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Numbers Numbers 1

Numbers

Chapter 1

1In the second month of the year after the Israelite people had left Egypt, Yahweh spoke to Moses while he was in
the sacred tent, in the wilderness of Sinai. Yahweh said to him, 2“Count how many Israelite men, from each family

in Israel, and count them by name. 3You and Aaron must count the men who are at least twenty years old, those
who can serve as soldiers in the army. Write down the number of the men, along with the names of their clans and

families. 41 have chosen one man from each of the tribes to help you to do this. Each one must be a leader of his
clan.

56Their names are:

Elizur son of Shedeur, from the tribe of Reuben;

Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai, from the tribe of Simeon; 7°Nahshon son of Amminadab, from the tribe of Judah;
Nethanel son of Zuar, from the tribe of Issachar;

Eliab son of Helon, from the tribe of Zebulun; 1%11Elishama son of Ammihud, from the tribe of Joseph's son
Ephraim;

Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, from the tribe of Joseph's son Manasseh;
Abidan son of Gideoni, from the tribe of Benjamin;

12-15phiezer son of Ammishaddai, from the tribe of Dan;

Pagiel son of Ocran, from the tribe of Asher;

Eliasaph son of Deuel, from the tribe of Gad;

Ahira son of Enan, from the tribe of Naphtali.”

16These were the men whom Yahweh chose from the people. They were leaders of their tribes. They were the chief
men of the clans of the Israelite people.

17Aaron and Moses summoned all these leaders, 18and they gathered all of the people on that same day. They
listed the names of all the men who were at least 20 years old, and with their names they wrote the names of their

clans and their family groups 1%just as Moses had commanded. They wrote the names while the Israelites were
there in the wilderness of Sinai.

20-21There were 46,500 men from the tribe of Reuben (who was Jacob's oldest son) who were at least twenty years
old and were able to fight in battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

22-23There were 59,300 men from the tribe of Simeon who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

24-25There were 45,650 men from the tribe of Gad who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

26-27There were 74,600 men from the tribe of Judah who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.
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28-29There were 54,400 men from the tribe of Issachar who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

30-31There were 57,400 men from the tribe of Zebulun who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

32-33There were 40,500 men from the tribe of Ephraim who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

34-35There were 32,200 men from the tribe of Manasseh who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight
in battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

36-37There were 35,400 men from the tribe of Benjamin who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in

battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

38-39There were 62,700 men from the tribe of Dan who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

40-41There were 41,500 men from the tribe of Asher who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

42-43There were 53,400 men from the tribe of Naphtali who were at least twenty years old and were able to fight in
battles. They were listed by their names, their clans, and their family groups.

44-45That was the number of men from each tribe that Aaron and Moses and the twelve leaders of the tribes of
Israel listed, along with the names of their clans. 46The total was 603,550 men.

478yt this number did not include the names of the men of the tribe of Levi, 48because Yahweh had said to Moses,
49When you count the men of the tribes of Israel, do not count the men in the tribe of Levi. *®Appoint the male
descendants of Levi to take care of the sacred tent and the chest inside it that contains the tablets on which are
written the Ten Commandments. They must also take care of the other things that are inside the tent. When you
travel, they are the ones who must carry the sacred tent and all the things that are inside it, and they must take
care of it and set up their tents around it. >'Whenever it is time for all of you to move to another location, the
descendants of Levi are the ones who must dismantle the sacred tent. And when it is time to stop traveling, they
are the ones who must set it up again. Any other person who goes near the sacred tent to do this work must be
executed. >The people of each Israelite tribe must set up their tents in their own area, and they must set up a flag
that represents their tribe. >3But the male descendants of Levi must set up their tents around the sacred tent in
order to protect the other Israelite people from being punished by Yahweh for coming close to the sacred tent. The
descendants of Levi are the ones who must stand around the sacred tent to guard it.”

3450 the Israelite people did everything just like Yahweh had commanded Moses.

Chapter 2

1Then Yahweh said this to Aaron and Moses, 2“When the Israelites set up their tents, they are to set them up in
areas that surround the sacred tent, but not close to it. The people of each tribe must set up their tents in a
different area. Each tribe must put up a flag in that area that identifies their tribe.

3-4The people of the tribe of Judah must set up their tents on the east side of the sacred tent, close to their tribal
flag. Nahshon son of Amminadab, will be the leader of the 74,600 men of the tribe of Judah.

56The people of the tribe of Issachar will set up their tents beside Judah. Nethanel son of Zuar will be the leader of
the 54,400 men of the tribe of Issachar.
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78The people of the tribe of Zebulun will set up their tents beside Issachar. Eliab son of Helon, will be the leader of
the 57,400 men of the tribe of Zebulun.

950 there will be 186,400 troops on the east side of the sacred tent. Whenever the Israelites move to a new
location, those three tribes must go in front of the others.

10-11The tribe of Reuben must set up their tents on the south side of the sacred tent, close to their tribal flag. Elizur
son of Shedeur, will be the leader of the 46,500 men of the tribe of Reuben.

12-13The people of the tribe of Simeon will set up their tents beside Reuben. Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai, will be
the leader of the 59,300 men of the tribe of Simeon.

14-15The people of the tribe of Gad will set up their tents beside Simeon. Eliasaph son of Deuel, will be the leader of
the 45,650 men of the tribe of Gad.

1650 there will be 151,450 troops on the south side of the sacred tent. Those three tribes will follow the first group
when the Israelites travel.

17Behind that group will walk the descendants of Levi, who will carry the sacred tent. The Israelites will march in
the same order that they always set up their tents. Each tribe will carry its own flag.

18-19The tribe of Ephraim must set up their tents on the west side of the sacred tent, close to their tribal flag.
Elishama son of Ammihud, will be the leader of the 40,500 men of the tribe of Ephraim.

20-21The people of the tribe of Manasseh will set up their tents beside Ephraim. Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, will be
the leader of the 32,200 men of the tribe of Manasseh.

22-23The people of the tribe of Benjamin will set up their tents beside Manasseh. Abidan son of Gideoni, will be the
leader of the 35,400 men of the tribe of Benjamin.

2450 there will be 108,100 troops on the west side of the sacred tent. Those three tribes will follow the second
group, behind the descendants of Levi.

25-26The tribe of Dan must set up their tents on the north side of the sacred tent, close to their tribal flag. Ahiezer
son of Ammishaddai, will be the leader of the 62,700 men of the tribe of Dan.

27-28The people of the tribe of Asher will set up their tents beside Dan. Pagiel son of Ocran, will be the leader of the
41,500 men of the tribe of Asher.

23-30The people of the tribe of Napthali will set up their tents beside Asher. Ahira son of Enan, will be the leader of
the 53,400 men of the tribe of Naphtali.

3150 there will be 157,600 troops on the north side of the sacred tent. Those three tribes will be last. They must
carry their own flags when the Israelites travel.”

3250 there were 603,550 Israelite men who were able to fight who were listed according to their families’ ancestors.
33yt just as Yahweh had commanded, Moses and Aaron did not count the Levites among the people of Israel.

34The Israelites did everything that Yahweh had told Moses. They set up their tents close to their tribal flags, and
when they traveled to a new location, they walked with their own clans and family groups.

Chapter 3

1These are some of the things that happened to Aaron and Moses when Yahweh spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai.
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2Aaron had four sons. They were Nadab the oldest, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 3These are the names of Aaron’s

sons who were anointed priests and set apart as priests and whom he ordained to serve as priests. 4But, while
Yahweh was watching, Nadab and Abihu died in the wilderness of Sinai because they burned incense in a manner
that was disobedient to what Yahweh had commanded. They had no sons, so Eleazar and Ithamar were the only
sons of Aaron who were left to be priests, along with their father Aaron.

5Then Yahweh said to Moses, %“Bring the men of the tribe of Levi and present them to Aaron, in order that they
may assist him. 7They will serve Aaron and all the other Israelite people, while they do their work inside the sacred
tent and outside it. 8They must serve all the Israelite people by taking care of all the things that are inside the
sacred tent. ?Appoint them to help Aaron and his two sons. I have chosen them from all the Israelite people to do

that. "9Appoint Aaron and his two sons to do the work that priests do. But anyone else who comes close to the
sacred tent to do that work must be executed.”

Myahweh also told Moses, 12“Note that from all the Israelites I have chosen the men of the tribe of Levi to take the

places of all the firstborn sons of the Israelite people. The male descendants of Levi belong to me, "3because truly
all the firstborn males belong to me. That is because on the day that I killed all the firstborn sons of the people of
Egypt, I spared all the firstborn sons of the Israelites and set them apart for myself. I also set apart the firstborn
males of your domestic animals. They belong to me, Yahweh.”

14yahweh spoke to Moses again in the wilderness of Sinai. He said, '5“Count the male members of the tribe of Levi.
Write down their names and the names of their clans and family groups. Count all the males who are at least one

month old.” 1650 Moses counted them, just as Yahweh commanded.
17 evi had three sons, whose names were Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

18Gershon had two sons, Libni and Shimei. The clans who were descended from them had the same names as
those two sons.

19Kohath had four sons, Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. The clans who were descended from them had the
same names as those four sons.

20\erari had two sons, Mahli and Mushi. The clans who were descended from them had the same names as those
two sons.

Those are the clans who were descended from Levi.

21The two clans descended from Gershon are those that were descended from his sons Libni and Shimei. 22In

those two clans there were 7,500 males who were at least one month old. 22They were told to set up their tents on
the west side of the sacred tent. 24The leader of those two clans was Eliasaph son of Lael. 2>Their work was to take

care of the sacred tent, including its curtains and coverings and the curtain at its entrance, 26the curtains that
formed the walls around the courtyard that is around the tent and around the altar, the curtains that were at the
entrance of the courtyard, and the ropes for fastening the tent. They also did all the work of taking care of the
things outside the sacred tent.

27The clans that were descended from Kohath were those descended from his sons Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and
Uzziel. 28In those four clans there were 8,600 males who were at least one month old. The work of the men of the
clans was to take care of the things that are inside the sacred tent. 2°They set up their tents on the south side of

the sacred tent. 3%The leader of those four clans was Elizaphan son of Uzziel. 3'The work of the men of those clans
was to take care of the sacred chest, the table on which the priest put the sacred bread, the lampstand, the altars,
all the items that the priest used in the sacred tent, and the curtain that is inside the tent. Their work was also to
take care of the things inside the tent.

32paron’s son Eleazar was the leader of all the male descendants of Levi. He supervised all the work that was done
at the sacred tent.
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33The clans that were descended from Merari were those descended from his sons Mahli and Mushi. 34In those
two clans there were 6,200 males who were at least one month old. 3They were told to set up their tents on the

north side of the sacred tent. The leader of those two clans was Zuriel son of Abihail. 3The work of the men of
those two clans was to take care of the frames that held up the tent, the crossbars, the pillars, and the bases. They

also did all the work that was connected with those items. 3’ Their work was also to take care of the posts that held
up the curtains that formed the walls of the courtyard, and all the bases, tent pegs, and ropes that fastened those
curtains.

38paron and Moses and Aaron’s sons were told to set up their tents in the area in front of the sacred tent, on the
east side. Their work was to supervise the work that would be done in and around the sacred tent, for the benefit
of the Israelite people. Only the priests were permitted to do that. Yahweh declared that anyone else who went
near the tent to do the work that the priests do must be executed.

39When Aaron and Moses counted all the males who were at least one month old, who belonged to the clans
descended from Levi, the total was twenty-two thousand.

40Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Now count all the other firstborn males in Israel who are at least one month old,

and write down their names. 41Also, set apart for me the descendants of Levi to be substitutes for the firstborn
males of the other Israelites. And set apart for me the livestock of the descendants of Levi to be substitutes for the
firstborn livestock of the other Israelite people.”

4250 Moses did that. He counted the firstborn males of all the Israelite people, as Yahweh had commanded. 43The
total of those who were at least one month old was 22,273.

44Then Yahweh said to Moses, 4°“Set apart the descendants of Levi to be substitutes for the firstborn males of the
other Israelite people. The descendants of Levi belong to me, Yahweh. 46There are 273 more firstborn males of the

other Israelite people than of the descendants of Levi. 4748To pay for these 273 males, collect five pieces of silver
for each of them. Each of those pieces of silver must weigh the same as each of the silver pieces that are stored in
the sacred tent. Give this silver to Aaron and his sons.”

4950 Moses did that. He collected the silver from those 273 males. 5%The total was 1,365 pieces of silver. Each silver

piece weighed the same as each of the silver pieces stored in the sacred tent. >'Moses gave these silver pieces to
Aaron and his sons, as Yahweh had commanded.

Chapter 4

1Then Yahweh said to Moses and to Aaron, 2“Write down the names of the men who belong to the clans descended

from Kohath. 3Write the names of the men who are between 30 and 50 years old. These will be men who will do
work at the sacred tent.

4The work of these descendants of Kohath will be to take care of the sacred items that are used when the people
worship at the sacred tent. >When you Israelites move to another location, Aaron and his sons must enter the tent
to take down the curtain that separates the very holy place from the holy place in the sacred tent. They must cover
the sacred chest with that curtain. 8Then they must cover that with a covering made from fine leather skins. Over
that they must spread a blue cloth. Then they must insert into the rings on the chest the poles for carrying it.

7Then they must put a blue cloth over the table on which the priests will put the bread to display before God. On
top of the cloth they must put the bowls for incense, the pans, the other dishes, the jars for the wine that will be
offered as a sacrifice, and the sacred bread. 80ver all of this they must spread a scarlet cloth. Finally, they must put
on top a covering made from fine leather skins. Then they must insert into the rings at the corners of the tables the
poles for carrying it.
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9Then with another blue cloth they must cover the lampstand, the lamps, the lamp snuffers, the trays, and the

special jars of olive oil to burn in the lamps. 1%They must cover the lampstand and all the other items with a
covering made from fine leather skins. They must place all these things on a frame for carrying them.

MThen they must spread another blue cloth over the gold altar which is used for burning incense. Over this they
must spread a covering made from fine leather skins. Then they must insert into the rings of that altar the poles for
carrying it.

12They must take all the other items that are inside the sacred tent and wrap them in a blue cloth, cover that with a
covering made from fine leather skins, and place all that on a frame for carrying it.

13Then they must remove the ashes from the altar on which they have burned sacrifices. Then they must cover the
altar with a purple cloth. "Then they must spread on top of the cloth all the items used at the altar—the pans for
carrying the hot coals, the meat forks, the shovels, the bowls that hold the blood to sprinkle on the people, and all
the other containers. Then they must spread over all those things a covering made from fine leather skins. Then
they must insert into the rings at the sides of the altar the poles for carrying it.

15When Aaron and his sons have finished covering all these sacred things, the Israelite people will be ready to
move to a new location. The descendants of Kohath must come and carry all the sacred things to the next place
where the Israelites will set up their tents. But the descendants of Kohath must not touch any of these sacred
items, because they will immediately die if they touch them. They are the ones who will carry these things, but they
must not touch them.

16Aaron’s son Eleazar will have the work of taking care of the olive oil for the lamps, the sweet smelling incense, the
flour that will be burned on the altar each day, and the olive oil for anointing the priests. Eleazar is the one who will
supervise the work that is done at the sacred tent and the men who take care of everything that is in it.”

17Then Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses, 1820“When the descendants of Kohath approach the sacred items in the
sacred tent to take them to another location, Aaron and his sons must always go in with them and show each of
them what work to do and what things to carry. But the descendants of Kohath must not enter the sacred tent at
any other time and look at the things that are in it. If they do that, I will get rid of all the descendants of Kohath.”

2lyahweh also said to Moses, 22“Write down the names of all the men who belong to the clans descended from

Gershon. Z3Write the names of the men who are between thirty and fifty years old. They will be men who will also
do work at the sacred tent.

24This is the work that they must do and the things that they must carry when you move to a new location: 25They
must carry the curtains of the sacred tent. They must carry the sacred tent and all the things that cover it, including
the outer covering made from fine leather skins, and the curtain which is at the entrance of the sacred tent. 26They
must also carry the curtains that form the wall that surrounds the courtyard that surrounds the sacred tent and the
altar, the curtain that is at the entrance to the courtyard, and the ropes that fasten the curtains. They must also do
the packing and loading of these things. 2Aaron and his sons will supervise the work of all the descendants of
Gershom. That work includes carrying those things and doing other work that is necessary for moving them. They
must tell each of the descendants of Gershom what things they must carry. 28Those are the tasks that you must
give to the men who belong to the clans descended from Gershom. Aaron’s son Ithamar is the one who will
supervise their work.

23Count also the men who belong to the clans descended from Merari. 3®Write the names of the men who are

between thirty and fifty years old. They will be men who will also work at the sacred tent. 3'Their work will be to
carry the frames that hold up the sacred tent, the crossbars, the posts that hold up the curtains, and the bases.

32They must also carry the posts for the curtains that form the walls of the courtyard and the bases for the posts,

the tent pegs, and the ropes to fasten the curtains. Tell each man what things he must carry. 33Those are the tasks
that the descendants of Merari must do at the sacred tent. Aaron’s son Ithamar is the one who will supervise
them.”
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3450 Aaron and Moses and the Israelite leaders counted the descendants of Kohath, writing also the names of their
clans and family groups. 33They counted all the men who were between thirty and fifty years old who were able to

work at the sacred tent. 36The total was 2,750 men. 3’They were the descendants of Kohath who were able to work
at the sacred tent. Aaron and Moses counted them just as Yahweh had commanded Moses.

38They also counted the descendants of Gershon, writing also the names of their clans and family groups. 3°They
counted all the men who were between thirty and fifty years old who were able to work at the sacred tent. 4°The

total was 2,630 men. 41They were the descendants of Gershon who were able to work at the sacred tent. Aaron and
Moses counted them as Yahweh had commanded.

42They also counted the descendants of Merari, writing also the names of their clans and family groups. 43They
counted all the men who were between thirty and fifty years old who were able to work at the sacred tent. 44The

total was 3,200 men. 45They were the descendants of Merari who were able to work. Aaron and Moses counted
them as Yahweh had commanded Moses.

4650 Aaron and Moses and the Israelite leaders counted all the descendants of Levi, writing also the names of their

clans and family groups. 4’They counted all the men who were between thirty and fifty years old. They were ones
who were able to work at the sacred tent and who carried the tent and everything that was connected with it.

48The total was 8,580 men. 4°They completed the counting of all the descendants of Levi, as Yahweh had
commanded Moses. And they told each man what work he was to do and what things he must carry when they
moved to a new location.

Chapter 5

Tyahweh said to Moses, 2Tell this to the Israelite people: ‘You must send away from your camp where you have
your tents any man or woman who has leprosy and anyone who has a discharge of some fluid from his body, and

anyone who has become unacceptable to God because of having touched a corpse. 3Send them away in order that
they will not touch people in the camp area where I live among you and cause them to become unacceptable to

me.” 4So the Israelite people obeyed what Yahweh commanded Moses.

SYahweh also told Moses, ®Tell this to the Israelite people: ‘If someone commits a crime against another person, I

consider that that person has done wrong to me. “That person must confess that he or she is guilty, and he or she
must pay to the person to whom wrong was done what others consider to be a suitable payment for what he has
done, and he must pay an extra 20 percent. 8If the person against whom the wrong was done has died and there is
no relative to whom the money can be paid, then the money belongs to me, and it must be paid to the priest. In
addition, the one who did the wrong must give a male sheep to the priest to sacrifice in order that that person’s sin

may be forgiven. 2All the sacred offerings that the Israelites present to me by bringing them to the priest will
belong to the priest. 1%The priest can keep those gifts.”

Myahweh also said this to Moses: 12Tell this to the Israelite people: ‘Suppose a man thinks that his wife has not
always slept faithfully only with him. 13Suppose he thinks that she has slept with another man, but he does not
know if this is true or not, because he did not see her do it. She was not caught in the act and the fact that she
broke her vow to her husband could not be proved because no one saw her doing that. MBut if the woman’s
husband is jealous, and if he suspects that she has committed adultery, and he would want to know whether that is
true or not, and so there is a test whether she had been impure. 15To test whether she had committed adultery he
should take his wife to the priest. He must take along as an offering two liters of barley flour. The priest must not
pour olive oil or incense on it, because this is an offering that the man has brought because he is jealous. It is an
offering to find out if she is guilty or not.

16The priest must tell the woman to stand in front of the altar in my presence. 7He must put some sacred water in
a clay jar, and then he must put some dirt from the floor of the sacred tent into the water. "®He must untie the
woman's hair. Then he must put in her hands the flour offering that her jealous husband is offering to determine
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whether she has committed adultery or not. The priest must hold the bowl that contains bitter water that will
cause the woman to be cursed if she is guilty. 1°The priest must require her to solemnly declare that she will tell
the truth. He must say to her, “Has another man slept with you? Have you faithfully slept only with your husband or
not? If you have not slept with another man, nothing bad will happen to you if you drink the water. 2°But if you
have slept with another man, Yahweh will curse you. 21-22Your womb will shrivel up and your stomach will swell up.
You will never be able to give birth to children, and as a result, everyone will curse you and avoid you. If you have
committed adultery, when you drink this water, that is what will happen to you.” Then the woman must answer, “If I
am quilty, I will not object if that happens.”

23Then the priest must write with ink on a small scroll these curses and then wash the ink off into the bitter water.
24-25The priest must take from her the offering of barley flour that she is holding; he must lift it up to dedicate it to
me. Then he must put it on the altar 26and burn part of it as a sacrifice. Then the woman must drink the bitter
water. 27If the woman has committed adultery instead of faithfully sleeping only with her husband, the water will
cause her to suffer greatly. Her stomach will swell up and her womb will shrink, and she will be unable to give birth
to children. And then her relatives will curse her. 28But if she is innocent, her body will not be harmed, and she will
still be able to give birth to children.

29That is the ritual that must be performed when a woman who is married has sinned by committing adultery, 3%r
when a man is jealous and suspects that his wife has slept with another man. The priest must tell that woman to
stand at the altar in my presence and obey these instructions. 31Even if the woman has not done what the husband
suspected, he will not be punished for doing something wrong by bringing his wife to the priest. But if his wife is
guilty, she will suffer as a result.”

Chapter 6

Tyahweh also said this to Moses: 2“Tell this to the Israelite people: If any of you wants to make a solemn promise to
dedicate himself to belong to me in a special way, after you obey these instructions, you will be called a Nazir,
which means ‘a dedicated person.’ 3You must not drink any wine or other alcoholic drink. You must not drink grape
juice or eat grapes or raisins. 4You must not eat anything that comes from grapevines, not even the skins or seeds
of grapes, during the time that you are a Nazir.

SEven your hair will be dedicated to me during the time that you are a Nazir, so you must never allow anyone to cut
your hair. Until the time that your solemn promise to dedicate yourself to me is ended, you must allow your hair to
grow long. 8And you must not go near a corpse during the time that you are a Nazir. Even if the person who died
is your father or your mother or your brother or your sister, you must not cause yourself to become unacceptable
to me by coming close to the corpse. Your long hair shows that you belong to me in a special way, so you must do
what you have solemnly promised and not cut your hair. 8You are required to keep doing this all the time that you
are dedicated to me in this special way.

91If anyone dies very suddenly when he is near you, then your hair that you have dedicated to me is no longer
sacred. So you must wait seven days and then shave it all off. Then you must perform a special ritual to cause
yourself to become acceptable to me again. '°The next day you must bring two doves or two pigeons to the priest
at the entrance of the sacred tent. 1"The priest must kill the birds and offer them as sacrifices. One of them will be
an offering to take away the guilt of your sin, and the other will be an offering that is burned completely to please
me. After the priests burns them on the altar, I will forgive you for having come close to a corpse, and when your
hair grows again it will be dedicated to me again. 2The amount of time that you were set apart for me the
previous time does not count, because you had become unacceptable to me by coming close to a corpse during
the time that you were a Nazir. So you must again make a solemn promise to dedicate yourself to me for the entire
amount of time that you indicated the previous time. And you must also sacrifice a one year old lamb to take away
your guilt.
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13When the time that you promised to dedicate yourself to me is ended, go to the entrance of the sacred tent

14and offer as sacrifices to me three animals that have no defects. Offer a one year old ram that will be burned
completely, a one year old female lamb as a sacrifice to take away the guilt of your sin, and one full-grown ram as a
sacrifice to restore fellowship with me.

15When you bring those animals, you must also bring some wine to offer as a sacrifice. And you must also bring a
basket of bread that you have made with very good flour and olive oil. But you must not put any yeast in the bread.
Also brush some olive oil on some thin wafers and bring them to the priest.

16The priest will put the young lamb and the young ram on the altar and completely burn them, in order that I will

be pleased and will forgive you. "7Then he will kill the full-grown ram as an offering to restore fellowship with me,
and he will also burn on the altar some of the bread and the flour and wine.

18After that, you must stand at the entrance of the sacred tent and shave off your hair. Then you must put that hair
in the fire that is under the animal that has been sacrificed on the altar to restore fellowship with me.

19The meat from the ram's shoulder must be boiled. After it is cooked, the priest will take it along with one of the

loaves of bread and one wafer which has been brushed with olive oil, and he will put them in your hands. 2°Then
the priest will take them back and lift them up high to dedicate them to me. They now belong to the priest, and he
is permitted to eat some of the meat from the ram’s shoulder and from its ribs and from one of its thighs, because
that meat is his share of the sacrifice. After that, you will no longer be a Nazir, and you will again be permitted to
drink wine.

21Those are the regulations about the offerings that Nazir solemnly promise to bring to me to end their time of
being dedicated to me. They must bring these offerings, but if they want to, they may bring additional offerings.
And they must do everything that they solemnly promised to do when they dedicated themselves to me.”

22yahweh also said to Moses, 23“Tell Aaron and his sons that when they ask me to bless the people, they must say,
24yahweh bless you

and protect you.

25May he smile on you

and act kindly toward you.

26May he be good to you

and cause things to go well for you.

27Then Yahweh said, “If Aaron and his sons ask me to bless the Israelite people, truly I will bless them.”

Chapter 7

TWhen Moses had finished setting up the sacred tent, he poured oil on it, and set it apart for the honor of Yahweh.
He also dedicated the things that are inside the sacred tent, and the altar for burning sacrifices, and all the things

that would be used at the altar. 2Then the leaders of the twelve Israelite tribes, the same men who had helped

Aaron and Moses to count the men who could fight in battles, 3came to the sacred tent, bringing gifts to Yahweh.
They brought six sturdy carts and twelve oxen, one ox from each of the leaders and a cart from each of the two
leaders.

4Then Yahweh said to Moses, >*Accept these gifts, in order that the descendants of Levi can use them for carrying
the sacred items that are here at the sacred tent.”
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650 Moses took the carts and oxen and gave them to the descendants of Levi. ’He gave two carts and four oxen to
the descendants of Gershon for their work, 8and he gave four carts and eight oxen to the descendants of Merari

for their work. Aaron’s son Ithamar was the supervisor of all their work. ?But he did not give any carts or oxen to
the descendants of Kohath, because they took care of the sacred items that were to be carried on their shoulders,
not on carts.

190n the day that the altar was dedicated, the twelve leaders brought other gifts to be dedicated and put them in

front of the altar. 1Yahweh said to Moses, “On each of the next twelve days one leader should bring his gifts for
the dedication of the altar.”

12130 the first day, Nahshon son of Amminadab, from the tribe of Judah brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

14and a small gold dish that weighed 113 grams and was filled with incense.

15-17They also brought the gifts of a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely
by being burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

18-190n the second day, Nethanel son of Zuar, the leader of Issachar, brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram. Both of these were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They were both
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grames, filled with incense.

20-23\ethanel also brought the gifts of a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed
completely by being burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to restore
the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

24260 the third day, Eliab son of Helon, leader of the tribe of Zebulun brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offering. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams, filled with incense.

27-29gliab also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people's guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to restore
the people's fellowship with Yahweh.
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30-320 the fourth day, Elizur son of Shedeur, leader of the tribe of Reuben brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams, filled with incense.

33-35E|izur also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

36-380n, the fifth day, Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai, leader of the tribe of Simeon brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings; they both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grames, filled with incense.

39-415helumiel also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by
being burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

42-440n the sixth day, Eliasaph son of Deuel, leader of the tribe of Gad brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed about 110 grams, filled with incense.

45-47Eliasaph also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

48-500n the seventh day, Elishama son of Ammihud, leader of the tribe of Ephraim brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams, filled with incense.
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31-53Ejishama also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

54-560n the eighth day, Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, leader of the tribe of Manasseh brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grames, filled with incense.

57-59Gamaliel also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people's guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

60-620n the ninth day, Abidan son of Gideoni, leader of the tribe of Benjamin brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grames, filled with incense.

63-65Adiban also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

66-680n the tenth day, Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai, leader of the tribe of Dan brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grames, filled with incense.

63-71ahiezer also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.
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72740 the eleventh day, Pagiel son of Okran, leader of the tribe of Asher brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grams, filled with incense.

75-77pagiel also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

78800, the twelveth day, Ahira son of Enan, leader of the tribe of Naphtali brought his gifts:

a silver dish that weighed one and one-half kilograms and a silver bowl that weighed four-fifths of a
kilogram, both of which were full of good flour and mixed with olive oil to be flour offerings. They both were
weighed using the standard scales,

a small gold dish that weighed 110 grames, filled with incense.

81-83Ahira also brought a young bull, a ram, and a one-year-old male lamb, to be sacrificed completely by being
burned on the altar,

a goat to be sacrificed to remove people’s guilt for their sins,

and two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices to
restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

84-86\\hen the altar was dedicated to Yahweh, those twelve leaders brought these gifts:

twelve silver plates and twelve silver bowls, weighing a total of twenty-six and one-half kilograms, each of
them weighed on the scales kept in the sacred tent,

and twelve gold dishes filled with incense, weighing a total of one and two-fifths kilograms, each weighed
on those same scales.

87-88The twelve leaders also brought twelve bulls, twelve rams, and twelve one-year-old male lambs to be sacrificed
completely by being burned along with the flour offerings,

twelve goats to be sacrificed to take away the guilt of the people’s sins,

and twenty-four bulls, sixty rams, sixty goats, and sixty male lambs that were one year old, to be sacrifices
to restore the people’s fellowship with Yahweh.

89Whenever Moses entered the sacred tent to talk with Yahweh, he heard Yahweh's voice speaking between the
two images of creatures with wings that were above the lid of the sacred chest.

Chapter 8

Tyahweh said to Moses, 2“Tell Aaron to put the seven lamps on the lampstand and place them in such a way that
they shine toward the front of the lampstand.”
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350 Moses told him what Yahweh said, and he did that. 4The lampstand had been made from gold that had been
hammered from one large lump of gold, from its base to the decorations at the top that resembled flowers. The
lampstand was made exactly as Yahweh had told Moses that it should be made.

SYahweh also said to Moses, ®“You must cause the descendants of Levi to be acceptable to me by setting them
apart from the other Israelite people. “Do that by sprinkling them with water which will symbolize their being freed
from the guilt of their sins. Then they must shave off all the hair of their bodies and wash their clothes. 8Then they
must bring one bull and some flour mixed with olive oil. Those things will be burned as sacrifices. They must also
bring another bull that will be sacrificed to take away the guilt of their sins. °Then you must summon all the
Israelite people to come together in front of the sacred tent, to gather around the descendants of Levi. 1%Then the

Israelite people must lay their hands on the descendants of Levi. 1TAaron must then present them to me to be a
gift from the Israelite people, as if he had lifted them up to me, in order that they can work for me at the sacred
tent.

12after that, the descendants of Levi must place their hands on the heads of the two bulls. Then the bulls will be
killed and burned on the altar. One will be an offering to take away the guilt of their sins, and the other will be

completely burned to please me. '3The descendants of Levi must stand at the altar in front of Aaron and his sons,

and you must then dedicate them to me, as if you had lifted them up to me. "This ritual will show that the
descendants of Levi are set apart from the other Israelites and that they belong to me.

15after the descendants of Levi have been made acceptable to me, and presented to me like a special offering as if
they had been lifted up to me, they may start to work at the sacred tent. '®They will belong to me. They will work
for me as substitutes for the firstborn males of all the Israelites, who also belong to me. 17All the firstborn males in
Israel, both the people and the animals, are mine. When I caused all the firstborn sons of the people of Egypt to
die, I set them apart for myself. But I spared the firstborn of all males of the Israelites, of people and animals,
because they are mine. 1®But now I have chosen the descendants of Levi to take the places of the firsborn male
sons of the other Israelites. 1°I have appointed the descendants of Levi to help Aaron and his sons at the sacred
tent, as Aaron and his sons offer the sacrifices to take away the guilt of the Israelite people’s sins, and to prevent
the Israelites from coming close to the tent with the result that a plague would cause many of them to become sick
and die.”

20paron and Moses and the other Israelites helped the descendants of Levi to do everything that Yahweh had

commanded. 2'The descendants of Levi sprinkled themselves with water to symbolize that they had been freed
from the guilt of their sins, and they washed their clothes. Then Aaron brought them to the altar to present them
to Yahweh, just as if he had lifted them up to him, and he offered sacrifices to take away the guilt of their sins and

cause them to become acceptable to Yahweh. 22After that, the descendants of Levi started to work at the sacred
tent to assist Aaron and his sons. They did that just as Yahweh had commanded Moses.

23yahweh also said this to Moses: 24 The descendants of Levi who are between twenty-five years and fifty years old

will work at the sacred tent. 2°But after they become fifty years old, they must retire. 2They may help their fellow
descendants of Levi do their work at the sacred tent, but they must not do the work themselves. That is what you
must tell them about the work they will do.”

Chapter 9

10ne year after the Israelites left Egypt, on the first month of the second year, while they were in the wilderness of

Sinai, Yahweh said to Moses, 2“Tell the Israelite people that they must celebrate the Passover festival again. 3They
must do it on the fourteenth day of this month, early in the evening, and they must obey all the instructions about
it that I gave you previously.”

450 Moses told the people what Yahweh had said about celebrating the Passover. >The people celebrated it there in
the wilderness of Sinai, in the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, just as Yahweh had commanded Moses.
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6But some of the Israelite people had touched a corpse, and as a result they had become unfit to celebrate the

Passover. So they asked Aaron and Moses, 7“1t is true that we have touched a corpse. But why should that prevent
us from celebrating the Passover festival and offering sacrifices to Yahweh like everyone else?”

8Moses replied, “Wait here until I go into the sacred tent and find out what Yahweh says about it.”

950 Moses went into the tent and asked Yahweh what he should tell the people, and this is what Yahweh said:

104Tell this to the Israelite people: ‘If any of you or your descendants touch a corpse and as a result become
unacceptable to me, or if you are away from home on a long trip at the time to celebrate the Passover, you will still

be permitted to celebrate it. ""But you must celebrate it exactly one month later, early in the evening of the
fourteenth day of that month. Eat the meat of the lamb for the Passover festival with bread that is baked without

yeast, and eat bitter herbs. '2Do not leave any of it until the next morning. And do not break any of the lamb's

bones. Obey all the regulations about celebrating the Passover. 13But if any of you has not done anything that
would make you unfit to celebrate the Passover festival, and you are not away from home on a long trip, and you
do not sacrifice to me at the proper time, you will no longer belong to my people. You will be punished.

14settled foreigners who live among you must also celebrate the Passover festival and obey all my commands
concerning it.”

15-160n the day that the sacred tent was set up, a cloud covered it. But from the time that the sun set until the time
that the sun rose the next day, the cloud resembled a huge fire. And that is what happened every day that the
Israelites were in the wilderness. When the cloud rose up and started to move to a new location, the Israelites

followed it. When the cloud stopped, the Israelites stopped there and set up their tents. '8The Israelites moved
when Yahweh told them to move and stopped when Yahweh told them to stop by causing the cloud to move or

stop. When the cloud stayed over the sacred tent, the Israelites stayed at that place. 1?Sometimes the cloud stayed

over the sacred tent for a long time, so when that happened, the Israelites did not move. 2%Sometimes the cloud
remained over the sacred tent for only a few days. The people stopped and set up their tents as Yahweh

commanded them, and they moved to a new location when Yahweh commanded them to do that. 215ometimes the
cloud stayed in one place for only one day. When that happened, when the cloud rose up into the sky the next
morning, then the people moved. Whenever the cloud moved, during the day or during the night, the people

moved. 22If the cloud stayed over the sacred tent for two days, or for a month, or for a year, during that time the

people stayed where they were. But when the cloud rose up into the sky, they started to move. 22When Yahweh
commanded them to stop and set up their tents, they did that. When he told them to move, they moved. They did
whatever Yahweh told Moses they should do.

Chapter 10

Tyahweh also told Moses, 2“Tell someone to make two trumpets by hammering each one from one lump of silver.
Blow the trumpets to summon the people to come together and also to signal that they must move their tents to a

new location. 3If both trumpets are blown, it means that everyone must gather together at the entrance of the
sacred tent. 4If only one trumpet is blown, it means that only the twelve leaders of the tribes must gather together.

5If the trumpets are blown loudly, the tribes that are to the east of the sacred tent should start to move. *When the
trumpets are blown loudly the second time, the tribes that are to the south should start to move. The loud blasts

on the trumpet will signal that they should start to move. “When you want only to gather the people together, blow
the trumpets, but do not blow them as loudly.

8The priests who are descended from Aaron are the ones who should blow the trumpets. That is a regulation that
will never be changed. °When you fight against enemies who attack you in your own land, tell the priests to blow

the trumpets loudly. I, Yahweh, your God, will hear that, and I will rescue you from your enemies. 1%Also tell the
priests to blow the trumpets when the people are happy, and at the festivals each year, and at the times when they
celebrate the new moon each month. Tell them to blow the trumpets when the people bring offerings that will be
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completely burned, and when they bring offerings to restore fellowship with me. If they do that, it will help you to
think about me. You must do that, because I am Yahweh your God.”

"In the second year after the Israelites left Egypt, on the twentieth day of the second month, the cloud rose up
from above the sacred tent. '2So the Israelites moved from the wilderness of Sinai, and they continued traveling

north until the cloud stopped in the wilderness of Paran. '*That was the first time they moved, obeying the
instructions that Yahweh had given to Moses to tell them.

14The group that went first, carrying their flag, was the group from the tribe of Judah. Nahshon son of Amminadab,
was their leader. 13The group from the tribe of Issachar followed them. Nethanel son of Zuar, was their leader.

16The group from the tribe of Zebulun went next. Eliab son of Helon, was their leader. "7Then they dismantled the
sacred tent, and the descendants of Gershon and Merari carried it, and they went next.

18The group from the tribe of Reuben went next, carrying their flag. Elizur son of Shedeur was their leader. 1?The
group from the tribe of Simeon was next. Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai was their leader. 2°The group from the tribe

of Gad was next. Eliasaph son of Deuel was their leader. 2'The group descended from Kohath was next. They
carried the sacred items from the sacred tent. The sacred tent was set up at the new location before they arrived
there.

22The group from the tribe of Ephraim was next, carrying their flag. Elishama son of Ammihud, was their leader.

23The group from the tribe of Manasseh went next. Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, was their leader. 2The group from
the tribe of Benjamin was next. Abidan son of Gideoni, was their leader.

25The ones who went last were the groups from the tribe of Dan, carrying their flag. Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai,
was their leader. 26The group from the tribe of Asher went next. Pagiel son of Ocran, was their leader. 2’The group

from the tribe of Naphtali went last. Ahira son of Enan, was their leader. 2That was the order in which the groups
of Israelite tribes traveled.

290ne day Moses said to his brother-in-law Hobab son of Reuel from the Midian people group, “We are on the way
to the place that Yahweh promised to give to us. Come with us, and we will take good care of you, because Yahweh
has promised to do good things for us Israelite people.”

30But Hobab replied, “No, I will not go with you. I want to return to my own land and to my own family.”

31But Moses said, “Please do not leave us. You know the places where we can set up our tents in this desert, and
you can guide us. 32Come with us. We will share with you all the good things that Yahweh gives to us.”

3350 Hobab agreed to go with them. The Israelites left Mount Sinai, which they called the Mountain of Yahweh, and
they walked for three days. The men carrying the sacred chest went in front of the other people for those three

days, and they kept looking for a place to set up their tents. 34The cloud sent by Yahweh was over them every day.
35Each morning when the men who were carrying the sacred chest started to walk, Moses said,

“Yahweh, arise!

Scatter your enemies!

Cause those who hate you to run away from you!”

36And each time the men stopped to set down the sacred chest, Moses said,

“Yahweh, stay close to the multiplied thousands of us Israelites!”
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10ne day the people complained to Yahweh about their troubles. When Yahweh heard what they were saying, he
became angry. So he sent a fire which burned among the people at the edge of their camp. 2Then the people cried

out to Moses, and he prayed to Yahweh. Then the fire stopped burning. 3So they called that place Taberah, which
means ‘Burning,’ because the fire from Yahweh had burned among them.

4Then some troublemakers from other people groups who were traveling with the Israelites began to want better
food. And when they started complaining the Israelite people also started to complain. They said, “We wish we had

some meat to eat! *We remember the fish that we ate while we were in Egypt, fish that was given to us without

cost. And we had all the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic we could eat. ®But now we have lost our
appetite, because all we have to eat is this manna!”

7The manna resembled small white seeds. 8Each morning the people would go out and gather some from the
surface of the ground. Then they made flour by grinding it or pounding it with stones. Then they added water and
boiled it in a pot, or they made flat cakes with it and baked them. The cakes tasted like bread that was baked with

olive oil. °Each night the manna came down on the ground where their tents were, like dew from the sky.

10\i0ses heard all the Israelite people complaining as they were standing in the entrances of their tents. Yahweh

became very angry, and Moses was also very perturbed. ""He went into the sacred tent and asked Yahweh, “Why
have you brought this trouble on me, your servant? Act mercifully to me! What wrong have I done, with the result

that you have appointed me to take care of all of these people? 121 am not their father. Why have you told me to
take care of them like a woman carries around her baby and nurses it? How can I take them to the land that you

promised to give to our ancestors? 3Where can I get meat to feed to all these people? They keep complaining to
me, saying, ‘Give us some meat to eat! 1%I cannot carry all these people’s burdens by myself! They are like a heavy

load to me, and I cannot carry this very heavy load anymore. 1°If you intend to act like this toward me, kill me now.
If you are really concerned about me, be kind to me and kill me to end my misery of trying to take care of them!”

16Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Summon seventy men whom you know are leaders among the Israelite people. Tell

them to stand with you in front of the sacred tent. "I will come down and talk with you there. Then I will take some
of the power of my Spirit that you have, and I will put that power on them also. They will help you to take care of
some of the things that the people are concerned about, in order that you will not need to do it alone.

18Fyurthermore, say to the people, ‘Make yourselves acceptable to me, and tomorrow you will have meat to eat. You
were complaining, and Yahweh heard you when you were saying, “We want some meat to eat. We had better food

in Egypt!” Now Yahweh will give you some meat, and you will eat it. 1°You will eat meat not only for one or two

days, or only for five or ten or twenty days. 2%You will eat meat every day for one month, and then you will loathe it,
and it will cause you to want to vomit. This will happen because you have rejected Yahweh who is here among you,
and you have wailed in his presence, saying “We would have had better food to eat if we had not left Egypt.””

21But Moses replied to Yahweh, “There are six hundred thousand men plus women and children here with me, so
why do you say ‘I will give them plenty of meat every day for a month!”? 22Even if we killed all the sheep and cattle,
that would not be enough to provide meat for all of them! Even if we caught all the fish in the sea and gave it to
them, that would not be enough!” 23But Yahweh said to Moses, “Do you think that I have no power? You will now
see if I can do what I say I will do.”

2450 Moses went out from the sacred tent and told the people what Yahweh had said. Then he gathered together
the seventy leaders and told them to stand around the sacred tent.

25Then Yahweh came down in the cloud that was above the tent and spoke to Moses. He took some of the power of
the Spirit that he had given to Moses and gave it to the seventy leaders. By means of the power of the Spirit within
them, they prophesied, but they did that only once.
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26Two of the leaders whom Moses appointed, Eldad and Medad, were not there when the rest of them gathered
together. They had not left their tents to go and stand around the sacred tent. But Yahweh's Spirit came on them

also, and they started to prophesy. 27So a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying
where all their tents are!”

28j0shua, who had helped Moses since he was a young man, said, “Sir, tell them to stop doing that!”

29But Moses replied, “Are you worried that they might injure my reputation? I wish that all Yahweh's people could

prophesy. I wish that Yahweh would give the power of his Spirit to all of them!” 3Then Moses and all the leaders
went back to their tents.

31Then Yahweh sent a strong wind from the sea. It blew quail into the area all around the camp, and caused the

quail to fall onto the ground. They were piled up on the ground a meter high! 32So the people went out and
gathered up the quail all that day, and all that night, and all of the following day. It seemed as though each person
gathered two cubic meters! They spread the quail out on the ground all around the camp, so that the quail would

lose their moisture. 33Then they cooked them and started to eat them. But while they were still eating the meat,

Yahweh showed that he was very angry with them. He sent a severe plague on them, and many people died. 34The
people who died and were buried were the ones who had said they wanted to eat meat like they had formerly
eaten in Egypt. So they called that place Kibroth Hattaavah, which means ‘graves of those who craved.’

35From there, the Israelites continued walking east until they arrived at Hazeroth, where they stopped and stayed
for a long time.

Chapter 12

1-2Moses’ older sister Miriam and his older brother Aaron were jealous of Moses and said, “Is Moses the only one to
whom Yahweh has spoken messages to tell to us? Does Yahweh not speak messages through us two also?” They
also criticized Moses because he had married a woman who was a descendant of the Cush people group. And
Yahweh heard Miriam and Aaron complaining about Moses.

3The truth was that Moses was a very humble person. He was more humble than anyone else on the earth.

450 immediately Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron and Miriam. He said, “All three of you must go and stand at
the sacred tent.” So they did that. *Then Yahweh descended to the entrance of the tent in a cloud that resembled a
huge white pillar. He told Aaron and Miriam to step forward, so they did. ®Then he said to them,

“Listen to mel

When a prophet is among you,

I usually reveal myself to him by allowing him to see visions,
and I speak to him in dreams.

7But that is not the way I speak to my servant Moses.

I trust that he will lead my people well.

850 I talk to him face to face.

I speak to him clearly, not using parables.

He has even seen what I look like.

So you should be afraid to criticize my servant Moses!”
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9Yahweh was very angry with Miriam and Aaron, and he left.

10when the cloud rose up from the sacred tent, Aaron looked at Miriam, and he saw that her skin was as white as
snow, because she now had leprosy. Aaron said to Moses, “My master, please do not punish us for this sin that

we have foolishly committed. '2Do not allow Miriam to be like a baby that is already dead when it is born, whose
flesh is already half decayed!”

1350 Moses cried out to Yahweh, saying, “God, I plead with you to heal her!”

14But Yahweh replied, “If her father had rebuked her for doing something wrong by spitting in her face, she would
have been ashamed for seven days. She should be ashamed because of what she has done. So send her outside

the camp for seven days. Then she will not have leprosy anymore, and she may return to the camp.” 13So they sent
her outside the camp for seven days. The people did not move to another location until she returned.

16yt after she returned, they left Hazeroth and moved north in the Paran Desert and set up their tents there.

Chapter 13

Tyahweh said to Moses, 2“Send some men to Canaan to explore it. That is the land that I will give to you Israelites.
Send men who are leaders in their tribes.”

350 Moses did what Yahweh commanded him. He sent out twelve Israelite men who were all leaders of their tribes.

He sent them from their camp at Paran in the desert. 4These are the names of the men and the tribes they
belonged to:

Shammua son of Zaccur, from the tribe of Reuben;
3Shaphat son of Hori, from the tribe of Simeon;
6Caleb son of Jephunneh, from the tribe of Judah;
71gal son of Joseph, from the tribe of Issachar;
8Hoshea the son of Nun, from the tribe of Ephraim;
9palti son of Raphu, from the tribe of Benjamin;
10Gaddiel son of Sodi, from the tribe of Zebulun;
MGaddi son of Susi, from the tribe of Joseph's descendent Manasseh;
12Ammiel the son of Gemalli, from the tribe of Dan;
13sethur son of Michael, from the tribe of Asher:
14Nahbi son of Vophsi, from the tribe of Naphtali;
153nd Geuel son of Maki, from the tribe of Gad.

16Those are the names of the men whom Moses sent out to explore Canaan. Before they left, Moses gave Hoshea a
new name, Joshua, which means ‘Yahweh is the one who saves.’

17Before Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he said to them, “Go through the southern Judean wilderness, and
then go north into the hill country. '8See what the land is like. See if the people who live there are strong or weak.
See if there are many people or only a few people. 1°Find out what kind of land they live in. Is it good or bad? Find
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out about the towns in which they live. Do they have walls around them or not? 2%Find out about the soil. Is it fertile
or not? Find out if there are trees there. Try to bring back some of the fruit that grows in that land.” He said that
because it was the beginning of the time to harvest grapes.

2150 those men went to Canaan. They went through the entire land, from the wilderness of Zin in the south all the

way to the city of Rehob near Lebo Hamath in the north. 22In the southern Judean wilderness, they went to Hebron,
where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, huge men descended from Anak, lived. Hebron was a city that was built seven

years before the city of Zoan was built in Egypt. 23In one valley, they cut from a grapevine one cluster of grapes.
Because it was very large, they needed two men to carry it on a pole. They also picked some pomegranates and

some figs to carry back to their camp. 24They called that place Eshcol which means ‘cluster’ because they had cut
that huge cluster of grapes there. 2After they explored the land for forty days, they returned to their camp.

26They came to Aaron and Moses and the rest of the Israelite people in the wilderness at Paran. They reported to

everyone what they had seen. They also showed them the fruit that they had brought back. 27But this is what they
reported to Moses: “We arrived in the land that you sent us to explore. It is truly a beautiful land. It is a very fertile

land. Here is some of the fruit. 2But the people who live there are very strong. Their cities are large and are

surrounded by walls. We even saw some of the huge descendants of Anak there. 2°The descendants of Amalek live
in the southern part of the land, and the descendants of Heth, Jebus, and Amor live in the hill country to the north.
The descendants of Canaan live along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea and along the Jordan River.”

30Caleb told the people who were standing near Moses to be quiet. Then he said, “We should go there and take the
land, because we are certainly able to conquer it!”

31But the men who had gone with him said, “No, we cannot attack and defeat those people. They are much
stronger than we are!” 32So those men gave to the Israelite people a bad report about the land that they had
explored. They said, “The land that we explored destroys the life those who try to attack it. And all the people living
there are very tall. 33We also saw giants there. They are the descendants of Anak (who come from the Nephilim,
those giant people). When we saw these giants we felt as small as grasshoppers and they thought that we looked
like grasshoppers too.”

Chapter 14

That night, all the Israelite people cried loudly. 2The next day they all complained against Aaron and Moses. All the

men said, “We wish that we had died in Egypt, or in this wilderness! 3Why is Yahweh bringing us to this land, where
we men will be killed with swords? And they will take away our wives and children to be their slaves. Instead of

going to Canaan, it would be better for us to return to Egypt!” #Then some of them said to each other, “We should
choose a leader who will take us back to Egypt!”

5Then Aaron and Moses bowed down to pray in front of all the Israelite people who had gathered there. ¢joshua
and Caleb, two of the men who had explored the land, tore their clothes because they were very dismayed. “They
said to the Israelite people, “The land that we explored is very good. 8If Yahweh is pleased with us, he will lead us

into that very fertile land, and he will give it to us. So do not rebel against Yahweh! And do not be afraid of the
people in that land! We will gobble them up! They do not have anyone who will protect them, but Yahweh will be
with us and help us. So do not be afraid of them!”

1%Then all the Israelite people talked about killing Caleb and Joshua by throwing stones at them. But suddenly

Yahweh's glory appeared to them at the sacred tent. 1"Then Yahweh said to Moses, “How long will these people
reject me? I am tired of them not believing in what I can do, in spite of all the miracles I have performed among

them. 1250 I will send a plague among them and get rid of them. But I will cause your descendants to become a
great nation. They will be a nation that is much greater and stronger than these people are.”
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13But Moses replied to Yahweh, “Please do not do that, because the people of Egypt will hear about it! You brought

these Israelite people from Egypt by your great power, 4and the people of Egypt will tell that to the descendants of
Canaan who live in this land. Yahweh, they have already heard about you. They know that you have been with these
people and that they have seen you face to face. They have heard that your cloud is like a huge pillar that stays
over them, and by that cloud you lead them during the day, and that the cloud becomes like a fire at night to give

them light. 13If you kill these people all at one time, the people groups who have heard about your power will say,

16'yahweh was not able to bring them into the land that he promised to give to them, so he killed them in the
wilderness.’

1750 Yahweh, now show that you are very powerful. You said, 181 do not quickly become angry. Instead, I love
people greatly, and I forgive people for having sinned and having disobeyed my laws. But I will always punish
people who are guilty of doing what is wrong. When parents sin, I will punish them, but I will also punish their

children and their grandchildren and their great-grandchildren and their great-great-grandchildren.’ 19So, because
you love your people with a great covenant loyalty, forgive these people for the sins that they have committed, just
like you have continued to forgive them ever since they left EQypt.”

20Then Yahweh replied, “I have forgiven them, as you requested me to. 21But, just as certainly as I live and that

people all over the world can see my glory, I solemnly declare that 22all these people saw my glory and all the
miracles that I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, but they disobeyed me, and many times they tested

whether they could continue to do evil things without my punishing them. 23Because of that, not one of them will
see the land that I promised their ancestors that I would give to them. No one who rejected me will see that land.
24yt Caleb, who serves me well, is different from the others. He obeys me completely. So I will bring him into that
land that he has already seen, and his descendants will inherit some of it. 2°So, since the descendants of Amalek
and Canaan who are living in the valleys in Canaan are very strong, when you leave here tomorrow, instead of
traveling toward Canaan, go back along the road through the wilderness toward the Sea of Reeds.”

26Then Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses, 27“How long will the wicked people of this nation keep complaining about
me? I have heard everything that they have grumbled against me. 2850 now tell them this: ‘Just as certainly as I,
Yahweh, live, I will do exactly what you said would happen. 2°I will cause all of you to die here in this wilderness!
Because you grumbled against me, none of you who are more than twenty years old and who were counted when
Moses counted everyone 3%will enter the land that I solemnly promised to give to you. Only Caleb and Joshua will
enter that land. 3'You said that your children would be taken from you to become slaves, but I will take them into
the land, and they will enjoy living in the land that you rejected. 32But as for you adults, you will die here in this
wilderness. 33Your children will wander around in this wilderness as shepherds for forty years. Because you adults

were not loyal to me, your children will suffer until you all die in the wilderness. 34You will suffer for your sins for
forty years. That will be one year for each of the forty days that the twelve men explored Canaan land. And I will be

like an enemy to you. 33This will certainly happen because I, Yahweh, have said it! I will do these things to every
one in this group that has plotted against me. They will all die right here in this wilderness!"

36-37Then Yahweh attacked the ten men who had discouraged the people, so that they died. These were the men
who had explored Canaan and then told the people that they would not be able to take over the land. It was

because of the men that the people spoke against Moses. 380f the twelve men who had explored Canaan, only
Joshua and Caleb remained alive.

3%9When Moses reported to the Israelite people what Yahweh had said, many of them were very sad. 4%So the
people got up early the next morning and started to go toward the hill country in Canaan. They said, “We know that
we have sinned, but now we are ready to enter the land that Yahweh promised to give to us.”

#1But Moses said, “Yahweh commanded you to return to the desert, so why are you now disobeying him? It will not
succeed. 42Do not try to enter the land now! If you try, your enemies will defeat you, because Yahweh will not be

with you. *When you begin to fight the descendants of Amalek and Canaan, they will slaughter you! Yahweh will
abandon you, because you have abandoned him.”
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44But even though Moses did not leave the camp, and the sacred chest that contained the Ten Commandments

was not taken from the camp, the people began to go toward the hill country in Canaan. 4°Then the descendants
of Amalek and Canaan who lived in those hills came down and attacked them; they chased them as far south as
Hormah.

Chapter 15

1Then Yahweh told Moses, 2Tell this to the Israelite people, ‘When you arrive in the land that I am giving to you,

3you must offer to me special sacrifices which will be pleasing to me when the priest burns them on the altar. Some
of them may be offerings that will be completely burned on the altar. Some of them may be to indicate that you
have made a solemn promise to me. Some of them may be offerings that you yourselves have decided to make.
Some of them may be offerings at one of the festivals that you celebrate each year. These offerings may be taken

from your herds of cattle or from your flocks of sheep and goats. #When you give these offerings, you must also

bring to me a flour offering of about two liters of nice flour mixed with about a liter of olive oil. *When you offer a
young ram or goat for the sacrifice that will be completely burned up, or when you offer as a sacrifice of every
young lamb, you should prepare a liter of wine to be used as a drink offering.

5When you offer a ram to be a sacrifice, you must also bring an offering of about three and four-fifths liters of

finely ground flour mixed with about one and one-quarter liters of olive oil. 7And also pour on the altar about one
and one-fifth liters of wine. While they are being burned, the smell of it will be very pleasing to me.

8Sometimes you will offer a young bull to be completely burned on the altar. Sometimes you will offer a sacrifice to
indicate that you have made a solemn promise to me. Sometimes you will offer a sacrifice to restore fellowship

with me. ®When you offer these sacrifices, you must also offer a flour offering of about six and one-half liters of
finely ground flour mixed with about two liters of olive oil. "°Also pour on the altar two quarts of wine to be an
offering. While those special gifts are being burned, the smell from it will be very pleasing to me. 1Each time

someone offers a bull or a ram or a male lamb or young goat to be a sacrifice, it must be done that way. '2You
must obey these instructions for each animal that you bring to me for an offering.

13Al11 of you people who have been Israelites all of your lives must obey these regulations when you offer sacrifices

that will be pleasing to me when they are burned on the altar. "If any foreigners visit you or live among you, if they
also want to bring a sacrifice that will be pleasing to me when it is burned on the altar, they must obey these same

instructions. 51 consider that those who have always been Israelites and those who are foreigners are equal, and
so they must all obey the same instructions. All of your descendants must also continue to obey these instructions

"

of mine. 18You Israelites and the foreigners who live among you must all obey the same instructions.

17yahweh also said to Moses, '8Tell these instructions to the Israelite people, ‘When you arrive in the land to which
I am taking you, and you eat the crops that are growing there, you must set some of them aside to be a sacred

offering to me, and present them to me. 2°Each year set aside some of the first grain that you gather after you
have threshed it. Bake a loaf of bread from the first flour that you grind and present it before me as a sacred

offering. 2'Every year, you and your descendants must continue to make and present to me a loaf of bread baked
with flour from the first part of the grain that you harvest.

22There may be times when you Israelites do not obey all these instructions that I have given to Moses to tell you,
but not because you intended to disobey them. 23There may be times when some of your descendants do not obey
all these instructions that I have given to Moses to tell to you. 24If you or they sin by forgetting to obey these
instructions and none of the Israelite people realize that they were doing that, one young bull as an offering for all
the people must be brought to the priest. That will be pleasing to me when it is burned on the altar. They must also
bring to me a flour offering and an offering of wine, and a male goat, to be sacrificed to remove the guilt of their
sin. 25By offering these sacrifices, the priest will make atonement for all of you Israelite people. Then, as a result of
their bringing to me an offering to be burned on the altar, you will be forgiven, because you sinned without
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realizing that you were sinning. 26You Israelite people, and the foreigners who are living among you, will all be
forgiven.

271f one person commits a sin without realizing that he was sinning, that person must bring to me a female goat to
be an offering to take away that person’s guilt for that sin. 2The priest will offer it to be a sacrifice to remove the

guilt of that person’s sin, and that person will be forgiven. 2°You Israelites and all the foreigners who live among
you must obey these same instructions.

30But those who disobey my commands deliberately, both Israelites and the foreigners who live among you, have

sinned against me by doing that. So they must be expelled from your camp. 3'They have despised my commands
and deliberately disobeyed them, so they must be punished for their sin by never being allowed to live among you
again.”

320ne day, while the Israelites were in the wilderness, some of them saw a man who was gathering firewood on
the Sabbath day. 33Those who saw him doing that brought him to Aaron and Moses and the rest of the Israelite
people. 34They guarded him carefully, because they did not know what to do to punish him. 35Then Yahweh said to

Moses, “The man must be executed. All of you must kill him by throwing stones at him outside the camp.” 3650 they
all took the man outside the camp and killed him by throwing stones at him, as Yahweh had commanded Moses
that they should do.

37yahweh also said to Moses, 38 Tell this to the Israelite people: ‘You and all your descendants must twist threads
together to make tassels, and then attach them with blue cords to the bottom edges of your clothes. 3®When you
look at the tassels, you will remember all the instructions that I gave to you, and you will obey them. In that way,
you will not be unfaithful to me. You will not be like an unfaithful prostitute who does the shameful things that she
looks at and desires to do. 4%Seeing those tassels will help you to remember that you must obey all my commands
and that you must be my holy people. 4'Do not forget that I am Yahweh, your God. I am the one who brought you
out of Egypt in order that you might belong to me. I am Yahweh, your God.”

Chapter 16

10ne day Korah son of Izhar and a descendant of Levi's son Kohath, conspired with Dathan and Abiram, who were
the sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth. They were all from the tribe of Reuben. 2Those four men incited 250 other
people who were leaders among the Israelite people to join them in rebelling against Moses. 3They came together
to criticize Aaron and Moses. They said to them, “You two are using more authority than you should! Yahweh has
set apart all of us Israelite people, and he is with all of us. So why do you act as though you were more important
than the rest of us people who belong to Yahweh?”

4when Moses heard what they were saying, he prostrated himself on the ground. 3Then he said to Korah and those
who were with Korah, “Tomorrow morning Yahweh will show to us whom he has chosen to be his priest, and who is
holy and allowed to come near to him. Yahweh will permit only those whom he chooses to come into his presence.
650 Korah, tomorrow you and those who are with you must prepare your pans to burn incense. “Then you must
light a fire in them and burn the incense in the presence of Yahweh. Then we will see which one of us Yahweh has
chosen to be his holy servant. It is you men who are descendants of Levi who are trying to use more authority than
you should!”

8Then Moses spoke again to Korah. He said, “You men who are descendants of Levi, listen to me! 9ou know that
Yahweh, the God of Israel has chosen you Levites from the community of Israel so you can work for him at his

sacred tent and serve the people. Does that seem to you like a small thing for you to do? '®Yahweh has brought
you, Korah, and your fellow descendants of Levi, near to himself. Now are you demanding to become priests also?

M1t is really Yahweh against whom you and your fellow descendants of Levi are rebelling. Aaron is not the one
about whom you are really complaining.”
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12Then Moses summoned Dathan and Abiram, but they refused to come. They sent a message saying, “We will not
come to you! 13You brought us out of Egypt, which was a very fertile land, in order to cause us to die here in this

desert. That was bad. But now you are also trying to boss us, and that is worse. You have not given us a new land
to live in, a land that has good fields and vineyards. You are only trying to blind these people. So we will not come
to you.”

15Then Moses became very angry. He said to Yahweh, “Do not accept the grain offerings that they have brought. I
have not taken anything from them, not even one donkey, and I have never done anything wrong to them, so they
have no reason to complain against me.”

16Then Moses said to Korah, “You and all those who are with you must come here tomorrow and stand in front of

Yahweh. Aaron will also be here. "7You and all the 250 men who are with you must each take a pan in which to
burn incense, and put incense in it, to burn it to be an offering to Yahweh. Aaron will do the same thing.”

1850 each of those men got a pan to burn incense. They put in it incense and hot coals to light it, and then they all
stood at the entrance of the sacred tent with Aaron and Moses. 1®Then Korah summoned all the people who
supported him and who were against Moses, and they also gathered at the entrance of the tent. Then the glory of
Yahweh appeared to all of them. 2%Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses, 21“Get away from all these people, in order
that I can get rid of them immediately!”

22gt Aaron and Moses prostrated themselves on the ground. They pleaded with Yahweh, saying, “God, you are the
one who caused all these people to live. Only one of these men has sinned. So, is it right for you to be angry with
all the people?”

23yahweh said to Moses, 24“Okay, but tell all the people to get away from the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.”

2550 Moses stood up and went to the tents of Dathan and Abiram. The Israelite leaders followed him. 26He told the
people, “Get away from the tents of these wicked men, and do not touch anything that belongs to them! If you
touch anything, you will die because of their sins!” 27So all the people moved away from the tents of Korah, Dathan,
and Abiram. Dathan and Abiram came out of their tents with their wives and children and babies, and stood at the
entrance of their tents.

28Then Moses said, “I was not the one who decided to do all these things that I have done. It was Yahweh who
chose me and sent me to do them. And now he will prove that to you. 2°If these men die in a normal way, then it
will be clear that Yahweh did not choose me. 39But if Yahweh does something that has never happened before, if
he causes the ground that is under their feet to open up and swallow these men and their families and all their
possessions, and they fall into the opening and are buried while they are still alive, then you will know that these
men have insulted Yahweh.”

31As soon as Moses said this, the ground split open beneath those men. 32It swallowed those men and their
families and all those who were standing there with Korah and all of their possessions. 33They fell into the opening
in the ground while they were still alive, and all their possessions fell into the opening also. They disappeared, and
the ground closed back up again. 3*They screamed as they fell, and all the people who were standing nearby heard
them scream. The people were terrified and cried out as they ran away, saying, “We do not want the ground to
swallow us, also!”

35And then a fire from Yahweh came down from the sky and burned up the 250 men who were burning the
incense!

36Then Yahweh said to Moses, 37“Tell Aaron’s son Eleazar to take the pans that had incense in them away from the
fire and to scatter the burning coals. The pans that those men were carrying are holy because they burned incense
to me in them. 38Those men have now died because of their sin. So Eleazar must take their pans and hammer the
metal to make it become very thin. He must make a covering for the altar with that metal. Those pans were used to
offer incense to me, so they are holy. What happened to those pans will now warn the Israelite people.”
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39-4050 Eleazar the priest collected the 250 pans for burning incense that had been used by the men who died in
the fire. He hammered the pans very thin to make a covering for the altar, as Yahweh told Moses should be done.
That warned the Israelites that only those who were descendants of Aaron were permitted to burn incense as an
offering to Yahweh. If anyone else did that, the same thing would happen to him as happened to Korah and those
with him.

41But the following morning, all the Israelite people started to complain against Aaron and Moses saying “You have
killed many people who belonged to Yahweh!”

42\When all the people gathered together to protest about what Aaron and Moses had done, they looked at the
sacred tent and saw that the sacred cloud had covered it, and the glory of Yahweh had appeared. 43Aaron and

Moses went and stood in front of the sacred tent. #Then Yahweh said to Moses, 45“Get away from these people, in
order that I can get rid of them immediately without injuring you two!” But Aaron and Moses prostrated
themselves on the ground and prayed.

46Moses said to Aaron, “Quickly take another pan and put in it some burning coals from the altar. Put incense in the
pan, and carry it out among the people to atone for the sins of the people. Yahweh is very angry with them, and I

know that a severe plague has already started among them.” 47So Aaron did what Moses told him. He took the
burning incense out among the people. The plague had already started to strike the people, but Aaron continued

to burn the incense to make atonement for the sins of the people. #8He stood between the people who had already
died and those who were still alive, and then the plague stopped. 4°But 14,700 people had already died from that

plague, in addition to the people who died with Korah. 5°Then after the plague had ended, Aaron and Moses
returned to the entrance of the sacred tent.

Chapter 17

1Then Yahweh said to Moses, 2“Tell the Israelite people to bring to you twelve walking sticks. They should bring one
from each of the leaders of the twelve tribes. You should carve each leader’s name on his stick. 3There must be one

stick for the leader of each tribe, so you must carve Aaron’s name on the stick for the tribe of Levi. 4pyt those
walking sticks inside the sacred tent, in front of the sacred chest that has in it the tablets on which the Ten

Commandments are written. That is the place where I always talk with you. >Buds will sprout on the stick of the
man whom I have chosen to be the priest. When the people see that, they will stop their constantly complaining
about you because they will realize that he is the one whom I have chosen.”

650 Moses told the people what Yahweh had said. Then each of the twelve Israelite leaders, including Aaron,
brought his walking stick to Moses. ’Moses placed the sticks inside the sacred tent in front of the sacred chest.

8The following morning, when he went into the tent, he saw that Aaron’s stick, which represented the tribe of Levi,

had sprouted. It had produced leaves and blossoms, and it had also produced almonds that were ripe! °Moses
brought all the sticks out of the sacred tent and showed them to the people. Each of the twelve leaders took back
his own stick.

10Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Put Aaron'’s stick in front of the sacred chest, and let it stay there permanently. That
will be a warning to people who want to rebel against me. Then no more people will die because of complaining

against me.” 1'So Moses did what Yahweh had commanded.

12Then the Israelite people said to Moses, “We are going to die! All of us are surely going to die! 13Everyone who
comes close to Yahweh's sacred tent dies. Are the rest of us going to die, also?”
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Chapter 18

Tyahweh said to Aaron, “You and your sons and the other members of your father’s family are the ones who will be
punished if anything bad happens to the things inside the sacred tent. And you and your sons will be punished if
any priest does something bad. 2Require that those who belong to your tribe, the tribe of Levi, must assist you and
your sons while you perform your work at the sacred tent. 3But while they do that work, they must not go near the
sacred items inside the tent or near the altar. If they do that, they will die, and you will die, too! 4They may assist
you in doing all the work to take care of the sacred tent, but no one else is permitted to come near the place where
you are working.

3You are the ones who will do the sacred work inside the sacred tent and at the altar. If you obey these instructions,
I will not become very angry with the Israelite people again. °I myself have chosen the descendants of Levi from
the other Israelites in order that they may be your special helpers. They are like a gift that I have given you to work
at the sacred tent. 7But it is you and your sons, who are the priests, who must perform all the details I have
commanded concerning the altar and with what happens inside the Very Holy Place. I am giving to you this work of
serving as priests. So anyone else who tries to do that work must be executed.”

8vahweh also said to Aaron, “I myself have appointed you to take care of all the sacred offerings that the Israelite
people bring to me. I have given all these sacred offerings to you and to your sons. You and your descendants will
get a share of these offerings permanently. ®The parts of the offerings that are not completely burned on the altar
belong to you. Those parts of the sacred offerings, including the flour offerings, the offerings to make atonement
for sins and to remove the guilt of sins, I require that they be set apart. I require that they be given to you and to
your sons. 1%ou are to eat it as a most holy offering. Every male in your clan may eat it. But you must have respect
for those offerings because they are holy to you.

MThe priests lift up high the sacred offerings while they are standing in front of the altar. All of those offerings that
the Israelites present to me belong to you and your sons and daughters. They will always be your share. All the
members of your family who have performed the rituals to cause them to be acceptable to me are permitted to eat
from these offerings.

121 am also giving to you the first food that people harvest each year and bring to me—the best olive oil and new

wine and grain. 13All of the first crops that people harvest and bring to me belong to you. Anyone in your family
who has performed the ritual to become acceptable to me is permitted to eat that food.

14Everything in Israel that is devoted to me, will be yours. 15The firstborn males, both humans and domestic
animals, that are offered to me, will be yours. But people must buy back their firstborn sons and the firstborn
animals that may not be used for sacrifices. 1¥They must buy them back when they are one month old. The price
that they must pay for each one is five pieces of silver. They must weigh the silver on the scales that are in the
sacred tent.

171 do not permit you to buy back the firstborn cattle or sheep or goats. They are holy and I require you to set them
apart for me. Slaughter them and sprinkle their blood on the altar. Then completely burn the fat of those animals

on the altar to be an offering to me. The smell as they burn will be very pleasing to me. 8The meat from those
offerings will be yours, just like the breast and right thigh of animals that are presented to me to restore fellowship

with me, as the priest lifts them up high in front of the altar, are yours. 1?Anything that the Israelite people present
to me as holy gifts, I am giving to you. They are for you and your sons and daughters to eat. They will always be
your share. This is an agreement that I am making with you, an agreement that will last forever. I am also making
this agreement with your descendants.”

20yahweh also said to Aaron, “You priests will not receive any of the land or the property like the other Israelite
people will receive. I am what you will receive.

21When the Israelite people bring to me a tenth of all the crops and of their newborn animals, I will give that to you
descendants of Levi. That will be your payment for the work you do at the sacred tent. 22The other Israelites must
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not go near that tent. If they go near it, I will consider that their doing that is a sin, and they will die for committing

that sin. 220nly the descendants of Levi are permitted to work at the sacred tent, and they will be punished if
anything bad happens to it. That is a law that will never be changed. You descendants of Levi will not receive any

land to own among all the other Israelite people. 24The Israelites must present one tenth of all their crops and
animals as offerings to me, and that is what I give to the descendents of Levi so they can provide for themselves.
This is why I said that I will not give the descendants of Levi any land to own.

25yahweh said to Moses, 2%“Tell this to the descendants of Levi, ‘When you receive one tenth of all the crops and
animals from the Israelite people, you must present one tenth of all that to me to be a sacred offering, ?’just like

the other Israelites present one tenth of the grain and wine that they produce. 28You must present to me one tenth
of all that you receive from the Israelite people. That will be your sacred offering to me. You must present it to

Aaron. 2%Select the best parts of the things that are given to you to present them to me.’

30Also, tell this to the descendants of Levi, ‘When you present those best portions of grain and wine as your

offering to me, I will consider that those gifts are as though they came from your own grain and wine. 3'You
descendants of Levi and your families are permitted to eat the rest of that food, and you may eat it wherever you

want to, because it is your payment for the work that you do at the sacred tent. 32If you give to the priests the best
portions of what you receive, you will not be punished by me for accepting one tenth of the gifts that the people
bring to me. But you must consider those gifts to be sacred. If you sin by eating those things in ways that are
contrary to these regulations that I have given to you, you will be executed.”

Chapter 19

Tyahweh said to Aaron and Moses, 2 am now giving to you another regulation. Tell the Israelite people to bring to
you one reddish brown cow that has no defects. It must be an animal that has never been used for plowing

ground. 3Give it to Eleazar the priest. He must take it outside the camp and someone will slaughter it. #And Eleazar
must dip one of his fingers in the blood and sprinkle some of it seven times on the ground near the sacred tent.

3Then, while Eleazar watches, the cow must be burned completely—its hide, its meat, the rest of its blood, and

even its dung. 8Eliezer then must take a stick of cedar wood, a stalk of a plant named hyssop, and some scarlet
yarn, and throw them into the fire where the cow is burning.

7Then the priest must wash his clothes and bathe. After doing that, he may return to the camp. But he will be unfit

for doing any sacred work until that evening. 8The man who burns the cow must also wash his clothes and bathe,
and he will also be unacceptable to me until that evening.

9Then someone who has not become unacceptable to me must gather up the ashes of the cow and put them in a
sacred place outside the camp. The ashes must be kept there for the people of Israel to use when they mix it with

water for the ritual to remove the guilt of sin. 1%The man who gathers up the ashes of the cow must also wash his
clothes, and he also will be unfit to do anymore sacred work until that evening. That is a regulation that will never
be changed. It must be obeyed by you Israelite people and by any foreigners who live among you.

MAll those who touch a corpse will be unacceptable to me for seven days. 120n the third day and on the seventh
day after touching a corpse, in order to become acceptable to me again, they must sprinkle on themselves some of
that water for removing the guilt of their sin. If they do not do that on both of those days, they will continue to be

unacceptable to me. '3All those who touch a corpse, and do not perform in the correct way the ritual to become
acceptable to me again, defile Yahweh's sacred tent. They will no longer be permitted to live among the Israelite
people. The water to remove the guilt of sin was not sprinkled on them, so they continue to be unacceptable to me.

14There is another practice that must be performed when someone dies inside a tent. All those who were inside
that tent when that person died or who enter that tent will be unacceptable to me for seven days. 1°Any jars that
are inside that tent that are not covered are not permitted to be used. 1°If someone who is out in a field touches
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the corpse of someone who was murdered, or who died from natural causes, or if someone touches a bone from
some human or touches a grave, that person will be unacceptable to me for seven days.

17For someone like that to become acceptable to me again, some of the ashes from the cow that was burned must
be taken and put in a jar. Then some fresh water must be poured over the ashes. '¥Then someone who has not
become unacceptable to me must take a stalk of a plant named hyssop and dip it into the water. Then that person
must sprinkle some of the water on the tent where that person died, on the things that are in the tent, and on the
people who were in the tent. He must also sprinkle some of that water on any person who touched a human bone
or who touched a person who had been killed, or who touched a person who died of natural causes, or who
touched a grave. 1°0n the third day and on the seventh day after that, the person who is acceptable to me must
sprinkle some of that water on those who have become unacceptable to me. On the seventh day, the people who
are performing that ritual to become acceptable to me again must wash their clothes and bathe. If they do that, on
that evening they will become acceptable to me again.

201f those who have become unacceptable to me do not become acceptable to me again by doing this, they will no
longer be permitted to live among to the Israelite people, because they have defiled my sacred tent. They did not

sprinkle on themselves the water that removes the guilt of their sins, so they remain unacceptable to me. ?'That is
a law for the Israelite people that will never be changed. Those who sprinkle that water on themselves must then
wash their clothes. And anyone who touches that water which removes guilt for sins will remain unacceptable to
God until that evening.

22pnything and any person that someone who has become unacceptable to me has touched will remain
unacceptable to me until that evening.”

Chapter 20

1n the first month of the next year, the Israelite people traveled to the wilderness of Zin and camped near Kadesh.
While they were there, Moses' sister Miriam died and was buried there.

2There was no water for the people to drink there, so they came to Aaron and Moses. 3They complained and said,
“We wish that we had died in front of Yahweh's sacred tent when our fellow Israelites died! #Did you bring us, who
are Yahweh's people, into this desert to die along with our livestock? *Why did you bring us from Egypt to this
miserable place? There is no grain, there are no figs, no grapes, and no pomegranates here. And there is no water
for us to drink!"

6Moses and Aaron turned away from the people and went to the entrance of the sacred tent and prostrated
themselves on the ground. Just then Yahweh appeared to them with his bright glory. When Yahweh appeared in

glory, he said, 8You and Aaron must take Aaron’s walking stick with you and gather all the people together. While
the people are watching, command that large rock over there to pour out water. Water for the people will flow from
it. All they and all their livestock will have enough water to drink.”

950 Moses did what Yahweh told him to do. He took Aaron’s walking stick from the place in the sacred tent where it
was kept. '%Then Moses and Aaron summoned all the people to gather at the rock. Then Moses shouted to them,

“All you rebellious people, listen! Is it necessary for us to bring to you water from this rock?” "'Then Moses raised
his hand and instead of speaking to the rock, he struck the rock two times with the walking stick. And water
gushed out. So all the people and their livestock drank all the water that they wanted.

12yt Yahweh said to Aaron and Moses, “You did not trust me or honor me before the people of Israel, and so you
will not lead them into the land I have given to them!”

13| ater this place was called the Meribah, which means ‘arguing’, because there the Israelite people argued against
Yahweh, and there he showed his honor and holiness to them by giving them water.

14While the people were at Kadesh, Moses sent messenger