listen carefully. You will soon die. Summon Joshua, and you will go to the sacred
tent with him, in order that I may appoint him to be the new leader.” So Joshua and Moses went to the sacred tent.

15There Yahweh appeared to them in a pillar of cloud, and that cloud was over the entrance to the tent. ®Yahweh
said to Moses, “You will soon die. Then these people will become unfaithful to me. They will stop obeying the
covenant that I made with them. They will begin to worship the foreign gods that are worshiped by the people of
the land that they will enter. 17When that happens, I will become very angry with them. I will abandon them and
refuse to help them any longer. Many bad things will happen to them, and they will be destroyed. Then they will say
among themselves, ‘These things are happening to us because our God is no longer with us.’ "8And because of all
the evil things that they will have done, and especially because they will have started to worship other gods, I will
refuse to help them.

1950 I am going to give you, Moses, a song. Write it on a scroll and teach it to the Israelite people and make them
memorize it. It will be like a witness that accuses them. 2°I am about to take them into a very fertile land, a land
that I solemnly promised their ancestors that I would give to them. There they will have plenty to eat, with the
result that their stomachs will always be full and they will become fat. But then they will turn to other gods and
start to worship them, and they will despise me and break the covenant that I have made with them. 2'And many
terrible disasters will happen to them. After that happens, their descendants will remember this song, and it will be
like a witness that says, ‘Now you know why Yahweh punished your ancestors.’ I will soon take them into the land
that I solemnly promised that I would give to them; but even now, before I do that, I know what they are thinking
that they will do when they are living there.” 2250 on the very day that Yahweh gave Moses that song, Moses also
taught it to the Israelite people.

23Then Yahweh appointed Joshua as leader and said to him, “Be brave and confident, because you will lead the
Israelite people into the land that I solemnly promised that I would give to them. And I will be with you.”
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24Moses finished writing all the law onto a scroll. 22Then he told the descendants of Levi, who were carrying the

Sacred Chest that contained the Ten Commandments, 26“Take this scroll on which these laws are written, and place
it beside the Sacred Chest that contains the covenant that Yahweh our God made with you, in order that it may

remain there to testify about what Yahweh will do to the people if they disobey him. ?7I say this because I know
that these people are very stubborn. They have rebelled against Yahweh all during the time that I have been with

them, and they will rebel much more after I die! 28So gather all the elders of the tribes and your officials, in order
that I can teach them the words of this song, and so that I can request all those who are in heaven and on the

earth to be witnesses to testify against these people. 2°I say this, because I know that after I die, the people will
become very wicked. They will stop doing everything that I have commanded them to do. And in the future,
because of all the evil things that they will do, they will cause Yahweh to become angry with them. Then he will
cause them to experience disasters.”

30Then, while all the Israelite people listened, Moses sang this entire song to them:

Chapter 32

14 isten to me, all you who are in the heavens,

and all you who are on the earth, listen to what I say.

2] wish that my song may help you like the rain helps you,

or like the dew on the ground in the morning,

or like a gentle rain on the young plants,

like showers of rain on the grass.

31 will praise Yahweh.

And all you people should praise how great our God is.

4He is like a rock on top of which we are protected;

everything that he does is perfect and completely just.

He always does what he says that he will do;

he never does anything that is wrong.

SBut you Israelite people have been very unfaithful to him;
because of your sins, you no longer deserve to be his children.
You are extremely wicked and deceitful.

6You foolish and senseless people,

is this the way that you should repay Yahweh for all that he has done for you?
He is your father; he created you;

he caused you to become a nation.

7Think about what happened long ago;

consider what happened to your ancestors.
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Ask your parents, and they will inform you;
ask the older people, and they will tell you.
8When God, who is greater than any other god, long ago divided the people into groups,
he assigned to the nations their land.
He determined where each people group should live
and limited to each people group their own gods.
9But Yahweh decided that we would be his people;
he chose us, the descendants of Jacob, to belong to him.
1%He saw our ancestors when they were in a desert,
wandering in a land that was desolate.
He protected them and took care of them,
as every person takes good care of his own eyes.
Myahweh protected his people just like an eagle encourages its babies to fly
and flutters over them,
spreading its wings and catching them if they start to fall.
12yahweh was the only one who led them;
no other foreign god helped them.
B3after they entered the land that Yahweh promised to give to them,
Yahweh enabled them to rule the hill country;
they ate the crops that grew in the fields.
They found honey in the rocks,
and their olive trees grew even in stony ground.
14The cows gave them plenty of curds; the goats gave them plenty of milk,
they had well fed sheep and cattle,
they had very good wheat,
and they made delicious wine from their grapes.
15The Israelite people became rich and prosperous,
but then they rebelled against God;
they abandoned him, the one who created them,
the one who powerfully saves them.

16He abandoned them because they started to worship other gods.
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Because of their worshiping disgusting idols,
he became angry.
17They offered sacrifices to gods who were really demons,
gods that their ancestors had never known;
they offered sacrifices to gods that they had recently found out about,
gods whom your ancestors had never had any respect for.
18They forgot the true God, the one who protects them,
the one who created them and caused them to live.
1®When Yahweh saw that they had abandoned him, he became angry,
so he rejected the Israelite people who were like his sons and daughters.
20He said, ‘They are very wicked people,
very unfaithful;
so I will no longer help them,
and then I will watch and see what happens to them.
21Because they now are worshiping idols, which are not really gods,
they have caused me to be like a jealous husband because I want them to worship only me.
So now, in order to cause them to become angry,
I will now send to attack them an army of a nation of worthless and foolish people.
221 will be very angry, and I will destroy them
like a fire that will burn all the way down to the place where dead people are;
that fire will destroy the earth and everything that grows on it,
and it will even burn what is down under the mountains.
231 will pile up on them many disasters;
they will feel as though I am shooting all my arrows on them.
24They will die because of being hungry and because of having hot fevers
and because of terrible diseases;
I will send wild animals to attack them,
and poisonous snakes to bite them.
25Qutside their houses, their enemies will kill them with swords,
and in their homes, their enemies will cause them to be terrified.

Their enemies will kill young men and young women,
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and they will kill infants and old people with gray hair.
261 wanted only to scatter them to distant countries
in order that no one would ever remember them.
27yt if 1 did that, their enemies would wrongly boast
that they were the ones who had gotten rid of my people;
they would say, “We are the ones who defeated them;
it was not Yahweh who has done all these things.”
28you Israelites are a nation of people who do not have any sense.
None of you are wise.
291f you were wise, you would understand why you would be punished;
you would have realized what was going to happen to you.
30you would have realized why a thousand of your soldiers would be defeated by only one of the enemy soldiers,
and why two of your enemies would chase away ten thousand Israelite soldiers.

You would realize that this would happen only if God, the one who always defended you, had put you in the hands
of your enemies,

that Yahweh had abandoned you.

31your enemies know that their gods are not powerful like Yahweh, our God,

so their gods could not have defeated us Israelites.

32your enemies are like grapevines planted near the ruins of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah;
the grapes from those vines are bitter and poisonous.

33The wine from those grapes is like the poison of snakes.

34yahweh says, ‘I know what I have planned to do to the Israelite people and to their enemies,
and I have locked up those plans as someone would lock up his valuable possessions.

351 am the one who will get revenge and pay those enemies back for what they have done to my people,
at the right time for them to be punished;

they will soon experience disasters,

and I will punish them quickly.’

36But Yahweh will say that you who are truly his people are innocent,

and he will act mercifully toward you who serve him,

when he sees that you are helpless,

and that there are very few of you, slaves or free people, who are still alive.
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37Then Yahweh will ask you, ‘Where are the gods

that you thought would protect you?

38you gave to those gods the best parts of the animals that you sacrificed,
and you poured out wine for them to drink.
So they should rise and help you;

they should be the ones who will protect you!

39But now you will realize that I, only I, am God;

there is no other god who is a real god.

I am the one who can kill people and who can cause people to live;
I can wound people, and I can heal people,

and there is no one who can prevent me from doing those things.
491 raise my hand toward heaven and solemnly declare

that just as sure as I live forever, I will act.

#lWwhen I sharpen my sword
and prepare to punish people,
I will get revenge on my enemies,

and I will pay back those who hate me.

421 will kill all of my enemies with a sword;
it will be as though I had arrows that were covered with their blood.
I will kill all those whom I capture

and cut off their heads.’

43you people of all nations, you should praise Yahweh's people,
because Yahweh gets revenge on those who kill the people who serve him,
and he cleanses his people’s land

which has become defiled because of their sins.”

44j0shua and Moses sang that song while the Israelite people were listening. 4*Then they finished singing to them
this song. 46Moses said, “Never forget all these commands that I have been giving you today. Teach these laws to

your children, in order that they will faithfully obey all of them. 4’These instructions are very important. If you obey
them, you will live a long time in the land that you are about to cross the Jordan River to occupy.”

480n that same day, Yahweh said to Moses, 4%“Go to the Abarim mountain range here in the region of Moab,
across from Jericho. Climb Mount Nebo and look toward the west to see Canaan, the land that I am about to give to
the Israelite people. *®You will die on that mountain, like your older brother Aaron died on Mount Hor. 3'You will
die because both of you disobeyed me in the presence of the Israelite people, when you all were at the springs of
Meribah near Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin. You did not honor and respect me in the presence of the Israelite
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people in the way that I deserve because I am God. >?When you are on that mountain where I told you to go, you
will see in the distance in front of you the land that I am about to give to the Israelite people, but you will not enter

it.”

Chapter 33

Before God's prophet Moses died, he asked God to bless the Israelite people. 2This is what he said:

“Yahweh came and spoke to us at Mount Sinai;

he came like the sun rises in the region of Edom

and like his light shone on us when we were in the desert near Mount Paran after we left Mount Sinai.

He came with ten thousand angels,

and there was a flaming fire at his right side.

3Yahweh truly loves his people

and protects all those who belong to him.

So they prostrate themselves in front of him,

and they listen to his instructions.

41 gave them laws to obey,

laws that would forever be for the descendants of Jacob.
35S0 Yahweh became the king of his Israelite people
when all the tribes and their leaders had gathered together.
61 say this about the tribe of Reuben:

I desire that their tribe will never disappear,

but that they will never become numerous.

71 say this about the tribe of Judah:

Yahweh, listen to them when they call out for help;

and after they separate from the other tribes, unite them with the other tribes again.

Fight for them,

and help them to fight against their enemies.

8] say this about the tribe of Levi:

Yahweh, give to those who are dedicated to you the sacred stones that they will use to find out what you want to

be done;

You tested them at a spring in the desert, a spring that they named Massah and also named Meribah

to find out if they would remain loyal to you.
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9The tribe of Levi did what you told them to do
and obeyed the covenant that you had made with the Israelite people;
those laws were more important to them

than their siblings and parents and children.

19The tribe of Levi will teach the Israelite people your decrees and your laws,

and they are the ones who will burn incense and who will completely burn on the altar the offerings that the
people bring.

Myahweh, bless their work

and accept all that they do.

Crush all their enemies;

do not enable their enemies to be able to fight against them again.

12 say this about the tribe of Benjamin:

They are the tribe that Yahweh loves;

he keeps them safe.

He protects them continually,

and he lives among their hills.

131 say this about the tribes of Joseph:

I desire that Yahweh will bless their land

by giving them rain from the sky

and water from deep down in the ground.

141 desire that Yahweh will bless their land by giving them good fruit ripened by the sun
and good crops in the right months.

151 desire that Yahweh give them that very nice fruit that will grow on trees in their ancient mountains.
161 desire that Yahweh will bless their land and that he fill the land with many good crops.
I desire that Yahweh will bless the tribes of Joseph in all those ways,

because he was the leader over his older brothers when they were in Egypt.

17The descendants of Joseph will be as strong as a bull;

with their weapons they will wound their enemies like a wild ox gores other animals with its horns.
They will push other people groups,

all of them, to the most distant places on the earth.

That is what the descendants of the two sons of Joseph will do,

the ten thousands of the tribe of Ephraim and the thousands of the tribe of Manasseh.
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181 say this about the tribes of Zebulun and Issachar:

I desire that the people of Zebulun will prosper in their travels across the seas,

and that the people of Issachar will prosper while they stay at home and take care of their cattle and crops.
19They will invite people from the other Israelite tribes to the mountain where they worship Yahweh,
and they will offer correct sacrifices to him.

They will become rich from the trade that they carry out on the seas

and from using the sand along the sea to make things.

201 53y this about the tribe of Gad:

Praise Yahweh, the one who made their territory large.

The people of their tribe will attack their enemies fiercely like a lion that crouches,

waiting to tear off the arm or the scalp of some animal.

21They chose the best part of the land for themselves;

a large share of the land, a share that should be given to a leader was allotted to them.

When the leaders of the tribes of Israel gathered together,

they decided that the tribe of Gad should have a large share of the land.

The tribe of Gad obeyed the commands of Yahweh and the things that he decided that they should do.
221 53y this about the tribe of Dan:

The people of the tribe of Dan are like a young lion;

they leap out from their caves in the region of Bashan to attack their enemies.

231 say this about the tribe of Naphtali:

The people of the tribe of Naphtali have been blessed by Yahweh, who has been very kind to them;
their land extends far south from Lake Galilee.

241 say this about the tribe of Asher:

Yahweh will bless the descendants of Asher more than he will bless the other tribes.

Yahweh will favor them most of all.

I desire that their land will be filled with olive trees that will produce a lot of olives to make olive oil.
25Their towns will be protected by high walls with gates that have bronze and iron bars;

I desire all the time that they live and not be harmed by anyone.

26you people of Israel, there is no god like your God,

who rides majestically across the sky to help you.

27God, who lives forever, is the one who gives you refuge;
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it is as though he puts his everlasting arms under you to support you.
He will drive out your enemies while you advance;
he has told you to destroy all of them.
2850 you Israelite people will live safely;
you descendants of Jacob will not be disturbed by others;
in the land where you will live, there will be plenty of grain and wine,
and plenty of rain will fall from the sky.
2you people of Israel, how fortunate are you.
There is certainly no nation like your nation,
whom Yahweh has rescued from being slaves in Egypt.
He will be like a shield to protect you
and like a sword to enable you to defeat your enemies.
Your enemies will come to you begging for you to act mercifully toward them,

but you will trample on their backs.”

Chapter 34

1Then Moses climbed up from the plains in the region of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the highest point on Mount
Pisgah, which is across the Jordan River from Jericho. There Yahweh showed him all the land that the Israelites

would occupy. He showed him the region of Gilead as far north as the city of Dan; 2all the land that the tribe of
Naphtali would occupy; all the land that the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh had occupied; all the land that the

tribe of Judah would occupy as far west as the Mediterranean Sea; 3the desert area in the south part of Judah; and

the Valley of the Jordan that extends from Jericho in the north to the city of Zoar in the south. 4Then Yahweh said to
him, “You have now seen this land that I solemnly promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying ‘I will give it to
your descendants.’I have allowed you to see it from a distance, but you will not go there.”

35S0 Moses, who always served Yahweh faithfully, died there in the land of in Moab, which is what Yahweh said
would happen. ®Yahweh buried Moses’ body in the valley in the land of Moab, across from the town of Beth Peor,
but to this day no one knows where he is buried. Moses was 120 years old when he died, but he was still very
strong, and he could still see very well. 8The Israelite people mourned for him in the plains of Moab for thirty days.

9God caused Joshua to be very wise, because Moses had put his hands on Joshua to appoint him to be their new
leader. The Israelite people obeyed Joshua, and they obeyed all the commands that Yahweh had given to Moses to
tell to the Israelite people.

195ince the time that Moses lived, there has never been a prophet in Israel like him, for Yahweh spoke with him
face to face. ""No other prophet has performed all the kinds of powerful miracles that Yahweh caused him to do

against Pharaoh, king of Egypt, against all his servants, and against the people of Egypt. 12No other prophet has
been able to perform all the great and terrifying deeds that Moses performed while all the Israelites watched.
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Joshua

Chapter 1

1After Moses the servant of Yahweh, died, Yahweh said this to Nun's son Joshua, who had been Moses’ servant
leader: He said, 2“You know that my servant Moses is now dead. So now get ready to cross over the Jordan River,
you and all these people. Enter the land that I will soon give to the people of Israel. 3Everywhere you walk in this

land, I will give to you, as I promised Moses. 4That land will extend from the wilderness in the south to the Lebanon
mountains in the northwest, to the Euphrates River, and to the Mediterranean Sea on the west. It will include all the

land where the Hittites live. >No group will be able to defeat you as long as you live. I will help you as I helped
Moses. I promise that I will not abandon you and I will never leave you.

6Be strong and brave, because you will lead these people so they can take this land as their own, the land that I
promised to give to their ancestors. 7Just be strong and very brave. Be sure to obey all the laws that my servant
Moses taught you; carry out each one of them. If you do so, you will be successful wherever you go. 8Talk with each
other about the book of the law that Moses taught you. Think about those laws during the day and during the
night. Follow the laws and do what they tell you to do, and they teach you to live so you may gain wealth and be
successful. ?Do not forget that I have commanded you to be strong and brave. Do not be afraid and do not be
discouraged. I, Yahweh your God, will be with you wherever you go.”

19Then Joshua commanded the leaders of the people of Israel, 1'“Go throughout the camp and give these orders to
the people: 'Prepare all the food that you will take with you. In three days you will go across the Jordan River in
front of you, and you will go in and capture the land that Yahweh, your God, is about to give to you.”

12Then Joshua spoke to the families of the descendants of Reuben and Gad, and to the half of the tribe of

Manasseh that was going to settle on the east side of the Jordan River: 13“Keep in mind the orders that Moses the
servant of Yahweh, gave you. Moses said, 'Yahweh, your God, has promised to give you a place where you can

settle down permanently—this place will be the land where you will live. Your wives, your little children, and your
livestock may stay here in this land on the east side of the Jordan River, but all your soldiers and your fellow

tribesmen must cross the river, ahead of your other fellow Israelites, in order to help them. "3You must help them
in battle until Yahweh has enabled your fellow Israelites to permanently settle in the land there, the land that they
will capture, the land that Yahweh your God is giving to them. Then each of you will come back to the land that you
will settle in, and you will live there—I mean the land that Moses, Yahweh's servant, gave you here on the east side
of the Jordan River.”

16The people answered Joshua, “We will obey every order you have given us, and we will go wherever you tell us to

go. We will obey you just as we obeyed Moses. We pray that Yahweh will be with you as he was with Moses. ¥we
will put to death anyone who rebels and refuses to follow your orders. Just remember, Joshua, to be strong and
brave!”

Chapter 2

1Then Joshua chose two men from their camp at Acacia. He told them, “Go find out all that you can about the land,
especially about Jericho.” They left the camp, and they came to Jericho, to the house of a prostitute whose name

was Rahab. They stayed there. 2Someone told the king of Jericho, “Look! Some Israelite men have come here
tonight to look at our land!” 3So the king sent a messenger to tell Rahab, “Bring out the men who came to you and

entered your house, because they have come here to look at our land!” #Now the woman had taken the men and
hidden them in her house. So she said to the king's men, “Yes, it is true that those men came to me, but I did not
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know where they had come from. 5They left when it was dark, about the time that the guards close the city gates. I

do not know where they were going. If you hurry, you might catch up with them.” ®But in reality, the woman had
taken the two men up on to the flat roof of her house and hidden them under bundles of flax that were drying on

her roof. “The king’s men went out of the city to search for them on the road that leads to the fords across the
Jordan River. The guards shut the city gates as the king's men went out.

8Before the Israelite men lay down to sleep that night, Rahab went up to the roof and said to them, “We know that
Yahweh has given you this land. All our people are terrified of you—we are so afraid of you that we will not resist

you at all. "®We have heard about how Yahweh dried up the water of the Sea of Reeds for you to cross when you
left EQypt. We heard what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites who lived on the other side of the

Jordan River, and how you totally destroyed everyone and everything in their kingdom. 1"When we heard about
those things, we were terrified. We no longer have courage to fight against you, for Yahweh is God, and he rules

everything up in heaven and down here on earth. '2So now I want you to solemnly promise me before Yahweh, so
that he may punish you if you do not do what you say. Promise me that you will act kindly to me and my family.

Give me a guarantee that you will do what you promise, '3and that you will spare the lives of my father and my
mother, my brothers and sisters, and all of their families, and that you will rescue my family when the Israelites

destroy this city.” "The two men replied, “We will give up our lives if we do not do as we say! If you do not tell
others what we are planning to do, then we will have to act kindly toward all your family, when Yahweh gives us

this land.” '*One of the outside walls of the house where Rahab lived was part of the wall of the city. She fastened a
rope through a window that was built into the wall, so the men could climb out the window and down the wall.

16Then she said to them, “When you leave the city, go up into the hills so that the men who are searching for you
will not find you. Hide in caves in the hills for three days until the men who are searching for you come back. Then

you can return to your camp.” 7The two men gave her a red cord and said to her, “This is what you must do, if you

do not do this, we will not be required to do what we have solemnly promised. 18When we come into the land, you
must tie this red cord in the window by which you let us down, and you must gather together your father and your

mother and your brothers, and everyone in your father’s household. 1°If anyone in your family goes outside this
house into the street, he will be risking his life, and we will not be responsible if he is killed. But if anyone who is in

this house with you is injured, we will be guilty. 2%Also, if you tell anyone what we are planning to do, we are not
required to do what we had promised to do for you and your family.” 2Rahab said, “I agree to do what you say.” So

she sent them away, and they left her. And she tied the red cord so it would hang out of the window. 22When the
two men left the city, they went up into the hills. They stayed there for three days while the men who had been sent
by the king continued to search for them. They searched all along the road, but they did not find the two men.

23Then the two men started back toward their camp. They went down to the river, crossed it and returned so they

could report to Joshua. They told him everything that had happened to them. 24They said to Joshua, “Yahweh has
indeed given this land to us. The people there will not be able to resist us because they are too afraid.”

Chapter 3

Tjoshua and all the other Israelites got up early the next morning. They left their camp at the Acacias and went
down to the Jordan River. They camped there before they crossed over the river. 2After three days, the officers went

through the middle of the camp. 3They instructed the people, “As soon as you see the priests, some of the
descendants of Levi, carrying the sacred chest of Yahweh your God, then you will know it is time to leave this place

and follow the sacred chest. #Keep nine hundred meters away from it. Do not come closer than that to it. You do
not know the way you should go, since you have not gone this way before.”

3Then Joshua told the people, “Perform the ceremonies needed to make yourselves acceptable to Yahweh and to
give him honor, because tomorrow he is going to do things for you that will amaze you.”

5Then Joshua said to the priests, “Carry the chest and go in front of the people.” So they lifted up the sacred chest
and went in front of the people.
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7Then Yahweh said to Joshua, “This is the day that I will begin to show all people of Israel that you are a great
leader. Then they will honor you and know that, as I was with Moses, I am with you. Tell the priests who are
carrying the sacred chest, "'When you come to the edge of the Jordan River, stand still in the Jordan.” °Then Joshua
said to the people of Israel, “Come here and listen to what Yahweh, your God, has said. 1%This is how you will know
that God, who can do anything, is among you. With your own eyes you will see how he will take away the land from
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 11See! The
sacred chest that belongs to the God who rules over all the earth, is about to be carried into the Jordan River ahead
of you. 1250 choose twelve men, one from each of the tribes of Israel. 1®When the priests who are carrying the
chest set their feet in the waters of the Jordan River, the water will stop flowing. The water coming from upstream
will stop and stay in one heap. It will not flow down the river.”

1450 when the Israelite crossed the river, the priests who were carrying sacred chest went in front of them. 1*And
as soon as the priests reached the edge of the Jordan river and stepped into the water (now it was the springtime,

when the river floods over its banks), 1%and the water stopped flowing and it piled up far upstream. The water did
not flow in the Jordan from the town called Adam, near Zarethan, all the way down to the Sea of Arabah (which is

called the Dead Sea), so the people were able to cross the river near Jericho. " The priests who were carrying the
sacred chest of Yahweh stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan River; they continued to stand there until
all the people of Israel crossed the river on dry ground.

Chapter 4

1After the people of Israel all crossed over the Jordan River, Yahweh said to Joshua, 2“Choose twelve men, one from
each tribe, and tell them to pick up twelve large stones from the middle of the Jordan, where the priests are

standing in the dry riverbed. 3Carry those stones and put them down at the place you will stay tonight.”

4SoJoshua chose twelve men, one from each tribe. Joshua called them together 5and said to them, “Go into the
middle of the Jordan riverbed, to the place where the priests are standing and holding the sacred chest that
Yahweh, your God, gave you. Each of you must pick up a large stone, one for each tribe, each one carrying a stone
on his shoulder—twelve stones for the twelve tribes of the people of Israel. eThese stones will be a monument for
you to see. In the future, your children will ask, ‘'What do these stones mean?’ ’Tell them that the water in the
Jordan River was blocked off when the priests were carrying the sacred chest that Yahweh gave us. When the chest
was carried into the Jordan River, the water was blocked off so that we were able to cross the Jordan on dry ground.
Where we leave these stones is the place for the people of Israel to forever remember what Yahweh has done.”

850 the people of Israel did what Joshua commanded them to do. They went and picked up twelve large stones
from the middle of the Jordan riverbed, one stone for each of the tribes of Israel, just as Yahweh had told Joshua,

and they carried the stones to where they were staying, and they put the stones down there. °Then Joshua took
twelve other stones and stacked them up in the middle of the Jordan River, where the priests who carried the
sacred chest of Yahweh were standing. And that monument is still there to this day.

19The priests who carried the chest stood in the middle of the Jordan River until the people had finished crossing
the river, as Yahweh had commanded Joshua to tell them to do. This also was as Moses had commanded Joshua to

do. The people crossed the river quickly. 1As soon as all the people had crossed over, then the sacred chest of

Yahweh and the priests who carried it, crossed over. All the people were there watching. '2The soldiers of the tribes
of Reuben, Gad, and of half of the soldiers of the tribe of Manasseh, crossed over ahead of the rest of the Israelite

people. As Moses had ordered them to do, they marched in the formation of an army. '3About forty thousand men
were marching before Yahweh. These men were armed and prepared for war, and they were heading for the plains
of Jericho where they would fight a battle. #0n that day, all the people of Israel saw that Yahweh had made Joshua
a great leader. And they honored Joshua just as they had honored Moses—all the days of his life. 1>Yahweh said to
Joshua, 18“Now order the priests who are carrying the sacred chest of the testimony to come up from the dry

Jordan riverbed.” '7So Joshua commanded the priests to come up from the river. 18Then the priests, carrying the
sacret chest containing the Ten Commandments that Yahweh had given to Moses, came up out of the riverbed.
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And as soon as they walked up out of the riverbed, the water of the Jordan River flowed again, and the river
flooded over again, as it had done four days before.

191t was on the tenth day of the first month of that year that the people crossed over the Jordan River and they
camped at a place called Gilgal (which is east of the city of Jericho). 2%joshua set up the large stones at Gilgal. 2'He
said to the people of Israel, “In the future, your descendants will ask, 'Why are these stones here?’ 227¢|| them, 'This

is where Israel crossed the Jordan River on dry ground.’ 23Yahweh, your God, dried up the river for you, until you
had all crossed over. Yahweh, the God you worship, did to the Jordan River just as he did to the Sea of Reeds, when

he caused it to become dry until we had all crossed over it, just as he did here. 24Yahweh did that in order that all
the peoples of the earth may know that he is powerful, and so you may forever give him the honor he deserves.”

Chapter 5

1All the kings of the Amorites on the west of the Jordan River and all the kings of Canaanites, who lived close to the
Mediterranean coast, heard about how Yahweh had dried up the water of the Jordan River until all the people of
Israel had crossed over. They were so afraid that they became too afraid to fight the Israelites, because they had
heard all about them.

2At that time Yahweh said to Joshua, “Now make knives from flint stones and circumcise all the Israelite males who
have not been circumcised.” 350 Joshua made sharp stone knives and circumcised the Israelite males at a place

that is now called Gibeath Haaraloth. 4The reason they did that is that all the men who left Egypt, all those old
enough to be soldiers, they all had been circumcised, but all of them had died in the desert after they left Egypt.

5They had been circumcised in Egypt, but the boys who had been born while they were in the desert after they left

Egypt, had not been circumcised. 6The people of Israel walked through the desert for forty years, until all the
people, including all the men who were old enough to be soldiers, they all had died. They had not obeyed Yahweh,
so Yahweh said that they would not see the land that he had promised to them—a land that was very fertile—the

land was so fertile that they said it had milk and honey flowing through it, just as rivers flow with water. “The sons
of those who had disobeyed Yahweh were the ones whom Joshua circumcised at Gilgal. They were circumcised

because they had not been circumcised while they were traveling in the desert. 8After all the Israelite males had

been circumcised, they remained in the camp and rested until they healed. °Then Yahweh said to Joshua, “Today I
have rolled away the disgrace of Egypt from you.” So, the name of the place is Gilgal, even now.

191 the evening of the fourteenth day of that month, while the Israelite people were camped at Gilgal, on the plain
near the city of Jericho, there they celebrated the Passover feast. "1The day after the Passover they ate some bread

made without yeast, and they roasted the grain. 2The next day God stopped sending manna for them to eat. They
ate food that had grown in the land of Canaan beginning that year.

BBwhile Joshua was standing near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man in front of him. The man had drawn his
sword and was holding it in his hand. Joshua approached him and asked him, “Are you on our side, or are you on

the side of our enemies?” The man said to Joshua, “Neither side. I am the commander of Yahweh's army, and now
I have come.” Then Joshua fell to the ground with his face on the earth to show him respect. Joshua said to him,

“What do you, my master, command me to do? I am your servant.” 1>The commander of Yahweh's army said to
Joshua, “Take your sandals off of your feet, for the ground on which you are standing is holy.” So Joshua took off his
sandals.

Chapter 6

TNow every gate of the city of Jericho was shut tight, because the people were afraid of the army of Israel. No one
could go enter or leave the city. 2Yahweh said to Joshua, “See what I am doing! I am giving Jericho to you. It will be
yours—the city along with its king and all its brave soldiers. 3You will march around the city, one time all the way

around it. All the brave soldiers will go around it one time each day for six days. 4Tell seven priests to march around
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with them. They will each carry a trumpet as they march before the sacred chest of Yahweh. On the seventh day,
the army must march around the city seven times, and the priests must play the trumpets with a loud blast of
sound while they march. >After they have all marched around the city seven times, the priests must make a very
long blast with their ram's horn trumpets. When the people of Israel hear that, they must shout very loudly, and
the city wall will collapse. Then every soldier must advance straight into the city.”

650 Joshua summoned the priests and said to them, “Tell four priests to carry Yahweh's sacred chest, and tell seven
other priests to carry trumpets made from ram’s horns and let them go in front of the sacred chest of Yahweh.”
7And he told the people, “Go on and march around the city and let the armed men go ahead of Yahweh's sacred
chest.”

8just as Joshua commanded his army, the seven priests, each one carrying a trumpet, marched as Yahweh had
directed them. As they walked around the city, the priests gave a blast on their trumpets. The ones who carried
Yahweh's sacred chest followed them. °The armed soldiers marched in front of the priests who were blowing on
their trumpets. When the rest of the soldiers followed the chest, while they were all marching, the priests kept
blowing their trumpets. '9But the rest of the people were silent, because Joshua had commanded them, saying,
“Do not make a war cry. Do not yell or say even one word until the day when I tell you to shout. On that day, you
must shout!” 1So the men carrying Yahweh's sacred chest and all the others did what Joshua told them to do. They
marched around the city once each day. Then they all returned to the camp and stayed there at night.

12The next morning, Joshua and the priests got up early and picked up Yahweh's sacred chest. '3The seven priests
who were carrying trumpets made of rams horns went in front of the men carrying the sacred chest. They gave
loud blasts from their trumpets as they marched. The soldiers walked in front of them and the rear guard of the
army followed the sacred chest of Yahweh. Again, the priests kept blowing their trumpets. 1So on that second day,
once again they marched around the city one time and then returned to the camp. They did the same thing for six
days.

150n the seventh day, they got up at dawn; they all marched around the city the same way that they had done
before, but this time they marched around the city seven times. 1%As they were marching around the seventh time,
when the priests were about to sound the long blast on their trumpets, Joshua commanded the people, “Shout!
Because Yahweh is giving this city to you! 17Yahweh has declared that you must destroy the city and everything in it
to show that it belongs to him. Only Rahab the prostitute will live—and all who are in her house with her—because
she hid the spies we sent. '8And because Yahweh has declared that everything must be destroyed, you must not
take any of the things in the city. If you take anything, you will cause Yahweh to destroy the camp of Israel and
bring trouble to it. 1°But all the silver and gold and articles made from iron and bronze that you find, you must set
apart for Yahweh. You must put those things in his treasury.”

2050 they did what Joshua told them to do. When the priests blew a long blast on their trumpets, the people gave a
loud shout, and the wall of the city collapsed! Then the people went up into the city, going straight into the city
from wherever they were standing when the wall fell, and they captured the city. 21They killed every living thing in
the city—men and women, young people and old people, even cattle and sheep and donkeys.

22Then Joshua said to the two men who had spied on the land, “Go to the prostitute’s house. Bring her out, along
with all her family, just as you solemnly promised to her.” 2350, the young men who had examined the land went
and brought Rahab out. They brought out her father, mother, brothers, and all the relatives that were with her. They
brought them to a place outside the camp of Israel. 24Then they burned the city, along with everything in it. They
saved the silver, gold, and all the vessels of bronze and iron, which they put into the treasury of the house of
Yahweh. 25ButJoshua allowed Rahab the prostitute, and her father’s household, and everyone with her, to live. Her
descendants live in Israel to this day because she hid the spies that Joshua sent to spy on Jericho, and they
promised to spare her life.

26t that time, Joshua declared this very solemnly: “May Yahweh curse anyone who rebuilds this city, Jericho. When
that person lays its foundation, may his oldest son die. And when he finishes building the city wall and sets up its
gates, may his youngest son die.”
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27yahweh was with Joshua, and everyone in the land knew who Joshua was.

Chapter 7

Tyahweh had commanded that all the things that they had captured in Jericho should be destroyed to show that
they belonged to him. But there was a man from the tribe of Judah named Achan. He was a son of Carmi, a
grandson of Zabdi, and a great-grandson of Zerah. He disobeyed what Yahweh had commanded and took for
himself some of those things. So Yahweh became very angry with the Israelites.

2Now Joshua told some of his men to go from Jericho to the city of Ai, which was east of Bethel and near Beth Aven.
He said to them, “Go to Ai and scout the area.” So the men went up and they scouted the town.

3When they returned to Joshua they said, “There are only a few people in Ai. So just send two or three thousand to
attack them. There is no need to make all our soldiers go.” 4So about three thousand Israelite men went to attack
Ai. But they did not defeat them. Instead, they had to run for their lives. >The enemy killed about thirty-six Israelites
and chased the rest from the city gate to the bottom of the hill, and then to a place where people had cut stone out
from a hill. When the people of Israel saw this, they were very afraid and lost all their courage.

6joshua and the other Israeli leaders tore their clothes because they were very sad about being defeated. They
prostrated themselves on the ground in front of the Sacred Tent in which was the sacred chest. They stayed there
until that evening. They also threw dirt on their heads to show that they were very sad about what had happened.
7Then Joshua prayed and said, “Yahweh Lord, you brought us Israelites safely across the Jordan River. So why are
you now allowing the Amorites to destroy us? We should have made a different decision; we should have stayed on

the other side of the Jordan River! 80 Lord, I have no more words to say to you. Israel has run away in defeat. We

have turned our backs in shame as we ran away from our enemies. I do not know what to say. °The Canaanites and
all the other people who are living in this land will hear about this. Then they will surround us and kill all of us! Then
what will you do to defend your honor?”

10yt Yahweh said to Joshua, “Stand up! Stop lying there with your face in the dirt! "'Israel has sinned. You have
disobeyed the commands that I told you to obey. They have lied, they have stolen, and they have taken what they
stole and put them in with their own possessions, in order to hide it. 12That is why the people of Israel have been
unable to defeat their enemies. That is why they have run away, and now you yourselves will be destroyed. If you
do not do as I commanded you and destroy everything that you took from Jericho, I will not help you anymore!

3Now go and tell the people that tomorrow they must set themselves apart and prepare to honor Yahweh. “You
have kept for yourselves the things that I told you to destroy, that should have been given to me,” says Yahweh, the
God of Israel. “You will never defeat your enemies until you get rid of those things you took from Jericho that you
have hidden with your possessions.”

14Tomorrow morning you must present yourselves before me, tribe by tribe. Then the tribe that I select by lot will
come before me by each of their families. The family that I select by lot will come near by each of their households.
The household that I select by lot will come before me each one, one at a time. 15Then the one who has taken
some of the things that should have been given to me—he will be destroyed in a fire. He and everything he owns
will be burned, because he has disobeyed the promise and agreement that Yahweh made with us, and he has
committed a disgraceful sin among the people of Israel.”

16Early the next morning, Joshua told all the Israelite people to come near to the place of worship, tribe by tribe.
When they did that, Yahweh indicated that a man from the tribe of Judah was the one selected. 17Then the clans of
Judah presented themselves, and Yahweh selected the clan of Zerah. Then the families of Zerah's clan presented
themselves, and Yahweh indicated that he was selecting someone from the family of Zabdi. 8Then Joshua told the
men from that family to present each member of their family, one at a time, so that the guilty person may be
selected. And Yahweh indicated that Achan was the guilty man and he was taken out of the people of Judah. Achan
was the son of Carmi; Carmi was the son of Zabdi; and Zabdi was the son of Zerah.
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19Then Joshua said to Achan, “Son, make your confession to Yahweh, the God of Israel. Tell me what you did, and
do not try to hide it from me.”

20Achan replied, “It is true. I have sinned against Yahweh, the God of Israel. This is what I did: 2'Among the things
in Jericho that I saw was a beautiful coat from Babylonia. I also saw over two kilograms of silver and some gold that
weighed six hundred grams. I wanted those things very much for myself, so I took them. I buried them in the
ground under my tent. You will find them there. The silver is buried beneath it all.”

2250 Joshua sent some men to find those things. They ran to Achan’s tent and found all the things hidden there.

23The men brought them all out of the tent and took them to Joshua and the rest of Israel. Then they laid them out,
like an offering to Yahweh.

24Then Joshua and the rest of the people led Achan down to the valley of Akor. They also brought the silver, the
coat, the gold, Achan's wife and sons and daughters, and his cattle and donkeys and sheep, and his tent, and

everything else that he owned. 23joshua said, “I do not know why you caused so much trouble for us, but now
Yahweh will bring trouble to you.” Then all the people threw stones at Achan so that he died, and they burned them
all with fire, and they threw stones at them all.

26They piled rocks over the ashes of their corpses, and those rocks are still there. That is why that valley is called
the Valley of Trouble to this day. After that, Yahweh was no longer angry with the Israeli people.

Chapter 8

1Then Yahweh said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid or discouraged. Take with you all the soldiers you have and go
there again. Go up to Ai. See! I am giving you victory over the king of Ai, and you will capture his people, and his

city, and his land. 2Your army will do to the people of Ai and their king like what you did to the people of Jericho and
their king. But this time I will permit you to take all their possessions and keep them for yourselves. But first, tell
some of your soldiers to hide behind the city and prepare to attack it.”

350 Joshua led all his army toward Ai. He chose thirty thousand men—his strongest men, men known for their

bravery in battle—and he sent them out during the night. “He said to them, “Pay attention! Some of you must
prepare a surprise attack on the city—an attack formed behind the city. Do not go far from the city. All of you get

ready to attack. 51 and the men who are with me will march toward the city in the morning. The men in the city will

come out to fight us, as they did before. Then we will turn around and start to run away from them. éThey will think
that we are running away from them like we did before. So they will chase us away from the city. While we are

running away from them, “those of you who are hiding must come out and rush into the city and capture it.

Yahweh, your God, will give the city to you. 8After you capture the city, burn it. Do what Yahweh has commanded us
to do. Those are the orders I am giving to you.”

9Then Joshua prepared to send some of them to hide and wait between Ai and Bethel, which was west of Ai. But
Joshua slept that night among the main force of soldiers.

1%Early the next morning, Joshua gathered his soldiers together. He led the soldiers and the other Israelite leaders;
they all went to attack the people of Ai. "'They all set up their tents close to Ai, just to the north of the city, where all

the people of the city could see them. There was a valley between them and the city of Ai. )Joshua had taken
about five thousand men and told them to go and stay hidden so they could make a surprise attack, just west of

the city, between Ai and Bethel. 13S0 those men did that. The main group of soldiers was north of the city, and the
others were hiding west of the city. That night Joshua went down into the valley.

14When the king of Ai saw the Israelite army, he and his soldiers got up early the next morning and quickly went
out of the city to fight them. They went to a place east of the city, and from there they could look over the plain of
the Jordan River, but they did not know that some Israelite soldiers were hiding ready to attack them from behind

the city. 1°Joshua and the Israelite soldiers who were with him allowed the army of Ai to push them back. And the
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army of Israel ran toward the wilderness. '®The men in Ai were ordered to chase after Joshua and his men. So they
left the city and pursued Joshua and his army. 17All the men of Ai and the men of Bethel pursued the Israelite army.
They did not leave even one man in Ai to defend it. And they left the city gates wide open as they went to pursue
after the soldiers of Israel.

18Then Yahweh said to Joshua, “Lift up your spear and point it toward Ai, because I am going to enable your
soldiers to capture it!” So Joshua pointed his spear toward Ai. *When the Israelite men who were hiding saw that,
they rushed out from the places where they were hiding and ran into the city. They captured it and quickly set it on
fire.

20\hen the men of Ai looked back, they saw smoke rising from their city. But they could not escape, because the
Israelite troops stopped running away and had turned around and now were facing the army that had been
coming after them. 2'Joshua and his men saw that the men who had been hiding had captured the city and were
burning it, and they saw the smoke rising. So they turned back and began killing the men of Ai. 2?Meanwhile, the
soldiers who had captured the city came out and attacked them from the rear. So the men of Ai were surrounded
by the two groups of Israelite soldiers. None of the men of Ai escaped. The Israelites fought until they killed all of
them. 23But they captured the king of Ai and brought him to Joshua.

24while they were fighting, the Israelite army pursued the men of Ai into the fields and into the wilderness, and
killed all of them. Then they went to Ai and killed everyone and anything still alive there. 25They killed twelve
thousand men and women on that day. They killed all the people of Ai. 26Joshua continued to point his spear

toward Ai until all the people in Ai had been killed. 2’The Israelite soldiers took for themselves the animals and the
other things that had belonged to the people of Ai, just as Yahweh had told Joshua that they should do.

28joshua and his soldiers burned Ai and caused it to become a pile of ruins forever. It is an abandoned place even
today. 2°Joshua hanged the king of Ai on a tree and left his corpse hanging there until the evening. At sunset
Joshua told his men to take the king's body down from the tree and to throw it where the city gate had been. After
they did that, they made a great mound of rocks on top of his body. That pile of rocks is still there to this day.

30Then Joshua told his men to build on Mount Ebal an altar for Yahweh, the God of Israel. 31They built it just like
Moses, the man who served God well, had written previously in the laws that God had given to him. They made it
from stones that had not been cut, stones on which they had done no work using iron tools. The Israelites then
offered sacrifices to Yahweh that were burned completely on the altar. They also made sacrifices to promise
friendship with him. 32As the Israelites watched, Joshua wrote on stones a copy of the laws that Yahweh had given
to Moses. 33The Israelite leaders, the officials, the judges, and other Israelites were there, standing on either side
of the sacred chest. All the people stood, facing the priests and Levites who carried the sacred chest. Many people
who were not Israelites were also there. Half of the people stood on one side of the valley below Mount Ebal, and
the other half of the people stood on the other side of the valley below Mount Gerizim. The sacred chest was in the
valley between the two groups. And they blessed the people of Israel just as Moses the servant of Yahweh had told
them to do, at the very first.

34Then Joshua read to the people all that Moses had written previously. That included what Yahweh had taught
them and the ways that he promised to bless them if they obeyed his commands, or to curse them if they
disobeyed them. 33joshua carefully read all the commands that Moses had given; he read every word in front of the
entire assembly of Israel. All the women and the little children were there as well, and also the foreigners who were
living among the people of Israel.

Chapter 9

1There were several kings who ruled in lands on the west side of the Jordan River. They were the kings of the
Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. They lived in the hill country, in
the lower hills further west, and on the plains beside the Mediterranean Sea. They heard about what happened at
Ai. 2So they all gathered their armies under one leader to fight against Joshua and the Israelite army.
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3However, when the people who lived in the city of Gibeon heard that Joshua’s army had defeated the people of

Jericho and Ai, 4they decided to trick the Israelites. They sent some of their men who pretended to be ambassadors
for their people. These men gathered some old sacks and some old leather wine bags that had been mended after

they were cracked, and they put these on the backs of their donkeys. *They put on old sandals that had been

patched and wore old ragged clothes. And they took along bread that was dry and moldy. ®They went to where
Joshua and the other Israelites had set up their tents near Gilgal. They said to them, “We have traveled from a land
very far away. Please make a peace treaty with us.”

"The Israelite leaders said to those men from Gilead (they were Hivites), “Perhaps you really live close by. How can
we make a treaty with you?”

8They replied to Joshua and insisted, “We are your servants!”

But Joshua answered, “Who are you? Where do you actually come from?”

9The men from Gibeon answered, “We want to be your servants. We have come here from a distant land, because

of the fame of Yahweh your God. We heard about all the great things he did in Egypt. 1°And we have heard about
what he did to the two kings of the Amorites who are on the east side of the Jordan River—Sihon, the king who

ruled in Heshbon, and Og, the king of Bashan who lived in Ashtaroth. 11So our leaders and the rest of our people
said to us, 'Take some food and go to talk with the Israelites. Tell them, “We want to be your servants. So make a

peace agreement with us.” 12“Look at our bread. It was fresh and warm when we baked it on the day that we left

our homes to come here to you. But now it is dry and moldy. 13Look at our leather wine bags, they were new when
we filled them with wine before we left, but now they are cracked and old. Our clothes and our sandals are worn
out from traveling on the long road to come here.”

14The Israelite leaders accepted some of their old food and ate a meal with them in order to make a peace treaty.

They did not think to ask Yahweh what they should do. '3In this way, Joshua agreed to make peace. The Israelites
made a treaty with the men from Gibeon, in which they agreed not to kill these strangers. All the Israelite leaders
made a solemn vow to this effect.

16However, three days later the Israelites found out that the men had only come from Gibeon and that they really
lived close by. 17So they went to where the men from Gibeon lived. After traveling only three days, they came to

their cities: Gibeon, Kephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath Jearim. 18t the Israelites did not attack those cities because
they had made a solemn vow to live peacefully with them, and because Yahweh had heard the promise they made.

All the people of Israel grumbled against their leaders for making this treaty. 1°But the leaders answered, “We
promised to live peacefully with them and Yahweh, the God of Israel, heard us promise to do that. So now we

cannot do them any harm. 2%If we kill them, God will be very angry with us and punish us because we did not keep

our promise to them, a promise that binds us by solemn oath. But this is what we can do: 2'We will allow them to
live, but they will become our servants; they will cut wood and carry water for all the people.” This is what
happened, just as the leaders planned.

22Then Joshua summoned the men from Gibeon and asked them, “Why did you lie to us? Your homes are near to

us; you live close to us, but you told us that you were from a far land! 2>Now you are going to live under a curse.
You will become our slaves. You will always be our slaves, and you will be forced to cut wood and carry water for
the house of our God.”

24The men from Gibeon replied, “We lied to you because we were afraid that you would kill us. We heard that
Yahweh, your God, had declared to his servant Moses that he would enable your people to kill all of us in Canaan,

and that he would give you our lands. 23S0 now you should decide what you will do with us. Do to us whatever you
think is good and right.”

2650 Joshua saved the lives of the people of Gibeon; he did not permit the army of Israel to harm them. #’Instead,
he forced them to become the Israelites’ slaves. They cut wood and carried water for Israel. They also brought the
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wood and water that was needed for the sacred altar of Yahweh. And the people of Gibeon are still doing that to
this present time.

Chapter 10

1Adoni-Zedek, the king of the city of Jerusalem, heard that Joshua’s army had captured Ai and had completely
destroyed everything in the town. He heard that they had done to the people of Ai and to their king the same thing
that they had done to the people of Jericho and their king. He also heard that the people of the city of Gibeon had

made peace with the Israelite people and that they were now living among the Israelites. 2The people of Jerusalem
became very afraid because Gibeon was an important city, like the other cities that were so important that they

had their own kings. Gibeon was larger than Ai, and all its soldiers were experienced. 350 King Adoni-Zedek sent a
message to Hosham the king of Hebron, to Piram the king of Jarmuth, to Jarmuth the king of Lachish, and to Debir

the king of Eglon. 4In the message he said, “Please come up and help me attack Gibeon, because the people of
Gibeon have made peace with Joshua and the Israelites.”

35S0 those five kings who ruled all the groups who were descendants of Amor—the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron,
Jarmuth, Lachish, and Debir—came to Gibeon with all of their soldiers and surrounded the city, to fight against it.

5The people of Gibeon sent a message to Joshua while he was in the camp at Gilgal. They said, “We are your
servants. So do not forsake us. Come up to us quickly and save us! Help us, because the kings of the Amorites and
their armies have joined their forces together to attack us!”

7So Joshua and all his army, including the soldiers and his best fighting men, marched up from Gilgal. 8Then
Yahweh said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of those armies! I will enable your army to defeat them. None of their
soldiers will resist you.”

9Joshua’s army marched all night and arrived very early in the morning from Gilgal. "°And Yahweh caused their
enemies to become confused when they saw the Israelite army. Joshua led the army and he killed them—a great
number of them were killed at Gibeon, and he came after the rest of them as they were going up the road to Beth

Horon. He also killed them along the road that goes to the cities of Azekah and Makkedah. 1As they fled in front of
the Israelite army, Yahweh threw down on them huge stones from the sky. More of them died from hailstones than
died by the swords of the army of Israel.

120n the day that Yahweh enabled the Israelite army to defeat the Amorites, Joshua said to Yahweh while the
Israelite people were watching,

“Sun, stand still over Gibeon,
and you, moon, be still over the Valley of Aijalon.”

13And the sun stood still and the moon did not move, until the Israelite army killed their enemies. Was this not
written in the Book of Jashar?

“The sun stopped while it was in the middle of the sky,

and did not set for about a whole day.”

140n that day, Yahweh performed a great miracle. There was never a day like that previously, and there has never
been a day like that since, when Yahweh did this kind of thing because a human being asked him to. On that day,
Yahweh truly went to war for Israel.

15j0shua and all Israel with him returned to their camp at Gilgal.

16Now the five kings ran away and hid themselves in a cave at Makkedah. 17Then someone told Joshua, “We found
those five kings, hiding in a cave at Makkedah!” 18wWhen Joshua heard that, he said, “Roll some very large stones
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over the entrance of the cave, and leave some soldiers there to guard them. 1°But do not stay there! Pursue your
enemies! Attack them from behind! Do not allow them to escape to their cities, because Yahweh, your God, will
help you triumph over them.”

2050 Joshua's army did what he told them to do. They killed almost all of the enemy soldiers, but a few of them

survived and were able to reach their cities. 2'Then Joshua’s army returned to Joshua, who was still in their camp at
Makkedah. No one in the land dared any longer to criticize the Israelites.

22Then Joshua said, “Open the entrance of the cave and bring out to me those five kings!” 23So the soldiers brought
those five kings out of the cave—the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon. 24When they
brought those kings to Joshua and forced them to lie on the ground, he summoned all the Israelite soldiers and he
said to the army commanders, “Come here and put your feet on the necks of these kings!” So the commanders did
that. 25Then Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid of any of our enemies! Never be discouraged! Be strong and
courageous. This is what Yahweh will do to all the enemies you will fight!” 26Then Joshua killed each of the five
kings with his sword and hung their bodies from five trees. He left their bodies to hang on the trees until sunset.
277t sunset, Joshua told them to take the bodies down from the trees and throw them into the cave where they
were hiding. So the soldiers did that, and then they put those large rocks at the entrance of the cave again. And the
bones of the kings are in that cave even to this day.

28That is how Joshua’s army attacked and captured Makkedah. They killed the king and everyone else in the city.
They did not leave even any living creature alive. They did to the king of Makkedah the same thing that they had
done to the king of Jericho.

29Then Joshua and all Israel went southwest from Makkedah to Libnah and attacked it. 3%Yahweh enabled the
Israelites to conquer that city and its king. Joshua killed everything that lived in the city; he did not spare even one
person. Joshua killed the king of Libnah just as he had killed the king of Jericho.

31Then Joshua and his army went south from Libnah to Lachish. He surrounded the city and waged war against it.
320n the second day of the battle, Yahweh gave the city to the Israelites, and they conquered it. They killed
everything that lived in it, including all the people. He did at Lachish the same thing that he had done at Libnah.
33King Horam from Gezer and his army came to help the soldiers of Lachish, but Joshua's army defeated Horam
and his army, and did not allow even one of them to remain alive.

34Then Joshua and his army went west from Lachish to the city of Eglon. They surrounded it and attacked it. 330n
that same day, they captured the city and killed everyone in it, just as they had done at Lachish.

36Then Joshua and his army marched from Eglon up into the hills to the city of Hebron. They waged war against it

37and captured it. They killed the king and every living thing, as they had done at Eglon. They did not leave one
person alive.

38Then Joshua and his army turned and went to the city of Debir and waged war against it. 3*They captured the city
and its king, and they also captured the nearby villages. Then they killed every living thing in it; they did not allow
even one person to stay alive. They did to these people the same as they had done at Hebron and Libnah.

401N this way, Joshua and his army conquered the entire southern part of Canaan. They defeated the kings who
ruled the hill country, the southern Judean wilderness, the lowlands, and the foothills. They killed every living thing

in those places, just as Yahweh, the God of Israel commanded them. 4'Joshua's soldiers killed people in all the cities

from Kadesh Barnea to Gaza, including all the country of Goshen to Gibeon. 42In one campaign, Joshua's army
conquered all the kings and took possession of all their territory, because Yahweh, the God of Israel, was fighting
for them.

43Then Joshua and his army returned to their camp at Gilgal.
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Chapter 11

TWhen King Jabin of Hazor heard about all these things that had happened, he sent messages to Jobab, king of
Madon, to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Akshaph, requesting them to send their armies to come and help

him fight against the Israelites. 2He also sent messages to the kings in the northern hills and to the kings in the
plain along the Jordan, south of the Sea of Galilee, in the low country. He also sent a message to the king of the

high country of Dor in the west, 3to the kings of the Canaanites in both the east and the west, to the Amorites, the
Hittites, the Perizzites, and to the Jebusites who lived in the hill country, and to the Hivites by Mount Hermon in the

region of Mizpah. 4So the armies of all those kings gathered together. Their men were as many as the grains of

sand on the seashore. They also came with horses and chariots in great numbers. >All of those kings met at the
fixed time and set up their armies in a camp at the brook of Merom, in order to wage war against Israel.

8Then Yahweh said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them, because at this time tomorrow I will give them to you. You
will defeat them and kill all of them. Then you must cripple all their horses and burn all their chariots.”

7S0 Joshua and his army came to the brook of Merom and without warning attacked their enemies. 8yahweh
enabled the Israelites to defeat them. They pursued them to the city of Sidon, to Misrephothmaim, and to Mizpah

in the east. They attacked them until they had killed them all. ®Then Joshua did what Yahweh told them to do: He
crippled their enemies’ horses and he burned up their chariots.

1056 Joshua and his army went back to the city of Hazor, and captured it, and killed their king. Hazor was the most

important city of all these kingdoms that fought against Israel. "1They killed everything that was living in Hazor,
and then they burned the city to ashes.

12j0shua’s army captured all of those cities and killed all of their kings. They did that as Moses, the man who served
Yahweh well, had commanded them to do. 13Joshua's men burned Hazor, but they did not burn any of the other

cities that were built on mounds and were surrounded by wall. "The Israelites took for themselves the animals
that they found in the fields and everything else that was valuable. But they killed every human being and every

living thing in the cities. 'As Yahweh had given Moses instructions to act, in the same way Moses also gave Joshua
commands to act. And Joshua did everything that Yahweh had commanded Moses to do.

16j0shua’s army defeated all the people who were living in that land. They took control of the hill country and the
southern Judean wilderness, all the area of Goshen, the western foothills, and the plain along the Jordan. They took

control of all the mountains in Israel and of all the lowlands near the mountains. "7They took control over all the
land from Mount Halak in the south of Edom to Baalgaal in the valley near the region of Lebanon to the north, near
Mount Hermon. They captured all the kings of those areas and killed them. '8Joshua’s men fought against all those
kings for a long time. 1°There was only one city that made a peace treaty with the Israelites; they were the people
of the Hivites who lived in Gibeon. The Israelites captured all the other cities in battles. 2%Yahweh caused the
people in all those other groups to be stubborn, with the result that they fought against the Israelite army, and so
God used the Israelite army to destroy them all. God did not hold back the Israelite army from totally destroying
their enemies. This is what Yahweh had commanded Moses to do.

21joshua’s army also fought the Anakite giants who lived in the hills near Hebron, Debir, and Anah. They also fought
against the people who lived in the hill country of Judah and Israel, and they killed all of those people and

destroyed their cities as well. 22As a result, there were no descendants of Anak who remained alive in Israel. Only a

few remained alive in Gaza, Gath, and Ashdod. 23Joshua’s army took control of all the land, just as Yahweh long ago
had told Moses to do. Yahweh gave the land to the Israelites, because he had promised to give it to them. Then
Joshua divided the land among the Israelite tribes. And after that, there was peace in the land.
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Chapter 12

1The Israelites took control of the land that was east of the Jordan River, from the Arnon River gorge in the south to
Mount Hermon in the north, including all the land on the eastern side of the plain along the Jordan.

2sihon was the king of the Amorites. He lived in Heshbon and ruled over the area from Aroer along the Arnon River
gorge, north to the Jabbok River. His land started in the middle of the gorge, which was the border between his

land and the land of the Ammonites. Sihon also ruled over half of the region of Gilead. 3Sihon also ruled over the
land on the eastern plain along the Jordan, from the Sea of Galilee south to the Dead Sea. He also ruled over the
land east of the Dead Sea from Beth Jeshimoth south to Mount Pisgah.

4The other king whom the Israelite army defeated was Og, the king of the region of Bashan. He was the last of the

descendants of the giant people of Rapha. He lived in the cities of Ashtaroth and Edrei. He ruled over the area
from Mount Hermon and Salekah in the north, and over all Bashan in the east, and to the borders of the
Geshurites and Maacathites to the west. Og ruled over half of the region of Gilead, as far as the border of the land
ruled by Sihon, king of Heshbon.

5Moses, who had served Yahweh so faithfully, and all the Israelite army had defeated the armies of those kings.
Then Moses gave that land to the tribes of Reuben and Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh.

7Joshua and the Israelite army also defeated kings who ruled over the land on the west side of the Jordan River.
That land was between Baal Gad in the valley near Lebanon to Mount Halak, which goes up to Edom. Joshua gave

land to the tribes of Israel for them to possess, 8a3s well as the hill country, the lowlands, the plain along the Jordan,
the mountainsides, in the desert, and in the southern Judean wilderness, the land of the Hittites, Amorites,

Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The kings that the Israelites conquered were those of the
following cities: Jericho, Ai (which was near Bethel), 1%erusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, 2Eglon, Gezer,
3pebir, Geder, Hormah, Arad, Libnah, Adullam, 1®Makkedah, Bethel, 1Tappuah, Hepher, "8Aphek, Lasharon,
19Madon, Hazor, 2°Shimron Meron, Akshaph, 21Taanach, Megiddo, 22Kedesh, Jokneam in the Carmel area, 23Dor in
the Naphoth Dor area, Goyim in the region of Gilgal, 2%and Tirzah.

There was a total of thirty-one kings that the Israelite army defeated.

Chapter 13

TWhen Joshua was very old, Yahweh said to him, “Joshua, you are now an old man, but there is still a lot of land for
your army to capture. 2Here is a list of the lands that remain: The region of the Philistines and all those of the

Geshurites, 3(from Shihor, which is located to the east of Egypt, and to Ekron in the north, the territory of the
Canaanites; the five rulers of the cities of the Philistines, Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron—the territory of

the Awvites). 4In the south, you must still capture the regions where the Canaan people groups live; and Arah that
belongs to the Sidonians, to Aphek, to the boundary of the Amorites; >the land of the Gebalite, all Lebanon, toward
the east, from Baal Gad below Mount Hermon to Lebo Hamath.

65till to capture are all the people who live in the hill country from Lebanon to Misrephothmaim, including all the
people of the city of Sidon. I will drive them out before your army. Be sure to give that area to the Israelite people

when you divide the land among them, as I gave you orders to do so. ’Divide all that land as an inheritance among
the nine tribes and the half tribe of Manasseh.”

8AIong with the half tribe of Manasseh, the Reubenites and the Gadites received their possessions, because Moses,
the man who served Yahweh well, had already assigned to them the land on the east side of the Jordan River.

9These lands stretched from Aroer, which is on the edge of the Arnon Gorge (including the city that is located in the

middle of the gorge), to all the plateau of Medeba, extending down as far as the city of Dibon. %These lands also
included the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, the king who had reigned in Heshbon, and they extended to the
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border of the Ammonites; 1Gilead, and the region of the Geshurites and Maacathites, including all of Mount
Hermon, and all of the region of Bashan extending to the city of Salekah; 12all the kingdom of Og within the region
of Bashan, he who reigned in the cities of Ashtaroth and Edrei (these are what was left of the remnant of the

Rephaim); these people Moses had attacked with the sword and driven away. 13But the Israelites did not force out
of Canaan the people of Geshur and the Maacathites. Instead, these people live with the Israelites even at the
present time.

14The Levites received no assignment of lands; they were the only tribe that received no land. Moses gave them no
possessions. Yahweh, the God of Israel, told them that the offerings given to himself would be their possession.

15Moses had allotted land to each clan in the tribe of Reuben. 1650 their territory extended from Aroer, on the edge
of the Valley of the Arnon River, and the city that is in the middle of the valley, and includes the region of the

plateau near Medeba. 171t also includes Heshbon and all its cities that are in the plateau including Dibon, and
Bamoth Baal, and Beth Baal Meon; '8and Jahaz, and Kedemoth, and Mephaath, 'and Kiriathaim, and Sibmah, and
Zereth Shahar, which stands on a hill within the valley. 2°The territory also includes Beth Peor, the slopes of Mount

Pisgah, Beth Jeshimoth, 2'all the cities situated along the plateau, and all the kingdom of Sihon, the king of the
Amorites, who reigned there in Heshbon, the ones that Moses defeated along with the leaders of Midian, who

were Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur and Reba, the princes of Sihon who ruled there. 22The people of Israel killed with the
sword Balaam son of Beor, the one who practiced divination. The people of Israel also killed with the sword many

others at that same time. 23The border of the people of the tribe of Reuben is the Jordan River. This was the
inheritance given to the people of Reuben and assigned to all their clans. They lived there in their cities and
villages.

24Moses also gave land to the tribe of Gad, to the people of Gad, and allotted to each of their families the land they
needed to live on. 25They lived near Jazer, in all the cities of Gilead, and in half the land where the Ammonites lived,
all the way to Aroer, which is a city east of Rabbah. 26Their land extended from Heshbon to Ramath Mizpah and

Betonim, all the way to Mahanaim and to the region of Debir. ’Their land was also in the valley: Beth Haram, Beth
Nimrah, Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of Sihon, who had been king of Heshbon; his kingdom had
bordered on the Jordan River and extended to the lower end of the Sea of Galilee, eastward beyond the Jordan

River. 28This is the inheritance of the people of Gad that was allotted to them according to the needs of their clans,
along with the cities and villages where they lived.

29Moses gave inheritance of land to the half tribe of Manasseh for them to live on. It was allotted to the half tribe

of the people of Manasseh according to the needs of their clans. 3%Their territory was from Mahanaim, including all
the region of Bashan, all the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, and all the towns of Jair, which are in Bashan. There

are sixty cities in the region. 3'Their land also included half of the region of Gilead, as well as the cities of Ashtaroth
and Edrei (sometimes referred to as the royal cities of Og in Bashan). These were allotted to the people of Machir
son of Manasseh, and that would include half the descendants of Machir, assigned to their clans according to their
need.

32These were the lands that Moses distributed to the people of Israel on the plains of Moab, when they were

beyond the Jordan just east of Jericho. 33But to the tribe of Levi Moses gave no inheritance. Yahweh, who is the God
of Israel, promised them that he would be their inheritance.

Chapter 14

1Eleazar, the leader of all the priests, Joshua, and the leaders of the twelve tribes decided what land to allot to each
of the Israelite tribes in Canaan. 2The assignments were made by casting lots for each one of the nine and one-half
tribes. This was just as Yahweh had commanded Moses to do, so that the land could be assigned to each of the
tribes and their clans. 3*Now Moses had given land as a permanent possession to two and one-half tribes before
Israel crossed over the Jordan River. But to the Levites he gave no inheritance; they were treated differently
because of their priestly duties. No portion of the land was given to the Levites. They were, however, given cities in
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which to live, including pastureland for their livestock so they could sustain their families. And the people of Joseph

were divided into two tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim. >The people of Israel did as Yahweh commanded Moses:
They gave out portions of the land as permanent possessions.

6Some men from the tribe of Judah went to Joshua while he and all the Israelites were at Gilgal. Among those men
was Jephunneh'’s son Caleb. He said to Joshua, “I am sure that you remember what Yahweh said to the prophet
Moses concerning you and me when we were at Kadesh Barnea. ’I was forty years old at that time. Moses sent me
from Kadesh Barnea and you and some other men to explore this land. When we returned, I gave to Moses a true
report about what we had seen. 8The other men who went with us gave a report that caused the people to be
afraid. But I fully followed Yahweh and obeyed everything he commanded us to do. °Moses promised me, It is a
firm promise that the land on which you walked will become yours as your permanent possession, to belong to you
and your descendants forever. I am giving it to you because you obeyed Yahweh, my God, in everything you did.’

19N ow Yahweh has done for me as he promised he would. Forty-five years have passed since Moses said that to me
during the time that we were still in the wilderness. And just as Yahweh promised, he has kept me alive and well all
during that time. Look at me! I am eighty-five years old. 1T am as strong today as I was on the day that Moses sent
me to explore this land. My strength is now as my strength was when I was young. I can wage war or I can travel
far away and still have the strength to come home. 1250 please give me the hill country that Yahweh promised to
give to me on that day long ago. At that time, you heard me say that the Anakim lived there. You heard me say that
their cities were large and that they had walls around them to protect them. But now, perhaps Yahweh will help me
to drive them away with our army, just as Yahweh promised.”

1350 Joshua asked God to bless Caleb, the son of Jephunneh and he gave to Caleb the city of Hebron. 14In this way,
Hebron became the permanent possession and the home of Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite. To this day his

descendants live there because Caleb did everything that Yahweh, the God of Israel, told him to do. > Now the
name of Hebron formerly was Kiriath Arba (Arba had been the greatest man among the Anakim). And there was
peace in the land; they no longer waged war.

Chapter 15

The land that was assigned to the tribe of Judah was divided among its clans. Their land extended south to the
wilderness of Sin at the border of Edom.

2Their south border of the land that was assigned to the tribe of Judah started at the end of the Salt Sea (also called

the Dead Sea), from the bay that faces to the south. 3It then went southward and up the hill of Akrabbim and
continued along to Sin, and then it went up once more south of Kadesh Barnea, beside Hezron, up to Addar, and

then it bent around to Karka. 4From there it continued past Azmon, and from there it ran beside the brook of
Egypt; from there it turned west to the Mediterranean Sea. That will be your south border. >The eastern border of
the land of the tribe of Judah was the Dead Sea. It extended north to the end of the Jordan River, where it empties
into the Dead Sea. ®The northern border continued from that point, and extended north to Beth Hoglah. From
there it went further north of Beth Arabah to the Stone of Bohan (a stone that had been set up by Bohan, son of
Reuben). 7From that point the border turned west and went through the Valley of Achor to Debir. From there it
turned north again to go to Gilgal. Gilgal is north of the road that goes over the hill of Adummim, on the south side
of the river valley. From Gilgal the border extended west to the springs at En Shemesh, and from there to En Rogel.
8From that point the border along the south shoulder of the Jebusite city (that is, Jerusalem). The boundary goes to
the top of the hill on the west side ofValley of Hinnom, at the northern end of the Valley of Rephaim. °From there
the border extended northwest to the top of the hills leading to the spring of Nephtoah, and from there to the
cities near Mount Ephron. From there the border extended west toward Baalah (which is now named Kiriath
Jearim). 10Then the border continued to extend west, past Baalah, to Mount Seir. Then it went southwest along the
north side of Mount Jearim (which is also called Kesalon), and went down to Beth Shemesh. From there it passed by
Timnah. "The border continued northwest to the hill north of Ekron. From there it extended west to Shikkeron and
past Mount Baalah, on to Jabneel, and then northwest to the Mediterranean Sea.
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12The western border of the land that was assigned to the tribe of Judah was the Mediterranean Sea. All the clans
of Judah lived inside those borders.

13yahweh commanded Joshua to give part of the land of the tribe of Judah to Caleb. So he gave to Caleb the city of
Kiriath Arba, which is now called Hebron. (Arba was the father of Anak.) "Caleb forced the three clans of the Anak
people group to leave Hebron. Those were the Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai clans. 1°Then Caleb left there and went

to fight against the people who were living in Debir (which was previously named Kiriath Sepher). 18Caleb said, “If
someone attacks the people in Kiriath Sepher and captures their city, I will give my daughter Aksah for him to

marry.” 170thniel son of Caleb’s brother Kenaz, captured the city. So Caleb gave his daughter, Aksah, for him to
marry.

18When Caleb’s daughter married Othniel, she told him to ask her father to give her a field. Then Aksah went to
talk with her father Caleb. As she got down from her donkey, Caleb asked her, “Do you want something?”

19Aksah replied, “Yes, I want you to do something for me. You have given me the land of the southern Judean
wilderness, but there is no water there. So please give me some land that has springs.” So Caleb gave her the
upper and lower springs near Hebron.

20Here is a list of the towns in the land that God had promised to give to the tribe of Judah. Each clan was assigned
some of the land.

21The tribe of Judah was assigned all these cities in the southern Judean wilderness, near the border of the region
of Edom:

Kabzeel, Eder, Jagur, 22Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah, 22 Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan, 24Ziph, Telem, and Bealoth. 2°Also Hazor
Hadattah, Kerioth Hezron (also called Hazor), 2Amam, Shema, Molodah, 2’Hazar Gaddah, Heshmon, Beth Pelet,
28Hazar Shual, Beersheba, and Biziothiah. 2?Also Baalah, Iyim, Ezem, 3%Eltolad, Kesil, Hormah, 31ziklag,

Madmannah, Sansannah, 32Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon. There were twenty-nine cities, together with their
surrounding villages.

33The tribe of Judah was assigned these cities in the northern part of the western foothills: Eshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah,

347anoah, En Gannim, Tappuah, Enam, 33Jarmuth, Adullam, Sokoh, Azekah, 36Shaaraim, Adithaim, and Gederah
(also called Gederothaim). There were fourteen cities, together with their surrounding villages.

37The tribe of Judah was also assigned these cities in the southern part of the western foothills: Zenan, Hadashah,

Migdalgad, 38Dilean, Mizpah, Joktheel, 3?Lachish, Bozkath, and Eglon. 4%Also Kabbon, Lahmas, Kitlish, *'Gederoth,
Bethdagon, Naamah, and Makkedah.

There were sixteen cities, together with their surrounding villages.

42The tribe of Judah was also assigned these cities in the central part of the western foothills: Libnah, Ether, Ashan,

43Iphtah, Ashnah, Nezib, 4*Keilah, Aczib, and Mareshah. There were nine cities, together with their surrounding
villages.

45There was also the city of Ekron, with its surrounding towns and its villages. 46From Ekron to the Mediterranean
Sea, Judah's territory also included all the land near the city of Ashdod, including its villages.

47pshdod and its surrounding towns and villages; the city of Gaza and its surrounding towns and villages down to
the brook of Egypt and to the Mediterranean Sea. The border followed the coastline.

48The tribe of Judah was also assigned these towns in the southwest part of the hill country: Shamir, Jattir, Sokoh,
49Dannah, Kiriath Sannah (also called Debir), 3%Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim, 31Goshen, Holon, and Giloh. There were
eleven cities, together with their surrounding villages.
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52The tribe of Judah was also assigned these towns in the south central part of the hill country: Arab, Dumah,
Eshan, 33Janim, Beth Tappuah, Aphekah, 5*Humtah, Kiriath Arba (now called Hebron), and Zior. There were nine
cities, together with their surrounding villages.

5The tribe of Judah was also assigned these towns in the southeastern part of the hill country: Maon, Carmel, Ziph,

Juttah, 56JezreeI,Jokdeam, Zanoah, >’Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah. There were ten cities, together with their
surrounding villages.

58The tribe of Judah was also assigned these towns in the central part of the hill country: Halhul, Beth Zur, Gedor,
59Maarath, Beth Anoth, and Eltekon. There were six cities, together with their surrounding villages.

60The tribe of Judah was also assigned two towns in the northern part of the hill country, Rabbah and Kiriath Baal
(which is also named Kiriath Jearim).

61The tribe of Judah was also assigned these towns in the desert near the Dead Sea: Beth Arabah, Middin, Secacah,
62Njibshan, the City of Salt, and En Gedi. There were six cities, together with their surrounding villages.

63The army of the tribe of Judah was not able to drive out the Jebusites and so they stayed in Jerusalem. So today
they are still living among the tribe of judah.

Chapter 16

1The land that was assigned to the two tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh—the tribes that were descended from

Joseph—started at the Jordan River, going up from Jericho through the hill country of Bethel. 2t extended west
from Jericho to Bethel, and then to Luz, and it passed on to Ataroth, which is the territory where the Archites live.

3From there it extended west to the border of the land where the Japhletites lived, and then west to the area near
Lower Beth Horon. From there it continued west to Gezer, and from there to the Mediterranean Sea. 4This was the
territory that the people of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, received as their permanent possession. 5The border
of the land that was assigned to the clans of the tribe of Ephraim started at Ataroth Addar in the east. It extended
to Upper Beth Horon ®and continued to the Mediterranean Sea. From Mikmethath on the north it turned eastward
toward Taanath Shiloh, and went on toward the east to Janoah. 7They went down from Janoah to Ataroth and then

on to Naarah. From there it reached the city of Jericho, ending at the Jordan River. 8The northern border extended
from Tappuah west to the ravine of Kanah, and ended at the Mediterranean Sea. This was the land that was

assigned to all the clans of the tribe of Ephraim. °Some of the cites and their dependant villages that were set apart
for the people of Ephraim were actually within the assigned territory of the people of Manasseh.

19The people of the tribe of Ephraim could not force the Canaanites to leave Gezer. The Canaanites still live there.
However, the people of Ephraim forced them to be their slaves.

Chapter 17

This is a list of the land that was allotted to the tribe of Manasseh. Manasseh's oldest son was Makir, and his
grandson was Gilead. Their descendants were assigned the lands in the regions of Gilead and Bashan, in honor of
Makir, who had been a great soldier. 2Land was also allotted to the other clans in the tribe of Manasseh: The clans
of Abiezer, Helek, Asriel, Shechem, Hepher, and Shemida. These had been the names of Manasseh’'s male
descendants (he himself had been a son of Joseph). Assignments of land were made for each clan.

3Now Zelophehad son of Hepher, a descendant of Gilead, who had been the son of Makir and grandson of
Manasseh, had no sons. He had only daughters, and their names were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milkah, and Tirzah.

4These women went to Eleazar (the leader of all the priests), and to Joshua and the other Israelite leaders. They
said, “We want you to give us some land, because Yahweh told Moses that he should give to us some land, just as
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you have given to the men in our tribe.” So Eleazar did what Yahweh had commanded: He assigned some land to
them, just as he had done for their uncles. >So the tribe of Manasseh eventually had ten sections of land west of

the Jordan River and two sections on the east side of the Jordan River in Gilead and Bashan. ®And these women in
the tribe of Manasseh also were assigned land on the west side of the river just like the men. The other parts of
Gilead were assigned to the rest of the people of Manasseh.

"The land assigned to the tribe of Manasseh was between the land where the tribe of Asher lives and Mikmethath,
near Shechem. The border extended south to the spring of Tappuah. 8The land near the city of Tappuah belonged
to the tribe of Manasseh. But Tappuah itself was on the border with the tribe of Ephraim and in fact belonged to
the Ephraimites. °The border extended down south to the brook of Kanah, and all the cities south of that stream
belonged to Manasseh. The border of Manasseh was on the north side of the brook of Kanah; it extended to the
Mediterranean Sea. 1°The land to the south belong to Ephraim and the land to the north belonged to the tribe of
Manasseh; the Mediterranean Sea was Manasseh's border. The tribe of Asher was on the north side of the
boundary, while the tribe of Issachar was to the east.

MBut there were cities inside the territory assigned to the tribes of Issachar and Asher, that, along with their
surrounding villages, were in fact assigned to people from the tribe of Manasseh. These cities were Beth Shan,
Ibleam, Dor, Endor, Taanach, and Megiddo (and the third city in the list is Napheth).

12The men of the tribe of Manasseh were not able to force the people who lived in those cities to leave, so the

Canaanite people continued to live in their land. ®When the people of Israel grew strong they forced those
Canaanites to work for them as slaves but they were not able to take their land away from them.

14The descendants of Joseph (that is, the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh) said to Joshua, “You have assigned to us
only one area of land, but we have a great number of people in our tribes. In every way Yahweh has blessed us, so
why did you give us only a small portion of land to live on?”

15j0shua replied to them, “Since you have a lot of people, go up and cut down the trees in the forest and make a
place for your crops and for yourselves to live in the land of the Perizzites and the Raphaim. This is what you must
do, since the hill country is too cramped for you to live there.”

16The people of the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh replied, “The hill country is not big enough for us. But we
cannot spread out into the plain because of the Canaanites who live on it. The Canaanites in Beth Shan and the
surrounding villages have chariots with iron wheels.”

17Joshua replied to the house of Joseph, that is, to Ephraim and Manasseh; he said, “Your people are indeed very

numerous and very powerful. So I will make one more assignment of land for you: 8the hill country will belong to
you, too. You will have to cut down the trees in order to make it your own, and to make a place for you to live. You
will drive out the Canaanites, even though they are strong and have chariots with iron wheels.”

Chapter 18

1The entire assembly of the people of Israel met together at Shiloh. There they set up the tent where they
worshiped Yahweh. There was no more war in the land. 2However, there seven tribes of Israel had not yet been

assigned any land. 3Joshua said to the people of Israel, “Why are you waiting such a long time? How long are you
going to delay going into the land that Yahweh, the God whom your ancestors worshiped, has promised to give to
you?

4Choose three men from each of your seven tribes. I will send them out to explore the parts of the land which you
have not occupied yet. When they finish, they will write a report to tell you what the land is like. They will also make

a map to show you where cities and important places are located and which tribe will live in which area. They will
divide the remaining land into seven parts. The tribe of Judah will keep its land in the south, and the tribes of

Ephraim and Manasseh will keep their land in the north. ®But in their report, the men from the seven tribes should
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describe the seven parts of the remaining land that they wish to receive, and bring the report to me. While Yahweh

is watching, I will cast lots to decide which land should be assigned to each tribe. 7But the tribe of Levi will not be
assigned any land, because their reward is to be Yahweh's priests. The tribes of Gad, Reuben, and the half tribe of
Manasseh have already been assigned their land on the east side of the Jordan River, just as Moses, the man who
served God well, decided, so they will not get any more land.”

8When the men who were chosen got ready to leave, Joshua told them, “Go and explore the land. Then write a
report of what you have seen, and bring it back to me. Then while Yahweh is watching, I will cast lots here at Shiloh,

to determine what area each tribe will receive.” °So the men left and walked through the area. Then they described
in a scroll each of the seven parts into which they had divided the land, together with their cities. Then they

returned to Joshua, who was still at Shiloh. 1°After Joshua read their report at Shiloh, while Yahweh was watching,
he cast lots to choose which land would be assigned to each of the seven Israelite tribes.

MThe first tribe that was assigned land was the tribe of Benjamin. Each clan in that tribe was assigned some of the
land that was between the area that was assigned to the tribe of Judah and the area that was assigned to the tribes
of Ephraim and Manasseh.

12The northern border started at the Jordan River and extended west along the northern side of Jericho, into the
hill country. From there the border extended west to the wilderness near Beth Aven. '3From there it extended
south to Luz (which is now called Bethel). From there it goes down to Ataroth Addar, which is on the hill south of
Lower Beth Horon.

14At the hill south of Beth Horon, the border turned and extended south to Kiriath Baal (which is also named
Kiriath Jearim). That is a town where people of the tribe of Judah live. That was the western border.

15The south border of their land started near Kiriath Jearim and extended west to the springs of Nephtoah. "®From
there it extended down to the bottom of the hill, near the Valley of Ben Hinnom, on the north side of the Valley of
Rephaim. The border extended down along the Hinnom Valley, south of the city where the Jebusites lived, to En

Rogel. 77From there the border extended west to En Shemesh and continued to Geliloth near the hill of Adummim.
Then it extended to the great stone of Reuben’s son Bohan. 'From there the border extended to the northern

edge of Beth Arabah and down into the plain along the Jordan. From there it extended east to the northern edge
of Beth Hoglah and ended at the north end of the Dead Sea, where the Jordan River flows into the Dead Sea. That
was the boundary on the south.

20The Jordan River was the eastern boundary of the land assigned to the tribe of Benjamin. Those were the
boundaries of the land assigned to them, each border well described in turn.

21The cities in the land assigned to the tribe of Benjamin were Jericho, Beth Hoglah, Emek Keziz, 22Beth Arabah,

Zemaraim, Bethel, 22Avwvim, Parah, Ophrah, 2*Kephar Ammoni, Ophni, and Geba. Altogether there were fourteen
cities, not counting their villages.

25The tribe of Benjamin also had the cities of Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth, 26Mizpah, Kephirah, Mozah, 2’Rekem,

Irpeel, Taralah, 28Zelah, Haeleph, Jebus (the city where the Jebusites lived, which is now called Jerusalem), Gibeah,
and Kiriath. Altogether there were fourteen cities, not counting their villages. All that area was assigned to the
clans of the tribe of Benjamin.

Chapter 19

1The second tribe that was assigned land was the tribe of Simeon. Each clan in that tribe was assigned some land
that was in the middle of Judah's territory.
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2simeon’s land included the following cities: Beer Sheba, Sheba, Moladah, 3Hazarshual, Balah, Ezem, 4Eltolad,

Bethul, and Hormah. 3Simeon’s land also included the cities of Ziklag, Beth Markaboth. Hazarsusah, ®Beth Lebaoth,
and Sharuhen. There were thirteen cities, together with their surrounding villages.

7The land assigned to Simeon also included the four cities of Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan, and their surrounding

villages. 8They were also assigned some villages in an area that extended south to Baalath Beer (which is also
called Ramah in the southern wilderness). That was the land assigned to the clans of the tribe of Simeon.

9The tribe of Judah had been assigned much more land than they needed, so part of their land was given to the
tribe of Simeon.

19The third tribe that was assigned land was the tribe of Zebulun. Each clan of that tribe was assigned some of the
land.

The southern border started at Sarid. 111t extended west to Maralah and on to Dabbesheth, and extended to the
brook in front of the city of Jokneam. 2The border turned to the east from Sarid and went to the area near Chisloth
Tabor and then on to Daberath, and farther on to Japhia. 13From there it extended east to Gath Hepher and Eth
Kazin, and north to Rimmon. From there the border turned toward Neah. From Neah the border extended south

to Hannathon and from there to the Valley of Iphtah El. 15Zebulun’s area included the cities of Kattath, Nahalal,
Shimron, Idalah, and Bethlehem. Altogether there were twelve cities, together with their nearby villages.

16That was the land that was allotted to the clans of the tribe of Zebulun, including the cities and their surrounding
villages.

17The fourth tribe that was assigned land was the tribe of Issachar. Each of the clans of that tribe was assigned
some of the land. "®Their land included the cities of Jezreel, Kesulloth, Shunem, "Hapharaim, Shion, and
Anaharath. 2%Issachar’s land also included the cities of Rabbith, Kishion, Ebez, 2'Remeth, En Gannim, En Haddah,

and Beth Pazzez. 22The border of the area that was assigned to the tribe of Issachar was close to the cities of Tabor,
Shahazumah, and Beth Shemesh, and ended in the east at the Jordan River. Altogether there were sixteen cities,
together with their surrounding villages.

23Those cities and surrounding villages were in the land assigned to the clans of the tribe of Issachar.

24The fifth tribe that was assigned land was the tribe of Asher. Each of the clans in that tribe was assigned some of
the land.

25Their land included the cities of Helkath, Hali, Beten, Akshaph, 26Allammelek, Amad, and Mishal. The western
border started at Mount Carmel and Shihorlibnath. 2’From there it extended southeast to the city of Bethdagon,
and then to the area that was allotted to the tribe of Zebulun, and farther to the Valley of Iphtah El. From there the
border extended east and then north to Beth Emek and Neiel and Kabul. 28From there it extended west to the cities

of Abdon, Rehob, Hammon, and Kanah, and continued to Sidon, which was a very large city. 29From Sidon, the
border extended south toward Ramah and to the very large city of Tyre that had strong walls around it. From there

the border extended west to Hosah and ended at the Mediterranean Sea, in the region of Aczib, 30Ummah, Aphek,
and Rehob. Altogether there were twenty-two cities, together with their surrounding villages.

31Those cities and their villages were within the land that was assigned to the clans of the tribe of Asher.

32The sixth tribe that was assigned land was the tribe of Naphtali. Each of the clans in that tribe was assigned some
of the land.

33The border of Naphtali's land started in the west at the huge oak tree at Zaanannim, near the city of Heleph. It

extended east through Adami Nekeb and Jabneel, then to Lakkum, and ended at the Jordan River. 34The western
boundary extended through Aznothtabor as far as Hukkok. It extended to the borders of the tribe of Zebulun at

the south, to the border of the tribe of Asher on the west, and the to Jordan River to the east. 35within their land
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were many cities with strong walls around them. These cities were Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Kinnereth,
36Adamah, Ramah, Hazor, 3’Kedesh, Edrei, and Enhazor. 3Naphtali's cities with strong walls also included Yiron,
Migdal El, Horem, Bethanath, and Bethshemesh. Altogether there were nineteen cities, together with their
surrounding villages.

39Those cities and surrounding villages were in the land that was assigned to the clans of the tribe of Naphtali.

40The seventh tribe that was assigned land was the tribe of Dan. Each of the clans in that tribe was assigned some
of the land. #'Their land included the cities of Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir Shemesh, #2Shaalabbin, Aijalon, and Ithlah. 43Dan’s
land also included the cities of Elon, Timnah, Ekron, 44Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, 4°Jehud, Beneberak, Gath
Rimmon, 46Mejarkon, Rakkon, and the area near Joppa.

47But the people of the tribe of Dan were unable to take control of the land that had been assigned to them. So
they went northeast and fought against the people in the city of Leshem. They defeated and killed all those people.
Then they settled down to live in Leshem, and changed the name of the city to Dan, the man from whom their tribe
descended.

48| of those cities and surrounding villages were in the land that was assigned to the clans in the tribe of Dan.

After the Israelite leaders had divided the land among the tribes, they also assigned some land to Joshua. 3®They
assigned to him the city of Timnath Serah. Yahweh had said that he could have whatever city he wanted, and that
was the city that he chose. It was in the